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BOOK XIV, 

AFTER the death of Requefens, who had been B° o * 
prevented from nominating his fucceflbr by ^ ^- ^ 
the violence of his difeafe, the council of ftate ai- 1576. 
fumed the reins of government ; and as the king Th * t g £ e t r £ 
hefitated for fome time in his choice of a governor,,^* of the 
he found it neceffary to confirlia;|liV^iutlT^ijty^i **£ cil of 

Th is revolution afforded great fatfsfa&jon td the 
people of Holland and Zealand $ # wlro/lfottfered 
themfelves with hopes, that, now, when: the ^d- 
minift ration was lodged in the hahcfe : of- their fel- 
low-citizens, the war would not be carried on with 
the fame animofity and ardour as before. At firft, 
however, the council entered heartily into the late 
governor's defigns,and profecuted,with vigour, the 
plan of operations which he had left unfinifhed. 
And they continued to do fo till their attention 
was called to objedls of a ftill more intereftinjg na- 
ture, than the reduction of the maritime provinces. 
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The Spanifh cavalry had, as already mentioned 
begun to mutiny before the death of Requ^fen! 
During the fiege of Ziricfee, the infantry remain 
ed obedient to their commanders, partly fror 
being kept in perpetual employment, and parti 
from the hopes of enriching themfelves by th 
plunder of that city ; but being difappointed i 
thefe hopes by the articles of the capitulation, an 
large arrears being due, to the payment of whic 
even the contributions of the people of Ziricfe 
were not applied m , they flew to arms, depofe 
their officers, eledted others, and a commander i 
chief from among themfelves ; and then, havin 
fworn mutual fidelity over the facred hoft, the 
abandoned all their conquefts which had coft thei 
fo much labour and blood, and pa fled over 1 
Brabant; intending to take pofleflion of fome coi 
fiderable fortified place, from whence they migl 
make excurfioris, and plunder the neighbours 
towns and villages. 

they fciz* The council of ftate fent countManfveldt to aj 

•° ^^ peafe them ; but no offers or promifes which tl 

count was empowered to make, could dive 

them from their defign. They hoped, by the x\ 

\ j : *pjdity otthekmarch, to have entered Bruflels b 

/:: "iiirpr^fe ;\.fctit 4J^ji the inhabitants and garrifc 

wei-e grflpai^i - to qppofe th£m. They failed liki 

wft. JK'.^.atiempt on Mechlin. Then leavir 

\.^ahantj : ti¥jy turned fuddenly towards Alloft i 

r Pland^p6i? % 7ft(id: made themfelves matters of th; 

town, by climbing over the walls,' in the midd 

of the night, when the citizens were off the 

guard. They could not have acquired pofleflic 

of a place more fuitable to their defign ; as it wj 

fituated in the midft of a rich and fertile countrj 

and lay at nearly an equal diftance from Bru 

fel: 

■ Meteren fays, that the Wallooni laid hold of the mone 
and with great dexterity excluded the Spaniards from the tow 
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fels, Ghent, and Antwerp. They had no fooner Boo * 
difplayed the ftandard ot rebellion in AUoft, than ^ -\ y 
they were joined by moft of the other Spanifti 157$, 
troops in the Low Countries ; after which they 
began to exercife every fpecies of violence and 
outrage, both againft the citizens and the inhabit- 
ants of the country round. 

The prince of Orange remained not idle or un-» 
concerned, in this critical conjuncture. He' had 
too much fagacity not to difcern,and too much zeal 
and dexterity not to avail himfelf of fo favour- 
able an opportunity of advancing his defigns. 
By his letters, and emiflaries, he endeavoured to 
roufe the fpirit of the people, and to perfuade the 
council, " That now was the time when they 
might deliver themfelves for ever from the tyran- 
ny of Spain. By the good providence of God, 
the government had fallen into their own hands. 
It ought to be their unalterable purpofe, to hold 
fall the power which they pofleiied, and to em- 
ploy it in delivering their fellow-citizens from that 
intolerable load of mifery under which they had 
fo long groaned. The meafure of the calamities 
of the people, and of the iniquities of the Spa- 
niards, was now full. There was nothing worfe 
to be dreaded than they had already fufFered •, and 
nothing to deter them from refolving either to ex- 
pel their rapacious tyrants, or to perifh in the glo- 
rious attempt." 

These exhortations, enforced by accounts They ar« 
which were propagated of the enormities commit- ££ U ty t r £ 
ted by the Spanifh troops, found an eafy admit- council, 
tance into the minds of perfons of all ranks. The 
council of ftate were no lefs enflamed than the 
people ; and refolved to publifh an edift, declaring 
the Spaniards to be rebels againft the king. Bar- 
laimont, Manfveldt, Viglius, even the Spanifh 
officers of the higheft rank, and Rhoda, prelident 
Bz of 
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bf the council of tumults, feemed at firft inclined 
to concur with the other counfellors ; but perceiv- 
ing that their refentment was not confined to the 
mutineers, but extended like wife to all the friends 
of the Spanifli government* they began to alleviate 
the outrages of the foldiers, and openly oppofed 
the publication of the edidt ; alleging, that troops 
which had mutinied on account of not receiving 
their pay, could not juftly be confidered as rebels; 
and that the edift would ferve only to exafperate 
them ftill more againft the people, while the 
council was not provided with force fufficient to 
reftrain their excefles. But thefe reafons were 
held in great contempt by a majority of the coun- 
cil ; w ho, having expelled the diflenting members, 
accufed thetn or holding correfpondence with the 
mutineers, and threw them into prifon. Then 
having eledted the duke d* Arfchot for their prefi- 
dent, in the room of Viglius, they publifhed an 
cditt in terms ftrongly calculated to increafe the 
odium againft the Spanifli troops ; calling on the 
people to concur with them in driving out that 
lawlefs and rapacious crew, who, under the pre- 
text of procuring payment of their arrears, 
would, if they were not fpeedily prevented, bring 
utter ruin upon the Netherlands, 

Hoftiiuiet Nothing could have been more confonant to 
^ tw . ec " thc the general fpirit of the Flemings, than the fenti- 
JTtL ments contained in this edidt. It ferved as fuel to 
■»«•• that flame which was already kindled, and which 
now burft out with redoubled violence. To give 
greater weight to the meafures which had been 
already taken, and to thofe which they intended 
to purfue, the council called an aflembly of the 
States ; and all the provinces, Luxemberg except- 
ed, fent deputies to attend. This aflembly had 
no fooner met than hoftilities were begun. The 
citadels of Antwerp, Ghent, Valenciennes, and 
Utrecht were in the hands of the Spaniards. Ro- 
mero 



XIV. 
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mero commanded in Lieres ; and Maeftricht was B^o o % 
garrifoned by fome companies of German infantry. 
To acquire poffeilion of thefe important fortrefles, 
and to prevent the Spanifh troops from uniting 
themfelves into one body, were the objects upon 
which the States beftowed their firft and principal 
attention. They were fuccefsfuj in gaining over 
to their fide the regiments of Walloons in the 
Spanifh fervice ; and they raifed fo great a num- 
ber of the militia of the country, as, when joined 
with the Walloons, formed a confiderable body 
of troops. 

The Spaniards, on the other hand, prompted 
by Rhoda, and animated by the brave and active 
d'Avila, exerted themfelves no lefs ftrenuoufly in 
counteracting their defigns. An officer of the 
name of Vargas, having drawn together eight 
hundred horfe in the neighbourhood of Maeftricht, 
had advanced as far as Vifenach, in his way to 
Alloft, in hopes of prevailing on the mutineers to 
adt in concert with him. At Vifenach he was met 
by two thoufandfoot and fix hundred horfe, which 
the States had fent to oppofe him. But the Spa- 
niards were not fo much inferior in number, as 
they were fuperior in military difcipline. Vargas 
fupplied his want of infantry by making a coitw 
pany of Burgundians quit their horfes. The Fle- 
mifh troops, though they began the attack with 
great impetuofity, fell foon into diforder; and 
the Spaniards broke in upon their ranks, and put 
them to flight, with confiderable daughter. 

Vargas continued his route to Alloft ; and 
was feconded, in his application to the mutineers, 
by d'Avila and Romero ; but neither the impor- 
tunity of their officers, nor a regard to the honour 
of their nation, or to their perlbnal fafety, could 
overcome their obftinate refolution to remain in 
Alloft, till they ftiould receive payment of their 
arrears. From Alloft, Vargas lei his troops, 

with 
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Book with the utmoft expedition, to Maeftricht, which, 
XIV ' , he was informed, the Germans in garrifon there 
had agreed to deliver to the States. The execu- 
tion of their defign had been retarded by fome 
companies of Spaniards, a part of whom were in 
pofleflion of one of the gates, and the reft ftationed 
in the town of Vich. This town lies on the eaft 
fide of the river, and is connected with Maeftricht 
by a bridge over the Maefe. Vargas, having 
tranfported his troops, and joined his countrymen 
at Vich, had a (harp engagement with the townf- 
men upon the bridge ; but as they were not fup- 
ported by the Germans, he foon compelled them 
to retire. They paid dear for this attempt to 
aflert their liberty. The Germans, inftead of adt- 
ing as their friends, united with the Spaniards, and 
both together plundered the town without mercy *. 

The licking But the memory of the calamities which th$ 
tf Antwe^ People of Maeftricht experienced on this occalion, 
»7t£e sp»- wa s effaced by thofe which foon afterwards befell 
0111 ' the citizens ot Antwerp. The States had laboured 
in vain to perfuade the Spanifh garrifon in the ci- 
tadel to deliver it into their hands. They now 
refolved to compel them ; and, w ith this view, 
they had brought into the city a numerous body 
of Walloons and other troops. They had much 
reafon for that folicitude with which they defired 
to get pofTeflion of this important fortrefs^ which, 
on the one fide, communicated with the town, by 
a fpacious efplanade, and on the other, with the 
adjacent country. The States were not fufficiently 
aware of the danger to which, from thefe two 
circumftances united, the city of Antwerp was ex- 
pofed. Champigny c the governor had endea- 
voured to roufe their attention to this danger, and 
had earneftly exhorted them to block up the 

efplanade 

*> Metcren, p. 164. Bentivoglio, p. 178. 
c He was brother to cardinal Granvelle, and was as averfe 
from the Spanifh intereft as his brother was attached to it. 
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efplanade by batteries and trenches ; and, at the 
fame time, to order all the troops that could be 
fpared, to encamp without the town, fo as to pre- 
vent the Spaniards at Alloft and other places from 
entering the citadel. But they wholly negledted 
the latter part of this advice, and they were too 
late in beginning to put the former in execution, 
They believed that the garrifon would not venture 
to fally out upon the town, in which there was fo 
great a number of troops to oppofe them ; and they 
flattered themfelves with the hopes of being able to 
compel them to furrender, before they could re- 
ceive affiftance from their countrymen. For this 
purpofe, two ftrong batteries were planted on the 
efplanade ; while the townfmen were employed 
either in pufliing forward the trenches, or in raifing 
mounds tor the fecurity of the town. 

The fiege of the caflle of Ghent was carried on 
at the fame time, and the States had conceived the 
moft fanguine expedtation of fuccefs ; when the 
noife of the artillery reached from both places to 
the mutineers in Alloft ; and, awakening in them 
fome fparks of their native warlike ferocity, pro- 
duced a more powerful effect upon their minds, 
than all the exhortations and entreaties of their 
commanders. 

Navaresb, their eledt or leader, feized dex- 
teroufly this opportunity which their prefent dif- 
pofition afforded him; and, calling them toge- 
ther, exhorted them to refledt upon the folly of 
fuffering the fortrefles befieged to fall into the 
hands of the Flemings. " That artillery," faid 
he, " which is now thundering in our ears, is le- 
velled againft us, no lefa than againft the ^ar- 
rifons of Ghent and Antwerp. When the Fle- 
mings (hall have fubdued the reft of our country- 
men, can we doubt that they will next turn their 
arms againft us, who are the principal obje&s of 
their refentment ? Can you imagine that the States 
fc 4 will 
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will then lend a more favourable ear, than at pre- 
fent, to your requefts ? Believe me, they will ere 
long extinguifli the debt which they owe you, in 
your blood. Let us march inftantly to the relief 
of the citidal of Antwerp. We (hall foon oblige 
the enemy to raife the fiege. We (hall, in fpite 
of the townfmen, and the raw troops which they 
have brought to their affiftance, make ourfelves 
matters of the richeit city in the world, and take 
ample revenge for the unworthy treatment we 
have received." 

He would have proceeded ; but was prevented 
by ftiouts of applaufe, and exclamations from 
every quarter, to arms ! To arms ! They were 
now as impatient to leave Alloft, as they had 
formerly been reluftant. On the 3d day of No* 
vember, and only a few hours before funfet, they 
began their march ; hoping to reach the citadel 
of Antwerp early next morning, unobferved by 
the enemy. Having found greater difficulty in 
pafling the Scheld than they expefted, they did 
not arrive till noon ; notwithstanding which, being 
joined by four hundred horfe, under Vargas and 
Romero, who had adted in concert with Navarefe, 
they entered the citadel, without meeting the 
lean oppofition. The citizens were no fooner in- 
formed of their arrival, than they fufpedted their 
defign, and were filled with the moft dreadful 
apprehenfions. Champigny the governor, whofe 
advice had been fo unfortunately difregarded, faw 
the approaching ftorm, and did every thing in 
his power to avert it. 

But the impetuofity of the mutineers did not 
leave him time for completing the arrangements 
which he intended. Thefe men, impelled at once 
by avarice and revenge, rejedted with difdain the 
invitation given by d'Avila to repofe and refrefh 
themfelves after their march. With rage and fu- 
ry in their countenances, they demanded the fig- 

nal 
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nal to advance ; calling out, that they were de- Book 
termined, before night, either to perifli in the . "^L * 
sonflift, or to fix their quarters in the city. They iet& 
were in number between two and three thoufand, 
and the garrifon, together with the troops brought 
by Vargas and Romero, amounted nearly to the 
fame number. Navarefe the eledt led on the mu- 
tineers, and the remainder were commanded by 
Romero. Nothing could exceed the intrepidity 
with which thefe two determined bands, vying 
with each other, attacked the trenches. The ci- 
tizens difplayed at the firft onfet, great bravery 
and refolution ; but, being unable long to with- 
Hand the impetuous attack of the Spaniards, and 
being galled at the fame time by the artillery of 
the citadel, they at length gave way, and fled** 
with precipitation along the two ftreets which lead ' 
from the parade into the centre of the city. The 
Spaniards were feconded by their cavalry; which 
bore down all before them, and followed clofe 
upon the rear of the vanquifhed, till they reach- 
ed the great fquare, in the centre of which, 
Hands the Guildhall or Palace. There the fugi- 
tives, being joined by fome frefli troops, made a 
halt, and rallied; but they were foon broken a fe- 
cond time, and would have been all cut to pieces, 
if they had not taken fhelter in the palace, and in 
the houfes of the fquare. From the windows they 
kept, for fome time, a brilk fire upon the enemy, 
and did confiderable execution ; . but the Spaniards, 
who were accompanied by the retainers of their 
camp, fet fire to the houfes, with hay, ftraw, and 
other combuitible materials, not fparing even the 
palace itfelf; which was efteemed one of the richh- 
cit and moft magnificent in the world. It was 
quickly reduced to alhes ; and of thofe who had 
taken refuge in it, fome perifhed in the flames, and 
fomebythefword, in attempting to efcape, while 
others frantic with defpair flung themfelves head- 
long from the windows' 1 . 

The 
* Thuarius, 
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The Spaniards then difperfed themfelves over 
1 the city ; overpowering all oppofition with irrefift- 
I 576- ible impetuofity. Had their number been fufficient 
either to murder, or to overtake the prodigious 
crowds that fled before them, the blood and car- 
nage of that memorable day would have been ftill 
more dreadful. Of the citizens near feven thoufand 
perifhed ; while the lofs of the Spaniards amount- 
ed only to two hundred men. So great is the fu- 
periority in battle, of regular discipline, and 
prompt obedience to command. For though the 
citizens fought with extraordinary courage, like 
men whofe all was at flake, they atted not in 
concert, and although they had been marfhalled 
* by Champigny, as well as the time would allow, 
tf yet, from want of pra&ice, they were foon thrown 
into confufion; and, from the fame caufe, they 
were unable to recover their ranks, or return to 
the charge. 

Justice would oblige us to beftow on the Spa- 
nifn troops the praife due to the moft heroic va- 
lour, if, befides the rapacity which impelled them, 
they had not disfigured the luftre of their vidfcory 
by exercifing a degree of barbarous cruelty, of 
which, at that period, the Spaniards alone, of all 
the nations in Europe, feem to have been capable. 
Antwerp, at the time of this cataftrophe, was in the 
moft flourifhing condition. Companies of mer- 
chants from almoft every commercial nation, re- 
fided in it, poffeifing ftorehoufes and faftories fill- 
ed with the moft precious commodities. Great 
numbers of the citizens too were the wealthieft in 
Europe. Their magnificent houles were adorned 
with the moft coflly furniture; and their (hops and 
warehoufes ftored with prodigious quantities of 
gold and filver ftuffs, and all other kinds of valua- 
ble efFedts, collected from every corner of the 
globe. Upon thefe the Spaniards feized, without 
any discrimination of the owners, and without con- 

fidering 
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ng whether the perfons whom they pillaged, Book 
friends or enemies. The pluhder that lay t _* lv ;_j 
and unconcealed was immenfe; but was far 157 £ # 
being fufficient to fatiate the avarice of the 
iards. They exerciied the mod unrelenting 
ty upon all whom they fufpedted to have con- 
d their treafures ; and nothing was to be heard 
ecity, but either the flirieks and groans of the 
rers, or the lamentations of thofe whom they 
celled to witnefs the torments of their hui- 
s, wives, or children. Contemporary hiflo- 
have described fome of the feveral fpecies of 
re which they inflicted ; but the reader's mo- 
f would be offended, and his humanity (hock- 
r the recital d . 

this manner were thefe men, for three days 
lights, employed in plundering and butcher- 
ly turns, a people who were fubjedts of the 
.prince as themfelves, and from whom (v. hat- 
ground of complaint they might pretend 
lit the council of State) they had never re- 
d the fmalleft injury, or provocation. Nov 
it appear that their officers interpofed their an- 
ty, to moderate their exceffes, till the fcldiei.s, 
Lifted with fatigue, were about to give over 
emfelves. 

he money in fpecie which was extorted, 
inted at leaft to eight millions of guilders, be- 
a prodigious quantity of gold and filver, in 
, fluffs, and furniture, which the owners were 
.ble to redeem. The lofs which the people 
ntwerp fuftained by the burning of fo mpny 
ings, was not lefs than what they fufrered by 
apacity of the foldiers. The moil beautiful 
dF the city was burnt to the ground ; and great 
3ers of (hops and warchoufes, containing the 
ft goods, were confumed to a(hes e . 

Whilst 

rhuamis and Meteren. e Meteren, p. 164. Thuanus, 
L p. 47 1. Bentivoglio, p. 1 78. 
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Book 
xiv. Whilst the barbarity exercifed againft the in- 

tL ~'~^~? J habitants of Antwerp, excited ientiments of com- 
157 paffion towards the unhappy fufferers, it greatly 
The - St Jffift. ail gmented that abhorrence which the Flemings al- 
mfom "ready entertained towards the Spaniards, and made 
the prince of them more felicitous than ever to deliver them- 
range. f e j ves f rom a yoke which was now become in- 
tolerable. But the great fuperiority which the Spa- 
nifh troops difcovered on every occafion over the 
raw undifciplined forces of the States, created 
much anxiety, with regard to the fuccefs of their 
endeavours. The council of ftate perceived the 
neceffity of having recourfe to foreign aid ; and 
they willingly accepted an offer, which was made 
them at this jundure by the prince of Orange, of 
fome cannon, ammunition, and troops, with which 
they pufhed forward the fiege of the citadel of 
Ghent, and foon obliged thegarrifon to capitulate. 

This feafonable afliftance contributed not a lit- 
tle to advance the prince's views. Immediately af- 
ter the death of Roquefens, he had projected a 
fcheme of uniting all the provinces, and had ex- 
erted himfelf with great adivity and addrefs, in 
carrying it into execution. The States entered rea- 
dily into his ideas. Deputies were appointed, and 
invefted with proper powers, by the feveral pro- 
Jm c °tf e " vmces » an( * in the congrefs, which was held at 
Ghent. Ghent, a treaty of confederacy was concluded, un- 
der which all the provinces, except Luxemburg, 
Jj^JJJ. were comprehended. 

In this confederacy, fo well known in the hifto- 
ry of the Netherlands by the name of the Pacifi- 
cation of Ghent, it was agreed between the Catho- 
lic provinces on the one hand, and thofe of Hol- 
land and Zealand, with the prince of Orange, on 
the other, that there (houldfubfilt between them, an 
inviolable alliance, peace, and friendfhip ; that all 
pail injuries Ihpuld be buried in oblivion; that all 

prifoners, 
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oners, and in particular the count de Boflut, Book 
uld be fet at liberty without ranfom ; that the *'^L j 
trading parties fhould, to the utmoft of their ^.5. 
irer aflift each other in expelling the Spaniards 
n the Netherlands; that as foon as the provinces 
uld be delivered from thefe bloody oppreflbrs, 

tranquillity eftablifhed, a general aflembly 
uld be held of the States of all the provinces, 
redreffing grievances, reforming abufes, and 
oring the conftitution to its primaeval ftate ; 
t the prince of Orange fhould remain high ad- 
al and governor of the maritime provinces ; 

that he, and all others, whofe property had 
n confifcated, fhould be reinftated in their pof- 
ons and dignities; that the decrees of the 
:e of Alva, relative to the tumults and herefy, 
uld be abolifhed ; but that in the Catholic pro- 
res, only the Roman Catholic religion fhould be 
rcifed ; while in thofe of Holland and Zealand, 
matters, whether civil or religious, fhould re- 
n on their prefent footing, till a general affem- 
of all the States fhould be held f , 

The deputies who were now convened, whom Arrivtur 
hiftorians call likewife by the name of the SS£ uwf 
res, entered immediately upon the execution of 
articles of this confederacy, by tranfporting to 
frontier of France fuch of the Spaniards as had 
n taken prifoners in the citadel of Ghent : and 
f had begun to make preparations to diflodge 
n from other places," when they were inform- 
that Don John of Auftria, whom Philip had 
ie choice of for governor, had arrived in the 
vince of Luxemburg. In fome refpedts, Don 
in was admirably qualified for this new (lation, 
vhich his brother had appointed him. His af- 
le and infinuating manners were fitted to con- 
ciliate 

Meteren, p. 169. Beativoglio, 1. 9. Tub fine. Thuanus, 
. fed. 13. 
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dliate the affections of the people whom he was 
^ fent to govern •, and his military accomplishments 
j - 7 5 # qualified him to purfue the war with vigour, againft 
the revolted provinces; But in the critical fitua- 
tion into which the late enormities of the Spaniards 
had brought the Netherlands, other talents befides 
thefe were requifite ; fuch as prudence, patience, 
and felf-command, together with (kill and dexte- 
rity in managing the paifions, and the prejudices of 
men •, qualifications which Don John poffeffed not 
in any confiderable degree. 

Hisimi>ru. His condudt upon his firft arrival was ill cal- 
dcocc * culated to allay thofe fufpicions which the Fie* 
mings entertained of the king's defign in fending 
him to the Netherlands. Having ftopt at Lux- 
emburg, he wrote letters to the council and the 
States, in which he informed them, that he would 
not come to Bruflels, the ufual refidence of their 
governors, unlefs hoftages were given him for 
their peaceable behaviour, a guard appointed for 
the fecurity of his perfon, and the fame unlimited 
command of the fleet and army conferred upon 
him, which the preceding governors had enjoyed. 
He lamented the outrages which had been commit- 
ted by the Spanifh troops ; and promifed, that, if 
the States and people rfiuuld maintain their obe- 
dience to the king, and their profefTion of the ca- 
tholic faith, the injuries which they had fuftaincd, 
fhould not pafs unpunifhed. But he added, that 
if they failed in either of thefe refpedts, they 
fhould, in that event, find him no lefs prepared for 
war, than he was inclined to peace*. 

Thcst*t« The States and council were ignorant, till they 
vkc y t f The d " received the k letters, of the light in which their 
Prince of late condudt was considered by the court of Spain. 
Or»ogc. T^y believed that, as the fieps which they had 
taken were neceflary for the prefervation of the 

people, 

^ f Meteren, p. 174. 
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people, it was impoffible they could be offenfive Book. 
to the king ; and they were extremely furprifed, { xlv - 
thus to meet, not only with diftruft, but even 
threats, and a defiance, where they were conicious 
of having merited approbation and applaufe. They 
trembled therefore at the thoug hts of puttingthem- 
felves in the power of the new governor, and were 
greatly at a loi's to determine what anfwer they 
fhould return to his demands. On this occafion, 
they had recourfe to the Prince of Orange for ad- 
vice. And William readily embraced the oppor- 
tunity, which was thus prefented to him, or con- 
firming his countrymen in thofe fufpicions to 
which the governor's condudl had given rife. 

44 As it was but too manifeft," he faid, " from His advice, 
the drain of Dohn John's letter, that he intended to v ^t NQ " 
tread in the footlteps of his predeceflbrs, the States 3°*, 157*- 
and council had much need to exert all their firm- 
nefs, prudence, and circumfpe&ion. They ought 
feriouily to confider of the important charge with 
which they were intrufted •, and to remember, that, 
upon their prefent conduct it depended, whether 
they, and their wives, and children, and fellow 
citizens, fhould for the future enjoy thofe rights 
which belonged to them as natives of the Low 
Countries, or fhould be again expofed to the law- 
hfs tyranny of the Spaniards. They ought to ex- 
ercife with vigour the power which they poffeffed, 
and refolutely rejedt all terms of agreement with 
the governor, by which the fundamental laws of 
the State might be brought into danger, or their 
own authority abridged. Enter not, faid he, into any 
accommodation with him, till the Spaniards, and 
all other foreign troops be actually difmiffed. Truft 
not to any foo thing promiies which he may give 
you, of difmiffing them at a more convenient iea- 
ibn. Remember how the king himfelf, when he 
went to Spain, allured you, that the troops which 
he then left behind him, fhould, in three months 

afterwards, 
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Book afterwards, be withdrawn, and yet they were fuf- 
, y^. . fered to remain for more than a year and a half* 

j - 7 g # and would, not withft anding your felicitations, have 
ftill remained, if the calamity which befell his army 
for him in Africa, had no tmade it neceflary to remove 
them. Let no confideration perfuade you toliften 
to Don John's requeft of being inverted with the 
unlimited command of your forces. By granting 
this, you will furnifh him with weapons againft 
yourfelves. Nothing can exprefs his diftruft more 
Strongly, than his unprecedented requisitions of 
hoftages, and a guard for the fecurity of his per- 
fon. If you comply with thefe demands, you will 
enable him to annihilate your authority, and to 
trample under foot your moft facred rights and 
laws. It is impoflible to believe that one who dif- 
covers fo much folicitude to ftrip you of your pow- 
er, can ferioufly intend your welfare. Is it not more 
reafonable that the governor fhould truft the States, 
than that the States fhould lay themfelves at the 
mercy of the governor ? Such demands were never 
made, even by your princes themfelves * whofe 
pradlice always was to come unarmed to your af- 
femblies, and to take an oath to maintain your pri- 
vileges, before they received from you any pro* 
mife of obedience. Confent not to put yourfelves 
under the power of John of Auftria, upon eafier 
terms than have been ever infilled upon with your 
native princes. Require him, previoufly to his ad- 
mifTion, to interpofe his authority for the imme- 
diate departure of the Spanifh troops; and fo- 
lemnly to engage to govern the State according 
to its fundamental laws h . To thefe conditions, 
your late fatal experience will juttify you, if you 
add, that you (hall have the power of affemblins 
yourfelves twice, or even thrice a year, if you (hafl 
judge it to be expedient ; that the citadels (hall be 

rafed 

h Here the prince mentions the particular "privileges to which 
he alludes, and the times when they were obtained. Metcren, 
p. 175. 
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rafcd to the ground ; that the right of appointing 

the governors and magiftrates mall be vetted in , 

you j and that without your confent, no military ,-y 6# 
force (hall be levied, and no garrifons ftationed in 
the towns or forts. At prefent, it little imports 
you to confider whether or not this conduct will 
give offence to the king, for it is mere delufion, if 
you flatter yourfelves that you have not already 
offended him. Promifes, foothing fpeeches, and 
profeffions of affection on his part, will not be 
wanting ; but you will difcover the laft degree of 
weaknefs, if, after what you have experienced for 
feveral years paft, you are not fenfible, that nothing 
now remains for you, but either miferably to bend 
under the yoke, from which you have fo happily 
efcaped, or to employ with vigour and fortitude 
the means with which Providence has furnifhed 
you ; and which, I doubt not, may yet prove ef- 
fedhial for your fecurity, provided you maintain 
harmony and concord among yourfelves l ." 

This letter, in fome meafure, produced the Th « s . tate « 
defired effedt. It put to filence all thofe who tTtordgrT * 
were for receiving Don John on his own terms ; p° w « r8 » 
and the States, more fufpicious than ever of his de- 
fign, refolved to infill upon the difmiffion of the 
troops, and the confirmation of the pacification of 
Ghent, as conditions, without which they would 
never agree to acknowledge hit: authority. And 
that they might not be found unprepared, in cafe 
of his refufal, they gave orders for making new 
levies ; drew together an army at Wavre, between 
Brufleis and Namur ; and dil patched ambafladors 
to folicit affiflance from foreign courts. 

In Germany, where they were powerfully fe- 
conded in their applications by the prince of 
Orange, they engaged in their intereil, John Ca- 
fimire, count palatine of the Rhine. In France 
they did not confine their application to the Cal- 

Vol. II. C vinifts, 

1 Meteren, p. 175, 176. Bcntivoglio, lib, is. ab initio. Thu- 
anw, L LriL f&L ij. 
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vinifts, but likewife prevailed upon the duke of 
Anjou, the king's brother, to efpoufe their caufe, 
1 by fetting before him the profped of aneftabiifh- 
" T ^ 6 ' ment in the Low Countries, more fuitable to his 
rank than he could expedt to obtain in his brother's 
dominions. From the queen of England, their 
envoy met with the moll gracious reception. It 
was matter of the higheft fatfcsfadtion to this faga- 
cious princefs, to fee her inveterate enemy thus 
embroiled with his Flemifh fubjecte ; but, as fhe 
was itttl defirous to avoid an open rupture with 
Philip, fhe chofe to aflift them with money rather 
than with troops^ and gave them 40,000 pounds, 
with a promife of continuing her favour, on con- 
dition (which (he added in order to fave appear- 
ances) that they ftiould adhere to the pacification 
of Ghent, and not throw off their allegiance to 
their legal fovereign. 

Their n«go- While, the States were making thefe prepara- 
S^n° jolm! tions to vindicate their rights by force of arms, 
they fincerely deftred to attain their end, by nego- 
ciation with the governor. For they had too long 
groaned under the calamities of war, not to wifn 
moft earneftfy for peace, provided that bleffing 
could be fecured, without making a facrifice of 
their liberties. Don John, on the other hand, dis- 
covered an extreme reluftance to comply with 
the conditions which they required of him • but 
he endeavoured to diffemble his fentiments, and 
attempted, by fair fpeeches, to cajole and deceive 
them. Still, however, he continued to (hew his 
diffidence, by infilling upon having a numerous 
guard for his perfon ; and by refufing his confent 
to the departure of the Spaniards, unlefs the States 
tfiould at the fame time difmils all the foreign 
troops in their fervice, and give hoftages, to re- 
main in the hands of a neutral power, till their 
engagements fhould be fulfilled. 

The States, whofe jealoufy was kept alive by 
the repeated warnings of the prince of Orange, 

eafily 
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eafily penetrated into Don John's defigns ; and 
they idblved, if poiEble, to convince him, by one 
decifive ftep, that it was in vain for him to expect 15 -& 
they would ever depart fiora the terms propofed. 
In their aflemblv at Bruuels, on the 51b ot January, »s ■ »• 
1577, they drew up a new deed of union, in 
which they engaged in the mcft lclemn manner, 
to maintain inviolably for ever the pacification of 
Ghent; to fpare neither their goods, their perlbns, 
nor their lives, in order to fulhl it ; and to regard 
as perjured traitors, all thofe v ho, participating in 
the prefent unicn, (hould by word, deed, or coun- 
fel, counteract it. A cop\ of this deed, lublcribed 
by the governor and deputies of all the towns and 
provinces, bv the nobility, prelates, and other dig- 
nified ecclefiaftics -, and by the members of tribu- 
nals, councils, colleges, and chapters, together with 
a folemn ratification of it by the council, was fent 
by the States to Don John, as their final anfvver 
to his demands \ 

This meafure contributed not a little to pro- Thti. wy- 
mote the end propofed. It cjave Don John a proof ™™ "' ;h 
of firmnefs, on the part of the States, which he 
little expected, and Ihewed him the neceflity of 
either agreeing to the conditions which they fo 
earneftly required, or of refolving inftantly to have 
recourie to arms. Inflamed by ambition and the 
love of war, he would not have hefitated a moment 
what part to aft, had not his inftructions from the 
king required that he (hould avoid coming to an 
open rupture with the Catholic provinces. He 
confidered likewife, that the States had got thd 
ftart of him, and were already well prepared to 
repel force by force. Nor was he ignorant of the 
encouragement which they had received, to hop£ 
for fuccour from the neighbouring powers ; or of 
the danger to which great numbers of the Spanifh 
troops, furrounded by their enemies, were expof- 
ed, of being reduced by famine. Influenced by 
thefe confiderations, and trading, that ere lonsjj 
after quieting their fufpicions, opportunities would 
C a offer 

* Mttercn, p. 179. 
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offer of depriving the States by degrees of that 

_. power of which they were at prefent fo tenacious, 

i $77# he entered into a negotiation with their deputies 

at Marche en Famine, a city in Luxemburg ; and 

after many obftrudtions and difficulties, concluded 

Much ntfc, a treat y w j t h them, which they fondly termed the 

perpetual edidt. 

In this treaty he engaged, that all the foreign 
troops in the fervice of Spain (hould leave the Ne- 
therlands, and never return thither without the 
confent of the States ; that the Spaniards and 
Italians (hould depart within the fpace of forty 
days, and the Germans, immediately after receiv- 
ing fatisfadtion with regard to their arrears ; and 
that all the cities and forts poffeffed by thefe troops 
(hould, as foon as they were relinquiflied, be de- 
livered to the States, together with the (tores of 
ammunition, arms, and provisions. He ratified 
the pacification of Ghent. He confented that all 
. prifoners detained on account of the late difturb- 
ances, (hould immediately be fet at liberty, ex- 
cept the count of Buren ! . And he promifed that 
diligent enquiry fhould be made, concerning the 
outrages lately committed by the troops; that 
juftice (hould be executed againft the guilty, and 
a reafonable compenfation made to the fufferers, 
either in the Netherlands, or in Spain, according 
as the king (hould be pleafed to determine. 

The States, on the other hand, engaged to pre- 
ferve inviolable their allegiance to the king ; to 
maintain the profeflion of the Roman Catholic 
faith throughout all the provinces-, to receive 
Don John as governor general of the Netherlands, 
and immediately to furnifh him with 6oo,oco flo- 
rins, for the payment of the Italian and Spanifli 
troops, in order to prevail on them the more eafily 
to depart for Spain or Italy. 

rf h Ho!ui!r ^ s ^ oon ** ^is treaty was concluded, ambaf- 
rtfufeto fadors were difpatched by the Catholic States, 
«**"■• who alone were concerned in it, to the prince of 

Orange, 
1 Son of the prince of Orange* 
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Orange, and the States of Holland and Zealand, 
to defirc their concurrence. It might eafily have 
been forefeen, that this application could not be 
attended with fuccefs. For although the maritime 
provinces had confented, in the pacification of 
Ghent, to fubmit the queftion of religion to the 
decifion of a genera] affembly, to be held after the 
departure of the Spaniards ; yet in that affembly 
they knew that they would have leifure to employ 
all their influence in behalf of their religion, and 
to offer fuch reafons againft profcribing it, as they 
hoped would prove a fufficient counterpoife to the 
religious zeal of the popifti States. Without this 
expectation it can hardly be fuppofed, that Pro- 
tefcants, whofe finccrity in their profeflion was fo 
unqueftionable, would ever have agreed to leave 
to others the determination of a matter in which 
they were fo deeply interefted : and therefore it 
is not furprifing, that they declined acceding to 
the treaty now prefented to them, in which this 
important point had, without obtaining their con- 
fen t, been fo haftily decided. But lead they 
fhould alarm the bigotry of the Catholic provinces, 
they took no notice in their anfwer, of this, which 
was their principal objedtion. They began with 
faying, that they could not enough praife that ge- 
nerous zeal which the States had difplayed, in de- 
livering their country from the tyranny of the Spa- 
niards ; and they rejoiced to find that they (till 
perfifted in their refolution of adhering to the pa- 
cification of Ghent. But after confidering atten- 
tively the treaty which had been tranfmitted to 
them, they were forry to obferve, that it was ex- 
tremely ill calculated to anfwer the laudable inten- 
tions of the States. For befides feveral other ob- 
jections of great weight, there was no proper pro- 
vifion made, in this treaty, for the regular calling 
of affemblies : in a convention, held on purpoie 
to reftore and fecure their rights, an open infrac- 
tion of them was ratified, by their confenting to 
the unjuft detention of the count of Burcn ; the 
States had failed in the refped and gratitude 
C 3 which 
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which they owed to the queen of England and the 
, duke of Anjou ; and certain articles of the treaty 
IS77* ^ ere derogatory to the honour of the Netherlands; 
particularly that article, by which, inftead of in? 
lifting upon a reftitution of thole invaluable effe&s, 
of which the Spaniards had plundered the inhabit? 
ants, they had promifed money to thofe men, 
potwithftanding their having been folemnly de- 
clared traitors and rebels by the States themfelves, 
and by the council of ftate, when clothed with 
the authority of the king. 

peptrture The Catholics could not but be fenfible of the 
Snd h spaiSh ftreijgth of thefe objedtions. Their impatience to 
fro*??* be delivered from the Spanifh tropps, and their 
eager defire of peace, had betrayed them into that 
precipitation of which they had been guilty. They 
could not avail themfelves now of the fuperio? 
penetration of the prince of Orange. The treaty 
was already concluded, and nothing remained for 
them, but to watch the governor's motions with 
an attentive eye, till the troops were removed tQ 
fuch a diftance, that they could not eafily be re- 
called. Don John was at great pains to difpel 
their fufpicions. For that purpofe, he employed 
all his influence to perfuade the Spaniards to de- 
part ; and he at length prevailed, though not till 
he had diftributed among them the money which 
he had received from the States. This brave, but 
ferocious, and favage band then fet out upon their 
march for Italy, like an army in triumph; loaden 
with the fpoils of their fellow-fubjedts, and with- 
out compunction for the rapacity and violence 
which they had exercifed m . 

pon John's Their departure diffufed univerfal joy 
f ^™*^° throughout the Netherlands, and the people in-, 
jacnt. dulged the flattering hope, that the king, having 
been at laft touched with their calamities, had re- 
folved to treat them with greater lenity and ^no- 
deration than they had experienced fince the be- 
ginning 
ff Thuanus, lib. lxiy. fe€t. § 
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ginning of his reign. Their fatisfadtion was 
heightened by the popular chara&er of the gover- 
nor, who was in the prime of life ; elegant and x 
graceful in his perfon and deportment; lively, fa* '* 
cetious and affable, and who gained exceedingly 
from the comparifon which men naturally formed 
of his infinuating manners, with the referve and 
aufteritv of the king. He was received in Bruf- 
fels with fuch marks of refpedt as had never been 
fl*ewn to any former governor ; and perfons of all 
ranks flattered themfelves with the pro(pe£t of a 
juft and mild ^dminiftratioa. 

They did not long enjoy this alluring profpeft. His impolitic 
Although Philip himfelf had ratified the perpetual conduc *" 
cdidt, and Don John had, before his admiflion to 
the regency, fworn in the moil folemn manner, to 
obferve it, it foon appeared that nothing was far- 
ther from the intentions of either. The limitations 
which that edidt impofed upon the fovereign's 
authority, were utterly repugnant to Philip's tem- 
per, as well as to the plan which he had formed for* 
the government of the Netherlands-, nor would 
he ever have empowered his brother to make fo 
many conceflions to the States, as the perpetual 
edi£t, or pacification of Ghent, contained, but in 
order more efFe&ually to ftrip them afterwards of 
that very power which he now confented they 
fhould enjoy. But Don John was, from his na- 
tural impetuofity, incapable of executing thi? 
fcheme, which required a much higher degree of 
circumspection and experience, as well as patience 
and diflimulation, than he poftefled. His court 
was perpetually filled with Spaniards, and other 
foreigners, who had rendered themfelves obnoxi- 
ous to the natives ; nor were any of the Fle- 
mings admitted into his confidence, but fuch as 
had fhewn themfelves devoted to the Spanifh in- 
tereft; while thofe who had difcovered an attach- 
ment to the liberty of their country, were kept at 
a diftance, and treated with indifference or con- 
tempt. 
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tempt. This circumftance contributed not a little 
tp revive thatjealoufy of his defigns, which he had 
been fo felicitous to allay. But the States were 
ftill more alarmed, when he made them jhe Follow- 
ing propofals: that they (hould not any longer 
withhold from him the authority which his precje- 
ceflbrs had enjoyed, but allow him to adk as cap- 
tain-general, as well as governor of the provinces: 
that they (hould empower him, without waiting 
for the determination of the general aflembly or 
the States, to execute the two articles of the late 
treaty, which related to the obedience due to the 
king, and the re-eftablilhment of the Catholic re- 
ligion ; and that, if the prince of Orange would 
not immediately agree to accede to the perpetual 
edift, the States mould break off all correfpond- 
ence with him, and reduce him and the maritime 
provinces to obedience, by force of arms. With 
thefe propofals the States refufed to comply, but 
expreffed their refufal in the fofteft terms ; and 
* •without taking notice of his demand, to be allowed 
to adt as captain-general, they reprefented to hini 
that, by the pacification of Ghent, both he and 
they were bound to wait for the meeting of the ge- 
neral aflembly of the States ; to whofe decifion 
the prince of Orange, and the States of Holland 
and Zealand, had engaged to fubmit. 

Don John perceiving that he was not likely 
to perfuade them, grew more impatient than ever 
under his prefent reftraints, and refolved now to 
employ either force or fraud, as opportunities 
HU duplicity (hould offer. The States could not fully penetrate 
his defign, but they perceived how mucn he was 
diflatisfied with his fituation, and what difficulty 
they would find to obtain the fulfilment of his en- 
gagements in the perpetual edi£t. This ferved 
to render them more than ever felicitous for the 
departure of the German troops, which, it had 
been agreed, (hould remain in the Netherlands, 
till they received payment of their arrears. Thefe 
arrears amounted to a very great fum, which the 

States 
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tates were utterly unable to raife at the prefent Book 
infture. But, having railed a part of it, they **Y: 
tade an offer of that to the Germans, and defired , ™ # 
icy would accept of goods and fecurity for the 
ft. In order to make a further trial of Don John's 
ncerity, they intreated him to employ his influ- 
icc, to procure their confent. Don John readi- 
agreed to his requeft ; and declared that, if the 
ermans (hould refufe to comply, he would, at 
ie hazard of his life, compel them. Having 
immoned their commanders to meet him at 
lechlin, he went thither, as if on purpofe to per- 
ladethem; but in reality to inflame their minds 
rainft the States, and to exhort them to remain 
i the Netherlands, in the fervice of the king. 
[avinghad the fuccefs which he defired with fome 
F the principal officers, and judging it neceffary 
3W to redouble his hypocrify with the States, he 
rote to them, lamenting that a much greater 
im was neceffary to fatisfy the German troops, 
lan could be procured in the Low Countries ; and 
ffering to fend his lecretary Efcovedo to repre- 
:nt their fituation to the king. This artifice was 
Dt altogether without effeft. The States could 
ot believe that Don John was capable of fo great 
eceit, as he was now pradifing againft them. 
*hey agreed to his propofal, and, as an expref- 
on of their gratitude, they fettled a penfion of 
ooo ducats on Efcovedo, who fet out immedi- 
:ely for Spain ; but with a defign extremely dif- 
:rent from that which was pretended. . 

Don John in the mean time carried on his in- J** ^ 
igues with the German officers, and hoped foon, Ni^ur.' 
y their means, to get poffeflion of the fortified 
>wns in which they lay. But before any of the 
lans which he had formed with this view we:c 
ut in execution, he judged it neceffary to with- 
rawfromBruffels,and,ifpoffible,to make himfelf 
lafter of fome place of ftrength near the frontier, 
iicre he might remain in fafety till he fhould fi:id 
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himfelf in a condition to take the field. Of all the 
, frontier towns, Namur appeared the fitteft for his 
, 577> purpofe; being conveniently fituated for the re- 
ception of the troops, to which he expedted the 
king would foon give orders to return from Italy. 
It happened that Margaret de Valois, queen of 
Navarre, intended at this time to pafs through 
Namur in her way to Spa. On pretence of pay- 
ing his refpe&s to Margaret, he left Bruffels, and 
arrived in Namur, with a great number of the no- 
bility and others, who were favourable to his de- 
fign. But as the governor of the caftle was a per- 
fon of ftritt fidelity, Don John was obliged, in 
order to accomplifh his aim, to have recourfe to 
the following Itratagem. Feigning to fet out in 
the morning for the chace, he took his way by the 
caftle ; where having ftopt, and enquiring for the 
governor, he pretended a curiofity to fee the forti- 
fications of the place. The governor, flattered 
with this vifit, and fufpedting nothing hoflile from 
men who feemed equipped only for hunting, rea- 
dily admitted, not only Don John himfelf, but his 
attendants •, fome of whom having arms concealed 
under their apparel, immediately feized uporj the 
July *4to. gate \ 

John having thus fecured poffeffion of the caf- 
tle, the town was, by the affiuance of count Bar- 
laimont, governor of the province, foon fubjected 
to his authority. He observed with triumph, that 
the day on which this event happened, was the 
fiift day of his regency. It might with greater 
propriety have been faid, that it was the firft of 
thole calamities which purfued him to the grave. 

After fuch an open violation of his faith, there 
could be little rcom for any future negotiation 
with the States. Yet, in a letter which he wrote 
to them on this occafion, he regretted that the 
j:lots which had been laid to deprive him of his 

life 
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life or liberty , had obliged him to have recourfe B o o it 
to fo hoftile an expedient : and he affirmed, that ^*\j 
he was ftill ready to obferve the conditions of 1S77 . 
the perpetual edidt ; but declared that he would 
not quit his prefent fituation, till they fhould make 
provifion for the fecurity of his perfon, againft the 
machinations of his enemies. 

The States and council were greatly aftoniflied, TheaftonMi- 
when they received intelligence of this event, g™^ lhe 
They had wiftied for nothing fo much as to pre* 
ferve the provinces from being plunged afrefli into 
the calamities of war. They confidered that fome 
of the principal cities in Brabant were in the hands 
of the Germans. They knew not what part thefe 
troops might aft, if hoftilities with the governor 
fhould take place j and they could not imagine 
that he would have ventured on fo manifeft a 
breach of the perpetual edift, without the profpedt 
of fome powerful fupport. They immediately 
difpatched ambaffadors to remonftrate with him 
on the nature and confequences of his condudt, 
^nd to requeft him to return to Bruflels. They 
promifed to make the mod ferious enquiry into 
the machinations of which he complained, defircd 
that he would name the perfons guilty, and allur- 
ed him, that nothing fliould be wanting on their 
part to provide, in the moft fatisfa&ory manner, 
for the iecurity of his perfon. 

Of the reality of thefe machinations he could 
produce no other evidence, but fome anonymous 
letters, which, he faid, had been tranfmitted to 
him. But as no perfon was named in thefe letters, 
and the authors of them were utterly unknown, 
all men believed them to be a forgery of his own, 
or of his courtiers, defigned to ferve as a pretext 
for his prefent treachery. 

The anfwer which he made to the States ftiew- 
ed clearly, that, in the ftep which he had taken, 
he had been influenced by a motive very different 

from 
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from that which he pretended— That the States 
fliould put him in full poffeffion of the authority, 
7? 77 7 which the preceding governors had exercifed-, that 
they (hould give him the entire command of the 
army v break uffall communication with the prince 
of Orange, and the provinces of Holland and Zea- 
land, and compel them to accede to the perpetual 
cdidt Thefe were fome of the conditions,, to 
which if they did not agree, he acquainted them, 
that he was unalterably determined not to return. 
The States reprelented the inconfiftency between 
the former of thefedemands, and the perpetual edict; 
and reminded him of the utter impoflibility, under 
which they found themfelves, of complying with 
the latter, without violating their faith, which they 
had pledged, in the pacification of Ghent, to the 
maritime provinces. He (till perfifted in his refo- 
lution ; and the States were equally inflexible. 

Difcovery of T h e y were confirmed i n their purpofe, by fome 
hi» dcf, & n8 - letters writ by Don John and Efcovedo to the king, 
and Antonio Perez his fecretary, which were inter- 
cepted in Gafcony by the king of Navarre, and 
fent by him to the prince of Orange, who tranf- 
mitted them to the States. In thefe letters, the 
neceffity of the fpeedy return of the Italian and 
Spanifh troops were urged with the utmoft ear- 
neftnefsand importunity. Thedifeafes of the Ne- 
therlands, faid Don John, admit of no other cure, 
but lopping off the parts affe&ed : and, to the 
fame purpofe, Efcovedo obferved, That fire, and 
the (hedding of blood, were the only means by 
which the diforders that prevailed could be reme- 
died. For no man here, faid he, whether amon* 
the nobility or people, performs the duty that he 
owes either to uod or the king. Opinions the moll 
abominable univerfally prevail •, and every man 
lives as he liils, without law or rule. To which 
he added, That if the king did not fend the ne- 
cefiary troops and money foon, he was afraid that 
Don John, who could not endure his prefent fitu- 
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ation, would quit the Netherlands, and try his Book 
fortune elfewhere. ^™^ j 

Wh 1 le thefe letters ferved to alienate the Flem- f 577- 
ings more than ever from Don John, they raifed to The sut« 
the greateft height their admiration of the pene- £££££ 
tration and fagacity of the prince of Orange, who th«r pifcf- 
had given them early warning of the governor's ^ 
duplicity, and whofepredidtions were now fo re- 
markably fulfilled. They entered with greater ar- 
dour than ever into his views, and in conformity 
with his advice, they refolved to lofe no more time 
in negotiating, but without delay to put the pro- 
vinces into a pofture of defence, before the re- 
turn of the Spanifh forces. Whilft their levies, 
and other military preparations, were going on, 
they laboured with great folicitudeto perfuadethe 
Germans to deliver up the towns in their pofleflion. 
Their fuccefs was in Come meafure retarded by the 
governor's intrigues with the officers; but the 
States, having at this time greater facility than 
Don John, in employing either money or force, ac- 
cording as the one or the other was moft likely to 
prove effedtual, had greater influence with the fol- 
diers ; who not only refufed to liften to their of- 
ficers, but put fome of them under arreit, and 
gave them up to the States, together with the 
towns and citadels. In this manner the States 
recovered Bergen-op-zoom, Tolen, Breda, Bois- 
le-duc, and feveral other places •, and they had the 
good fortune like wife to defeat a body ofGermans,in 
the governor's intereft, who were upon their march 
to furprife the citadel of Antwerp. After which, 
prompted partly by the apprehenfions which this 
attempt, though unfuccefsful, had excited, and 
partly by the remembrance of the many cala- 
mities which the citadels, in other places as well as 
Antwerp, had occafioned to the inhabitants^ they 
refolved to demolifh thefe fortreiles * and gave or- 
ders for this purpofe, which were executed by the 
people with inexpreilible alacrity . 

Don 
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Don John, in the mean time, endeavoured to 

make himfelf mailer of fome places in the heigh- 

"1577."" bourhood of Namur ; and he fucceeded in his at- 
tempts upon Marienburg and Charlemont. But, 
being forfaken by the duke of Arfchot, and almoft 
all the other nobility who had attended him to Na- 
mur-, and perceiving that the States were much far* 
ther advanced than himfelf in their military prepara- 
tions, he fent them word that he had follcited the 
king for. liberty to leave the Netherlands; and 
would immediately retire to Luxemburg, to wait 
the ifTue of his application, provided the States 
would agree to dcfift from hoftilities till the king's 
inftrudtions Ihould arrive. But the States, fuf- 
petting from their former experience that he in- 
tended nothing by this propofal but to render them 
more remifs in their preparations, gave him for 
anfwer, that before they would liilen to any 
terms of accommodation, he mull deliver up the 
city and callle of Namur. To this Don Jonfi re-* 
fufed to confent ; and thus the negociation was 
broken off, and all hopes of terminating the dif* 
pute amicably were extinguilhed '. 

The sates The States, confidering war now as una- 
bvite the voidable, refolved to invite the prince of Orange 
or^gc to to refide at BrufTels ; and accordingly five of their 
Broffck! number were appointed to carry him an invitation, 
01 c * couched in terms fo flattering and refpedlfril, and 
fo expreflive at the fame time of their gratitude for 
his former fervices, that it was impoflible he could 
hefitate to comply with their requell. Having 
obtained the confent of the States of Holland and 
Zealand, he went firft to Breda, and thence to 
Antwerp and Bruflels. His reception in the 
places through which he paffed, was fuch as might 
be expe&ed from a people, by whom he was held 
in the higheft refpedl and veneration. Ardent to 
behold him, after an abfence of feveral years, dur- 
ing which he had undergone fo many labours, and 
been expofed to fo many dangers in their fervice, 
they poured out in multitudes, to the dillance of 
Hi^ reqip- jf evera i miles, to meet him. In his pafTage from 

Antwerp 
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Antwerp to Brufiels, one fide of the canal was Book 
Hned by the inhabitants of the former of thefe ^-"^ j 
places, and the other, by thofe of the latter ; while , S77 . 
the banks refounded with the joyful fliouts of a 
grateful people, who faluted him with the glorious 
appellations of the Father of his Country, and the 
Guardian of its Liberty and Laws. Nor were 
thefe demonftrations of joy confined to the vulgar, 
who are always fincere, but often precipitate and 
inconftant in their applaufes ; perfons of all ranks 
vied with each other in teftifying their refpeft and 

fratitude; and immediately after his arrival, the 
tates of Brabant and the States-general concurred 
in eledting him governor of the province of Bra- 
bant *; a dignity which had been hitherto be- 
ftowed only on the viceroys, or governors-gene- 
ral of the Netherlands. 

By his wifdom and moderation, as well as by . The P^"? if " 
his vigilance and induftry, William fulfilled the £ g t^Ne- oa 
moft fanguine expectations of his countrymen, lh€rl *n<i«. 
But, notwithftanding his addrefs and prudence, 
and fkill in managing the minds of men ; qualifi- 
cations which he polfefled in the moft eminent 
degree; he could not preferve that unanimity 
among the Flemings, which it was of fo much 
confequence for them, in the prefent juncture, to 
maintain. At no period had they enjoyed fo fair 
a profpedt of fecuring their liberty on a firm and 
permanent foundation. Befides the advantage of 
having aperfon of fo great experience and abilities 
to guide their counfels, the Spanifli troops were 
entirely withdrawn ; the king's finances were 
greatly exhaufted with the wars in which he had 
been continually engaged ; almoft all the fortified 
places were in the hands of the States ; and the 
people were animated univerfally with the moft 
violent abhorrence of the Spanifh government. 
But the States were prevented from improving the 
opportunity which this fortunate concurrence of 
circumftances afforded them, by a fpirit of divifion 

and 
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and animofity, which fprung up, partly from the 

_ _jjealoufies of the nobility, and partly from the in- 

!^ 7# temperate religious zeal and bigotry of the people. 

sourcei of Philip de Croy duke of Arfchot, the marquis 
nST^d. °f Havr^e his brother, the count de Lalain, and 
feveral others of the catholic nobility, had, fince 
the death of Requefens, diftinguiflied themfelves 
as ftrenuous affertors of the liberties of their coun- 
try. They had promoted with all their influence 
the pacification of Ghent, and had concurred with 
their countrymen in the invitation given to the 
prince of Orange to refide at BrufTels. But when 
they reflected upon the extraordinary marks of 
attachment which William had received, and faw 
him vefted with an authority and dignity in Bra- 
bant, which only the fovereign or his viceroys had 
hitherto enjoyed ; above all, when they contem- 
plated his great abilities and experience in the con- 
duct of affairs ; they forefaw that they muft con- 
tent themfelves with adting a fubordinate part in 
the government, and that the States would, in 
every branch of adminiftration, be diredted by the 
prince of Orange, who muft therefore reap the 
glory of whatever fhould be atchieved, and, with- 
out the name of fovereign, exercife a fupreme and 
fovereign authority. Stung with envy, and dcfir- 
ous to conceal the motive of their conduct, they 
began to affedt an extreme anxiety at the danger 
to which the catholic faith was expofed, by the 
States repofing fuch unreferved confidence in one 
who was an avowed friend of the new religion. 
On this pretence, which never received any colour 
from the prince's conduit, they formed themfelves 
into a confederacy, with a defign to counteract 
him. And in order to give their party confiften- 
cy, weight, and influence, they refolved to invite 
the archduke Matthias, brother of the emperor, to 
take upon him the government of the provinces, 

Ubi Z Ut wt This refolution they not only formed, but ex- 
•n iwi'atta ecuted, without the knowledge or authority of the 
toMauhk*. States, 
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States. They difpatchcd a meflenger to Matthias 

with the greatefl fecrecy, and iritreated him to , 

leave Vienna without delay. ! s 77 . 

Nothino could e&ceed the temerity of thofe 
who gave this invitation, but the imprudence of 
Matthias in accepting it. For befides, that he was 
called only by the leaft powerful of the two parties 
into which the Flemings were divided, he could 
not be ignorant how injurious and affronting his 
conduft muft be thought by his kinfman the king 
of Spain. It is fome alleviation of his folly, that 
he was only twenty-two years of age ; and that, 
confidering the numerous progeny which his father 
had left behind him* there was little probability of 
his obtaining any fettlemerit in Germany, fuitable 
to his rank. At the time of the death of Requefens, 
he had made An offer of his fervice to the States^ 
and he accepted greedily of the prefent invitation. 
His cnterprife being of fuch a nature that he durfl: 
not difcover it to the emperor, he fet out from 
Vienna in the middle of the night, with a fmall 
number of attendants. No fooner was his brother 
apprifed of his defign, than meflengers were dif- 
patched to bring him back, and letters fent to the 
princes whofe States he muft pafs through, intreat- 
ing them to flop him ; but Matthias travelled fatt- 
er than the meflengers, and; in a few days, reach- hu arrival. 
ed the town of Lierras in Brabant. 

The States, aftonifhed at the news of his arri- Hefcadmit- 
val, and highly incenfed againft thofe who had in- {;^ h ™ r 
vited him, complained ioudly of the infult offered sute«. 
to their authority ; and would have inflantly form- 
ed the refolution of rejecting him, had they not 
been difluaded from it by the prince of Orange. 
William forefaw the advantages which might arife 
from that rivalfhip, into which Matthias had en- 
tered with his kinfman Don John, and from the 
feeds of enmity which were thereby fown between 
the German and Spanilh branches of the houfeof 
Auftria. He reckoned it rather fortunate, that 
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Don John had received fo unpardonable an offence 
from the catholic nobility : and he confidered how 
, r 77 . fatal to the general intereft of the provinces all di- 
vifion muft neceffarily prove, in the prefent criti- 
cal conjun&ure of their affairs. 

Influenced by thefe confiderations, he ex- 
horted the States to overlook the injurious treat- 
ment which they had received, and perfuaded them 
to agree, not only to receive Matthias with all the 
refpeft due to his high rank, but even to eledk him 
governor, on fuch conditions as they fliouldjudge 
proper to require. This condud, the mod pru- 
dent that could have been adopted in the prefent 
circumfiances, furnifhed no fort of triumph to the 
duke d'Arfchot, and the other catholic nobility. 
On the contrary, it mortified them exceedingly, 
to obferve that Matthias owed his eledtion not to 
them, but to the prince of Orange ; whofe autho- 
rity, which they intended to have controlled, was 
now confiderably augmented, and more firmly 
eftabliflied than before. 

Mortifici- Soon after this, they received a flill more fen- 
'iSr* the fibl e mortification. The duke d'Arfchot having 
IKy ' lately been appointed governor of Flanders, had 
fet out for the city of Ghent, to take poffeflion of 
his government. Not long after his arrival, a de- 
putation of the inhabitants having urged him with 
much importunity to reinftate them in their an- 
cient privileges, of which they had been deprived, 
in the time of Charles V. he was heard to declare, 
that that feditious multitude, which made fo much 
noife about their privileges, fhould ere lortg be 
puniihed as they deferved, notwithftanding their 
being fupported by the prince of Orange. This 
faying being repeated by fome who heard it, and 
circulated all over the city, inflamed the minds of 
the people with rage and indignation. They ran 
to arms, furrounded the governor's houfe, and 
threw him, and his friends and attendants, into 
prifon. The prince of Orange, dreading the con- 
sequences 
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fequences of fo violent a procedure, and believing Boo* 
the duke to be now fumciently humbled, inter- ^ x ^ iA i 
ceded with the Ghentefe, and procured his liberty -, 1 5 ;7 . 
but no folicitations could induce them to releaie 
his adherents. In this manner was the duke d'Ar- 
fchot's importance in the Netherlands almofl anni- 
hilated. Matthias perceiving this, law it to be his 
intereft to connett himfelf with the party of 
which the prince of Orange was the head ; and 
readily accepted the government, with a condi- 
tion to which the States required his conient, that 
the prince fliould be his lieutenant general in all the 
branches of admini ft ration. 

Matthias made his joyful entry into Bruffels, *57& 
in the beginning of the year one thoufand five 
hundred and feventy-eight, when both he and the 
prince of Orange were admitted to their refpc&ive 
offices, after taking an oath to maintain the laws, 
and to regulate their conduct according to the in- 
ftruftions which fliould be given by the States'. 

Don John fentan ambafladorto proteftin his Appii«thu 
name againft thefe proceedings. But the States ^pj;^;' 
had fome weeks before this time declared him an 
enemy to the Netherlands, and paid no regard to 
his proteftation. As they were perfuaded, how- 
ever, that they had done nothing but what was 
authorifed by the fundamental laws of the confti- 
tution, they wrote an account of their proceedings 
to the king, declaring that they (till held their al- 
legiance to him inviolable •, and praying, that he 
would confirm their election of his kinlman Mat- 
thias, as the moil likely means of relioring tran- 
quillity to the provinces. They had very little rea- 
fon to expedl that Philip would liften to this re- 
queft. He looked upon their condudt in a light 
extremely different from that in which they them- 
felves regarded it ; and confidered their preemp- 
tion in rejecting the governor whom he had ap- 
D 2 pointed, 
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Book pointed, and ftill more that of nominating another 
^yY;^ without his confent, as an a& of the moll auda- 
1 578. cious rebellion. The States were too well acquaint- 
ed with his chara&er, not to entertain fome ap- 
prehenfions that fuch might be his fcntiments; and 
therefore, while they omitted nothing in their pew- 
6r to afluage his refentment, they endeavoured to 
fecure themfelves againft the effects of it,, by inte- 
refting the fleighbouring powers in their betialf, and 
by euabiilhing unanimity between the religious 
parties into which the provinces were divided. 

lit order to accomplifh this laft and riioft im- 
portant objedfc, a new treaty of union was con- 
cluded, in which, befides confirming the pacifica- 
tion of Ghent r the catholics and proteftants pro- 
mifed mutually to fupport eiach other ; and engag- 
ed, that they would join together in oppofins all 
perfecution, on account of religion^ from what- 
ever quarter it fhould come *. 

The tape- Tbe neighbouring powers were not unconcern- 
ed fpedtators of thefe tranfadtions. The emperor 1 
faw with much anxiety, that thofe flames which 
had burnt fo long in the Netherlands, were now 
likely to burft out with greater violence than ever. 
But having been educated at the court of Madrid 
under Philip, with whom he wifhed to liye on 
amicable terms, he had jfhewn hi mfelf exceedingly 
difpleafed with the condudt of Matthias; had given 
Philip entire fatisfadVion with regard to his own in- 
tentions ; and had refolved to take no other part 
in the diffenfions of the Netherlands, but that of 
Employing his interceffion and advice. He did 
not however oppofe *he levies which the count 
Palatine was making for the fervice of the States, 
either becaufe he knew that his prohibition would 
not have been regarded, or becaufe he defired to 
preferve a ftrid neutrality between the contending 
parties. 

Henry 
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Henry III. of France was too much occupied Boot 
in his own dominions, to have leifure to enter deep- L ^ 
ly into the affairs of the Netherlands. For many ,--g # 
ages, France had feen no king of whofe reign the Henry iil of 
people entertained more fanguine expectations. France - 
Haying, in his early youth, been appointed com- 
mander in chief by his brother Cnarles, he had 
?'ven fignal proof of uncommon abilities, 
he French ijation had flattered themfelves with 
the hopes of feeing their kingdom reftored by him 
to its ancient fplendor; his fame was univerfally 
diffufed ; and the Poltfh nQbility had, with gene- 
ral applaufe, conferred upon him their elective 
crown. But when, upon his brother's death, he 
left Poland, and fucceeded to the crown of France, 
it is inconceivable how great a change he feemed to 
have undergone. Irrelblute, inconftant, indolent, * 
and voluptuous, with a mixture of the moft ridi- 
culous fuperftition, he loft the confidence of the 
catholics as well as protettants, whom he favour- 
ed and betrayed by turns. The unfteady and un- 
fkilful hand, with which he held the reins of go- 
vernment, added daily new force to the virulence 
of faction, till every member of the ftate, and 
almoft every individual in the kingdom was in- 
fedked. The queen-mother employed all her art 
and influence to fupport his authority, but could T j* *£!**, 
not reftrain her younger fon, the duke of Alenfon, "odiedX 
now duke of Anjou, from putting himfelf at the °* Au ; ou - 
head, fometimes of one party, and fomctimes of 
another, in oppofition to the king. To this prince, 
who was now the prefumptive heir of the crown, 
the Flemings addreffed themfelves, after having 
in vain applied to the king himfelf for protedtion. 
Anjou liftened with much pleafure to their appli- 
cation; and having conceived hopes of obtaining 
the fovcreignty ot the provinces, he made them 
the moft flattering promifes of affiftance. Henry, 
far from oppofing the duke's defigns, confidcred 
his leaving France as the moft fortunate event that 
could happen ; fince he would be thereby deliver- 
D 3 ed 
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ed from a great number of reftlefs intriguing fpi- 
rits, by whom the tranquillity of his kingdom had 
been difturbed. But as he declined on this occa- 
fion to aflift his brother in levying forces, partly 
from inability, and partly from the dread of em- 
broiling himftlf with Philip, Anjou was not in 
a condition, till fome time aft|r the prefent period, 
to fulfil his engagements. 

They receive The Flemings mean- while received the moft 
•flifUnce feafonable afliftance from the queen of England. 
iTth/ 1 " 4 * Don J°hn had, fome months before, endeavour- 
ed to prepoflefs Elizabeth in bis favour ; by repre- 
senting, that the difturbances in the Netherlands 
were entirely owing to the prince of Orange, and 
his adherents, who had broken the pacification of 
Ghent, and by their intrigues prevailed upon the 
States to violate the perpetual edict. Elizabeth 
pretended to give credit to this representation, and 
ordered her ambaffador to reproach the States with 
their infidelity, and even to threaten them with 
her refentment, iq cafe they fhould refufe to ad- 
here to their engagements. Thus far this artful 
princefs went, in order to perfuade Philip that (he 
ierioufly defired his fubjefts in the Netherlands to 
maintain their allegiance. But in reality ihe wifh- 
ed for nothing lefs. In a political light (that light 
in which the conduct of Elizabeth ought almoft 
always be confidered) nothing could be morede^ 
firable to her, than that the troubles of the Low 
Countries fhould continue ; and, if either of the 
two contending parties ftiould finally prevail, that 
vidtory fhould fall rather on the fide ot the people, 
than of the king. But when fhe? confidered the 
inequality of the difpute between him and the 
Flemings, (he dreaded that the latter, if left to 
themielves, mnft foon be compelled, either to re- 
linquifh their pretenfions, or to throw themfelves 
for protection into the arms of France. She had 
therefore refolved to watch carefully over their 

conduit, 
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condudt, and to afford them, from time to time, Book 
fuch affiftance as their circumftances ftiould re- „ * ! Yl 
quire. §he lent a favourable ear to the defence 
which was made by the prince of Orange and the 
States againft Don John's accufation ; and (he ad- 
mitted of their juftification the more willingly, as 
in the reprefentation given her of Don John's 
conduct on this occafion, fhe found reafon to be- 
lieve that his intentions were no lefs hoftile \\ ith 
regard to herfelf, than with reipeft to the States 
and the prince of Orange. For William had 
taken particular care to inform her of Come in- 
tercepted letters of Don John's, from which it 
appeared, that he entertained a fecret correfpond- 
ence with the queen of Scots ; that he had form- 
ed a plan, to which the pope was privy, for fet- 
ting that princefs at liberty ; and that he was in- 
cited to attempt this, not only by the defire of 
diftrefling Elizabeth, but likewife by the wild am- 
bition of marrying the Scottifh queen, and attain- 
ing, through her, pofleffion of the Britifti crowns. 

After this difcovcry, Elizabeth reiolved no 
longer to keep any mealures with Don John, but 
to exert herfelf with vigour in oppofing his re-ad- 
miffion into the government of the Netherlands. 
With this intention fhe gave the molt gracious re- 
ception to the marquis d'Havree, the ambailador 
of the States, and entered readily into a treaty, 
by which (he engaged to furnifh them with an im- 
mediate fupply, both of money and troops ; upon 
condition, that the commander of thel'e troops 
fhould be admitted into the council of ftate; and 
that, during the continuance of the war, no ftep 
fhould be taken, nor any alliance formed, with- 
out her content u . 

Eliz abeth had no iooner fubferibed this trea- 
ty, than being itiil defirous to avoid an open 

D 4 breach 

■ Metcren, p. 197. Bentivoglio, p. 202. Camden, anno 
■S77. &c - 
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Booi breach with Philip, (he difpatched an ambalTador w 
XI ^* to Madrid, to reprefent to him, that in her late 
tranfadtion with the States, it was far from her in- 
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tention to encourage them to withdraw their alle- 
giance ; that, on the contrary, (he had employed 
the only means likely to prove effectual to prevent 
them from cafting themfelves in defpair into 
the hands of fome other power. She was deeply 
interefted, (he acknowledged, in faving her neigh- 
bours from oppreflion ; especially the Flemings, 
with whom the commercial interefts of her fubje&s 
had long been, and ftill were fo clofely connected. 
This (he hoped would plead her excufe for ex-r 
horting him to fubftitute in the room of his bro- 
ther a governor, in whom the people could re- 
pofe greater truft and confidence ; and with whom 
Jhe herfelf could maintain a more friendly inter- 
courfe, than (he could ever hold with Don John, 
^fter having difcovered his defign to invade her 
dominions. She concluded with intreating him to 
redrefs the grievances of his Flemifli fubjedts ; of- 
fering to mediate between him and them, if her 
tnediation could be of ufe ; and declaring, that if 
they (hould refufe to fulfil their late engagements, 
or attempt to make any innovation contrary to 
the pacification of Ghent, (he would aflift him in 
reducing them to obedience by force of arms \ 

Elizabeth could not mean any thing by this 
embaffy, but the fulfilling of an empty ceremo- 
nial, which was received by Philip, and performed 
by her with equal infincerity . She did not wait for 
a return to her embaffy, but proceeded inttantly 
to carry into execution her treaty with the States. 
Both the troops and money which fhe engaged to 
furnifh, were immediately fent over ; and the lat- 
ter was remitted by the States to prince Cafimire, 
to enable him to complete his levies. 

The 

w Thomas Wilkes, clerk of the council. * Carle, book xviil 
Camden. 
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The States had collected a confiderable body Book 
of forces, which they ftationed in the neighbour- , -'- .j 
hood of Namur ; and if they had followed the l ^ m 
counfel of the prince of Orange, who exhorted ^prudent 
them to lay fiege to thAt important fortrefs, they ajjj^ lhc 
might have made themfelves mailers of it, and 
prevented the return of the Spanilh troops. But 
many among them were ftill unlhaken in their 
allegiance to the king, as well as in their attach- 
ment to the popifti faith ; whom nothing but their 
remembrance of the cruelties of Alva, and the late 
enormities of the Spanifh troops, could have in- 
duced to concur in the meafures which the majo- 
rity had adopted. Thefe men fondly imagined 
that Philip would be moved with their calamities, 
and perfuaded to comply with their requefts. 
Being for this reafon unwilling to begin hoftilities, 
they urged ftrongly the expediency of a defenfive 
war : and thus the army was fufFered, for feveral 
months, to remain inadtive, and time imprudently 
given for the arrival of the Italian and Spanilh 
troops r . 

Although Philip did not entirely approve of^hc return 
lis brother's condudt, and defired to have obtained ° a[ ^ t roop^ 
fiis ends by negociation and artifice ; yet, having 
Failed in this way, he refolved, without hefitation, 
:o employ force; and he had accordingly fent 
3rders to Alexander Farnefe, the prince ofParma, 
to lead back the troops from Italy, to the Nether- 
ands, without delay. On their arrival at Namur, 
scing joined by other troops, which Don John had 
levied in the neighbouring provinces, they com- 
pofed an army of fifteen thoufand foot and two 
:houfand horfe; while that of the States amounted 
3nly to ten thoufand foot and one tlioufand live 
lundred horfe ; and was no lefs inferior to the 
memy in difcipline, than in number. The States 

now 

t Metercn, book viii. ab initio. 
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B o o k now faw their folly in having neglefted to make 
pthemfelves matters of Namur, as an entrance had 
thereby been fecured for the Spaniards into the 
centre of the Netherlands. 

Don John was at this time in a fituation much 
more fuitable to the talents which he pofleffed, than 
thofe negociations and treaties in which he had 
been hitherto engaged. He had longed with ex- 
treme impatience for the arrival of the forces, and 
ardently defired to be revenged upon the States for 
the injurious treatment which he imagined he had 
received. Having got information that their 
army, commanded by the Sieur de Goignies, had 
left their camp in the neighbourhood of Namur, 
and were retiring towards BrufTels, he refolved to 
attack them on their march. With this intention 
he fent his cavalry before, under the prince of 
Parma, and followed them himfelf, as quickly as 
poffible, with the foot. Farnefe executed the truft 
Battle of committed to him with great valour. At the head 
colour,. of his battalion he attacked the Flemifh cavalry 
with uncommon fury, and though they gave him 
a fpirited reception, he foon compelled them tu 
retire. In the mean time Don John came forward 
with a chofen body of infantry, and afforded him 
fuch a powerful fupport, as enabled, him to drive 
the enemy's horfe before him, till he entered along 
with them into the ranks of their main army. The 
Flemings believing the whole Spanifh forces to be 
at hand, and being utterly unprepared for fo fud- 
den an attack, were foon thrown into confufion 
and difperfed. About three thoufand were killed, 
and a great number, with the commander in 
chief, were taken prifoners. Thelofs on the fide 
January 31ft of the conquerors was inconfiderable. 

After this vi&ory Don John reduced Gem- 
blours, Louvain, Sichem, Nivelle, and feveral 
other places, both in Brabant and Hainault. He 
defired likewise to have laid liege to Bruflels • but 
his council of war were of opinion, that his ftrength 

was 
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was not adequate to fo great an enterprife, and Book 
thought it more expedient to aim at eafier con- ^ *' -^j 
}uefts, till his army fhould be reinforced. , $7 g p 

The States in the mean time received an abun- Amftcrdam 
Jant compenfation for their lofles in the fouthern^"^^ 
provinces, by the acquifition of Amfterdam. To racy. 
:his wealthy city, which even at the prefent period Fcbruary8lh 
was the greateft in the northern province3, the 
iuke of Alva had, as mentioned above, given the 
noil particular attention; having expelled the 
protenants, and put the government entirely into 
the hands of rigid catholics. Thefe men, fup- 
ported by a numerous garrifon, had baffled all the 
attempts which had been made by the States of 
Holland to reduce them. But being now hem- 
med in by their countrymen both by fca and land, 
and their trade almoit ruined, they at lait confented 
to accede to the pacification of Ghent, and agreed 
to difband the popifli garrifon, to recall the protcft- 
ant exiles, and to allow them to hold their reli- 
gious aflemblies without the city. It was not long 
before they repented of thefe conceifions. The 
proteftants being inflamed with zeal for their re- 
ligion ; impatient under the reftraints which in 
the late agreement had been laid upon them, fired 
with refentment for former injuries, and fufpicious 
that the catholics were again meditating fchemes 
for their expulfion, they flew to arms, and having 
fuppreired the exercife of the popifh faith, they 
drove all the priefts, and others whom they fuf- 
pe&ed of malignant defigns, out of the city *. 

In the midft of thefe tranfactionsJohndeNoir-p.V'in*. an. 
carmes, Baron deSelles, arrived from Spain, with^ lo llw 
Philip's anfvver to the application which the States 
had made to him fume months before. It was 
fuch as they had reafon to expect, and contained 
an abfolute denial of their requefts, with rcgird to 
the removal of Don John, and the ratification of 
the eledlion of Matthias. 

Convinced 
■ VanMeteren, p. 207. 
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B xiv* Convinced by this denial, of the folly of 
Y^r- w -Q thofe hopes which they had entertained, that the 
1578. king would yield to their entreaties, ai*d fenfible 
Tfc sutet that they had fuffered confiderable lofs, from that 
Se warf want of difpatch and fecrecy which is incident to 
the procedure of a numerous aflembly 5 they en- 
larged the powers of Matthias and the prince of 
Orange, and inverted them, and the council of 
ftate, with authority to condudt the operations of 
the war, without having recourfe on every occar 
fion to the affembly of the State! 

No time after this was unneceflarily loft. The 
troops which had been difperfed at Gemblours 
were colle&ed, and of thefe, and the new levies, 
an army was compofed, amounting to eight thou- 
fand foot and two thoufand horfe, partly Flemings, 
and partly Scots and Englifh. This army was 
ftationed in the neighbourhood of Lierres, in the 
centre of Brabant, under the command of the 
count de BofTut. Don John's army, after he had 
put garrifons into the towns which he had taken, 
was ftill fuperior in number ; and therefore he re- 
folved to march towards BofTut, before the auxili- 
aries, which the States expe&ed from France and 
Germany, fhould arrive. But he foon found that 
he had now to contend both with troops and a 
general much fuperior to thofe whom he had en- 

S^ntf Ri? countere d at Gemblours. Boflut had, from a fenfe 
of the inferiority of his forces, pitched his camp 
near the village of Rimenant, in a fituation ex- 
tremely advantageous for preventing the enemy 
from penetrating further into the provinces. On 
the one fide it was defended by the Demer, and 
on the other, by a wood ; and was fortified both 
before and behind with ftrong entrenchments. 
Notwithftanding this, Don John refolved to attack 
it, unlefs he could provoke the count to quit his 

iv prince lj ne s, and give him battle. The prince of Parma, 

• Ptrma# who from his early youth was no lefs wife than 

brave, remonftrated againft this refolution, as 

being 
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; dangerous and defperate. But Don John, Book 
; confirmed in his purpofe by the other 1 _ 3 j 1 ^ . 
:rs, gave orders for his army to advance, after { 57 8. 
ig lent before a felett body of troops, to at- 
an important poit, without the camp, which 
guarded by fome Englifh and Scotch forces, 
r colonel Norris. Among the allailants was 
Alphonfo Martinez de Ley va, at the head of 
upany of two thousand men, whom he main- 
d at his own expence, and who were all 
r gentlemen, or foldiers who had diftinguilhed 
ifelves in former wars. Thefe men attacked 
J/itifh troops with uncommon fury. After a 
: refiftance, the latter began to retreat, but in 
1 order, and with their faces turned towards 
enemy. The Spaniards, to fecond whom 
John had fent feveral battalions of frefh troops, 
iifpedting any artifice, and believing the ene- 

be intimidated, followed them with much 
pitation, till they had paft a narrow defile 
in reach <>f the artillery of the Flemifti camp. 

is then returned to the charge, and the combat The s P v 
renewed with greater fury than ever. He ™.£j ^ " lhe 
reinforced with troops fent him from the^sM* 
p f and both parties, being nearly equal, 
ted determined to die or conquer. This gal- 
Engiiftiman animated his army by his own 
iple, and had three horfes killed under him. 
Scots, impatient of the heat, fought in their Au»u(i ift. 
3, and aftonifhed the enemy with the fingula- 
of their appearance. In the mean time, a 
f of troops, which had been placed in cmbufh, 
;ked the Spaniards in flank, and BufTut conti- 

1 to fire upon them inceflantly with his artillery, 
y muft all have periftied, had not the prince of 
na obtained liberty from Don John to advance 
le head of the cavalry to their relief. By his 
rior prudence, he would have prevented this 
nfiderateenterprife; and now, by his prudence 
bravery united, he faved the troops from 
b fatal confequences, to which through their 

own 
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own and the general's confidence, they had been 
expofed. About nine hundred men however fell 
on the field of battle, and a few more were taken 
prifoners a . 

Don John, having thus failed in his attempt, 
and being fenfible that he could not, with his pre- 
fent army, keep the field againft the numerous 
forces that were teady to pour in upon him from 
France and Germany retreated, with the refo- 
lution of afting for the future on the defenfive 
only, and pitched his camp under the fortifications 
of Namur. 

Treityofthe The States concluded about this time their 
^P # with treaty with the duke of Anjou, which confided of 
the following articles: — That, under the title of 
Protedtor of the Netherlands, the duke fhould fur- 
nilh, at his own expence, ten thoufand foot and 
two thoufand horfe : that all the conquefts which 
he (hould make on the Flanders fide of the Maefe, 
ihould belong to the States ; and thofe on the 
other fide to himfelf : that, for the accommoda- 
tion of his troops, Landrecy, and Quefnoy in 
Hainault, and Eapaume in Artois, fhould be put 
in his poffeflion : that the States Ihould not enter 
into any agreement with Don John, without the 
duke's confent: and that in cafe they (hould 
hereafter think proper to eledt another fovereign, 
they (hould make choice of the duke ; but that in 
the mean time the government (hould remain en* 
tire in the hands of the States. 

Dedgtwof Agreeably to the firft article of this treaty* 

the states. Anjou had aflembled a confiderable body of 

troops in the neighbourhood of Mons, to which 

place the States fent a folemn embafly to intreat 

that he would quicken his march into the interior 

Srovinces. They intended, that their own army 
lould unite with his, and that of Cafimire, anil 

that 

* Bcntivoglio, book x. Strabo, I. iii. Metcren, p 225. 
Thuanus, lib. bcvi. fett. xii. 
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that all the three armies fliould aft in concert Book 
with one another, in expelling Don John, before *|^ . 
he (hould receive a reinforcement from Spain or ^i^g. 
Italy. Nor was it without apparent reafon that 
they entertained the hopes of accomplifliing this 
defign. Prince Cafimire had pafled the Rhine 
and the Maefe, and advanced as far as the town 
of Died in Brabant. His army, when joined Their nu- 
with that of the States, amounted nearly to forty mcrousarm 7 
thoufand foot and twenty thoufand horfe, and 
was greatly fuperior to any which Don John 
could mufter to oppofe it. 

But a variety of caufes concurred in rendering it* openti- 
almoft ufelefs thefe mighty preparations; and a^ e ^ e4 
Fpirit of divifion arofe, by which the people in the"" ca " 
more fertile provinces loll for ever that liberty, for 
which they had fo ftrenuoufly contended, at the 
very time when it was moft in their power to 
fecure it on a firm and permanent foundation. 
For although, according to the teftimony of the 
catholic, as well as the proteftant hiftorians, no- 
thing could exceed the prudence and moderation 
with which the prince of Orange conducted the 
affairs of government, it foon appeared, that no 
human uiidom was fufficient to preferve harmony 
and concord, where there were fo many grounds 
of jealoufy and difcontent. Of this diicontcnt 
and jealoufy, religious bigotry was the principal, 
but riot the only caufe. Ambition and intereft 
joined their influence to that of religion, and not 
only divided the people themfelves into factions, 
the moft inveterate and hoftile, but created fufpi- 
cion and difcord between them and the foreign 
powers which they had called to their afliflancc. 

The queen of England had heard, with great 
uneafinefs, of the late treaty between the Slates 
and the duke of Anjou. She knew not, at this 
time, how far Henry was concerned in his bro- 
ther's enterprife, n >r what fchemes of conqucft 
thefe two princes might have formed. Slit* con- 
fined 
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fidered what great advantages their neighbourhood 
. affordfcd them for the execution of thefe fchemes; 
,,-& and forefaw the prejudice which might accrue to 
the Englilh nation, if the Netherlands were to fall 
under iubjeftion to the crown of France. In 
order to prevent this, and counterbalance the 
power and influence of Anjou, (he had made fuch 
ample remittances of money to prince Cafimire, 
as had enabled him to augment, the number of his 
army, which confifted wholly of proteftants, con- 
siderably above what the States had either expedtcd 
or defired. This alarmed the jealoufy of all the 
catholics in the Low Countries, who dreaded the 
approach of fo great an army of reformers, and 
fufpedted that Cafimire, in concert with Elizabeth, 
had conceived the defignof extirpating the popifti 
faith. They did not conceal their apprehenfions. 
Even the prince of Orange, and other moderate 
proteftants, joined in remonftrating with Cafimire 
on the neceflity of his difmifling a part of his 
forces. But this remonftrance (ervcld only to 
alienate him from the prince of Orange and thi 
council, and to render him lefs attentive to their 
inftrudtions with regard to the condudt of the 
war. He was likewife highly offended with the 
preference which the States had given to the count 
of Boflut, by appointing him commander in chief 
of the army ; and he made them feel his refent- 
ttient, by the flownefs of all his military operations, 
and his continual demands of fupplies for the pay- 
ment of his troops *\ 

Intemperate But the intemperate zeal and ambition of the 
SloTtf theP rote ft ants was productive of ftill more pernicious 
Protectants, effedts. Not fatisfied with the fecurity from per- 
fection which they had enjoyed fince the pacifi- 
cation of Ghent, they took courage from the 
great number of proteftants in the army, and 
petitioned Matthias and the States, to be allowed 
to hold their religious aflemblies openly in churches, 
and to be admitted, on the fame footing with 

the 
t Reidanui, p. 25, 26. 
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the catholics, to the feveral offices of government. 
They ought certainly to have remained filent, as 
they had done hitherto, till the common enemy 
had been expelled, and the public tranquillity 
eftabliflied. Yet their conduft admits of fomc apo- 
logy » their party had greater influence now than 
it was likely to poffefs, if the catholics were deli- 
vered from their dread of the Spaniards, and they 
could not forefee thofe fatal confequences with 
which their application was afterwards attended. 

But whatever judgment may be formed of 
their difcretion, the States thought it neceflary, 
left the army (hould have proved refractory, to 
comply with their requelts. The pacification of 
Ghent required that religion (hould remain on the 
fame footing on which it flood at the time of that 
treaty, till the States of all the provinces fhould be 
affembled; yet the States, now partially aflembled, 
confented, not only that the proteftants fhould 
have accefs to all public offices, but like wife that 
they fhould have churches allowed to them in 
every place where a hundred families refided ; 
upon this condition, that in Holland and Zealand 
the fame indulgence fhould be granted to the 
catholic inhabitants. To this decree they gave 
the name of the Peace of Religion ; and each of 
the provinces was left at liberty to accept or reject 
it, as they ihould judge expedient. 

In fome cities it proved a falutary remedy for The unha P - 
the diforders with which they were diftrafted ; ™™£* m 
but, in many others, it added malignity to that 
poifon, which raged in the minds of the more vi- 
olent religioniits, and was the fource of the moft 
pernicious animofity and difcord. It gave no 
contentment to the zealots of either party, but 
contributed to inflame them more than ever 
againft each other, by adding frefii materials to 
that inveterate jealoufy and rancour which their 
bigotry infpired, but which had been laid aflcep 
for fome time paft, by their apprchenlions of tlu* 

Vol. II. " F. common 
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Boor common danger. The catholics every where, 
^J^^, but in a few cities of Flanders and Brabant, ojh 
i 578. pofed the execution of this decree ; and the re- 
formers derived little advantage from it, except in 
thofe places where they overpowered their anta- 
gonifts by fuperior numbers. In the provinces 
of Artois and Hainault, the people rejedted the 
decree with the moft determined obftinacy, and 
refufed to allow the exercife of any other religion 
but the catholic within their territories ; while the 
proteftants in Ghent and other places, adtuated 
by the fame intolerant and bigoted fpirit, expelled 
the popifh ecclefiaftics, feized their effe&s, and 
fpoiled the churches of their ornaments. 

Difcord be- Between the people of Ghent and the WaP 
Waw£>ns he loons a particular ground of enmity hadfubfifted, 
tnUFicmingf ever fince the former had caft the duke d' Arfchot 
and his attendants into prifon. For moft of thefe 
were perfons of rank in the Walloon proyinces ; 
and the Ghentefe had not only rejected every fe- 
licitation in their behalf, •but had even treated them 
with feveiity during their confinement. The 
Walloons were, for this reafon, the more readily 
incenfed by the accounts which they received of 
the late enormities committed againft the catholics, 
which they juftly regarded as a violation, on the 
part of the proteftants, of their late engagements. 
Forgetful therefore of the danger which threat- 
ened them, and liftening only to the voice of in- 
dignation and refentment, they began to feparate 
themfelves from the other provinces,, and refufed 
to contribute their (hare of the money neceflary 
for the payment of the troops. " We took 
<c arms," laid they, " to vindicate our liberty - t 
<c but what will it avail us to be delivered from 
" the Spanifh yoke, if we muft fubmit to a yoke 
ic no lets galling and intolerable, impofed upon us 
" b\ our countrymen; who, under the pretext of 
u great zeal againft the tyranny of the Spaniards, 
44 ihew now that their only defign has been to 

" tyraanife 



PHILIP n. KING OF SPAIN. 51 

tc tyrannife over us themfelves." The other pro- Book 
vinces represented to them the mifchievous confe- XIV ; . 
quences with which their condudt muft be attend- ^ ~- w 7 "g. 
ed, and accompanied their reprefentations with 
prayers and threats ; but the Walloons remained 
inflexible, and foon afterwards they gave a ftrik- 
ing proof of their hoftilc difpofition, by refufing 
to deliver the towns of Landrecy, Q^efnois, and 
Bapaume, to the duke of Anjou, in conformity to 
the treaty above recorded. Not fatisfied with 
this, they began to prepare openly for war, and 
employed the contributions, which had been 
railed for paying the army of the States, in levying 
forces againft the Flemings. The Flemings 
quickly armed themfelves in their defence, and ie- 
veral rencounters happened between the Walloons 
and them j that were equally pernicious to both. 

Prince Cafimire's troops and thofe of the The eirea* 
States had been for fome time pail united, and ot d lhal * [ ' m 
Don John was not pofleffed of a force lufficient to cor ' 
oppoie them; but the fadtious and refra&ory 
fpirit of the Walloons and Flemings had diftufed 
itfelf into almoft every part of the Netherlands, 
except the provinces ot Holland and Zealand. 
Many cities withheld their contributions, and the 
army was extremely ill provided with every thing 
neceflary to render the operations of the campaign 
effe&ual. Boflut's principal objeft was to com- 
pel the enemy to a general engagement ; and for 
this purpofe, after taking two or three towns of 
little confequence, he led his troops within view 
cf the camp in which Don John had entrenched 
himfelf, under the fortifications of Namur. With 
an army fo much fupcrior in number to the 
enemy, the count might have forced the entrench- 
ments ; but being neither furnifhed with pioneers, 
cannon, or a fumcient quantity of ammunition, 
and finding Don John unalterably determined to 
keep within his camp, he was obliged to retire. 
His troops, in the mean time, were highly dis- 
contented, on account of their want of pay. His 
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difcipline was unavoidably relaxed. The country 
was oppreffed- and plundered. Cafimire accepted 
T^g^ °f an invitation from the Ghentefe, to aflift them 
with a part of his forces againft the Walloons. 
It became dangerous to keep the remainder of 
the army any longer in the neighbourhood of the 
Spanifh camp, and it was foon afterwards found im- 
practicable to fupport it. Apart of the troops there- 
fore was difbanded, and th£ reft were put into 
garrifon in the fortified towns. 

The duke of Anjou's army was not better pro- 
vided with the means of Subfiftence than that of 
the States, and its operations were equally infigni- 
ficant. Confcious of his inability to fulfil his en- 
gagements, Anjoa grafped at thofe pretexts for 
eluding them, which the condud of Cafimire, and 
that of the Walloons, afforded him. He com- 
plained bitterly of the treatment which he received 
from the latter, who not only refufed him admit- 
tance into the towns which the States had promifed 
for the accommodation of his troops, but fhewed 
themfelves no lefs unwilling to furnifh him with 
provifions, than if he had come to invade, and not 
to protedt and defend them. He feems likewife 
to have fufpefted, and not without fome reafon, 
that Cafimire had formed fome private defigns r 
inconfiltent with that eftablifhment which he him- 
felf had in view in the fouthern provinces ; and 
that he had carried his troops to the aililtance of 
the people of Ghent, in order to pave the way 
for executing thofe defign^. He therefore refufecl 
to join his army with that of BofTut, unlefs Cafi- 
mire fhould return to it ; and when Matthias and 
the prince of Orange failed in their endeavours to 
prevail on Cafimire, (to whom the Ghentefe had 
advanced a confiderable fum of money, to induce 
him to remain with them) Anjou broke up his 
camp, and fuffered a part of his army to go over 
to the Baron de Montigny, who was commander 
in chief at that time of the forces of the Walloons *. 

Suck 
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Such was the conclufion of this campaign, and Book 
uch the iflue of all the mighty preparaiions which ^j* 1 ^^ 
he States had made for a vigorous prolecution of I57 $. 
he war. The people themi'elves, initead of unit- conciudon 
ng their efforts againit the common enemy, wage p :i l s h n e . cam " 
>var with one another, in violation of the moft io- 
emn engagements, into which they had entered 
Dnly a few months before ; and the princes, \\ ho 
lad undertaken to deliver the Flemings from the 
Spanifh yoke, inlift themfelves, * in oppofition to 
*ach other, under the banners of thoie inveterate 
factions, which threaten this unhappy people with 
deitrudlion. 

Casimire went over to England to juftify his 
conduct to Elizabeth, and Anjou lent an ambafla- 
dor to the States to make an apology for Us ? by 
reprefenting, that his troops had joined thole of 
Montigny without his confent ; but that the 
States had no reafon to dread the confequences of 
that ftep, fince the Ghentefe would be theieby 
more eafily reitrained from their execfies. The 
States, thinking it prudent to diiTemble thc:r rc- 
fentment, admitted of his apology ; and, that they 
might ftill remain on friendly terms wiih him, 
they afiured his ambaffador;;, that they had a juJt 
fenfc of gratitude for the efforts which the d.i..c 
had made in their behalf; that, as foon as poitiblc, 
they would refund hisexpences ; and that, if Uicy 
fhould ever find it neceffary to cleft another p.i nee, 
in the place of the king of Spain, they would 
make him an offer of the fovcieignty. 

During the courfe of the transitions thai Death* 
have been related, Don John had kept hi; iio >ps l ^\ T ,hn ° 
within their camp at Namur. They m : o;ht now 
have left it without danger; but D^n John had 
been feized, fome weeks before, with a violent 
illnefs, which cut him off before he had reached 
the thirtieth year of his age. His ckarh was by 
fome afcribed to poifon ; but, according; to others, 
it was owing partly to difeafe, and partly to ihat 
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chagrin which he conceived from the negligence 
with which his repeated applications for money 
and troops were treated by the Spanilh minifters. 
Fond to excels of military glory, and confcious of 
talents which would probably have enfured fuccefs, 
he lamented bitterly the neceflity which the weak- 
nefs of his army impofed upon him, of remaining 
fo long inactive, and folicited his brother for a rein-: 
forcement with the moft earneft importunity. 
Nor was it only becaufe Philip was averfe from a 
vigorous profecution of the war, that he deferred 
complying with his requeft. After that renown, 
which Don John acquired in the battle of Le- 
panto, his conduct, as above related, contained fo 
clear a difcovery of his views, as could not but 
alarm the fufpicious temper of the king, who 
thenceforth kept a watchful eye upon all his bro- 
ther's moft fecret motions ; and when he fent him 
to the Netherlands, refolved never to intruft him 
with fuch a numerous army as might enable him 
to execute any ambitious defign. Philip's fufpi- 
cions were, during his brother's refidence in the 
Low Countries, kept perpetually awake, by re- 
ports of his having formed a defign of marrying 
the queen of Scots. To thefe reports Philip gave 
credit, perhaps too eafily. By his orders, -Don 
John's favourite, and fecretary Efcovedo, who had 
fomented his matter's ambition, were privately 
put to death. It was believed by many, that he 
iffued the like orders with regard to his brother, 
and that this young heroic prince died of poifon, 
given him by certain popifhecclefiaftics, inftigated 
by the court of Spain. But whatever ground there 
was for this perliiafion, there is little room to 
doubt that, from jealoufy of his brother, more 
than any other caufe, Philip withheld the fupplies 
neceflary for cany ing on the war. And to this 
circumftance, the troops of the States were in- 
debted for their prefervation from that ruin, to 
which their divifions had expofed them d . 
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DON JOHN having on his death-bed ap- Book 
pointed the prince of Parma to fucceed ^^i^ 
him, his choice was foon afterwards approved, IS7 g # 
and ratified by the king. Thr prince 

° ol P^rma 

This young prince had on many occafions, ST^uc 
fince his arrival in the Netherlands, riven proof wr. 
of confummate prudence and the moil intrepid 
valour. Temperate, vigilant, and indefatigable, 
he could defcend to the moft minute detail in all 
miliary operations, and was always the lirft to 
expol'e himfelf to toil and danger, and the la ft to 
retire, pliant in his manners, and infuiuating in 
his addrefs ; he could fpeak moft of the European 
languages, and accommodate himfelf to the fol- 
diers of all the different nations of which the army 
was compofed. He poflefled a vigour of bodily 
conftitution equal to that of his mind, joined with 
an elevated martial air and afpett, which ferved, 
in the time of battle, to fill the enemy with terror, 
and to infpire his own troops with courage and 
confidence of fuccefs. 
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He had no fooner performed the laft offices to 
_■ his friend and kinfman, than he applied himfelf 
i 579# affiduoufly to fulfil the duties of that important 
itation to which he was now advanced. While 
the army of the States remained in the field, Jie 
was obliged, through the fmallnefs of his numbers, 
to follow the fame plan which his predeceffor had 
purfued, and to keep his little army ftrongly for- 
tified within their camp; but when, from the 
caufes above explained, not only the army of the 
Statec, but like wife the Germans and French 
under Cafimire and Anjou, were all either dif- 
banded, or put into winter-quarters, Farnefe, con- 
fidering this as the proper feafon for adtion, re- 
folved to undertake the fiege of fome important 
place, by the acquifition of which he might encreafe 
his refources for carrying on the war. 

He hefitated for fome time, whether he fhould 
enter firft upon the fiege of Maeftricht, or that of 
Antwerp. The benefit which he would have de- 
rived from the pofleflion of the latter of thefe 
places, was greater than any which could arife 
from that of the former, as Antwerp was the prin- 
cipal feat of wealth and commerce in the Nether- 
lands, and was fituated in the moil advantageous 
manner for profecuting the conqueft of the mari- 
time provinces ; but having weighed attentively 
the difficulties to be furmounted in the fiege of a 
place of fo great extent and ftrength as Antwerp, 
he wifely refolved to begin with the fiege of Mae- 
ftricht, in which he could engage with fewer forces, 
and a greater probability of fuccefs a . 

In order to conceal his defign from the States, 
he direded his march towards Antwerp, and had 
a fharp rencounter with a body of French and 
Biitifh forces, which were fent out to obftruft his 
approach. Thefe he forced to retire under the 
fortifications of the city •, immediately after which 

he 
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he turned back fuddenly, and inverted Maeftricht, Boot 
before the States had time to furnilh that town ^^j , 
with the neceffary fupplies of (lores and provifions. , - 7 « 

The inhabitants were not numerous in propor- "j^J* 8 * 
tion to the extent of the place b ; but it was l ° 
ftrongly fortified, and the want of numbers was 
abundantly fupplied by the martial fpirit of the 
people, who, being expofed from their fituation to 
Frequent invafions from foreign enemies, were 
well accuftomed to the ufe of arms. About fif- 
teen hundred of them were enrolled ; and by 
thefe, and a thoufand regular troops, together 
with two thoufand of the country people, who 
ferved as pioneers, Maeftricht was defended for 
almoft four months, againft an army of 15,000 
foot and 4000 horfe, the beft-difciplincd and 
braveft troops in Europe, whofe operations were 
directed by the greatell military genius of the 
age. Amongft the befieged there were two per- 
fons, Scwartzenbourg de Herle, a Fleming, and 
Tappin, a Frenchman, who condu&ed the defence 
with a degree of wifdom and intrepidity that ex- 
cited univerfal admiration and applaufe. 

The prince of Parma, having arrived before. 
the town in the beginning of March, fent Mon- cnmiua of 
dragone, with a part of the army, to the eall fidc Ue l fcC * ' 
of the river, to inveft the town of Vicli •, whilll he 
himfelf remained on the other fide, where he in- 
tended to make his principal attack. H ; s firfl: 
object was to prevent the States from introducing - 
any fupplies or reinforcements. With this view, 
he (hut up the Maefe with two bridges of boats, : 
one above and the other below the town, and drew 
quite round his camp, on both fides of the fiwr, 
ftrong lines of circumvallation. Immedia-cly af or 
taking this precaution, he began to make his ap- 
proach to the walls bv trenches. The garriion 
had the courage to make feveral fallies, by which 

b It Is five Italian miles in circumference. 
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his operations were retarded. At length, how^ 
ever, when by perfeverance and the power of 
,- 7g- fuperior numbers, hi*, trenches were fufficiently 
advanced* he planted "Wo batteries, one aeainft 
tjie gate of Tongres, and the other againft the 
curtain, between the gate of Hoxter and that of 
the Crofs. While the batteries were played off 
with grestt^uccefs, the royalifts pulhed forward 
the trenches, and were ready to enter into the 
foffe, or ditch. The breach ^t the gate of Ton- 
gres, was the firft made practicable, and Farnefe 
refolved to affault it with a feledt body of troops, 
drawn from the feveral nations of which his army 
was compofed. By thus mingling them together, 
he enflamed their ardour and emulation ; but they 
met witK equal ardour on the part of their oppo- 
nents, and, after an obftinate and bloody conflid. 
were obliged to retire. 

Bnvede- The prince, believing that this firft attempt 
M^ftricht. had failed through the fmallnefs of the breach^ 
renewed the fire of his batteries with redoubled 
fury, and prepared for a fecond attack. In order 
to weaken the garrifon by dividing it, he refolved 
to make an affault at each of the two breaches at 
the fame time. His troops advanced, in the face 
of the enemy's cannon, \vith the moil undaunted 
intrepidity. The befieged flood undifmayed till 
they approached, and nothing could exceed the 
fury with which both parties began the combat. 
Their fire-arms foon ceafed to be of ufe to them ; 
for they came ^immediately to clofe fight, in 
which they could employ only their pikes and 
fwords. In one of the breaches De Herle, and in 
the other Tappin, gave the moft fplendid proofs 
of capacity and valour. The affailants, enraged 
at meeting with fuch obftinate refiftance from an 
enemy fo much inferior in number, exerted their 
utmoft vigour to overpower them. The adion 
was furious and defperate. The ruins of the wall, 
and the ground on both fides, were flrewed with 
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the dead and dying. Stones hurled down from 

the bulwarks, and artificial fires, which the be- 

fieged launched among the AfTailants, increafed I57 «. 
the confufion. Thofe fires happened to lay hold 
of the barrels of gun-powder which flood near for 
the ufe of the combatants. The explofion was 
terrible, and many on both fides perimed by this 
fatal accident. The air refounded with cries, and 
fhrieks, and groans. The earth was covered with 
mangled carcafTes; yet thofe who furvived ftill 
maintained their ground with the fame uncon- 
querable obftinacy as before, and, from the horrid 
ffcene which lay around them, feemed only to de- 
rive frefli rage and fury. The prince of Parma 
gave orders at laft, with much reludtance, for 
lounding a retreat. The refolution and fortitude 
of thebefieged, he perceived, were not to be over- 
come. Even if he could have mounted the breach, 
and kept poffeifion of it, this would not have avail- 
ed him, as other fortifications had been raifed 
within, which rendered the town almoft as im-< 
pregnable as before. 

Upon reviewing his troops, the prince found 
that many of his beft officers had fallen, and that 
the regiments of Spanifh veterans were extremely 
dimimfhed. He foon completed his numbers by 
making draughts from the garrifons of the towns 
in his pofTeflion. But when he reflected on the 
character of the befieged, he perceived the necef- 
fity of laying afide all thoughts of taking the town 
by ftorm, and refolved to content himfelf with the 
flower method of undermining the fortifications, 
employing for this purpofe a prodigious number 
of pioneers, and taking effectual care in the mean 
time, to render it impoflible for the beiieged to 
receive any reinforcement or fupplies. 

The States were not negledtful of the prefer- The sum 
vation of a place, where both the garrifon and in-J^n"!!^ 
habitants had (hewn themfelves fo worthy of their i«v« «• 
attention. Having fome time before received the 
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celebrated La Noue into their fervice, they had 
appointed him governor of Maeitricht, and given 
, - 7g# him the charge of conducting thither the reinforce- 
ments which they intended for the relief of the 
befieged. Nothing was omitted by La Noue to 
fulfil their expectations ; but fo pernicious were 
the confequences of that fpirit of difcord, which 
ftill raged as furioufly as ever, between the pro- 
teftants and catholics, that, although the council of 
ftate, feconded by the prince of Orange, gave 
him all the afliftance in their power, he was never 
able to colled a force fufficient to execute his pur- 

Eofe. The fituation therefore of the befieged was 
ecome extremely deplorable. The garrifon, 
which in the beginning of the fiege confilted of a 
thoufand men, did not amount to more than four 
hundred, and the citizens and country people had 
fuffered a proportionable diminution. Their pro- 
vifions began to fail, and their ftore of gun-powder 
was nearly exhaufted. 

Thei r diftrefleswere much augmented towards 
the middle of June, by their lofs of a ravelin, which 
had enabled them to give great annoyance to the 
enemy. To acquire pofleflion of this ravelin had 
been the chief objedt of the prince of Parma's ope- 
. rations for feveral weeks ■, and, though he met 
with the moil fpirited refinance, he at length ac- 
complifhed his defign, and could, with a large ca- 
valier which he conftru&ed, overlook the walls, 
and fcour the town with his guns, almoft from the 
one end to the other. Still however the befieged, 
animated by the hopes of relief, refufed to ca- 
pitulate. 

Macfiricht Bu t the fiege was brought to a conclufion much 
prife" y Ur ~ focmer than either of the two contending parties 
had reafon to expeft. On the 29th of June, it 
was fufpected by fbme Spaniili foldiers, that the 
wonted vigilance of the garrifon was relaxed. In 
order to know the truth with certainty, thefe men 
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crept filcntly to the top of the rampart, and found 
that the defendants were not only few in number, 
but overpowered with fatigue and heat, and bu- ~T$jq. 
ried in fleep. Of this they carried information to 
the general ; who without delay ordered fuch of 
his troops as were neareft, to afcend the rampart 
with as little noife as poffible. They were imme- 
diately followed by all the reft of the army. The 
garrifon were thus fuddenly overwhelmed, and 
almoft all of them were put to the fword. The 
inhabitants fought defperately ; but they funk at 
laft under the fuperior force of the affailants, who 
fpared neither fex nor age ; and continued the 
flaughter, till of eight thoufand citizens, only 
three hundred remained. De Herle efcaped by 
difguifing himfelf in the habit of a menial fervant; 
and Farnefe ifTued ftri& orders to fpare the life of 
the valiant Tappin c . 

During the fiege of Maeftricht, various po- The prince 
iitical negociations were carried on by the oppoike °^™ e t c 
parties. The prince of Orange had at this timeq^uihctu- 
the chief direction of all the meafures that were ohim." 1 
purfued by the States and council ; Matthias hav- 
ing, from a confcioufnefs of his own want of ex- 
perience, left the entire adminiftration in his hands. 
The diflenfions between the Walloons and Fle- 
mings had from the beginning given him deep 
concern, and he had omitted nothing in his power 
to heal them. Among the Walloons he had little 
influence, by reafon of their abhorrence of his re- 
ligion, and the jealoufy which they had conceited 
of his defigns. On the other hand, the Ghentefe, 
tyho in that age, were noted for their turbulent 
and feditious fpirit, had been wrought up by cer- 
tain factious leaders to a degree of madnefs, and 
were long deaf to all the remonilrances which he 
could employ. St. Aldegond, whom he fent to 
deal with them, exerted, but in vain, all the ad- 
drefs and eloquence for which he was fo highly 
celebrated. The interpofition of Matthias and 
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the States was equally ineffectual. Nor did they 
^^ ^j pay any greater regard to the reprefentations and 
1579- treats of Elizabeth, who fent over an ambaflador d 
on purpofe to perfuade them. At length the 
prince of Orange went himfelf to treat with them. 
They had lately inveighed againft him, with great 
feverity, for his moderation towards the catholics; 
and had fuffered fome of their preachers to arraign 
him on this account, as infincere in his religions 
profeflion. But, being flattered with that regard 
and confidence of which his prefent vifit was ex- 
preffive, they refumed their wonted affection to 
nis perfon ; and, after he had (laid among them 
fome weeks, they complied with the feveral re^ 
quefts which they had hitherto rejedted. They 
confented to make reftitution of the goods of 
which they had plundered the popifh ecclefiaftics* 
permitted the re-eftabliftiment of the rites and 
ceremonies of the Romifli church, forbad all abu- 
five language, whether in the pulpit or in private 
aflemblies, and engaged to yield a more prompt 
obedience for the future to the authority of the 
States e . 

It foon however appeared, that nothing but 
William's perfonal influence had induced them 
to make thefe concellions. In a few months af- 
terwards, being incited by the fame factious 
leaders to whom they had formerly liftened, they 
indulged themfelves in the mod unjuftifiable ex- 
cefles ; they plundered the churches and monaf- 
teries, expelled the ecclefiaftics from the town, 
and feized their effects, which they diftributed 
among the Germans, whom they had called to 
their affiftance againft the Walloons. Thefe and 
other enormities occafioned the prince of Orange 
to vifit the Ghentefe a fecond time ; when they 
m^de him an offer of the government of the pro- 
vince. He prudently declined accepting this offer; 
but having again employed all his influence to 
quafh the preient diifenfions in the city, he fuc- 

ceeded 
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ceeded fo far as to be able to compel Imbife the 
chief magiftrate, together with his fadtious adhe- _ 
rents, to leave the city. He likewife put the ma- 1579, 

f'iftracy into the hands of the more moderate re- 
brmers, fet at liberty fuch of the Walloon nobi- 
li;y as were ilill in prifon, and procured for the 
catholic inhabitants, liberty of private worftiip, 
and fecurity from moleftation f . 

William laboured with no lefs earneftnefs 
to aifuage the refentment of the Walloons, who, 
although they had not been the firft aggrefTors, 
perfifted in their hoftile difpofition, with the moft 
unconquerable obftinacy. Bj the artifices of 
Matthew de Moulard, bifhop of Arras, the count 
de la Lain, the marquis de Roubais, and others 
of the nobility, who beheld with deep malignity 
William's unrivalled credit and authority, the 
people had conceived the moil incurable fufpicions, 
that, far from being adtuated by a difinterefted 
attachment to the civil or religious liberty of the 
provinces, he intended only his own exaltation, 
and was preparing to eftablifh it upon the ruins 
of the catholic faith. They lent a deaf ear there- 
fore to every plan of accommodation that was 
propofed, either by the prince himfelf, or by 
Matthias and the States ; who, they knew, were 
entirely directed by his councils e. 

The prince of Parma was too fagacious not to The P »ince 
difcern the advantage which this difpofition of the ^Jf/™* 
Walloons afforded him, for drawing them back ihc Waiioop? 
to their allegiance. Soon after the death of Don 
John of Aultria, he had, for this purpofe, begun 
a negotiation with their leaders ; upon which he 
had bellowed particular attention, in the midft 
of thofe military occupations in which the fiege of 
Macftricht had engaged him. In order to fruf- 
trate his endeavours, the prince of Orange and 
the States remonltrated to the Walloons on the 
infidelity which would be juftly imputed to them, 
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if they ftiould enter into any feparate terms of 
agreement ; and reprefented to them the danger 
«579« to w hich they would thereby expofe tbemf elves, 
as well as the other provinces, of being again 
enthralled by the Spaniards. The Walloons could 
not entirely diveft themfelves of the fcruples, 
which thefe jemonftrances were calculated to ex- 
cite ; nor were they free from thofe apprehenfions 
of the Spanifh tyranny, by which the other pro- 
vinces were fo much difquieted. They had not 
forgot the fcenes of treachery and violence, of 
which they had been fo often witnefles •, and found 
it difficult to rely on the promifes of thofe, whofe 
infincerity they had fo frequently experienced. 
On the other hand, their bigotry, joined with the 
inveterate jealoufy which the nobility entertained 
of the prince of Orange, formed an infurmount- 
able obftacle againfl: any agreement with the 
Flemings. That hatred with which they had been 
long actuated againfl: the Spaniards, began to 
yield to a more implacable averfion againfl the 
proteftants ; and in this they were conhrmed by 
the addrefs of the bifhop ol Arras, and the other 
agents of the prince of Parma ; whofe propofals 
of accommodation they were now inclined to em- 
brace, provided it could be done confiftently with 
thofe folemn engagements, under which they had 
lately come to the other provinces. To thefe 
engagements, according to the fenfe in which 
they themfelves underftood them, they adhered 
with inflexible fidelity ; and perfifted to the laft 
in requiring that all foreign troops fhould be im- 
mediately difmifled ; that the pacification of Ghent 
fhould be fully executed ; and that Philip fhould 
recognife their right to form alliances either within 
or without the Netherlands, in cafe of any infrac- 
tion on his part of the articles of this pacification. 

The Spiniih Of their feveral demands, there was none which 
u£ lu fcnt tlle P rince °f Parma found it fo difficult to digeft, 
out u" the as that of fending away the foreign troops. Their 
Netherlands pi ace> he knew, could not be fupplied by the 

undifciplined 
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iindifciplined forces of the country ; and he dread-; B o o 
ed that he fhould be obliged 10 abandon the plan , w 
which he had foimed, for iubduiug the maritime 
provinces. The king, to whom he applied for 
precile inftruttions, was no lei's averie horn this 
conceffion. But Philip, coufidejng the recovery 
of the Walloons (the mod wailikeof all the inha- 
bitants of the Netherlands) as a matter of the laft 
importance; especially in the piefent juncture, 
when his exchequer was drained by the expence 
which he had incurred in the conqueft of Portugal ; 
and hoping, that by the indulgent meafures which 
he had reiolved to efpoufe in his treatment of the 
Walloons, he fhould be able ere long to obtain 
their content to whatever he fhould require of 
them, he fent orders to Farnefe to haften the con- 
dufion of the treaty ; and it was accordingly con- 
cluded on the following terms : That all foreign May 17th, 
troops in the iervice of the king, fhould leave the 
Netherlands in fix weeks, and never return thither 
without the confent of the Walloon provinces : 
that an army of national troops fhould be levied, 
to the payment of which the king might apply the 
fubfidies to be granted by the States : that all per- 
fons in public offices fhould ta!;e an oath to main- 
tain the catholic religion : that all the privileges of 
the provinces fhould remain inviolate : and that 
the government fhould be preserved in the fame 
form in which it had been left by the late emperor 
when he refigned his dominions \ 

This treaty was figned, on the part of the pro- 
vinces,only by thedepuiies of FrenchFlanders,Ar- 
tois, and Hainault. The other provinces were not 
called, as Luxemburg had never concurred in any 
of the ljite traniaftions; and the grcateft part of 
Limburgand Namur had already iubm'uted to the 
king's auihority. 

The prince of Orange, noftranger to the fecret tiw union of 
motives of the leading men among the Walloons, urccht. 
Vol. II. F having 

h Bentivoglio, part ii. lib. i. 
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having forcfccn that this agreement would certainly 

J take place ; had, in order to provide a countcrpoile 

Too/ againft it, fet on foot a new treaty of alliance among 
the provinces of Holland, Zealand, Utrecht, Guel- 
derland, Friefland, Brabant, and Flanders. This 
alliance was called the Union of Utrecht, from the 
place where it was brought to a conclufion. It may 
juftly be confidered as the firft foundation of the 
republic of the United Provinces, It is ftill re- 
garded as containing the fundamental laws of the 
conftitution, and proves its author, by the wifdom, 
moderation, and extenfive views which it difcovers. 
It contains neither any avowal, nor any exprefs re- 
nunciation of their allegiance to Philip ; but the 
provinces tacitly aflume to themfclves the fovercign 
authority, and lodge it partly in the general affem- 
bly of the States, and partly in the States of the 
feveral provinces. The principal articles of this 
confederacy are thofe which follow : " That the 
feveral provinces contracting, unite thcmfelves to- 
gether in one political body, renouncing for ever 
tne power of feparating from each other ; but re- 
ferving each to itfelf all the rights which it poffefled 
before. 

44 Th a t the faid provinces (hall affift each other 
To repel the attacks of any foreign power ; and, in 
particular, to repel whatever violence may be of- 
fered to any of the contracting parties, in the name 
of the king of Spain, under the pretext of eftablilh- 
ing the catholic religion, or on account of any 
tranfadtion in the Netherlands, fince the year 1 558 ; 
leaving it always to the generality of the union to 
determine in what proportion each province (hall 
be obliged to furnifh its fupplies, either of money, 
or of troops. 

" That in Holland and Zealand, no religion 
but that which is already eftablifhed (hall be openly 
profefledi and that the other provinces (hall be at 
liberty to allow either of the proteftant religion, or 
the catholic, or both, as they themfelves (hall judge 
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expedient : that reftiturion lhall be nude of :he 
ettects which belong to the convents arid churches, 
in al! the provinces except thoie of Holland and 
Zealand ; and in the/e, that penlions ihail be ap- 
pointed to the popilhecciefiailics, to be paid them 
wherefoever they reiide. 

u That all frontier, and other towns, which 
the general and provincial Scuts ilull think proper 
to fortify , lhall be fortined at the joint expence of 
the generality, and of the particular province in 
which they lie ; but if the General Srates lhall on 
any occafion think proper to build new forts, with- 
out the content of the particular province in which 
they lie, the generality lhall furnilh the whole ex- 
pence. 

44 That all fortified towns (hall be obliged to 
receive luch garrifons as the generality lhall ap- 
point, on condition that the troops lhall, befides 
their oath of allegiance to the General States, take 
a particular oath to the province and tow n in 
which they are ftationed. 

" That the General States (hall not conclude 
any peace or truce, nor undertake any war, nor 
impole any taxes, without the content of the ma- 
jority of all the provinces and towns of the union ; 
and that on the other hand, no town or province 
lhall enter into any alliance with any foreign prince 
or power, without confent of the generality. 

" That in cafe any prince or (late lhall incline 
to accede to this alliance, he may be admitted, wi.h 
the confent of ail the members of the confederacy. 

" That all the male inhabitants of the pro- 
vinces, from the age of eighteen lo that of lixty, 
(hall, in a month after the publication uf the prr- 
fent treaty, inferibe their names in a remitter to be 
laid before the General States at tVu- firll afllm- 
bly, to affiit them in judging what foic^a each 
province is abletofurnhh. 

V > "That 
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" That in order to procure the money necef* 
■ &ry for the fupport of the forces, all the taxes 
M79- ^ a " ^ e f armec ^ out publicly, to thofe who (hall 
make the higheft offer ; and laftly, that the faid 
taxes (hall be heightened or lowered according as 
the General States (hall judge the exigencies of the 
confederacy to require*" 

This confederacy was not immediately attend- 
ed with thofe advantages which it was defigned 
and calculated to produce. It behoved the reli* 
gious parties to experience, for fome time longer, 
the mifchievous effects of their intemperate zeal 
and bigotry, before they could live at peace. In 
feveral places, the people were ftill agitated by the 
mod violent animofity againft one another. In 
Bois-le-duc, the proteftants and papifts took arms, 
dnd coming to blows, had feveral hundreds of their 
number killed. Soon after this, the proteftants, 
being feized with a fudden panic, abandoned the 
town to their enemies, who immediately fubmit- 
ted to the Spaniards. 

Violence of In Antwerp, where the proteftant party was the 
the proteft- mod powerful, the people infulted the popifli ec- 
ants ' clefiaftics, when employed in one of the folemn 

proceflions of their religion ; and in fpite of Mat- 
thias and the prmce of Orange, who interpofed 
their authority to protedk them, they obliged them 
to leave the city. 

Count Eg- These violences, which the reformers, impell- 
tempt'i 1 " ec * by t ' ie ' r religious zeal, exercifed in Antwerp 
Bra/Tci*. and other places, ferved only more eafily to re- 
concile the catholics to the Spanifh government ; 
and contributed not a little to make feveral of the 
nobility forfake the party of the States. Among 
thefe was count Egmont, fon of the great, unfor- 
tunate count Egmont. This young nobleman had 
hitherto diftinguifhed himfelf by his zeal againft the 
Spaniards ; but refolding now to make his peace 
with them, he attempted, with a regiment of Wal- 
loons, to render himfelf mailer of Bruflels, in order 

to 
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to deliver it to Faraefe ; and he fucceeded fo far in 
his defign, as to get poffelfion of one of the gates, 
and introduce his troops into the city. The ci- 
tizens ran inftantly to arms ; and, being joined by 
fome regular forces in the fervice of the States, they 
quickly recovered the gate by a fingular ftratagem. 
Having driven violently towards it, fome waggons 
loaded with hay and ftraw, they fet fire to thefe 
combuftible materials, and the wind blowing the 
flame and fmoke to Awards count Egmont's foldiers, 
they were foon obliged to betake themfelves to 
flight. The whole inhabitants had, in the mean 
time, got under arms, and Egmont, with the reft 
of his men, was fliut up in the market place, 
hemmed in on every fide, and without any prof- 
ped of deliverance. There they remained during 
that day and the night following ; neither of the 
two parties being inclined to begin hoftilities. The 
citizens meanwhile indulged their refentment, by 
reproaching the count with his treachery, in for- 
faking thole who had taken arms to revenge his 
father's death ; calling out to him, that only eleven 
years before, on the fame day of the year, and in 
the very place where he then flood, his father had 
died a martyr for that caufe, which be now want- 
ed fo bafely to betray. This bitter remembrance 
drew tears from the young man's eyes. The peo- 
ple were moved with that companion for the Ion, 
which they owed to the memory of the father, 
and confented to fuffer him and his troops to leave 
the town 1 . 

During the courfe of thefe tranfaftions, con- enforce 
ferences for reconciling the Netherlands to Philip qJ^ u 
were held in the city ot Cologn, at the requeft and 
under the mediation of the emperor, the pope, 
and the electors of Treves and Cologn. The pope 
fent thither Caftagna, archbifhop of Roflano, who 
afterwards attained the papal dignity, and alliimed 
the name of Urban VII. The chief of the emperor's 

embafly 

'Grotius, p. 64. Meteren, boakix. p. 250. 
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Book embaffy was count Scwartzenburg. Philip named 
xv. ^e duke de Terra Nuova for his ambaffador, and 
V ^>T*~ J the duke d' Arfchot was at the head of the deputies 
5 9 ' from the States. From this nomination of perfons 
of fo great eminence and diftindtion, fuperficial 
obfervers were apt to imagine, that the negotiation 
committed to them could not fail to be brought 
to the defired conclufion. But this was not the 
judgment of perfons of greater penetration. They 
. confidefed, not only that the prince of Orange, 
and the other popular leaders, by whom the States 
were g6verned, had already gone too far to ex- 
pert furgivenefs from the unrelenting temper of 
the king ; but that the opinions of the reformers 
were more widely diflfufed, and their zeal, if pof- 
fible, more ardent than ever. And as there was 
no reafon to believe that they would ever be per- 
fuaded to abandon their religion, fo there was lit- 
tle ground to hope that Philip's bigotry would 
fuffer him to agree to any terms of peace, whilft 
they adhered to it. It was in reality this caufe 
chiefly, by which the prefent negotiation, as well 
as all preceding ones, was fruftrated. Philip adt- 
ed on this occafion with his ufual duplicity, and 
gave private inftruttions to his ambaffador, of a 
very different import from thofe which had been 
communicated to the emperor k . At firft, he 
feemed willing to ratify the pacification of Ghent ; 
and by one of the articles of that treaty, religion 
was to remain on its prefent footing, till a general 
afTembly of the States fhould alter it. But in the 
courfe of the conferences it appeared, that the 
re-eflablifhment of popery was a condition, with- 
out which he would agree to no accommodation. 
Neither would he confent to the convoking of 
the aflembly of the States, nor to the ratifying of 
the election of Matthias -, and lie itill infifled pe- 
remptorily, that all cities, forts, and military 
ftores, fhould be immediately delivered into the 
hands of the prince of Parma. In a word, the 

terms 
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terms offered on this occafion were, in every ma- Book 
terial article, the fame with thofe which had been x Xi 
formerly rejedted by the provinces of Holland and ^' I ^i g /~ r 
Zealand, when they flood alone, and unfupported 
by the other provinces ; and therefore it is dif- 
ficult to fuppofe that Philip could, from the be- 
ginning, have intended any thing by the prefent 
negotiation, but to gratify the pope and emperor, 
at whofe defire it was begun. . 

Before the diflblution of this congrefs, how- nw«p at- 
ever, he humbled himfelf fo" far as to make pri- tc ™ pt " l \ 
vate offers to the prince or Orange. Thefe were, prince of 
the payment of his debts, the reftitution of his 0,ang€ - 
eftates, a compenfation for the lofTcs which he had 
fufiained during the war, and the liberty of his 
fon the count of Buren, upon whom, if the prince 
himfelf fliould incline to retire into Germany, the 
king promifed to beftow the government of Hol- 
land and Utrecht. Thefe offers were made in 
Philip's name by count Scwartzenburg, who pledg- 
ed his faith for the ftridt performance of them. 
William could not but be flattered with the tefti- 
mony which was thus given, by an enemy fo great 
and powerful, of the dread that was entertained 
of his abilities. But being fuperior to the allure- 
ments of intereft, he preferred the glory of faving 
from flavery a people who confided in his integri- 
ty, to all the advantages which he or his family 
could have derived from the favour or forgiveneis 
of the king. " He would liften to no propofal," 
he faid, tc that related to himfelf only. He was 
confeious, that in all his conduct, he had been 
animated by a difinterefted anedtion towards the 
public good •, and no confideration would induce 
him to enter into any agreement, from which the 
States and people were excluded : but if their juft 
claims were l'atisfied, he would not rejedt any 
terms for himfelf, which his confuence and ho- 
nour would fuffer him to accept l . 

Soon 

l Rcidanus, p. 29. Grotius, p. 66. 
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Book Soon after this, the congrefs wasdiflblved ; and 
« , 5Yi , jp no other effedt was produced by it, except that 
ic 7 g. the duke d'Arfchot, and fome other deputies of 
Diffoiution the States, embraced the opportunity, with which 
^c&! ccon " it furnifhed them, of reconciling themfelves to the 
king. 

The negotiations for peace did not entirely in- 
terrupt the operations ot the war. By the aflift- 
ance of the catholic inhabitants, the prince of 
Parma acquired pofleffion of Mechlin; and feme 
time afterwards of Villebrock; Thefe lofTes were 
compenfated to the States, by fome acquifitions 
which their forces made under the count of Ren- 
neberg ; who, "befides reducing the province of 
Friefland, made himfelf mafter of Deventer and 
Groningen. In the fouthern provinces, the Fle- 
mings and Walloons were engaged in perpetual 
hoflilities againft one another, but no exploit was 
performed by either party, fufficiently interefting 
and important to deferve to be recorded. 
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EURING the courfeof the preceding tranf- Bo o * 
a&ions in the Netherlands, Philip was ai- 
ufly employed in preparing to aflert his claim 
to the kingdom of Portugal, an objedt fitted to s-i- 
inflame a more moderate ambition than that of V'* x% *& 1 
Philip, and worthy of all the attention and cxpencc 
-which he bellowed in acquiring it. Under a luc- 
ceffion of kings, who placed their gWy in j>ro- 
moting commerce among their fubjtct;, a..d in 
making difcoveries in the remoteft regio:;:, of th« 
globe, the Portuguefe had attai/ied a dog-':?: of 
confideration among the European nations, {7,i:i 
which the narrow limits of the kingdom, 't.vl !i ■: 
neighbourhood of theSpanifh monarch., v.-a-s-A 
forever to exclude them. Eefides cfta 1 * : V;.g i "■•- 
tlementsin Africa, and the adjacent jfiv.d:, -h^y 
had doubled the Cape of Good Ho;/:, v/h ,!j ; /* 
European maiiners had ever at -cm;/; i, :l.v1 ! -1 
penetrated boldly intoa'moft e. or c.rv : «,f ?v: 
great caftcrn ocean, difcovcrlng lar.d'. v.. ?'-.': . 

k.v.v./j, 
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known, and founding cities, with a view to the 
advancement of their trade. And not fatisfied 
with their acquifitions in the eaft, they had turned 
their arms towards America, and planted in Bra- 
fil, that valuable colony, of which they ftill retain 
poffeflion. 

Don Sebaf- Joh n the third, the laft of thofe great kings un- 
titn - der whofe government the Portuguefe performed 

fuch mighty achievements, died feveral years be- 
fore the prefent period, leaving his throne to Se- 
baftian, his grandfon, who was then oqly three 
years old. This young prince gave early indica- 
tions of many fplendid accompliftiments, which 
excited in the minds of the Portuguefe the moft 
fanguine hopes of a profperous and happy reign; 
but unfortunately for himfelf, as well as for his 
people, he was animated with the moft chimerical 
ambition, which led him not to imitate the ex- 
ample of his illuftrious anceftors, by ftudying to 
promote the true happinefs of his fubjedts, but 
prompted him to extend his dominions, in order 
to propagate the Romifh faith. 

Hii romantic This paflion was cheriftied in him by Don 
ambition. Alexis de Menezes, his governor, and Lewis de 
Camarra, a jefuit, his tutor or inftrudtor-, the for- 
mer of whom was perpetually celebrating the 
praifes of his predeceflbrs, on account of their 
victories over the Moors in Africa and the Indies ; 
while the latter impreffed his young mind with a 
perfuafion, that it was the firft duty of a Chriftian 
king, and the moft acceptable fervice which he 
could perform to the Deity, to extend the know- 
ledge of the true religion. By thefe means, his 
ambition was inflamed to a degree of madnefs ; 
and, in order to accomplifh that defign which ap- 
peared fo meritorious and honourable, he once re- 
folved to fail with a fleet and army to India ; nor 
could his courtiers perfuade him torelinquifh that 
romantic projedt, till they propofed that, in place 

of 
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of it, he (hould undertake an expedition againft 

the Mahometans in Africa. From this enterprife , ^_ 

likewife his wifeft counfellors laboured with much ^579- 
folicitude to divert him; but their exhortations 
proved ineffedtual. Sebaftian adhered to his pur- 
pofc with inflexible obftinacy, and exerted him- 
felf with great a&ivity, in making preparations 
for carrying it into execution. 

In the midft of thefe preparations an opportu- state of 
nity prefented itfelf, which he confidered as a de- Morocca - 
claration of Heaven in favour of his defign. On 
the death of Abdalla, king of Morocco, his fon, 
Muley Mahomet, had feized upon the crown, in 
contradiction to an eftablifhed law of fucceflion, 
that the kingdom (hall devolve to the brother of 
the deceafed king. A civil war enfued, and Ma- 
homet, after having loft feveral pitched battles, 
was compelled to leave his uncle, Muley-Moluc, 
a prince of great abilities and virtues, in poffeffion 
or the throne. After attempting in vain to en- 
gage Philip to efpoufe hiscauie, Mahomet applied 
to Sebaftian, and offered, if he would reinftate 
him in his dominions, to put certain towns into 
his hands, and to become tributary to the crown 
of Portugal. 

Sebastian liftened to thefe offers with the s^nun «- 
utmoft pleafure, and readily engaged to pafs over ^J"^ 1 ."" 
himfelf to Africa with a fleet and army. wcco. 

To enable him to fulfil this engagement, he fo- 
liated afliftance in troops from his uncle the king 
of Spain, from fome Italian powers, and (which 
(hews how anxious he was to infure fuccefs) from 
die prince of Orange. 

In anfwer to the application which he made to 
Philip, that monarch propofed an interview with 
him, in the town of Guadaloupe in Caftile. Se- 
baftian agreed to this prOpofal ; and the Spanifli 
hiftorians relate, that, in the interview which was 

held 
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held foon afterwards, Philip endeavoured to d\C-~ 
^^ fuade him from his intended enterprife ; but that-, 
i sW having found him inflexible, he promifed, before 
they parted, to aliiil him with fifty gallies and five 
thoufand men. They add, that not long after, 
Philip, dreading that the gr^at number of Turks 
in the fervice of Muley-Moluc, might reduce 
Morocco under the dominion of the Sultan, made 
an offer of his friendfhip to that prince, who, be^ 
ing likewife under apprehenfions of danger from 
the Turks, gladly accepted of it, and entered into 
the propofed alliance. The fame hiftorians in- 
form us, that about this time Philip obtained, 
through the interceffion of the Venetians, a truce 
of three years from the Sultan ; and that he was 
prompted to humble himfelf fo far, as thus to treat 
with the inveterate enemies of Chriftianity, (which 
he had never vouchfafed to do before) by the 
anxiety which he entertained with regard to the 
tranfa&ions in the Netherlands ». 

The prince of Orange was not lefs anxious con- 
cerning the iifue of theie tranfatYions, yet his con- 
duct was extremely different from that of Philip; 
whether it proceeded from his native magnanimi- 
ty, joined with a defire of giving proof, in the 
fight of all Europe, of the flrengih of the confe- 
derated provinces, or from the hopes of fecuring 
Sebaftian's friendfhip to the confederacy in fome 
future period ; by whichfoever of thefe motives 
William was influenced on this occafion, he gave 
the kindeft reception to Da Colla, the Portuguele 
ambafTador, and afterwards fent three thoufand 
Germans to the affiftance of Sebaftian b . 

Hisarmj. These troops, with ten thoufand Portuguefe, 
and fome Italians and Spaniards that were fent him 
by Philip, notwithftanding his late treaty with 
Muley-Moluc, made up an at my of fifteen thou- 
fand men. With this army, and a great number 
of pioneers, Sebaftian fet fail from Portugal, in 

the 
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Book from the camp which he had fortified, but marched 
^J^b^j into the centre of the country to meet the enemy. 

J 579* Moluc's diftemper, in the mean time, had 
made the moll rapid progrefs ; yet the ftrength 
of Tiis mind was unabated. If he had not dreaded 
the quick approach of death, he would have been 
fatisfied with cutting off Sebaftian's communica- 
tion with his (hips, and as the Portuguefe were 
badly furniftied with provifions, have brought the ' 
war to a conclufion without fighting; but he 
dreaded the effedt which his^death might pro- 
duce upon his troops, and therefore refolved to 
bring on, as foon as poffible, a general •gage- 
ment. Sebaftian's raflinefs rendered it «afy for 
him to execute this refolution. Without regard 
to. the great fuperiority of Moluc's forces, that 
infatuated prince ventured to advance into an 
open country, where the whole Moorifti army, 
horfe as well as foot, could be employed. Moluc 
improved, with great dexterity, the advantage 
which was thus afforded him. Having drawn up 
his army in the form of a half-moon, he went in 
his litter through all the ranks, exhorting his troops 
to remember, that their religion and liberty were 
at ftake ; and alluring them, that whatever pre- 
text Sebaftian had offered to juftify his prefent 
unprovoked invafion, his real defign was, to re- 
duce the Moors to flavery, and to extirpate their 
religion. Then, after he had given all the inftrudti- 
ons which he thought neceffary to enfure fuccefs, 
finding his ftrength almoft quite fpent, he com- 
mitted the command of the army to his brother, 
and retired to a little diftance from the field. 

Battle of ai- The battle was begun with a furious difcharge 
" Mr " of the artillery ; but the two armies came foon to 
clofe fight, and the Portuguefe infantry repulfed 
the Moors in different places with great (laughter. 
In the mean time the Moorifti cavalry, amounting 
to thirty thoufand, having wheeled round from 

both 
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rigs, had inclofed the enemy on every Book 

immediately after which, they attacked ^™*\j 

the flanks, and in the rear, while they l57 ^ 
uiuing the advantage which they had 
»ver the Moorifh infantry. By the Por- 
tiorfe, a body of the Moors were repulied, 
m towards the place to which Moluc had 

Fired with indignation at the fight, he 
tnielf out of his litter, and having got on 
k, by the alliftance of his attendants, he 
is flying troops, and was abo-it to lead 
ck "to the field of ba:t!e. But by :h:s 

the fmall remains of his ftrength v/er- 
rxhaufted. His officers feeing him -l- ibl* 
>rt himielf on his horfe, carr:td h:m :-> 
, where he fa.n:ci, and cnlv reiv'.:*-: •-, 
at thofe about h:m would k^o h:: :ti*-; •„.■ v 
II the battle lhyu:d be d^d. :—>«■* ^ 
ifter which, putting h:s r.~.2~r --. r : * 
as a further ir.-ur.c;: >n c: :*.:■; tcv, ;--- *^- 
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Book the male-heirs in the diredt line were extinft. 

^J^,^ Gregory had conceived a violent defire to make 
,^ # his natural fon a king, and he had once flattered 
himfelf with the hopes of making him king of 
Ireland, through the afliftance of Philip. But as 
it is inconceivable how he could ever expedt to 
perfuade Philip to quit bis claim, fo 'nothing but 
folly or dotage could have determined him to pro- 
fecute his own, in oppofition to fo powerful an 
antagonift. 

The pretenfions of Catherine of Medicis, and 
her hopes of fuccefs, if (he ever entertained any, 
were not lefs chimerical than thofe of the pope. 
It can hardly be believed, that this political prin- 
cefs could, in her prefent competition, have any 
other end in view, but to obftruft the ambitious 
defigns of Philip, and to furnifh the court of 
France with a pretence for oppofing him. 

From the dukes of Savoy and Parma, Philip 
knew that he fhould not meet with oppofition ; 
fince, befides that his claim was better founded 
than theirs, thefe princes were in clofe alliance 
with him, and depended much upon his fupport 
and protection. Could Don Antonio have prov- 
ed his mother's marriage, his right to the throne 
would have been unqueftionable. He attempted 
to prove it, but in vain. Still, however, he per- 
fifted in his purpofe, and with fotne addrefs and 
great activity, he gained over a confiderable party 
among the people. Mod of the nobility, on the 
other hand, and the king himfelf, who knew the 
vanity of Antonio's pretenfions to legitimacy, 
were inclined to fupport the claim of the dutchefs 
of Braganza c ; whofe right, they thought, was 
clearly preferable to that of Philip, not only be- 
Caufe fhe was defcended from Emanuel by a male, 
and Philip by a female ; but becaufe an ancient 
and fundamental law required, that the crown 
ihould not be inherited by a ftranger. 

Philip's 

• The duke of Braganta himfelf was fprung, though not in 
a direft line, from the royal blood. 
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Philip's agents at the court of Lifbon allowed, 
that if the dutchefs of Braganza's father had been 
alive, his title would have teen indifputable ; but , 579 
they maintained,thatfince he had died without attain- rhiiip'* iuie 
ing pofTeifion of the throne, nothing but the degree 
of confanguinity to Emanuel ought to be regarded ; 
and that as the dutchefs and he were equal in that 
refpeft, the preference was due to a male before 
a female. And they farther infilled, that the 
law which excludes iirangers from inheriting the 
crown, was not applicable to bhn 9 fince Portugal 
had formerly belonged to the kings of Caftile. 

Besides thefe confiderations, which had very 
little weight, except with thofe who were for other 
reafons inclined to efpoufe Philip's interelt, the 
duke de Ofluna, his ambaffador, endeavoured to 
imprefs the fcrupulous and timid mind of Henry 
with a perfuafion, that, in oppofition to fo pow- 
erful a competitor as the king of Spain, it would 
be impoflible for the duke of Braganza to main- 
tain poffeffion of the throne ; and that the fruits 
of all the glorious difcoveries and conqueits which 
had been made by his father and brother would 
be loft, and the kingdom itfelf involved in the 
calamities of war. 

Henry's defire to prevent thefe unhappy con- p° n " cnry 
fequences, determined him to» proceed with great cuimi of the 
deliberation in examining the pleas of the con- com P et,loIi - 
tending parties. He confulted civilians in differ- 
ent parts of Europe, and called a convention of 
the States of the kingdom, to give him their opi- 
nion with refpeft to the meaiures proper to be 
purfued. The members of the convention dif- 
fered widely in their fentiments from each other, 
and while fome of them advifed him, without de- 
lay, to nominate for his fucceffor whichfoevcr of 
the competitors he thought fit, others exhorted 
him deliberately to examine the feveral claims 
that had been offered. In compliance with this 
laft advice the candidates were cited to appear , 
G z and 
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Book and they all fent commifiioners, who pleaded the 
^J^J^^j caufe of the princes whom they repreiented, be- 
1579. f° re Henry, as they would have pleaded any or- 
Hcnrysde- dinary point of right before a civil judge. 

liberation;. 

This extraordinary trial, in which fo great at- 
tention fecmed to be paid to juftice, was fuited to 
the feeble and irrefolute character, as well as to the 
habits of the king, who had fpent his life in lift- 
ening to the idle difputes of theologians. But 
his condudt was feverely cenfured by all men of 
prudence and underltanding. They confidered 
that the fate of kingdoms can almoft never be 
decided by the forms or principles of law ; and 
they regarded this farcical trial, not only as ufe- 
lefs for the purpofe which was intended, but as 
calculated to divide the kingdom into factions, 
which muft fooner or later produce a civil war. 

His Jmpru- He ought in the beginning, it wasfaid, to have 
dencc * declared himfelf in favour of the dutchefs of Bra- 
ganza, whofe right, according to the moft com- 
mon and obvious law of fucceflion, was unques- 
tionable ; and who, befides, was much more ac- 
ceptable to the nation, than any other of the can- 
didates. He ought, after this, to have caufed her 
right to be recognifed by the convention of the 
States, who would cheerfully have confented to 
acknowledge it ; fie ought to have required an 
oath of allegiance to her, in the event of his own 
demife, from the army, and all perfons in public 
offices ; and then, initead of lofing his valuable 
time in confulting and deliberating, he ought to 
have employed it, in putting the kingdom into a 
poiture of defence againfl the king of Spain. 

But Henry was incapable of forming any refu- 
tation that required fo much courage, vigour, and 
adtivity. He was no lefs attached to the dutchefs 
of Bran;nn7a, and no lefs averfe from Philip, than 
his nobility and people ; yet he ftill continued to 
hefitate between them with as much deliberation 
as if he had expected to live for many years. 

In 
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In order to exuicate h : ir.feY f.i m t'.vs pc:;\;\- 
ity, Henry begin to ihi:;k ie:;o^::\ era p.. p ./.". 
which had beer, xnidz to hsm l K v :_:r.e 1 :' ■ .^ 
counieilois, to many ; ar.d aco.Td'..g.», r^:v. : :*:- 
ilanding his grea: age, his .:.:i.::\: .5, .:::i !,> 
having borne m I:rg the c!*:irjc::-r .fa pritil. ^e 
fent an amba.Vado: t^ io-:ci: a ii.:Ve.":".i::. r. -\-r:i 
the pope. There was ii::ie j_»:.» \/v:::\ «.-:" h,s 
living to fulril h'.< iriuniion, and m^h .^is r;* i-.!s 
leaving an;. ii~:l.e b;:::nd ?.:n -. ;..:: Ph":ip, b.ing 
greatly alarmed a: !\.-. d.i:p::, 1" -.: K;r.: ::;.::.: j.j 
Cailello, a Dominium niar, t> J ::iiade :.im f. -n 
it, b." reminding h;:n of the L-:V.-r.je ■. hu> his 
marriage would give ro ail true catho.irs. ar.i t!;j 
triumph it wo i!d an'jrd to thr Lu:h :r::-\ a:.d 
other lectaiiescf theage : and when H: ■::■: . \:U 
to admit Caftei!-; to an audience, a l:.c..::::1-.::j^ 
that funvfhed Pr.ii'p with a i:r. r.g:r pr.i r" ■ *:* 
Henry's alienation Iroin him, than ..:: v. hi.:- \\: 
had hitherto received, he emp!:>\eJ aii hi? inters: 
at Rome, to prevent the pore from gran;:r.£ the. 
difpenfation. 

In the mean time he tpareJ p. ■> pah-* to c r.^'- y 
liate the fa\our <f tlie princ:;^-l i ■* •-_ -i. ; ;.-. : 
having fpread his cm:il\ries o.cr ■::■* h r\ ■:.-, 
he publiihed a manifclto, in \i;.d : v,; : . .1 « t h".s 
title, calling upon the people to t..i\: i'\-: e-.es 
towards bim % as the only pen on v. :v> v. ; .J have 
a right to the throne after the djee:-ie «■■" the p. ;- 
lent king. Th s manifclto, v.h:ie :c i:v .;ld 
Henry more than o.er aguimt him, ilr\c*: :n :> 
degree the'purpofc Tor wiiuii it »i\:s C>.\-\.. \i. 
The Portugueie entertained the I'unir* 1 .:.^ i. 1 j. ; :;- 
iiig under the dominion of the Caili!i-»::.-. ^\-h a.i 
hereditary and violuit awrfmn -, an/i !"■■.: .-.as 
nothing in the character of Philip b, \.\-a-j\i i'v.".; 
prejudice could be overcome. 

If Henry had availed hlmfelfuf :'■■" ■ dif -. f i: ;. ■-, 
of his fubjeds, and a-e^no . Icd^d n.- d .:.■".■ 
of Braganza for his lhcceiior, am: -.1 .'.-.'. 
kingdom would ha*c concurred ;.. :"i p - . 
claim •, and lb great a foreo mi -hi h ■ c 

1 
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Book prepared, as, with the affiftaftee of foreign powers, 
j ?^* would have either determined Philip to abandon 
*579- ^ s ^efign, or ^ve prevented him from carrying 
it into execution. But as the duke and dutchefs 
of Braganza were deterred from exerting them- 
felves, by their dread of Philip, and the weak 
irrefolute conduft of the king; fo Henry Hill 
flattered himfelf with the vain conceit, that Philip, 
as well as the other competitors, would fubmit to 
his decifion. 



Don Antonio Towards his nephew, Henry adted with 
gbiiniite. >le niuch lefs hefitation and referve, than towards 
the other candidates. Having obtained a bull 
from the pope, empowering him to judge of An- 
tonio's claim to legitimacy, he examined the wit- 
nefles whom Antonio produced to prove his mo- 
ther's marriage ; and, having extorted from two 
of them aconfeffion of their having been fuborned, 
while the other two contradicted each other in 
delivering their evidence, Henry, on this founda- 
tion, joined with the circumftance of the prior's 
being mentioned by his father in his latter will as 
his natural fon, paffed fentence, declaring him to 
be illegitimate. 

Antonio had influence afterwards to perfuade 
the pope to recall his bull, on the pretence of the 
king's having exceeded his powers. By this treat- 
ment Henry was highly exafperated both againft 
the pope and Don Antonio ; and he indulged his 
refentment againft the latter, by banifhing him 
firft from the court, and afterwards from the 
kingdom. In obedience to this fentence, An- 
tonio retired for fome time into Caftile ; but he 
loon returned, and found, that his uncle's condud 
towards him had not produced that effect upon 
the people which Henry had expected. Their 
attachment to the prior remained as ftrong as 
ever; and, as no pains were taken to form a party 
in the intereft of the dutchefs of Bragtmza, great 
numbers of the people were entirely devoted to 
him, and regarded him as their only refource 
againft the tyranny of Spain. 

From 
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In the midft of their deliberations and difputes 
_ _, the king died, leaving the nomination of his fuc- 
1 5 8a. ceflbr to five perfons, to whom he committed the 
Death of regency of the kingdom. 

31*, 1580. The firft adt of the adminiflration of the regents 
was to lend ambafladors to Philip, to difliiade him 
from liaving recourfe. to arms, till, according to 
the will of the late king, they fhould deliver their 
judgment concerning his right to the fucceflion. 
But to this requeft, Philip, whole preparations were 
now complete, gave the following reply : u That 
his right was clear and indilputable ; that he would 
not fubmit it either to the regents, or to the States, 
and that he did not defire to have any judgment 
whatever palled in confirmation of it." 

By this anfwer the regents were thrown into 
great perplexity. A majority of them flood well 
affected towards Philip, but they were prevented 
from declaring in his favour, by their dread of the 
indignation of the people, and were obliged toiflue 
orders for equipping the fleet, and ftrengthening 
the fortifications and garrifons of the frontier 
towns. But the great exertion which had been 
made lately by Sebaftian, and the exhaufted ftate 
to which the kingdom had been reduced, by the 
numberlefs expeditions to India and America, from 
which no fruit had been yet derived, fufficient to 
compenfate either for the expence which they had 
coft, or the lofs of men which they had occafioned, 
rendered it impofiible for the regents, if they had 
been ever fo much inclined, to fecure the kingdom 
againlt fo great a force as the Spanifh monarch 
had prepared. 

Philip** fleet His army, including four thoufand pioneers 
andaimy. amounte j to thirty-five thoufand men, and hi; 
fleet ccnfifted of thirty men of war, feventeen fri- 
gates, and feventy gallics and (hips of burden load- 
ed with provifions and military llores. It wa« 

not 



he.idihi: :.-.t r :t~ .:. :~ : 1~j: "l ■ ._;■:■■ . 

quis of Sir.: i Z :■.-: . " " " - _ : : -. ■ : : -- . _ - .": , 

time \vl:h :tz::z ' "•:■ t»: -. -■—.-: "■ /. 
place l: the "htii ::" r. i .:-i :. :::5 H .« .":-.". ..- 
tion, however. ::::: zr-ztzi :: m rr. .* ' • J. .:^ 
which he er/rr.i ".ei ...: :r~-..i :. : v :::.•.■ v\\ 
aK!i:Jes of h : s c:=-e:i"=. r "r :hj vi.^c * :" A'-..: 
was liiil alive ; V h m P>. . ? ^r.: .\ to be :vi:uU\l 
'i every qua!:nc.-.:i ;:: :eqi::ii:c :.> lecu/e the luc^u* 
f >f his intended en:e:pr:ie. 

Alva, upon his return from the NYthnl.unl'., 
had been admitted by Philip to the lame d ;m< . ■ . .r 
favour and confidence which he had fnnm i! . ... 
jo\cd. But his- fon, Don Garcia dc T<!".l«>, Ii ■■-. 
jng debauched one of tlie maids of limnm-,-, n.-. ! . 
a prumile of marriage, Philip had pin li'm m.-hi 
arreit, and given orders thai he IhoiM ;,-,: ». • 
leafed till he fliould cunfl-nt to full',! !;■.*• . 
ment : notwithfiandin^ whYh, |ji . \.r,- t ...• 
ed him in making hi.- cic-M/: ; i : ■. •!, . • : 
fectuallv to d-iappoir.? *\v: k : .--'. 
concluded a marram. h. k ■ .. 
a daughter of ■.:-.*:; r: :;-. . . ,; '. 

Phili?, \ '-;':..• ; . . ■ 
hh cirh ::- . - . : \ - 

nn-'U .*• w..-i - - • . 

I'-.:* in ::■-.- 

i - . ,1 . . ... 

1 UU..U 




HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

to employ their intcrceflion iu his behalf; but all 
his applications for forgivenefs had hitherto been 
7^8^ ineffectual, and he had remained aljuoft two \ ears 
in confinement. This feverity* exercifed, for fo 
fmall an offence, towards an old friend and fer- 
vant, in the decline of life, was by fome afcribed 
to Philip's imperious temper, and his implacable 
refentment ; whilft others faid, that he had been 
long difgufted with Alva's arrogance ; and that the 
duke*s conduct in the affair of iris fon, was only a 
pretence which Philip made ufe of, tojuftify him- 
felf for difmilling from his prefence a man whofe 
temper and manners were become intolerable. 

To whichfoever of thefe motives Philip's treat- 
ment of Alva could be afcribed, it was expe&ed, 
that neither his pride, nor his natural fufpicion and 
diftruit, would have fuffered him to commit the 
charge of an enterprife of fo great importance as 
the prefent, to one towards whom he had (hewn 
himfelf fo inexorable ; and it excited great fur- 
prife, when he fcnt two of his fecretaries to the 
duke, to inquire whether his health would permit 
him to undertake the command of the army 
which he had prepared for the conquefl of Por- 
tugal. To this inquiry, Alva, without hefitation, 
replied, that he was ready to devote the little 
health and ftrength that were left him to the fer- 
vice of the king, and immediately afterwards he 
fet out for Barajas to receive his inftructions. He 
defired liberty to pay his refpedte to Philip at 
Madrid. But fo ungracious was this prince even 
towards fuch of his minifters as he eiteemed the 
mod, and fo incapable of entirely forgiving any 
offence or injury, that he refufed to grant him ad- 
mittance into his prefence ; and, having tranfmit- 
ted his initrudtions to him at Barajas, ne ordered 
him to join the army as foon as poflible. Thole 
who remembered the barbarous cruelty which Alva 
had exercifed in the Netherlands, were not forry 
for the mortification which he fuffered on the pre- 
fent occafion - 9 but they could not with hold the 

tribute 
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tribute of applaufe which was due to him, on ac- Book 
count of that inflexible fidelity fo becoming in a ^J^Lj 
fubjedt towards his fovereign, which determined i 5 $ a 
him, in the extremity of old age, to expoie him- 
felf to all the hazards and hardships of war, in or- 
der to advance the intereft of a prince by whom he 
had been treated fo ungratefully. 

From Barajas, Alva went, as foon as he had re- Jf^l 4 * **• 
ceived his inftruttions, to join the troops, which ti££i. 
were afiembled at Badajox ; and foon afterwards J 00 " 1 * 80 - 
he began his march towards Elvas and OHven9a. 
Thefe, and all the other towns which lie north from 
the Tagus, as far as Setubal, on the weftern coaft, 
though extremely averfe to the Spanilh govern- 
ment, yet being utterly unprepared for refiftance, 
opened their gates, and proclaimed Philip for their 
fovereign. 

The marquis de Santa Croce, who had fet fail 
with the fleet from Port St. Mary, near Cadiz, 
found the fame facility in reducing Faro, Lagos, 
and other towns on the coaft of Algarva and An- 
tejo ; and he came in fight of Setubal, in a few 
days after the arrival of the land forces at that 
place. 

Hitherto almoft no blood had been fhed, and ^°*[* fto £ 
neither the fleet nor army had met with any op-! r I,anfl 
pofition to retard their progrefs. The duke of 
Alva intended next to march without delay to the 
capital, but it was neceffary, he thought, to pro- 
ceed now with greater circumfpedtion than before, 
as Don Antonio had drawn together a conliderable 
body of forces, had been admitted into Liibon, 
where he was proclaimed king by the people, and 
had ftrengthened feveral of the towns and forts by 
which the Spanifh army muft pafs in their ap- 
proach to that city. 

Th ree ways of reaching Lifbon were propofed 
in a council of war that was held on this occafion. 

One 
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One of thefe was to crofs the Tagus, fome miles a- 
_ bovethe city, at the towns of Almerin and Santaren; 
"Th^T* another, to fend round the fleet to Almada, and 
to put the troops on board at that place, which 
lies almoft diredtly oppofite to Lifbon ; and the 
third, to carry the army round by fea from Setu- 
bal to Cafcaes. The two firft of thefe ways were 
thought preferable to the laft, by mod of the 
officers, becaufe they were fafer ; ) et the laft w as 
embraced by the duke of Alva. He acknow- 
ledged the juftnefs of what his officers advanced 
in fupport of their opinion, but he obferved, that, 
as the fleet was at hand, the army could be imme- 
diately put on board ; that the paffage to Cafcaes 
was not long, and that, as the enemy were ill pre- 
pared for their defence, his fuccefs would be 
greatly facilitated by the celerity of his approach. 

Alva was not difappointed in his expectation 
of the effett which his fudden arrival was calcu- 
lated to produce upon the Portuguefe. They 
were drawn up along the fhore, as it they had in- 
tended to difpute his landing ; but no fooner had 
the (hips begun to fire upon them, than they re- 
tired, and fuffered him to land, and put his men 
in order, without giving him the fmalleft molefta- 
tion. They might ftill have obllruded his approach 
to Cafcaes, as his road thither lay over a hill, de- 
fended with a battery of cannon, and full of rugged 
rocks and brambles, of which Den Diego de Me- 
ncics, commander in chief of t lie Portuguefe under 
Don Antonio, had taken pofleflion with between 
three and four thoufand men. Alva ordered the 
Spaniards to attack them, without being deterred, 
either by the ftiength of the ground, or the num- 
ber of the enemy. An old experienced officer, cf 
the name ofBaricttos, an intimate friend of Alva's, 
silked him in a whifper, Whether his attempting, 
with fo little precaution, to difledge an enemv lb 
ftrongly fituated, did not refembie the action of 
an ardent young warrior, rather than that of an 

experienced 
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rxperienced general ? Alva fmiled, and replied, 
That a good general ought on fome occafions to 
miploy the prudence and circumfpe&ion of old 
ige, and in others, the ardour and confidence of 
youth. The event (hewed that his condudt, though 
ipparently rafli, was well adapted to the prefent 
zircumftances. The Spaniards, infpired with their 
general's confidence, advanced boldly, and the 
Portuguefe (almoit all of whom were ra%v and 
.mdifciplined) retreated, without waiting for their 
ipproach. 

Alva laid ficge immediately afterwards to the 
:own and caitle of Cafcaes, and by the brilknefs 
)( his operations he foon compelled the garrifon 
:o furrender. But on this occalion he fullied that 
enown \\ hich his wifdom and vigour would have 
procured him, by the cruelty which he exercifed 
o wards iiich of the Portuguefe as had thrown 
hemfelves upon his mercy. In violation of his 
)romife to Don Antonio de Caitro, lord of Cafcaes, 
vho had joined him upon his fiift arrival in the 
kingdom, he gave up the town to be plundered 
>y the Spaniards, and having fent all the foldiers 
n the garrifon to the gallies, he put to death, with- 
>ut any form of trial, Don Diego de Mencfes, a 
loblcmanof an illtiftrious family, and one who, on 
iccount of his perfonal merit, was univerfally re- 
pealed and beloved. To this barbarity Alva was 
wompted by private refentment againft Menefes d ; 
Jthough, it may beprefumed, that he would not 
lave ventured to indulge it on the prefent occafion, 
f he had not known that his conduct was conform- 
ble to the fenti'ments of the king. It was calcu- 
ited to infpire the Portuguefe with terror, but it 
erved likewife more than ever to alienate their 
ffeCYions; and confidering how much fuperior 
he Spanifli fleet and army were to any force 
rhich had been prepared to oppofe tlicm, it could 
.ot be colouied with the tyrant's ordinary plea of 
; eceflity. 

From 
Thuanus, c. lzii ex. 





HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

From the town of Cafcaes, Alva led his army 
againft the forts of St. John and Belen, both 
which he foon reduced to the neceffity of furrender- 
mg ; and being feconded in his operations by the 
fleet, the example of thefe places was quickly fol- 
lowed by Almada, and almoft all the other fortified 
places on both fides of the river. 

Doo Antonio During thefe tranfadtions Don Antonio, after 
. having, from a confcioufnefs of the weaknefe of 
his party, eflayed in vain to obtain advantageous 
terms from Philip, had pitched his camp, with all 
the forces which he could collect, on the ealt fide 
of the river of Alcantara, on the road toLifbon. 

Alva amufed him for feveral days with the 
hopes of an accommodation, in order to afford 
time for the operation of a fpirit of defpondency 
that prevailed in Antonio's army. Meanwhile he 
omitted not to procure the mod accurate infor- 
mation concerning the fituation and ftrength of 
his camp; and, on the 25th of Auguft, he re- 
folved to attack it. Before he could approach the 
entrenchments, it was neceflary that ne (hould 
make himfelf mafter of the bridge of Alcantara, 
or lead his army to a confiderable diftance up the 
river, the banks of which were fo fteep and rugged, 
as rendered it impoflible to tranfport either horfe 
or foot in fight of the enemy. Having drawn 
up his main army in order of battle, diredtly op- 
pofite to the Portuguefe camp, he lent the horfe 
under his fon Ferdinand de Toledo, and two 
thoufand feledt infantry, under Sancio d'Avila, to 
crofs the river feveral miles higher, where the 
banks were practicable, whilft he ordered Colonna, 
with the Italians, to make an affault upon the 
bridge. 

Colonna's troops were twice repulfed, but in 
the third onfet, being fupported by a body of 
Germans, which the duke lent to their affiftance, 

they 
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hey drove the Portuguefe before them, and le- E «.js 
rured pofleflion of the bridge. t-*! o 

Soon afterwards Toledo and d'Aviia appeared. ^ \ : . *y 
The Portuguefe, aftonifhed at the light ol f th-jm. ■ ' • 
md dreading that their communication v. ith t':t ,.. . " 
:ity might be intercepted, threw down their arms 
ifter a fhort refiftance, and betook themlel.ts to 
3ight. The Spaniards puriued, and fie . between 
two and three thoufand before they cjuIJ reach 
rhe tow n. 

Don Antonio, v. ho difplayed on thisoccafion 
neither fortitude nor conduct, had fled with his 
troops to Liib.-n. There he knew that lie could 
not long remain in fafety, as, befides the infutfi- 
ciency (if the fortifications, the magiftrates, and 
man\ of the inhabitants, were dihiifccted to his 
in'ereft ; and therefore, immediately after releaf- 
ing all the priloncrs in the city (a poor expedient 
to recruit his ruined army) he fet out, attended by 
the count de\"miofo, and the bifhnpof iaGuarda, 
two of his moft zealous friends and partisans, w ith 
a fmall number of troops, for the town of Santaren. 

The magiftrates of Lilbon did not hefitatc a 
moment in relnlving to fubmit to the conqueror, 
and the town was, immediately after the battle, 
delivered into his hands. The Portuguefe fi/ct 
at the lame time (truck their colours to the mar- 
quis de Santa Croce, and received fuch a number 
of his G*ftiiians on board as gave him the entire 
command. 

It whs now become Philip's intereft to pro\ idccn i » ■ 
ror the fecuritv of Lilbor. and iis fuburbs, ;is wn h „ " " 
:s tor that of any oV his towns m Sp.un ; :uid 
Alva fo far fulfilled his engagement w ; Lh iIk- iu.i- 
yiirates, as to picvciuany formidable n.:m>»-' 
of his troops from emeuiiglhc town - 9 but hv *\.r <. 
up :he fuburbs ( which were at that time n> 1* r> 

LOnfldvT.lbi:. 
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Book confiderable than the town itfelf e ) to be ranfacked 
^J^\j and plundered, without making any diftindtion 
1580. between the friends and enemies of the king. 
He fuffered them likewife to pillage the houfes of 
fuchof the inhabitants within the town as had dis- 
covered any attachment to Don Antonio, and he 
allowed parties to go out and plunder all the 
country and villages in the neighbourhood. A 
Spanifh hiftorian fays, that the foldiers committed 
thefe enormities without the duke's permiffion, 
yet no puniftiment was ever inflidted on them, and 
no reftitution was ever made to the many thoufand 
innocent perfons, who were involved in the fame 
common ruin with the guilty. 

After a conduft fo barbarous and impolitic, 
there was little reafon to expeft that the people of 
Liflbon would be able foon to overcome their aver- 
fion to the Spanifti government. From their 
dread of Alva's tyranny they took the oath of 
allegiance which was prefcribed to them ; and, 
from the fame motive, they witnefled thofe public 
rejoicings which he appointed to be celebrated on 
account of his fuccefs ; but being unable to con- 
ceal the anguifh of their minds, the acclamations 
which they uttered were feeble and languid, and in- 
termixed with fighs and groans. 

The duke of Alva'sjoy, foon after his entrance 
into Lifbon, was interrupted by intelligence which 
he received from Spain, that Philip had fallen fick, 
and that his phyficians were extremely apprehen- 
five uf the iffue of his diftemper. Alva knew 
that the king's death, at this crifis, would proba- 
bly render all his labours and fuccefs in Portugal 
abortive, and therefore he fufpended for a while 
the profecution of the war. 

mioJI?*" In lhls int f I T al Don Antonio exerted himfelf 
D^Aotonio with great adtivity, and employed every expedient 

which 
• Thuanus, c Ixx. c. x. 
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vrhich he or his partizans could dcvife to raife ano- Book 
ther army, flattering himfelf with the hope of be-^J^^ 
ing able to maintain his ground, till the French, or i 5 g 0# 
fome other foreign power fhould be perfuaded to 
efpoufe his caufe. In the town of Santaren he had 
lately been received by the people as their only 
rightful fovereign, and every mark of affedtion and 
refpedt had been (hewn him ; yet fo great a change 
had his defeat and flight produced, that they re- 
fufed to admit him within the town, till he engag- 
ed that he (hould not remain in it beyond a limit- 
ed time; and, immediately after his departure, 
they fent ambafladors to the duke of Alva, with 
an offer of fubmiflion. 

From Santaren Antonio dire£ted his courfe 
northwards, and in the province which lies between 
the Minho and Douro, he prevailed upon eight or 
nine thoufand of the inhabitants to take up arms. 
With thefe tumultuary troops he procured admit- 
tance, partly by force and partly by perfuafion, 
firft into Aveiro, and afterwards into the city of 
Oporto ; but in both thefe places he exercifcd a 
degree of feverity towards thofe whom he fufpedl- 
ed to be his enemies, that was extremely ill calcu- 
lated to increafe the number of his friends. 

He remained at Oporto till he was informed that 
the duke of Alva, being delivered from his anxiety 
with regard to the king's health, had fent a part 
of his forces againft him, under Sancio D'Avila, 
who was advancing towards the banks of the Dou- 
ro with great rapidity. D'Avila had under his 
command only five or fix thoufand horfe and foot, 
and Antonio's army confiited of about nine thou- 
fand ; but from pad experience, the latter was 
deeply fenfible of the difference between his un- 
difciplined forces and thofe of d'Avila, and he was 
well acquainted with thecharatter of that general; 
who, in the Netherlands, and other places, had 
given the moft confpicuous proofs of military (kill 
and intrepidity. His fafety he knew depended on 

Vol. II. H his 
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his preventing the Spaniards from crofling the 
i Douro, which, for many miles above Oporto, was 
15S0. f° deep and rapid, that without boats they could 
not attempt to pafs it. He exerted himfelf there- 
fore with diligence in removing the boats and barks 
from the fouth fide of the river, and planted his 
troops at different places on the north fide, to 
watch the motions of the enemy. 

Progrefs of I N the mean time d'Avila advanced, and took 
^rd'Av^pofleirionof Villanova, a little town which ftands 
1*. oppofite to Oporto. From that place he fent a 

party of his troops in fearch of boats; who return- 
ed without fuccefs : but d'Avila beirtg refolved to 
omit nothing in his power to accomplifh his defign, 
fent them' back with orders to purfue their march 
a great way further up the river, which they did 
accordingly, and collefted about twenty boats, 
from places at fo great a diftance from Oporto, 
that Antotiio had judged it umjeceffary to remove 
them. Still, however, moft of the Spanifh of- 
ficers thought it impradticable to effectuate their 
paflage with fo frnall a number ; and it was impof- 
iible to bring them down the river, by reafon of 
certain armed vcffels which Antonio kept ready 
to intercept them. To remedy this inconvenience, 
d' Avila ordered a part of his troops to march up to 
the place where the boats lay, and there he tram- 
ported them, without oppofition, to the oppofite 
fide. Thefe troops had time to intrench them- 
felves, before the enemy received intelligence of 
their ^nding ; and, under the (heher of their in- 
trenchments, the reft of the forces were immedi- 
ately carried over in the fame way. 

d^'a^ This unexpedled fuccefs in the beginning of 
ni* °" his enterprife, gave d' Avila the higheft aflTiirance 
of victory, and demonftrated how little reafon he 
had to dread the efforts of an enemy, who, on fo 
critical an occafion, had (hewn themfelves fo defi- 
cient both in courage and vigilance. Their con- 
dud 
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duft afterwards was fuch as their negligence and B o o K 
cowardice, in permitting the Spaniards to land in ^* ^1:^ 
fmall bodies, one after another, gave reafon to ex- , s y . 
ped. D'Avila drove them before him, till, with 
very little bloodfhed, they were entirely routed 
and diiperfed. This a&ive general loft no time in 
fending a party of horfe in purfuit of Don Anto- 
nio, who had fled, accompanied by a fmall num- 
ber of his partizans, to Viana, a town on the fea- 
coaft near the northern frontier of the kingdom. 
Upon the approach of the Spaniards to that place, 
he attempted to make his elcape by lea, but was 
driven back by a violent ftorm, which overtook 
him foon after he had embarked. He then dif- 
miffed his attendants, and, difguifing himfelf in 
the drefs of a common failor, eluded the fearch of 
his purfuers. Philip had recourfe to his favourite 
weapon, a proicription, and offered a reward of 
eighty thoufand ducats to any perfon who (hould 
deliver him into his hands. Notwithftanding this, 
fo great was the averfion of the Portuguefe to- 
wards the Caftilian government, or fuch their at- 
tachment to Antonio, that no perfon was tempted 
by theproffered reward, either tofeizehim, or to 
give information of the place of his retreat. An- 
tonio remained in the country between the Minho 
and Douro from November till May, living ibme- 
times in the houfes of the nobility, and ibmetimes 
in monafteries and convents, till he found an op- 
portunity of going by fea to France. 

After the difpeifion of the prior's army, all the Entire up- 
towns between the Minho and Douro opened their j,^™,?! 
gates, andfubmitted to the conqueror. The regents 
appointed by the late king, had lbmc time before 
declared themfelves for Philip ; and the duke of 
Braganza, who feemed to have defpaired from the 
beginning of being able to aiTert his wife's title to 
the throne againft fo potent an antagonift, had 
taken the fame oath of fidelity and allegiance that 
was required from others. 

H % The 
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The colonies in America, Africa, and the In- 
_ _ _i dies, which belonged to the crown of Portugal , 
*c8o. quickly followed the example of the mother- 
and of the country • nor did Philip find employment for his 
colonies. arms j n an y ^ xt Q f ^ c p ort uguefe dominions but 

the Azores, where Antonio's agents had perfuad^ 
ed the people to proclaim him king. Some troops 
which were fent againft them under an officer of 
the name of Valdes, were defeated by the go- 
vernor of Angra. In the following year Antonio 
obtained from the court of France, a fleet of fixty 
fhips, with about fix thoufand troops, which he 
landed on one of the ifles called St. Michael ; but 
the marquis of Santa Croce coming upon him with 
a fleet and army much fuperior to his, obtained a 
decifive viftory over the French both by lea and 
land, and afterwards reduced all the inhabitants to 
a ftate of entire fubjedtion and obedience f . 

The fuccefs of Philip's arms, and the gieat ac- 
ceflion of dominion which he had thereby acquir- 
ed, occafioned much anxiety to the neighbouring 
powers ; and excited in the Dutch and Flemings 
the moft alarming apprehenfions. They had with 
infinite difficulty withftood his efforts, while he was 
employed in the purfuit of that plan of conqueft 
which he had now carried into execution ; and 
they feemed, at this time, to have much greater 
reafon than ever to dread that they Ihould loon be 
obliged to fubmit to whatever terms of peace he 
fhould be pleaied to prefcribe. Yet, as will appear 
in the fequel, Philip's acquifition of the Portuguefe 
dominions in India ferved rather to expofe him to 
the aflaults of his revolted fubje&s, than to furnifh 
him with the means of fubduing them, and con- 
/ tributed more than any other event to that wealth 

and greatnefs which they afterwards attained *. 

THE 

f Antonio cfcaped, and once more returned to France, and the 
marquis de Santa Croce treated all his French prifoners as pirates, 
becaufe war had not been declared between France and Spain. 

« Thuani hid. fui temp, aon, 1579-80. Cabrera, 1. xiii. Fe> 
rcra?, part xv. &c. 
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WHILE Philip's arms were employed in Book 
fubduing the Portuguefe, the prince of x v "' . 
Parma had little room for the exertion of that 8o 
activity and enterprife by which he was fo emi- state of »f- 
nently diftinguifhed. Having, according to his ^^^ 
late agreement with the fouthern provinces, dif- 
mifled his Spanifh and Italian forces, he had there- 
by weakened his army fo much, as to render it 
unable to keep the field. The States of thefe 
pro\ inces had laboured in vain to fulfil their part 
of the agreement. Their finances were exhaufted, 
all their levies were carried on flowly, and their ca- 
valry were fo few in number, that they had been 
obliged to confent that Farnefe (hould retain fome 
of the foreign horfe for his body-guard. 

It was fortunate for him, that at thisjun&ure 
the confederates were in a fimilar ft ate of weak- 
nefs. After the departure of their auxiliaries, only 
a fmall number of troops remained i and, after 

the 
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Book the revolt of fo many of the nobility, and the 
.J^^. death of the count de Boflut, which happened 
1580, about this time, there was fcarcely a fingie officer, 
a native of the Netherlands, whom they could in- 
trim with the chifef command. Matthias, a young 
jnan of no experience, bore the name, but was in- 
capable of difcharging the duties of governor. 
The whole weight of the adminiftration lay upon 
the prince of Orange, who was involved in an 
endlefs maze of the moft intricate political nego- 
q&Viotus ; and without his continual prefence, ac- 
tivity, and vigilance, tne weak frame of the con- 
federacy wo^ld quickly have fallen to pieces. 
William was therefore obliged to leave the direc- 
tion of military affairs to the count of Renneberg, 
La Noue, and Norris ; and although thefe men 
were not deficient either in fpirit and intrepidity, 
or in prudence and good condudl, yet they neither 
had forces fufficient to undertake any important 
enterprife, nor meaqs to fupport fuch as were un- 
der their command ». 

The greateft part of Brabant and Flanders had 
acceded to the union of Utrecht ; but the ftrength 
of the confederacy was not proportioned to its ex- 
tent. The union of the feveral members was not 
fufficiently compaft, the adminiftration was not 
properly afcertained, and there was no common 
centre of power and authority eftablifhed. The 
troops were fcattered in fmall bodies throughout 
the provinces; no adequate provifion was made for 
their pay ; they live* at free quarters on the inha- 
bitants ; and, as luxury is the conftant attendant of 
licentioufnefs, the country was miferably opprefTed 
and plundered, and the people reduced to an in- 
capacity of furnifhing the neceflary contributions 
and fupplies. In this fituation many perfons la- 
mented that they had not embraced the opportu- 
nity lately afforded them, qf making their peace 
with the king ; and they began to accufe the prince 

of 
» Bentivoglio, part ii. lib. i. 
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of Orange who had advifed them to rejed the con- 
ditions that had been offered, of having preferred 
his private intereft to that of the provinces. A fpi- 
rit of diicontent prevailed every where, except in 
Holland and Zealand, and it was generally believ- 
ed, that they mutt foon either make their peace 
with the king of Spain, or eledl fome other fove- 
reign, who was able to deliver them from the ca- 
lamities with which they were overwhelmed. 

The prince of Orange was at this time in Ghent, Thccaufe^of 
employed in quieting the difturbanccs above men- thelrdilhcU 
tioned. At the defire of the States he publiflied a 
vindication of his conduit, together with his fenti- 
ments concerning the caules of that diftiefs in 
which the provinces were involved, and the means 
of their deliverance. As what he faid on this occa- 
fion, and fome weeks afterwards, in the aflembly 
of the States at Antwerp, contains an interefling 
view of the fituation of the Netherlands at the pre- 
fent period, it will not be improper to lay before 
the reader an abilradt of the principal paiticulars. 

He began with complaining of the injuftice of 1 j*p | *'? iei!b * 
thofe by whom he had been accuied of having con- orange"" ° 
tributed to render ineffectual the late negocir.tion 
of peace at Cologn. " For no perfon in the Ne- 
therlands, he faid, had greater reafon than himfelf 
to wifh for peace, fincc without it lie could never 
hope to obtain either the liberty of his (on, 
whom he had not teen for many years, or the re- 
covery of the many rich inheritances which he had 
loft, or the power of palling the remainder of his 
life, which pow began to decline, free from la- 
bour and anxiety. But while for thele rcifons, 
joined with companion for the miferics of the 
people, no perfon could more ardently defire to 
have an end put to the war, he could not help 
regarding war, with all its calamities, as ir.fmr.c^v 
preferable to the proffered peace ; by one ariir'.c i-f 
v hich many hundred thoufands of the inhabitant 1 . 
would have been driven into exile; and In an.,- 

' th«-r. 
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ther, all who remained, expofed to the mercy of 
the Spaniards, without any fecurity either for their 
liberty or their lives, but the promifes of thofe by 
whom the moft folemn oaths had been often violat- 
ed. Thefe were not his fentiments only of the peace 
that had been offered, but the fentiments likewife 
of the States, and of all the fincere friends of their 
country ; nor could that detraction and calumny in 
which many perfons had of late indulged them- 
felves, be afcribed to any other caufe, but the fe- 
cret machinations of thofe, who, from felfifli 
views, were defirous of reducing the Netherlands 
under the Spanifli yoke ? 

" There was much ground, he acknowledged, 
for complaining of the irregularities of which the 
troops had been guilty in fome of the provinces ; 
but nothing could be more unjuft than to throw the 
blame on thofe who were entrufted with the reins 
of government. The governors of ftates ought 
to be judged of fometimes by the orders which 
they iffued, and not by the iuccefs with which 
their measures were accompanied ; for what could 
it avail to interpofe their authority, when they 
wanted power to enforce obedience ? The difregard 
fliewn by many, to the orders .of the States and 
council, was the principal fource of the evils com- 
plained of. In all the provinces, except Holland 
And Zealand, there was fcarcely a fmgle town that 
would admit the garrifons appointed for its de- 
fence. To this was to be afcribed that facility 
with which the enemy had made themfelves 
mafters of Alloft, and other places ; and it was 
owing to the fame caufe, that the troops were fo 
much fcattered throughout the provinces $ the con- 
fequencc of which was, that the inhabitants of 
the country and of the open towns, fuffering equal- 
ly from the forces of the States that lived at free 
quarters upon them, and from the incurfions of 
the enemy, were totally difabled from contribut- 
ing their fhare of the public expences. Thus 
there was no fund fufficient for the regular pay- 
ment 
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ment of the troops ; without which, it was in vain Book 
to expeft either that they could be kept under pro- .^7": « 
per difcipline, or employed fijccefsfully in any |? g Q# 
important enterprife. 

" To remedy the abufes complained of, the 
moil effectual method was to place numerous 
garrifons in the frontier towns. For if this were 
done, the great number of fmall garrifons would 
become unneceflary ; and the interior parts of the 
provinces being thereby delivered both from the 
oppreflions of their friends and the devaflations 
of the enemy, the people would be more able to 
furnifh their proportion of the fupplies, the troops 
would be paid more regularly, and difcipline more 
eafily maintained. 

44 The States ought not however to (lop there, 
but to exert themfelves ftrenuoufly in drawing to- 

5 [ether fuch an army of regular forces, as might 
ace the enemy in the field, or at lead difturb and 
interrupt their operations. It was their want of 
fuch an army that had occafioned the lofs of Mae- 
ftricht ; and, if care were not taken to fupply that 
want, there was ground to apprehend, that the 
confederacy would foon be ftript of all the towns 
in the inland provinces. But in order to carry 
this, or any other expedient into execution, it was 
neceflary that, inftead of fuffering each town or 
province to difpofe of its troops and contributions 
as it thought fit, a fenate or council fliould be 
eftabliftied, with authority to determine every 
thing relative to the application of the public funds 
and the conduct of the war. 

iC He was far from intending that this council 
Ihould be inverted with the power either of impos- 
ing taxes or of enadting laws. He meant only that 
it fhould be empowered to levy fuch taxes as were 
impofed, and to execute fuch laws as were enadted, 
by the general States of the union. That it fliould 
not be fubjecl tobecontrouled by particular towns 

or 
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B o o k or provinces ; nor obliged, ir 
j^y^j money, diftributing garrilbnsj 
1580. motions of the troops, to hav] 
emergency to the States ; buq 
degree of difcretionary power] 
as would enable it to ferae 11 
attion when they offered, and] 
rations of the war with fecrec) 

wiiiiam ex- Besipes thefeand fome 

horts the . _....,, 

confecicrates importance, William venture^ 
Aei72kT in S which he publifhtxl, and 
»wc7 egl fembly of the States, to exj 
concerning another fuhjeft, 
revolved, and concerning wll 
the inclinations of many of th^ 
before the prefent period, | 
could ever be rettored betwq 
confederated provinces, he e| 
to confider, whether they we* 
tion which required that, rer 
ance to Philip, they fhouldl 
other prince, who was able a] 
them. 

Hi$ reafon*. I N the eyes of the greater 
propofal appeared in the high! 
Philip had, ever fince his accet] 
as the molt powerful prince | 
lately received an immenfe \ 
the acquifition of Portugal, 
doubt that the revolted provij 
to his fuperior arms, and 
offence which they had giver 

Reasons however weie n^ 
that the meafure propofal \vs 
people of the Netherlands coJ 
prefent circumftances. If thd 
tained the profpect of obtaini j 
terms, it might be difficult pi 
dicate their conduct. The ev 
change of government, areg 
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B o o k or provinces ; nor obliged, in applying the public 
j^J-^j money, diftributing garrifons, and regulating the- 
1589. motions of the troops, to have recourie op every 
emergency to the States •, but (hould have fuch a 
degree of difcretionary power conferred upon it, 
as would enable it to feize the opportunities of 
aftion when they offered, and to condutt the ope- 
rations of the war with fecrecy and difpatch." 

StMhe"" Besipes thefe and fome other points of Iefs 
c^fcderatcf importance, William ventured, both in the writ- 
thei^tHe? ,n S W ^ich he publifhed, and afterwards in the af- 
•nce. fembly of the States, to explain his fentiments 
concerning another fubjedt, which he had long 
revolved, and Concerning which he had founded 
the inclinations of many of the deputies. Having, 
before the prefent period, defpaired that peace 
could ever be reitored between the king and the 
confederated provinces, he exhorted the deputies 
to confider, whether they were not now in a filia- 
tion which required that, renouncing their allegi- 
ance to Philip, they (hould transfer it to fome 
other prince, who was able and willing to defend 
them. 

His reifont. I N the eyes of the greater part of Europe, this 
propofal appeared in the higheft degree audacious. 
Philip had, ever fince his acceflion, been confidered 
as the moil powerful prince of the age ; he had 
lately received an immenfe increafe of power by 
the acquifition of Portugal, and men could net 
doubt that the revolted provinces mud foon yield 
to his fuperior arms, and bitterly repent of the 
offence which they had given him. 

Reasons however were not wanting to fhew, 
that the meafure propofed was the belt u hich the 
people of the Netherlands could embrace in their 
prefent circumftances. If they could have enter- 
tained the profpeel of obtaining peace on tolerable 
terms, it might be difficult perhaps entirely to vin- 
dicate their conduct, The evilswhich accompany a 
change of government, are generally fo great, and 

the 
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igation to maintain the prefent, fo ftrong Book 
vrerful, that nothing but the moft urgent ^J^ 1 !:^ 
y can ever juftify a people for (baking off IS 8o. 
legiance to their legal prince. But, from 
s of the late negotiations at Cologn, it was 
H, not only that Philip was unalterably 
n his purpofe to govern the Netherlands 
fpotic authority, in contradi&ion to their 
lental rights and laws ; but that the utter 
rion of the proteftants, who were now be- 
ic moft considerable part of the people, was 
tion, without which he was determined 
> be reconciled. Defolation therefore, and 
muft have been the certain confequences 
:,and no greater evils could be apprehended 
:ontinuance of the war. " Even allowing 
5 prince of Orange, in the affembly of the 
that the king (hould be perfuaded, by any 
ig power, to grant us luch conditions as 
ilciences would fufFer us to accept, yet 
:urity can we obtain for his fulfilling them? 
, before this tihie, been fet at liberty by 
e from his moft facred obligations. It is 
diflied maxim of Philip and his counfellors, 
h heretics, fuch as we are, no promifes or 
e binding. Although he were of himfelf 
to fulfil his engagements, yet th<! Roman 
ind the Spanifti inquifitors would reclaim, 
1 perfuade him to alter his intention. It 
1 faid by fome, continued William, that 
prince of a companionate difpofition, and 
may fafely rely upon his mercy. Of the 
this, we can belt judge from what we have 
1 known. Do the deeds that have been 
ted by his command, in India, in Italy, or 
ida, authorile us to form this favourable 
it of his character ? Has not every corner 
etherlands been overflowed with the blood 
ands of our countrymen, barbaroufly but- 
>y his command ? Are not all the ncigh- 
kingdoms filled with his fubjefts, who 

have 
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Book thus confirmed in their purpofe of abjuring the 
iJ ^!!: , ^ dominion of Philip, the aflembly proceeded next 
1580. to confider, whether they (hould fubftitute another 
fovereign in his place, or eftabliih a republican go- 
vernment, upon the plan of that confederacy 
which was already formed. The latter of thefe 
meafures would have been embraced by all the 
deputies ; by the proteftants, from the confor- 
mity between the principle* of a commonwealth, 
and thofe of their religion ; and by the catholics, 
from their perfuafion that fuch a government 
would neither be fo highly affronting to the king, 
nor fo effedually preclude the hopes of a future 
reconcilement. But the prefent feeble date of the 
Unked Provinces obliged them to facrifice their 
inclination to their prefervation and fecurity . From 
the reprefentation which the prince of Orange 
made of the diforders that prevailed, together with 
the view which he exhibited of their ftrength and 
refources, they were convinced, that however ftre- 
nuoufly they might exert themfelves, they would 
be able to wage only a tedious defenfive war ; by 
which their ftrength would be gradually wafted, 
till they were at laft compelled to accept of fuch 
terms of peace as the king (hould be pleafed to 
prefcribe. To have recourfe therefore to the affift- 
ance of fome foreign prince, feemed not only 
expedient, but necefiary; and to engage the 
prince of whom they (hould make choice to ef- 
poufe their caufe with greater zeal and fincerity 
than they had hitherto experienced in their allies, 
they refolved to confer upon him the fovereigntv 
of the provinces, with all the prerogatives wliich 
had been enjoyed by the princes of the houfe of 
Burgundy. 

2J?n m th f e r Nothing now remained but to fix upon the 
duke of AnsPerfon to whom the offer of this high dignity 
J**- mould be made. The prince of Orange, having 

beforehand founded the inclinations of the em- 
peror and other German princes, had found them 
utterly averfe from taking any concern in the 

affairs 
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irs of the Netherlands. The queen of England, 
. the duke of Anjou, brother to the king of , 
nee, were the only princes at that time in Eu- V 7s8o? 
e, between whom the States thought there was 
und to hefuate -, and they were determined to 
cur in giving the preference to Anjou, by the 
ice of Orange ; who, befides reprefenting to 
m the neceffity of electing a fovereign who 
old refide in the country, informed them that 
ir making choice of the duke, would be highly 
eptable to the queen. " For (he had writ to 
1 on the fubjedt, and given him affurances of 
nting the States her afliftance, in cafe the fo- 
eignty were conferred on one with whom (lie 

1 fo much reafon to expert to live on amicable 
ms'." 

From this it (hould feem, that William had 
bred to employ his influence in favour of Eli- 
>eth ; and it may be prefumed, that unlefs he 
i found her averfe to his propofal, neither he nor 
: other proteftant leaders would have been in- 
led to give the preference to Anjou, Very 
ferent motives indeed were afligned for the 
nce's condud, by his enemies, rfis principality 
Orange, they obferved, lay in the centre of 
ance. He had lately married Charlotte de Bour- 
n, of the blood royal of that kingdom c . For 
my years he had maintained an intimate cor- 
Tpondence with the leaders of the Hugonots ; 
dhe flattered himfelf with the hopes of enjoying 

2 entire direction of the duke of Anjou, a weak 
ince, who would probably be more attentive to 
5 pleafures, than to the affairs of government. 
hefe interefted confiderations, it is likely, we/e 
>t entirely without their influence ; but the other 
rcumftance above mentioned feems to afford a 
ill more fatisfaftory account, fmce there was in 
ality no room for hefitation between Elizabeth 
id Anjou ; and Elizabeth, as will appear in the 
quel, would certainly have rejected the tove- 

reignty, 
* Mctcren, lib. z. e Daughter of the duke de Montpenfier. 



ii2 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

Boo* reignty, in cafe an offer of it had been made to 
% J^ m l _ J her. This political princefs expedled to derive 
1580. advantage from that animofity which the election 
of Anjou was likely to produce between the courts 
of France and Spain. And the prince of Orange 
knew, that as it would be eafier to reconcile the 
catholics in the United Provinces to the election of 
a prince of the fame religion with themfelves, than 
to that of a proteftant ; 10, without making fuch a 
choice, there was little probability that he ftiould 
ever prevail on the Walloons to accede to the con- 
federacy. Whatever were William's motives, a 
great majority of the deputies entered readily into 
his opinion, and they would have proceeded in- 
ftantly to the eledtion* if it had not been deemed 
a matter of too much confequence to be decided 
without confulting their conftituents, 

u None l N the mean time the operations of the war were 
2J£" pn " not wholly difcontinued, although neither of the 
two contending parties was in a condition at this 
period to make any great or vigorous exertion. 
By meansofaftratagem conducted by count Eg- 
mont, Farnefe acquired pofleflion of Courtray m 
Flanders, as he did by the like means of fome 
other places. On the other hand, count Egmont 
and his brother were taken prifoners by La Noue 
in the town of Ninove : and not long afterwards 
La Noue himfelf loft his liberty. This gallant 
officer having been attacked unexpectedly bv the 
marquis de Roubais, commander in chief of the 
Walloon forces, was overpowered by numbers, 
and obliged, through the difadvantage of his 
ground, to furrender himfelf a priibner of war. 
The States were fenfibly affected by the lofs of a 
perfon of fuch uncommon abilities, and they offer- 
ed to give in exchange for him count Egmont and 
the baron deSelles, who had been taken prifoner 
at Bouchain. But the prince of Parma refufed to 
confent to this exchange, and faid, that he would 
never agree to give one lion for two fheep. La 
Noue was conducted to the caftle of Limburg, 

v where 
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where he remained long ; and, during his con- 
finement, employed himfelf in writing thofe mili- 
tary and political difcourfes which were afterwards 
publiftied, and much admired by his cotempo- 
raries. Count Egmont's relations, and thofe of 
de Selles, foliated Philip with great importunity 
to confent to the exchange propofed. But this 
prince, who never hearkened to the voice of gra- 
titude or compaffioi* where his iijtereft interfered, 
declined complying with their requeit; and, ra- 
ther than yield to the enemy fo great an advantage 
as the recovery of LaNoue, he chofe to leave his 
friends to languifh in prifon for feveral years. 

These two noblemen bore this indignity with 
extreme impatience. De Selles, confcious of hav- 
ing exerted himfelf with the mod fervent zeal in 
detaching the Walloons from the revolted pro- 
vinces, fell a facrifice to the indignation and cha- 
grin which the king's ingratitude and his own un- 
fortunate fituation were calculated to infpire. The 
fame caufes produced a different, but no lefs me- 
lancholy effedt, on count Egmont, whom they 
deprived of the ufe of his underltanding. Through 
the tender afliduous care of his filter, whom the 
States permitted to attend him, he recovered from 
this diftrefs. But Philip ftill declined confenting 
to the exchange, till the year 1584, when La 
None engaged in the ftrifteft manner never to 
bear arras againft him in the Netherlands ; and 
the king of Navarre, the duke of Lorrain, and 
others, became fureties for his fulfilling this en- 
gagement. It is difficult to determine whether 
Philip's condutt afforded on this occafion a more 
ftriking proof of pufillanimity or ingratitude, while 
no ftronger teftimony could have been given of the 
extraordinary merit of La Noue, and the dread 
which his enemies entertained of his abilities f . 

Vol. II. I About 

f Bentivoglio, parti!, lib. i. Rcidanus, lib. i'. p. 39. and Metcrcn. 
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About the time when La Noue was taken pri- 

foner, the confederacy fuftained another lof6 by 

", 5 8 ~ the defection of count Renneberg. This young 
Defcaion of nobleman having been appointed governor of 
%?g*™' Friefland by the States, had fubdued the cities of 
Deventer and Groningen, befides feveral other 
places of confiderable confequence ; and his zeal 
and ler vices were the more highly valued, as all 
his relations adhered to the Spanifh intereft, and he 
himfelf was of the catholic perfuafion. But thefe 
circumftances which gave him fo much merit in 
the eyes of his countrymen, were the means by 
which he was enticed to abandon the caufe which 
he had hitherto fo illuftrioufly fupported. The 
prince of Parma readily perceived the advantage 
which they afforded for gaining him over from the 
confederates ; and, with this view, he employed 
the count's filler and her hufband, the baron de 
Monceaux, to offer him the following terms of 
accommodation : That he fhould be confirmed in 
the government of Friefland, and have that of 
Overyflel annexed to it; that twenty thoufand 
crowns fhould be immediately paid him, befides 
an annual penfion of twenty thoufand florins ; that 
a town, of which he was feudal fuperior, fhould 
be ere&ed into a niarquifate ; and that he fhould 
have two regiments of troops to be diftributed 
throughout his governments, in whatever flations 
he fhould think fit. Befides thefe enticements, 
another objedl was held forth to him, more tempt- 
ing perhaps than any of the reft ; he was flattered 
with the hopes of obtaining in marriage the count- 
efs of Megen, of whom he was greatly enamour- 
ed, and who poffefled one of the richeft fortunes 
in the Netherlands. His religious principles con- 
fpired wittf fhefe allurements, and made him lend 
an open ear to his filler's repeated reprefentations 
of the danger to which the catholic faith was ex- 
pofed, and of the defigns formed by the prince 
of Orange for its definition. He hefitated how- 
ever 
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ever for fome time, and trembled at the thoughts 
of the infamy in which he was about to be involv- 
ed ; but at laft he confented to accept of the terms 
propofed, rcfolving to conceal his having done fo, 
till he fhould take proper meafures for delivering 
the towns and forts into the hands of the Spaniards. 

His defign could not however entirely efcape 
the penetrating eye of the prince of Orange. Va- 
rious circumftances concurred to alarm William's 
apprehenfions, which made him refolve, without 
delay, to prevent, if poflible, the fatal effedts of 
his intended treachery. He inftantly went into 
Friefland, under the pretence of quelling fome 
difturbances in that country, and ordered fome 
officers to draw their troops together, and lead 
them againft Lewarden, Harlingen, and Staveren. 
Thefe orders were executed with fecrecy and dif- 
patch, and all the three places were wrefted out of 
the hands of thofe to whom count Renneberg 
had committed them. 

The count, who refided at this time in Gronin- 
gen, was thunderftruck when he received in- 
telligence of this difaiier, which at once fhewed 
him that his perfidy was detected, and put it in a 
great meafure out of his power to fulfil his en- 
gagements to the prince of Parma. Still, how- 
ever, he was either not prepared, or he had not 
courage, to throw off the maflc. He complained 
loudly of the affront that had been offered him, and 
of the ingratitude with which his fervices had been 
repaid. Among the officers who witnefled his con- 
fufion on this occafion, there were two to whom, 
as he knew their fidelity to the States to be invio- 
lable, he had not communicated his defigns. Thcfe 
men, thinking it ftill practicable to preierve him 
in his duty, exhorted him to go immediately to the 
prince of Orange, in order to clear himfelf from 
the fufpicions which were entertained againft him. 
" This is the only expedient in your power, faid 
I 2 one 
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Book one of them, if you are confcious of innocence ; 

u **-^ nor can I doubt that you are, when I confider, 
158c that by perfifting to at\ the part which your duty 
and honour require, you muft promote your in- 
terest moreeffe&ually, than by violating theie fa- 
cred obligations, and involving your name in per- 
petual infamy." Renneberg liftened attentively 
to this difcourfe, changed colour frequently, and 
at laft burft into tears. He repeated his com- 
plaints of the treatment which he had met with, 
but he would not explain his intentions, nor com- 
ply? with his friend's advice. The two officers then 
left him •, and, after acquainting the chief ma- 
giftrate of what had parted, they withdrew pri- 
vately from the city. 

By a popular and infinuating behaviour, ac- 
companied with ftrong afleverations of the falfe- 
hocd of the reports which had been propagated, 
Renneberg laid afleep the fufpicions both of the 
magiftiatcs and the people, till the plot which he 
had formed was ripe for execution. Having 
brought in fecretly a body of troops, which he 
concealed in the palace, and put arms into the 
hands of his domeitics ; with thefe, and the ca- 
tholic inhabitants devoted to the Spanifh intereit, 
he overpowered the garriibn ; and having thus 
rnade himfelf mailer of the town, he proclaimed 
himfelf governor, in the name of Philip, and then 
mounted the fortifications with the troops which 
he had introduced. 

Kmnehcrg's But he did not long enjoy any of the advan- 
destb! C Md tages which he expected to derive from his revolt, 
and ibme-of them he never attained. The mo- 
ney promifed him was never paid, and the count- 
efs of Megen was given in marriage to another. 
His health being impaired by the fatigues which 
he had undergone in his military enterprifes, the 
remembrance of his treachery filled his mind with 
anguifh and remorfe, which preyed upon his fick- 
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ly frame, and carried him off in the prime of his 
age, lamented even by thofe whom he had be- 
trayed, who felt for his misfortunes, on account '""T^SoT 
of his many amiable accomplifhments s. 

The lofles which the confederacy fuffered from Eiea-oa of 
La Noue's impriibnment, and the infidelity of An i 3u 
Renneberg, ferved only to confirm them in their 
refolution of conferring the fovereignty on ibme 
foreign prince; and the reafons above mentioned, 
joined to the influence of the prince of Orange, 
determined the States of the feveral provinces and 
towns to give the preference to the duke of Anjou. 
The eleftion was made accordingly in due form 
by the General States, and a folcmn embafly lent 
to give intimation of it to the duke, who readily 
accepted the offer, and confented to all the con- 
ditions annexed to it. They were contained in a 
treaty figned by him and the ambalfadors of the 
States at Pleili-les-Tours, on the 29th of Septem- 
ber ; and the principal articles were thofe which 
follow : " That the States of the United Pro- The cn-ii- 
vinces having eledted Francis de Valois, duke of tt0 *' o{ lt 
AIen$on and Anjou, for their fovereign, did there- 
by confer upon him all the titles and prerogatives 
which their foimer princes had enjoyed. That in 
cafe the duke fliould die without iflue, the States 
might elc& another fovereign, and that the Ne- 
therlands fhould in no event be annexed to the 
crown of France. That in cafe the duke fliould die 
leaving feveral fons behind him, the Sir.cs fhould 
have powerto determine which of them 'ho : !d fuc- 
ceed him in the fovcreignty, and that if the prince 
whom they fliould make choice of were under 
age, they might afTumc the government into their 
own hands till he fliould arrive at the age of twen- 
ty. Thai the duke fliould maintain inxiolate, all 
the rights and privileges of the peoj-!o •, that ho 
fhouid fummon the general aflkmbly of the Sir. Vs 
to meet at leaft once a year ; and that, if he fli«>.ild 

fall 
t Grotius and Mctcren, 



n8 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

Book fail to iflue letters of convocation, they fliould 
i *u " . _f themfelves have power, agreeably to ancient form 
1580. and cuftom, to meet together as often as they 
ftiould judge expedient. That the duke fhould 
fix his refidence in the Low Countries ; but if his 
affairs fliould, on any occafion, call him thence, 
he fhould nominate for governor fome nobleman 
a native of the Netherlands, with the confcnt and 
approbation of the States. That all his counfel- 
lors fliould be natives of the provinces, except 
two or three of the French nation, who might be 
admitted into the council, provided the States 
fhould give their confent. That he fhould make 
no innovation in religion, but afford his protedtion 
equally to the proteftants and catholics. That 
Holland and Zealand ftiould, both in refpedl of 

government and religion, remain in their prefent 
ate, being obliged, however, to contribute their 
proportion of the fupplies requifite for the fupport 
of the confederacy. That the duke ftiould fpare 
no pains to engage his brother the king of France 
to aflift him in carrying on the war; that he 
fhould accede to all the treaties that fubfift be- 
tween the States and foreign powers, and ftiould 
not himfelf form any new alliance without their 
confent. That all foreign foldiers ftiould be dif- 
mifled on the fiift requifition of the States: And 
laftly, That if the duke ftiould fail in performing 
any of the foregoing conditions, his right to the 
fovereignty fhould ceafe, and the provinces be no 
longer bound to yield obedience to his authority." 

As this treaty was negotiated in France, Philip 
complained to Henry ot his breach of friendfhip 
in permitting it ; and Henry affe&ed to be much 
offended with his brother's conduct, but in reality 
he did not feel that difpleafure w hich he pretend- 
ed. On the contrary he fecretly rejoiced in the 
profpedt of being delivered from a brother, whofe 
levity and caprice had given him much inquietude; 

and 
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and it is faid, that he allured the States privately, 
that he would fend them either troops or money, 
as foon as the troubles of his kingdom were com- ^X^ t 
pofed. 

But whatever reafofl Philip had to be offended £|f£on P tf" 
with the French monarch, he was much more thepiTnoctf 
highly incenfed againft the prince of Orange, 0ran e e * 
whom he confidered as the contriver, as well as 
the chief promoter of the revolution that had 
taken place. Having oftner than once attempted, 
by negotiation and artifice, to free himfelf from 
an enemy, who had furnilhed employment to his 
ablefl generals and bell difciplined forces for fo 
many years, he had recourfc, on this occafion, to 
the ignoble expedient of exciting fome wretch or 
defperado to make an attempt upon his life. For 
this purppfe he publilhed an edidt of profcription 
againft him, in which he accufed him of having 
excited and fomented that fpiritof difcord, which 
had proved the fourcc of fo much miiery to the 
Netherlands-, interdicted all the fubjeds of the 
crown of Spain from holding communication with 
him, and from fupplying him with bread, or 
drink, or fire ; and offered to any perfon, who 
fhould deliver him dead or alive, or take away his 
life, the fum of twenty-five thoufand crowns, be- 
fides making him and his aflbciates noble, if they 
were not already noble, and granting them a full 
pardon of all crimes, however enormous, of which 
they had been guilty. 

This practice of commanding aflaffination, al- 
moft unheard-of fince the days of the Roman 
triumvirate, was fjuitable to the dark, revengeful, 
and ungenerous nature of Philip. The prince of 
Orange could have retaliated the injury ; but he 
fcorned lb ignoble a revenge, and chofc rather to 
reft his defence on an appeal to the woild for his 
integrity. 

His 



lZ o HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

Book His Vindication or Apology, addrefled to the 
tJ^- uJ 1 affably of the States, and of which he fent copies 
1580. to the feveral courts in Europe, is one of the moft 
HisApoiogy. precious monuments of hiitory. It contains an 
interefting relation of many particulars, which 
throw light, not only on William's own charafter 
and that of Philip, but likewife on the characters 
of feveral of the other principal adtors in the Ne- 
therlands. The author has, in fome parts of it, 
indulged himfelf in the language of keen refent- 
ment, and ventured to affert boldly feveral fadts, 
of which the cotemporary hiftorians have fpoken 
with referve. Some allowance perhaps muft be 
made for that juft indignation with which he was 
inflamed ; but when it is confidered, that no per- 
fon had better accefs to information; that no 
prince poflelfed a higher character for fincerity and 
truth, having never, in a fingle inftance, been t 
convifted by his numerous enemies of infincerity 
and falfehood ; that the relation of the fadts which 
he aflerts was publifhed at the time when they are 
faid to have happened, and when it was eafy for 
the pcrfons accufed, if accufed unjuftly, to have 
confuted him ; that their intereft and honour call- 
ed loudly for a confutation ; and yet, that no fuch 
confutation, nor any vindication of their cha- 
racters, which had been arraigned as odious at 
the bar of the univerie, was ever attempted. 
When all thefe circumitances are duly confidered, 
there does not appear any iufficient reafon for call- 
ing in queilion the facts contained in this Apolo- 
gy, although fr me of them are of fuch a nature 
as to require the ltrcngeft evidence to juilify the 
reader for ) ielding his alien t h . 

Adopted by The conduct of the confederated States on this 

the sutu. ccca f lon was fuch as William had reafon to expeft. 

After employing feveral days in examining his 

Apulcgy, 

h An abftraft of this Apology is fubjoined to the conclufion of 
this work. 
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Apology, they voted him an affectionate addrefs, Boot 
in which they attefted the falfehood of thofe impu- ^^"^j 
tations on which Philip had founded his profcrip- ^X^/ 
tion. They declared, thai as the prince had been 
regularly elected into the feveral offices which he 
held, fo he had never accepted of any office but in 
confequence of their moft earned entreaties. They 
prayed him ftill to exercife the authority with which 
they had inverted him, expreffed their gratitude 
for his many eminent fervices to the common- 
wealth, and promifed to yield a ready and cheerful 
obedience to his commands. They concluded 
with expreffing their anxiety for his lite, and made 
iim an offer of maintaining a company of horfe- Dec 17. 
guards, of which they intreated him to accept, 
>eing perfuaded that on his prefervation their own 
ecurity depended. 

In a few days afterwards they gave him another 1581. 
:>roof of that zeal and fincerity with which they solemn «- 
lad efpoufed his caufe. Their eledlion of the^^^le- 
luke of Anjou was a virtual renunciation of their &^c cto 
illegiance to their former fovereign ; yet all public l p 
i&s ran as before in the name of Philip and that of 
:he States -, the oath adminiftered to peribns enter- 
ng upon public offices had not been altered, and 
the people in fome of thofe cities in the confede- 
racy, which had confemed to Anjou's ele&ion, 
were extremely averfe to alter ;\ from that attach- 
ment which men often difcover to exterior forms, 
even after the inflitutions on which they were ori- 
ginally founded have been aboliftied; but the 
States, fenfible at laft of the incongruity between 
thefe forms and the fteps which they had lately 
taken, and apprehcnfive of danger from leaving it 
in any refpedt ambiguous to whom the people 
owed their allegiance, agreed now to remove all 
ground of ambiguity by a folemn abjuration of 
Philip as their fovereign. 

An 




m HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

An ad of abjuration was accordingly pafl 
; with great unanimity, in an affembly held on p 
pofe at the Hague, confifting of deputies fi 
Brabant, Guelderland, Zutphen, Flanders, h 
land, Zealand, Utrecht, Overyflel, and Friefla 
In this aft, after enumerating the principal gri 
ances which had prompted them to form tl 
prefent rcfolution, they declared it to be a ri 
inherent in every free people, to withdraw tl 
allegiance from a prince who obftinately reft 
to fulfil the duty which he owes them ; and mi 
more from one who violates the fundamental la 
and a&s the part of a tvrant and oppreflbr. Tl 
pronounced Philip to have forfeited for ever 
authority in the Netherlands. They forbade 
judges and others to ufe his name, arms, or ft 
and they required the maetftrates of towns, and 
other perfpns in public offices, to bind themiel 
by an oath to oppofe him and his adherents to 
utmoft of their power. 

These refolutiong were carried into immed 
execution. All Philip's feals were broken, 
commiflions and letters patent in his name u 
cancelled, and the new oath was adminilterec 
every perfon who poffefled any civil or milit 
employment. It was not without difficulty t 
the magiftrates in fome towns were perfuadec 
take this oath. Some remaining fcruples of c 
fcience, ariling from a regard to their former oai 
gave uneafinefs to feveral ; and others doubtec 
the expediency of fo ftrong a meafure at the f 
fent crifis, on account of the (hips and mercham 
belonging to the people of the Netherlands, wl 
were in the ports of Spain. But no pains \* 
fpared to remove thefe objections, and at 
almoft the whole inhabitants of the above me 
oned provinces entered into the views of 

Sta 
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States, and took the oath that was prefcribed Boo* 



About this time Matthias left the Netherlands, 1 S 81 * 

after having refuted there between three and Four 

Yean, without having acquired either reputation to 

nlmfelf, or any advantage to the people whom he 

had been called to govern. He had employed all 

his influence to periuade the States to make choice 

of him for their fovereign; but the motives above 

explained having determined them to give the 

preference to the duke of Anjou, it Ihoidd feem 

that the prince of Orange had been able to fatisfy 

Matthias as to the neceflity of that meafure, fince 

he remained in the country for a confiderable time 

afterwards, and accepted of an annual penfion of 

fifty thoufand guilders from the States k . 

During the courfe of thefe civil and political 
tranfe&ions, the troops were not wholly unem- 
ployed. In Friefland, the king's forces were com- 
manded by Schinch and Verdugo, between whom 
and, colonel Norris and count Hohenloe fevera! 
(harp rencounters pafled, with various fuccefs ; 
but the only important event which happened at 
this time in the northern provinces, was the acqui- 
fition of Breda, into which the Spaniards were 
treacheroufly admitted in the night by fome of the 

Srrifon, whom the agents of the prince of Parma 
d found means to corrupt '. 

The 

1 Upon a rcprefentation of the prince of Orange, the States 
formed at this time feveral ufeful regulations relative to the 
admuiifaation of jvftice, to the finances, and the troops. That 
council of ftate like wife was eftablifhcd, of the neceflity of which 
William bad laboured to convince them, which was inftituted 
putty to remedy the inconveniencies ariiing from the flownefi, 
with which the deliberations of the State were unavoidably con- 
doled, and partly to ferve as a check upon the future fovereign. 
Grotius An. 1. iii. Meteren, &c. 

k Matthias had afterwards a better fortune. His brother re- 
figned to him the kingdom of Hungary in 1608, and that of 
Bohemia in 161 1, and the year following he obtained the Im- 
perial crown. Strada, lib. vii._Meteiea, p. 317. 

1 Meteren, p. 31 j. 



12+ HISTORY OF THE REIGtf OF 

B o * k The prince himfelf was, in the mean time, in- 
f^-" f tent on ^ e re duftion of Cambray. But not hav- 
*s8i. * n g a fuffic^ 111 number of troops to carry en the 
fiege with vigour, he was obliged to convert it into 
a blockade. D'Inchi, the governor, had recourfe 
for relief to the duke of Anjou, and was warmly 
feconded in his application by the States and the 
prince of Orange. Anjou perceiving how deeply 
his honour was concerned to gratify this firft delire 
of his new fubjefts, publiftied at the court of 
France his intention of attempting to raife the 
fiege. This was no fooner known, than a great 
number of the nobility flocked from all parts of 
the kingdom, to his ftandard. With their aflift- 
ance, he colledted in a few days an army of near 
twelve thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe, and 
marched direftly towards Cambray. The prince 
of Parma, too prudent to contend with an army, 
which, befides being greatly fuperior to. his own 
in number, was conducted by a brave and warlike 
nobility, quitted his intrenchments and retired. In 
this manner was Cambray delivered, after it had 
been blockaded for feveral months, during which 
the inhabitants had been reduced to great diftrefs. 
Anjou having brought along with him an ample 
fupply of provifions, it was immediately introduc- 
ed ; and foon after, he made a magnificent entry 
into the city, amidft the applaufes of the people, 
who faluted him, the Protedtor of their Liberty. 
He then laid fiege to Chatteau-Cambrefis, and 
quickly compelled the garrifon to furrender m . 

This fuccefs which attended Anjou's firft en- 
terprife afforded inexpreflible pleafure to the con- 
federated provinces, and ferved to heighten their 
expectations of his future government. He was 
earneftly intreated by the States to improve the 
prefent opportunity, and to advance with his army 
towards Flanders. But it was not in his power, 



Meteren, p. 315. Bentivoglio, part ii. lib. ii. 
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ter ground to hope for aililtancc than in 
vc country. 

Kl.l/ABETII 
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Elizabeth had for fome time paft appeared 
f to lend a favourable ear to a propofal of marriage 
which he had made to her; and his expectations 
were at prefent raifed to the greateft height. On 
his arrival in England, flic gave him the mod gra- 
cious reception. Soon afterwards,,/ 1Ee ordered 
her minifters to prepare the marriage contratt ; 
and, in the prefence of many witnefles, after a 
long difcourfe with him apart, (he took a ring 
from her own finger, and put it upon his ; which 
both the fpedtators and the duke interpreted as \ 
a declaration of her confent. It is impoflible to j 
believe with fome hiftorians, that Elizabeth 
meant only to amufe Anjou, and thereby to ad- 
vance fome political defign. It is inconceivable 
how any defign whatever could be promoted 
by carrying her diffimulation to fo great a 
length. This wife princefs, notwithftanding 
the many extraordinary accomplifliments which 
adorned her charadler, was not exempt from 
the weaknefles that are peculiarly incident to 
her fex. Flattered by the court which Anjou 
had long affiduoufly paid her, (he appears to 
have entertained die mod partial (entLments 
of affedtion towards him, and ferioufly to have 
intended to liften to his propofal. But at laft 
her prudence, her ambition, and that love of 
independence which (he had cherifhed through 
her whole life, prevailed over the temporary 
paffion into which (he had been betrayed^ She 
made an apology to Anjou, for her change of 
refolution, and gave him the ftrongeft aflur- 
ances of afliftance and fupport in his new 
dominions. The marriage was no more men- 
tioned, and the duke, after a (lay of three 
months in England, fet fail for the Low 
Countries ; efcorted by a fleet, on board which 

there 
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AFTER a paflage of three days, the duke of B o ° * 
Anjou landed on the ioth of February, at ^-J~^_f 
Flufliing. From Flufliing he went to Middle- 1582. 
burgh, and was condudted from thence by a fleet ^i™.' 1 •£ 
of fifty ftiips of war to Antwerp. The hanks of Ncthcrundl 
the Scheld, the entrance into the town, and tlie 
ftreets which led to the palace, were lined by the 
citizens, to the number of twenty thoufand in 
arms ; artd no expence was faved, which a wealthy 
commercial city could afford, to exprefs their 
attachment and refpedt. After having taken the 
ufual oath to maintain their rights and privileges, 
he received from the States the oath of allegiance ; 
and then entered upon the fovereignty, while all 
around him wore a face of happinefs and joy. 

In Antwerp, the public exercife of the catholic 
religion had for fome time paft been prohibited. 
But now, in order to gratify the new fovereign, 
it was permitted in one of the churches •, and all 

Vol. II. K catholics 
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Book catholics were allowed to wprlhip there, accord- 

\*^*- 1 Lj in & to t ^ ie rites °^ t ' ie ^ r Tt ^& on 9 u P° n condition 
j 5 82. ^ at t * ie y fl*ould abjure the king of Spain, and 
fwear allegiance to the duke. Only a few accept- 
ed of this indulgence, while the greater part chofe 
rather to forego the privilege held forth to them, 
than fo folemniy to renounce their former fove-* 
reign. On this occafion the States, as well as the 
duke, were not a little alarmed ; and thought it 
neceflary without delay to provide againlt the 
danger that might arife from peribns who gave 
fo clear a difcovery of their diflaffettion to the 
prefent eftabliflirnent. They firft publifhed one 
edidt, impofing a fine of 200 guilders on thofe 
who ihould decline taking the oaths ; and foon 
afterwards another, by which the recufants were 
baniffaed from the Netherlands*. 

Attempt to In the midft of thefe tranfa&iora, that joy 
j£ ffil ££ .which Anjou's arrival had diffufed throughout 
©««!£** the provinces was interrupted, by an attempt 
whicn was made, not many days after Ms inau- 
guration, upon the life of die prince of Orange. 
The defign was firft conceived in Spain, by a 
man of the name of Ifonca ; and it was fuggefted 
by him to Gafpar Anaftro, a Spanifh banker in 
Antwerp, of ruined circumftances y as an expedient 
for retrieving his affairs. To induce Anaftro to 
undertake the execution of the bloody purpofe, 
Hbnca fent him a fign-manual of the king, in 
which Philip engaged to pay him eighty thou- 
fand ducats as foon as the afiaflination (hould be 
perpetrated. Anaftro had not courage himfelf to 
execute fo bold and defperate an enterprife, and 
therefore he communicated Ifonca's propofal to 
John Jauregui, a menial fervant in his family, 
ai young Bifcayan, of a thoughtful, melancholy 

difpofition? 

* Mctcrcn, p. 31$. 
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tJifpofition, whom he knew to be both trufty and B o * 
audacious. With this young man Anaftro found xvr ^- a 
there was little need for perfuafion. " I am ready, <L ^Tg^ 
(aid he, to perform inftantly what the king fo * 
earneftly defires. I defpife equally thfe proffered 
reward, and th6 danger to which I fhall be expos- 
ed ; for I know that I (hall die. I only afk that 
you will affift me with your prayers to God, and 
employ your intereft with the king, to provide for 
my father in his old age." jauregui was the 
better qualified to fucceed in his defign, as he 
fpoke the Gerfrian language fluently, and was in 
no danger of being known to be a Spaniard. 
He was confirmed in his purpofe by a prieft of 
the name of Timmerman -, irom whom he re- 
ceived abfolutiori of his fins, and the ftrongeft 
aflurances, that by putting to death fo great a he- 
retic as the prince of Orange, he would infallibly 
fecure the favour of God and everlafting happi- 
nefs. 

Under a full convidtion of the truth of what 
the prieft had declared, this deluded wretch fet 
out for the caftle, and having taken his ftation 
near the door of the apartment in which the prince 
had dined, he watched the opportunity of his com- 
ing out ; when ftepping up to him, he difcharged 
a piftol at his head, loaded with a Angle ball. 
The ball entered a little beneath his right ear, 
and palling under his palate and upper teeth, came 
out on the other fide. William was deprived for 
a moment of his fenfes ; which he no fooner re- 
covered, than he defired his attendants to fave 
the life of the aflaflin. Eut the guards* tranfported 
with fudden rage, had difpatched him. The ap- 
pearance of the prince's wound, from the effufion 
of blood, was extremely formidable, and as he 
was deprived of his fpeech by the fame caufe, the 
fped\atorS believed him to be at the point of death. 
The news of this difafter fpread quickly over the 
town, and excited in all ranks of men, inexpreflibl ■* 
K 2 anguiih 
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anguifh and defpair. The citizens poured in 
crowds from every quarter to learn the particulars 
of that calamity which had befallen them ♦, and, 
as if each individual had loft his own proper pa- 
rent, as well as the common parent ot the ftate, 
there was nothing to be heard but the voice of 
forrow and lamentation. 

• In the midft of this diftrefs, a rumour was pro- 
pagated, that the French were the authors of the 
rpurder, and that it had been perpetrated in order 
to deliver the duke of Anjou from the reftraints 
which had been impofed on his authority. This 
report gained eafy credit from the people. Their 
grief was now converted into fury, and they flew 
to the palace with an intention to execute a ipeedy 
vengeance. 

Ik the mean time it was known at the cattle, 
•that the aflaflin was a Spaniard, from papers found 
in his pocket, by Maurice, the prince's fon b . Of 
this difcoyery, notice was immediately carried to 
the prince, who had now recovered his fpeech ; 
and he was informed, at the fame time, of the 
danger to which Anjou and his countrymen were 
expofed. This intelligence affe<fted William in 
the moft fenfible manner; and notwithftanding 
his prefent critical fituation, he wrote, with his 
own hand, a billet in exculpation of the French. 
By this, joined with the pains which were taken 
by St. Aldej^ride, the people were undeceived and 
pacified. The aflaflin's body having being expofed 
to public view, it was foon difcovered that he had 
been a domeftic of Anaftro. Anaftro himielf had 
fled, but his fecretary, whom he had left behind, 
to wait the iflue of Tauregui's attempt, and Tim- 
merman, the prieft, were feized, and having 

confcfled 

* Maurice was at this time onl/ fifteen fears of age, but was 
even then remarkable for hU attention and (agaric/. 
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confefled their guilt, they were Condemned to Book 
fuflfer death. At the dcfire of the prince of Orange, ^*?*}h m 
who never neglefted an opportunity of inculcat- , 5 g a , 
ing humanity upon his countrymen, no tortures 
were inflicted on them. They were firft ftran- 
gfed and then quartered, and their heads and 
limbs fixed over the gates of the city c . 

William's recovery- was dubious for fome 
time, on account of the difficulty which the phyfi- 
cians found in Hopping the effufion of blood; but 
after all their applications had failed, they made 
a number of perfons fucceed one another in prefl- 
ing the mouth of the wound with their thumbs, 
without intermiffion, for the fpace of feveral days 
and nights ; and this expedient proved at length • 
fuccefsful d . 

Anastro having gone from Antwerp to 
Tournay, where the prince of Pairma then refided, 
affirmed confidently that William had died of his 
wound. Farnefe too raftily believed him, and 
wrote letters to the citizens of Antwerp, and other 
places, exhorting them to return now to their duty, 
lince that perfon was removed by whom they had 
been led aftray. Thefe letters would not have 
been calculated, in the prefent difpofition of the 
people, to promote the prince of Parma's defign, 
even if the information on which he proceeded 
had been true : but as they did not arrive till after 
the people were delivered from their apprehenfions 
with regard to William's life, they ferved only to 
excite their ridicule and indignation '. 

Meanwhile 

* They remained there till the city fell into the hands of the 
prince of Parma, when they were taken down by the popilh 
ccclefafttcs, and buried with every mark of venetarion which 
chetr fuperftition could devife. 

d While his life was in danger, a public fupplication was 
offered up to heaven for his recovery; and when it was accom- 
plished, a (blemn rhankfgiving was celebrated. 

• Bentivoglio, p. 263. Mcteren, p. 326. Thuamn, lib. Ixxv. 
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Book Me an while the operations of the war were 
y-^ 1 ! 1 ; r not difcontinued by either of the contending 
i$8z. parties. The States acquired pofleflion of the 
Return of town of Alloft, and the prince of Parma made 
th^spamih himfelf matter of Steenwick arid Lierres, He was 
foon after enabled to aft with greater vigour than 
the weaknefs of his army had hitherto permitted 
him to exert. Having confented with great re- 
luctance to the difmiflion of the Italian and Spa- 
nifli troops, he had employed all his addrefs to 
convince the Walloons that it was in vain for them 
to expeft, with their own forces alone, to bring 
the war to a conclufion. He found it extremely 
difficult to overcome their diffidence, and was 
obliged to obferve the utmoft caution, in order to 
avoid awakening thofe fufpicions which they had 
long indulged againft the Spaniards. At length how-r 
?ver he accomplifhed his defign through the mar- 
quis de Roubais, who, as was mentioned above, 
had a£ted a principal part in promoting the recon- 
cilement of the fouthern provinces. With this 
poblemaji, Farnefe had formed an intimate con- 
nexion, and had laboured affiduoufly to make him 
fenfible how necefTary it was that the tjoops fliould 
be permitted to return. The marquis, flattered 
with the familiarity to which he was admitted, 
and prompted by the view of advancing his credit 
with the king, yielded at laft to the prince's feli- 
citations, aqd then employed his influence with 
the States fo effe&ually, that they not only con- 
fented to the return of the forces, but even peti- 
tioned the king for it in the moft earneft terms f . 

Nothing could be more acceptable to Philip 
than this application, and orders were immediately 
fent to Iraly for the march of four regiments of 
veterans, confiding of near ten thoufand men ; 

who, 

f Bcntivoglio, p. 258, 
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*rho, together w= i=^=L rariinc i^r— - 
and Germans, arrrr^d — — £ '•.^^rtr:^:^ - - —^^ 
the end of the : "-rrg :fi^ — T^r r_- — _ 
of this rcir^fcracrDeit- _:e ttx^ j: ?~^ s ;r-- 
amounted to ii" rroii^-iii *•>-_" i^ii ~:vr i:i.»i 
(and bone; &_: zpzir-^ z zj^^jlt ,; ^ * ^ :r 
than the bilf -f --a; ---itr .: r:-— ..fte. n 
could keeo ccly w.c '^irr "-to-^:^ n t:t 
field ; and a par*- 3e ±&t i? t= t= :: ■. -: - - --. 
land under Veri^. Trr.js- -:e -^r v—t ^.-- 
his own imrned-iCi z.:—^lt.*z .- ~t± : ■:.- tir-r :-:- 
vinces. With tr*M j*ji .tij ^>::c ^i^L^rLi Z.*.mrt- 
(is, Nincve. Gi±th«-vu i-iti *-=r:. :«v.^r ;^r: 
he attacked tie i-~; :c _rc Staia. v -; .; :si 
compelled ::> rerre — '--tr^ -~£ utz-t- :r Z-zzzz m 
and then he '*:£> ieze :: Ir^St^ I.-: v^ .Ve- 
rity of the feaihr^ izz \x -=.:^r :-" fir^s 
provisoes iz a CL^ry - :c: -*li :etr. . : ■. -_x ^i 
feat of war, cblzsd "t^n :: iedft f: ;— -.j --r:;^ 
and to pur hs tricp* h:: *~zz:-z-£r-z?i ; 

The United State*. :r the tenchs.-?. i_V> 
vered great ai-cr.ty i^:: eel. ~ i-rT'irr^s t.-s\r : 
new eltabliihed gzrzrzrjt". T^r ; ri-.ti ivtr 
yearly rever.je rrsrr- r=-- rr^lizzs ::-*r -.r.ire.i 
thouiand, !o fcur nt^^.is :: s:.:.^7r. -J- -i . — 
they maintained, betides ihrr z^: v* r >;ri- i 
considerable nuntber cf Ert:*h. Frer^-. i-i 
German forces. E-t :h gre^t z. p~ p::-^_- :: tht/t 
forces was neceuiry for defend- iz the firrs zr.i 
towns, thar no army c:u.d x iVrrr.bled f.F.: -r.t 
to contend with the enerr.v :r. the nt.d. r.-.r even 
to raife the f;ege cf £~y or th:."e pl^cei r : :h v- 
pri nee of Parma attested ti shbd-:e. Th -£ :"-.* 
number of towns bei:ng!r.g to :h* c-"->ie::-:t£ 
was daily diminifhed, while their zcr ;-:::;: :~s -a -.-:* 
few and incorifiderabie. Ar*d, as the er.trry -.va? 
now much more formidabie thar. before, thev ^ e;e 

' fLed 

x Mcrcrcn, p 554 
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filled with the mod difquieting apprehenfions when 
t they looked forward to the opening of a new 
1582. campaign. Anjou, who participated with them 
Anjouf oii- in tne anxiety which fo critical a fituation was 
J^^dRtted to excite, did every thing in his power to 
ther. procure from France the fuccours which he had 

given them reafon to expedt. After many delays, 
the duke de Montpenfier and marefchal Biron ar- 
rived in the Netherlands in the end of November, 
with between feven and eight thoufand men, partly 
Swifs and partly French. With this reinforce* 
ment, under fo able a general as Biron, Anjou 
perceived that he might* retard the progrefs of 
the prince of Parma's arms, but that he could not 
hope either to expel him from his new qonquefts, 
or to bring the war to a conclufion : he therefore 
renewed his felicitations at the court of France > 
and endeavoured to engage his brother more 
heartily to efpoufe his caufe. 

Hen^s de- Henr y's counfellors were much divided in their 
liberations. p} n ; ons w j t ( 1 re gard to the meafures proper to be 
purfued on this occafion. By fome of them, the 
prefent opportunity was reprefented as the hap- 
pieft that could offer for uniting the Netherlands 
to the crown of France. But, as thefe men did 
not intend to advance the intereft of Anjou, they 
did not employ any argument addrefled to Henry's 
friendfhip or generofity •, and inftead of exhorting 
him to afford his brother aid fufficient to eftablifli 
himfelf fecurely in his new fovereignty, they ad- 
vifed him only to give him fuch affiitance as might 
enable him to ftop the progrefs of the Spanifh 
arms. To this counfel they.fubjoined, that Henry 
ought to maintain a fleet in the Channel, and an 
army on the frontier of Luxemburg, in order to 
prevent the prince of Parma from receiving fup- 
plies from Spain or Italy. And in this poilure, 
they faid, he ought to wait, without expofing his 
troops to the hazards of war, till the contending 
parties fliould exhauft their ftrength, when it would 

be 
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be eafy for him to drive the Spaniards ou: of the B <* o i 
Netherlands, and his brother and the States, :n v J^ ii 
order to obtain his protection, would glad! v accept , .* 2m 
of whatever terms he fhould think fi; to irnpofe. 
But fuch a plan, which the great abilities of Far- 
nefe would have difconcerted, was too retined, 
and required too much labour, patience, attention 
and expence, to be relifhed by a prince 10 indolent 
and voluptuous as Henry, who was fo improvident 
of the future, and whofe affairs were lb exceed- 
ingly involved. 

He liftened with lefs reluctance to a p:opofalH«iryrc-a. 
made him by fomeoiliers of his counlellors, who^r-:! 
being well acquainted with his character, perceiv- 
ed that his helitation proceeded in a great meature 
from the lhame of deferring his brother, and that 
in reality he wilhed for a pretence to reject his 
application. Thefe men, (ecrct enemies to the 
duke, and partilans of Philip, whofe money it 
was believed they had accepted, were afraid to de- 
clare openly againlt a mcafure in which the heir- 
apparent of the crown, fupported by the queen- 
mother, was fo deeply intereited. Thev affected 
to approve highly of the granting Anion's requcft, 
provided the king could comply with it coiili:!- 
ently with the intereft of his kingdom. R.it b;*:h 
the intereft and honour of France, thev th»>ur; ! u, 
required that the States fhould previoufl v agav, 
that, in the event of the duke's death without i;- 
fue f the king and his heirs fhould fuccced him in 
the fovercignty of the Netherlands. They knew 
that the States would not confent to this conditio. 
It was, however, propofed to them, and having 
met with that reception from them which tiietv 
was reafon to expect, notice was foon afterwards 
fent to Anjou by the queen-mother, and his other 
friends, of theunfiiccclsful iflue of their endeavours 
to ferve him s . 

Tin? 

■ Thuanus, lib. xxvii. c. 9. Metcrcn, lil>. xi. 
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This difappointment, which rendered it im- 
poflible for him to fulfil the expectations of his new 
fubjedts, was calculated to give him the moft fen- 
fible concern. A candid and grateful prince would 
have thought himfelf bound more ftrongly thai* 
ever to exert himfelf in their behalf; and, by a 
careful attention to their interefts, joined to a 
faithful difcharge of his other obligations, to atone 
for his failure in that engagement which he was 
unable to perform. Widely different were the 
fentiments which arofe in the mind of the faithlefe 
ungenerous Anjou. Apprehenfive that the Fle- 
mings, difgufted on account of their difappoint- 
mcnt in thofe hopes of afliftance with whiqh they 
had been deluded, might withdraw their alle-* 
giance from him, and reconcile themfelves to 
their former fovereign; he refolved to prevent 
them from executing this defign, in cafe they 
ftiould conceive it, and in violation of all the 
oaths which he had fworn fo lately, he formed a 
plan of depriving them of their liberty, by mak- 
ing himfelt mailer of all the towns into which his 
troops had already found, or could by force o? 
ftratagem find admiflioiv 

This ftrange defign, it is faid, was firft fug- 
gefted to him by his partifans in France, in order 
to induce Henry to grant him the afliftance which 
he folicited; and it was ftrongly recommended 
by Fervaques, and other French nobility who had 
accompanied him to the Netherlands. Thefe 
men were all real or pretended friends to Anjou, 
and afFe&ed to be deeply concerned for his ho- 
nour, with which they perfuaded him, that, fuch 
a limited authority as he poffefled was utterly in- 
compatible. Had they been his moft inveterate 
enemies, they could not have advifed him to a 
meafure more likely to prove fatal to his intereft. 
Yet this weak prince, without communicating his 
intention to Biron or Monpenfier, who would 

have 
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have refined their czrStT.% re2.d_v tnyriztz the z : c t 
counfel that was erven h.rz. i:..l :—— ecli:e 
proceeded to del;bera:e w::h n : -dvurrs cinctrr. 
ing the means of carrying :: .n:o exe^ur ;- : . 

It was agreed, that the French :r:cr=. :- il. 
the towns where the. v-e;e quartered. :n:_i, 
under the pretence of a mu:.ny, t^ie up arr.5, 
and expel the garrifons ; and :n th's rn_c.r.;r r.e 
got poiTeilion of Dunkirk- D.xmur.ie, Dendre- 
monde, and feveral ether places h but h's pr_n cipil 
object was the city of Antwerp. I: - >_d have 
been in vain, he believed, to a::trr.p: r.i<.:.g 
himfeif mailer of foftrong a plice by .p^r. firce, 
with fo fmall a number cf h:s troops ai -ere 
within the city ; and m jrxt:tx.j:t. in c;r. -n::.:n 
with his counsellors, he exerted all his :ng*nu.:y 
in contriving how force and artiitce m.gh: be 
united. On thisoccafion, fortune feemei to :a- 
your his defign. To* ards :he midd.e c: January, 
after the froft had continued for fome ::me, :he 
States fignitied their intention, to have his oops 
employed in an expedition aga:nft feme c: the 
enemy's towns in Friefiar.d, which, en account 
of their wet fituation, were acceilible on.'. :n the 
time of froft. Anjou pretended to enter v.ith 
great alacrity into this defign. He immediately 
gave orders to have his troops conducted i-j the 
villages in the neighbourhood of Antwerp, where 
he held them ready to march upon the fhorteft no- 
tice; and, under various pretences, he brought to h: : 
court at Antwerp almoft ail the French nob:c:fe,v. :. j 
had been difperfed throughout the Netherlands. 

Being thus prepared, his plan was to feize upon 
the gate of Cronenburg, which lay next to the 
palace, with his body-guards, and to introduce 
his arrpy filently in the night ; but, on the day 

immediate I y 

* Thuanus, 1. xxvii c. to. Meteien, p. 356. 
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•Book immediately preceding, an obicure report of his 
H %tV*\j intention was circulated among the citizens, and 
J583. a general alarm excited. The prince of Orange 
and the magiftrates thought it proper to inform 
the duke of this report, and propofed to hang up 
lights in the city, and to ftretch chains acrofs the 
ftreets and gates, in order to quiet the apprehen- 
fions of the people. Anjou cculd not, without 
confirming the- fufpicions entertained againft him, 
refufe his confent to this propofal ; but as he pof- 
feffed a confiderable (hare of his mother's dupli- 
city and artifice, he affumed with fo much feem- 
rng fmcerity , the appearance of indignation againft 
the authors of the report, accompanied with fuch 
ftrong profeffions of attachment to the Nether- 
lands in general, and the city of Antwerp in par- 
ticular, mat not only the magiftrates, but even 
the prince of Orange was almoft perfuadedof his 
innocence. The ftreets however were barricaded, 
the whole town was illuminated, and many of the 
citizens were under arms. 

These circumftances having made it neceflary 
for Anjou to change his plan, he went early next 
morning to the prince ot Orange's apartment in 
the caftle, and after informing him that he had 
ordered his troops to be drawn out for a general 
review before their departure for Friefland, he 
defired the prince to wimefs it. Whether Wil- 
liam had ftill any fufpicion of his defign is un- 
certain ; but he refufed to accompany him, al- 
leging the badnefs of the day, and the ftate of 
his w ound, as an excufe for his refufal ; and he 
advifed the duke to put off the review till ibme 
future day, when the people would be entirely 
delivered from thofe apprehenfions with whicli 
they weje at prefent difquieted. Anjou pretend- 
ed that he would comply with his advice, and 
left him ^ but foon afterwards he fent him no- 
tice, 
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tice, that, finding the day grown better, he ftill Book 
refolved to hold the review, as he had at firit ^J^ 1 "^ 
directed. He then gave orders to remove the , S 3 3 , 
barricades in the ftreet which leads to the gate 
of Ripdorp, and let out, attended with a reti- 
nue in arms, amounting to between two and 
three hundred men. 

He had no fooner pafled the gate and the draw- 
bridge, than his attendants fell fword in hand 
upon the guards, and having butchered fome of 
them, obliged the reft to take flicker in the 
guard-houfe. The orders which he had fent to 
the camp had been punctually executed. The 
whole army was in motion, and feventeen com- 
panies of foot, fix hundred lances, and foi.r 
troops of horfe were at hand, and ready to enter 
the city. They rufhed in impetuoufly ; and, 
having fet fire to fome houfes near the gate, as a 
fignal for the reft of the troops to haftea forward, 
they fpread themfelves over the town, crying out, 
" May the mafs flourilh : the city is taken." 

The citizens had been in fome meafure freed 
from their appreheniions, by Anjou's protefta- 
tions on the evening before ; but they had not 
been put entitely oft their guard. They flew in- 
ftantly to arms, and quickly formed a clofe com- 
pacted body, of fufficient ftrength to make head 
againft the enemy. Their number was foon aug- 
mented by others, who flocked to their afliftance 
from every quarter of the city. None declined 
expofing themfelves to danger, or trufled to 
others tor their defence. They remembered the 
devaluations which had been committed fome 
years before by the mutinous Spaniards, and were 
perfuaded, that they could not now avoid a re- 
petition of the d ; fafters wlvch they then fuffered, 
by any other means, but by exerting their ut- 
moft vigour, and fhev\ing, each man for him- 

felf, 
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felf, a contempt of danger. Animated there* 
fore by the dread of that ruin with which their 
fortunes, their friends, their wives and children, 
were about to be overwhelmed ; and fired with 
indignation againft their ungrateful, perfidious 
enemy, they advanced with a degree of fury 
which the French troops were unable to with- 
ftand. M^ny of the French had entered the 
houfes for the fake of plunder. Thefe men were 
quickly furrounded by the citizens, and put to 
the fword ; the reft were driven back towards the 
gate. There they expected, either to be fup- 
ported by their friends from the camp, or to 
make their efcape out of the city ; but, having 
neglefted to fecure the portcullis, the foldiers, 
who had (hut themfelves up in the guard-houfe, 
had fallied out and let it down. By this circum- 
ftance, the French were thrown into defpair, and 
the resolution and fpirit of the citizens augment- 
ed. The fituation of the former was now truly 
deplorable ; difappointed of that aififtance from 
without, on which they had depended, and 
crowded together into a narrow fpace ; while the 
citizens, who purfued, poured their (hot upoft 
them without a moment's intermiflion ; they fell 
in heaps above one another, till the gate was 
choaked with the dead and wounded. 

The citizens made next a defperate attack on 
a body of French troops who had mounted the 
rampart, and either put them to the fword, or 
tumbled them headlong from the wall. Of this 
fcene, Anjou himfelf, and the Swifs troops, who 
had attempted in vain to burft open the gate, 
were fpettators. At firft he thought it was the 
citizens that were thrown down, and believed it 
mud have been by accident that the portcullis had 
been (hut. He could not fuppofe that the inha- 
bitants, unaccuitomed to the ufe of arms, could, 
in the fpace of an hour, have difcomfiled fo 

great 
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_ a number of difciplined forces ; but he was Boor 
loon undeceived in his conje&ure. The citizens, ^-^^jj 
ftill inflamed with indignation, on account of his t ^y 
unprovoked, atrocious attempt, pointed their 
cannon towards the place where he ftood, and 
and killed a confiderabie number of the Swifs. 

The prince of Orange, who lodged in the caf- 
tle, at the oppofite end of the city, remained ig- 
norant for fome time of what had pa(Ted, and 
when intelligence of it was brought him, he at 
firft believed it to be fome accidental fcuffle be- 
tween the inhabitants and foldiers ; but at laft re- 
ceiving more certain information of the truth, he 
fet out with a part of the garrifon for the fcene of 
action. In his way thither he met Fervaques 
advancing towards him with a body of French 
troops, which had been left behind in the palace. 
At the firft onfet, Fervaques himfelf was taken 
prifoner, and his troops, difheartened by the lofs 
of their commander, and ftill more by the con- 
fcioufnefs of their treachery, were eafily over- 
come. William then proceeded to the gate of 
Ripdorp, where he arrived in time to prevent the 
citizens from wrecking an ufelefs, though merited, 
vengeance upon the prifoners. 

Nothing could be more afFe&ing, fays an 
liiftorian ', whofe information was derived from 
eye-witneiles, than the fpe&acle at the gate : the 
dead bodies piled one above another to a confide- 
rable height, and the wounded mingled with the 
dead, and ftruggling to difengage themfelves. 
At the prince's interceffion the lives of all the pri- 
foners were fpared, and many of the wounded re- 
covered, through the attention and tenderneis of 
thofe to whofe care they were committed. 

The 
1 Van Metcrcn, 
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Book late atrocious attempt. Nothing could be more 
"* VI11- ( palpably unj aft than to impute that attempt of 
the citizens of Antwerp, fince, on the fame day, 
the French troops had offered the fame violence 
in other places. By the kind providence of Hea- 
ven, the plan concerted to enflave them, had been 
fruftrated, in fuch towns as were of the greateft 
importance ; and it was their earned prayer, that 
the duke might become fenfible of the iniquity of 
his conduct, and refolve for the future to goveri 
the provinces conformably to thofe fundamental 
laws of the conititution, which, at his acceifion__ , 
he had folemnly fworn to cbferve." 

.The news of what had happened, having been^m 

quickly diffufed throughout the provinces, excite* i 

liriiverfal aftonifhment and indignation. Th -< 
prince of Parma, defirous to improve the oppor — 
tunity which was prefented to him, attempted L o 
reconcile the people to their antient government. 
But his endeavours were not more fuccefsful no%v 
than formerly. The confederates were deaf to 
hispropofals ; and even refufed to appoint am- 
Bafladors to treat with him concerning peace. 

S'h*s Ificlw *^* HE States in the mean time were deliberating 
tate8, concerning the letter which Anjou had written to 
the fenate of Antwerp. Had they liftened to that 
juft refentment with which they were inflamed, they 
would nut have hefitated to declare that he had 
forfeited the fovereignty. But they confidered 
how extremely critical their fituation was become, 
while Anjou was mafter of feveral of their forti- 
fied towns, and the prince of Parma hovered 
round them with an army, againft which they 
were unable to contend. In this perplexity they 
intreated the prince of Orange, who had hitherto 
remained filent, to affift them with his counfel. 
No perfon felt more fenfibly for the diftrefs into 
which Anjou's temerity had plunged the confe- 
deracy ; 
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cieracy ; and no perfon had a jufter ground of pro- 
vocation. It was by his means chiefly that An- 
jou had obtained the fovereignty ; and yet it could 
not be doubted, that in fending Fervaques with 
troops to the caftle, as above related, the inten- 
tion was to deprive him either of his life or his 
liberty. Notwithftanding this, William had at 
lirft interpofed to prevent the citizens from ufing 
any violence againft the prifoners ; and he now 
gave the following conciliatory advice to the States 
m writing, as he generally did in matters which 
he deemed of high importance. 

a It was not, he faid, without reludtance, that 
he had refolved to deliver his opinion on the dif- 
ficult queftion which was now before them, as it 
had of late been the practice of many perfons to 
blame him for every misfortune that had befallen 
the confederacy. Even if he had been inverted 
with abfolute authority, their cenfare would have 
been uniuft, fince the iflues of things belong to 
God only, and no man can anfwer for the fuccefs 
of the beft concerted enterprife. Confidering his 
age, and the injuftice with which he had been 
treated, it would be prudent perhaps not to ex- 
pofe himfelf again to the obloquy of his detractors. 
But his concern for the profperity of the Nether- 
lands would not fuffer him to maintain that fi- 
lence, which a regard to his perfonal eafe and fe- 
curity required ; efpecially as they had aflured him 
that they would take in good part, and interpret 
favourably, whatever counfel he Ihould offer. 

** Nothing was farther from his intention than 
to attempt tojuftify that atrocious violence which 
had been lately perpetrated : on the contrary, he 
thought the condudt of the duke had been fuch 
as proved beyond a poffibility of doubt, that he 

L 2 had 
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Book had forfeited his title to the fovereienty. Not- 
L j ^J^ _ f withftanding this, no perfon, he believed, who 
,583. fuffered himfelf to connder attentively the courfe 
of events fince their firft connexion with the duke, 
would deny that this connexion had been attend- 
ed with advantages. By his troops, not only the 
fiege of Cambray, but that of Lochem too, had 
been raifed, and the whole province of Guelder- 
land thereby faved from the depredations of the 
enemy. In confequence of his ele&ion, peace had 
been eftabliflied between the catholics and protect- 
ants in France, and the latter left at liberty to enter 
into the fcrvice of the States. Not to mention what 
they ought perhaps to prize more than any thing 
elfe, that, by ele&ing the duke for their fovereign, 
not only the authority, but the name and arms of 
Spain, had been abolifhed in the Netherlands, and 
a foundation laid, upon which their liberty might be 
firmly eftabliflied, provided they fhould exert 
themfelves with their wonted zeal and vigour. 
When thefe things were confidered, there would 
not appear much ground for the cenfures pafled 
on thofe by whom the duke's elettion had been 
promoted. But whether they had judged wifely 
or unwifely, the States muft now refolve either to 
make peace with the king of Spain, or truft for 
the future to their own ftrength, or enter into 
terms of accommodation with the duke. 

44 With regard to the lirft of thefe, he obferv- 
ed, that befides that all the fame reafons (till fub- 
fifted againft returning under the Spanifli yoke, 
which had formerly determined them to fhake it 
off; it muft appear prepofterous to think of re- 
conciling themfelves as iiibjedts, to a prince, whofe 
name and enfigns were obliterated, and whofe au- 
thority they had lb folemnly renounced. There 
was truth in what iome perfons (friends of Spain 
more than their native country) had fuggeited, 

that 
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«Jiat it was more defirable for the people of the Boo k 
JLow Countries to be fubjedt to a diftant, thaa to i^^-^ j 
a neighbouring prince, as it muft be more difficult 1583. 
for the former, than for the latter to encroach up- 
on their libeity. But this maxim could not, in the 
prefent divided (late of the Netherlands, be urged 
in favour of the dominion of the king of Spain; 
who, befides p:ffefling a powerful army ready to 
overwhelm them, was abiblute mafter of ieveral 
of the provinces ; and was therefore, in reality, 
much nearer to the confederacy than any other 
prince. 

*' Prompted by this and other confiderations, 
they had bellowed the fovereignty on the duke of 
Anjoii; and be, it could not be denieJ, had for- 
feited his title to it. This was acknowledged even 
by the duke himfelf, who was now fenlible of his 
folly. But notwithflanding his repeitfance, there 
was much ground to doubt of the expediency of 
entering into a fecond agreement with one by 
whom the firft had been lb grofsly violated. There 
was ground to dread that the fame evil counfcllors, 
by whom the duke had been once deluded, might 
again deceive him; and there was reafon to fuf- 
ped, that confidence could not be loon reftored 
between the French troops and the people of the 
Netherlands. 

" On the other han.1, he thought it his duty to 
call their attention to the coniequences which muft 
attend their refufing to be pacified. The duke 
would deliver all the fortified towns which he pof- 
feiTed, into the hands of the Spaniards. B »th he 
and his brother, the king of France, would from 
fiiends be converted into the moil bitter enemies; 
from whom all that mifchief might be expend, 
that can be contrived and execir.el by thofe who 
are ftimulated by ambition, and inflamed with 
animofity and refentnrrait. An immediate ftop 
would be put by the French kino;, to their com- 
merce with his lubjects ; and while he would (hut 

his 
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k his harbours againft their (hips, he would open a 
!l^j paffage through his dominions for the troops of 
; 3 . the king of Spain. Even the queen of England, 
though highly diflatisfied with the duke's con- 
duft, yet were (he to be informed that the States 
had obftinately refufed to be reconciled, would be 
exceedingly offended. And if they fhould lofe 
her favour, as well as that of France, to what 
other friend could they have recourfe, either able 
or willing to fupport them ? They mud for the - 
future truft for their prefervation entirely to them- 

felves. They mult, without delay, make a nu 

merous augmentation of their forces; and yet he — 
knew not where thefe forces could be raifed, fince= 
the devaftation of the war had been fo great in^K- 
every province of the confederacy, that fcarcely at- 
fufficient number of the people remained, to carr^~ 
on their trade and manufactures. In order to 
maintain fi^ch an army as was neceffary, much 
larger fums of money were requifite, than had 
hitherto been collected. What thefe were, would 
appear from the fcheme which he now delivered 
to them, containing a particular defcription of all 
the ordinary and extraordinary expences of the 
war. From the difficulty which they had expe- 
rienced in procuring money for paying the gar- 
rifons alone, they might judge whether they were 
poflefled of funds adequate to the expence both 
of thefe and of an army in the field ; without 
which, it was impoflible that they could for any 
confiderable time refift the enemy. 

" He was far from cenfuring thofe who advifed 
them to truft to the Almighty for protection. T1k 
counfel of thefe perfons was pious and well in 
tended; but he thought, that to engage in an; 
difficult enterprife without the means of carryin 
it into execution, was more properly to tempt tl 
Divine Providence than to truft in it; and th 
thofe only could be faid to exercife a proper tn 
in God, who, after embracing the moft favo' 
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opportunities of adion, had recourfe to Hea- 
oy prayer, to .crown their undertakings with 
fs. It behoved them therefore Hill attentive- 
confider their ftrength and their refources ; 
if, without foreign affiftance, they lhould find 
\ fufficient for the purpofes which they had in 
, they would, in his opinion, judge wifely in 
ving to retain the fovereignty in their own 
is. 

There was a time when the people of theNe- 
ands might have eftabliftied themfelves in this 
»y ftate of freedom and independence ; when, 
ite of the king of Spain, they might have ex- 
d his brother John of Auftria from the gro- 
ss. But our prefent fituation, continued Wil- 
, is widely different from what it was at the 
of which I (beak. A powerful Spanifh army, 
ided by thole who were then our friends, is at 
gates. The ftrength of the confederacy is 
lired. Even with the affiftance of the French 
ps, we have been unable to flop the progrefs 
tie enemy. If neverthelefs you fhall, upon 
try, find that you are able, by making greater 
tions, to do more alone, than when you were 
ed by others, banifh for ever all thoughts of 
iccommodation with the duke, and refolve 
:eforth, alone and unaffifted, to oppofe both 
and the Spaniards. Proceed inftantly to the 
ution of your defign. But I dread that be- 
you can make the preparations neceflary for 
ring upon a&ion, before you can colled either 
:roops or the money requifite, and even before 
can appoint a general to command your forces, 
y of your towns will be taken -, and many of 
i defpairing of relief, will enter into terms of 
mmodation with the Spaniards. For thefe 
mis you will judge, perhaps, that in your pre- 
circumftances the wifeft resolution which you 
form, is to enter into a treaty of reconcile- 
.t with the duke. And if this (hall be the re- 

fult 




i 5 z HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

Book fult of your deliberations, I have only one other 
^xviil^ co U nfel to fuggeft, which is, to give particular at- 
1583. tention in your new agreement to prevent the for- 
tified towns from being expofed on. any future 
occafion to that danger from which the city of 
Antwerp has fo narrowly efcaped j and for this 
purpofe to require, that no officer or foldier (hall 
be admitted into garrifons without taking an oath 
of allegiance and fidelity to the States V 

mtm^the This reafoning of the prince of Orange pro- 
sutet with duced the defired effeft upon a great majority of 
MirchSth the deputies, and a negotiation was immediately 
begun, and foon afterwards a treaty of peace and 
reconciliation was concluded on the following 
conditions ; That all the French prifoners in Ant- 
werp fliould be fet at liberty, the duke's papers 
and other efife&s reftored, and ninety thouiand 
guilders given him for difcharging the arrears 
due to his troops. That he fhould deliver up all 
the towns which he had feized, retire to Dunkirk 
with four hundred foot and three hundred horfe, 
and remain there till every point of difference 
fhould be entirely fettled ; that he fhould renew 
the oath which he took at his inauguration, to go- 
vern the provinces according to the fundamental 
laws., and that all his troops fhould take an oath 
of allegiance to the States, binding themfelves to 
ferve them faithfully againft their enemies, and 
never to be concerned in any attempt to the pre- 
judice of their authority. 

Attempts m As in promoting this agreement the pnnce of 
prinl^of lh< O/ange appears to have adted under a convittion, 
Orange. that there was no other expedient by which the 
confederacy could be faved from ruin ; fo, in be- 
ing able to peifuade the States to adopt it, he 
gave the moft convincing proof of his unlimited 
influence over that aflembly. The people in ge- 
neral, 
9 Van Metercn and Thuanut. 
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fieral, efpedally in Flanders and Brabant, were Boos 
extremely averfe from all accommodation. Their . x J r1 ^ , 
hereditary antipathy againft the French had, on , 5 g, 
this occafion, rifen to the greateft height. Many 
of the deputies too were animated with the lame 
averfion and refentment ; nor can it be doubted, 
that if they had not been prevented by that de- 
ference which they had been long accuftomed to 
entertain for William's opinion, they would have 
proceeded againft Anjou to the utmoft extremities, 
and have refolved never more to acknowledge his 
authority. The Spaniards were not ignorant by 
whom the States had been prevented from form- 
ing this refoluticn ; and they were now convince:!, 
that, till the prince of Orange were removed. n> 
event, ^however promifmg, would induce the ^on- 
federates to return to their allegiance. They had 
recourfe therefore to the dishonourable means of 
private aflaffination ; and to attempt h, different 
perfons were inftigated about this time by Ph:i:p 
or his miniftcrs ; one of them by Phiip h'mfeT, 
according to the declaration of the criminal ; r^t 
more probably, by his minifters at Madrid - 7 zi- 
ther by his ambalTador at the court of France ; 
and a third by the marquis de Ro-ba:-. and :v- 
prince of Parma. The conspiracy of "he •>. > 
former was detected, and they f-rfered i»\ m \ - 9 
and the laft, a French cff.cer, wh ,m R Ava \ - > J 
taken prifoner, and who had pre:e:.de d to azre-: 
to the propofal, in order to procure hisi : V;.-., 
gave information to William's friend 5 - of the ar- 
guments which had been employed to peri ' fji: 
him, and (hewed by his conduct afterward* \\ \\-i 
ferviceof the States, the fir.ceri'y of hir, a^horrev.e 
of that unhallowed detd v.hi-Ji he had bee:. .0- 
licited to perform '. 

The 

f Mrcrer. p. u? 
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Book The danger to which the prince was fo often 
x™ 1 ' expofed from the inveterate refentment of the 
i<8*. Spaniards, ought to have endeared his perfon and 
Difcomentt counfels to his countrymen, and thfey produced 
«r the people ^jg e ff e £ t j n a ^jgh degree upon all thofe who were 
able to comprehend the wildom and moderation 
with which he had conduced their affairs. But 
great numbers having formed their judgment of 
Anjou's ele&ion to the fovereignty, from the late 
unhappy confequences with which it had been 
accompanied, could not refrain from afcribing 
fome linifter intention to thofe who had been 
aftive in promoting it. They were incapable of 
difcerning the ftrength of the motives by which 
William had been prompted to advife the States 
to renew their agreement, and they even foftered 
fufpicions of his having attached himfelf to the 
duke, with a view to fome private advantage. 
This fpirit of difcontent was not confined to the 
vulgar, but likewife infefted feveral of the de- 
puties of the States, who became fullen and re- 
fractory ; and by their contentious oppofition to 
almoft every meafure that was propofed, difturbed 
and retarded the deliberations of that aflembly. A 
great majority however of the members agreed to 
employ the French and Swifs troops under mare- 
ichal Biron, whom the duke had appointed to 
command them. Biron having not only had no 
concern in the attempt upon Antwerp, but having 
been confidered by Anjou as one by whom it 
would have been oppofed, was the moft unex- 
ceptionable perfon to whom the command could 
have been committed, and he had been long dif- 
tinguifhed for his military fkill and experience. 
At firfl his arms were attended with fuccefs. He 
compelled the fort of Wouda to furrender, and 
with inferior forces he repulfed the prince of 
Parma, who had attacked his lines near the town 
of Rofendal. But it was impoifible for him with 
fo fmall an army to flop the progrefs of the 

Spaniards 
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Spaniards in other places, or to face them in the 
open field. Farnefe therefore puttied his conquefts 
with great rapidity, and made himfelf mailer of 
Endove, Dieft, and Wefterlo, while he pradlifed 
every art of negociation and intrigue againft 
Bruges, Ghent, and other places. 4 

During the courfe of thefe tranfa&ions the duke 
of Anjou fell into a lingering illnefs at Dunkirk, 
which was generally fuppofed to be the effed of 
thofe hardftiips which he fuffered in his retreat 
from Antwerp. Whether he believed himfelf in- 
fecurc in his prefent fituation, while the prince of 
Parma was fo brijkly carrying on hi9 conquefts in 
the neighbourhood, or found that his health re- 
quired a change of air, and a relaxation from the 
fatigues of bufinefs, or whether he had conceived 
hopes at this time of obtaining, by a perfonal in- 
terview with his brother, more powerful affiltance 
than he had hitherto received, does not appear 
with fufficient evidence. But whatever was the 
motive which determined him, he left Dunkirk 
and fet out for France, 

The prince of Parma was no fooner informed progrdi of 
of his departure, than he quitted Herentals, and' he P ri , ncerf 
led his troops to Dunkirk. The States, aware of »££!** 
the importance of that place, ordered marfhal 
Biron to march with all his forces to its relief. 
But fuch was the refentment which the Ghentefe 
and other Flemings had conceived againft the 
French, that no confideration could prevail upon 
them to fuffer Biron to pafs through their terri- 
tories. They had refolved, they faid, never to 
accede to the late agreement with the duke, whom 
they could not truft, and they would not be in- 
debted to his troops for their defence. The con- 
fequence to be expe&cd followed. The garrifon 
of Dunkirk, which confifted wholly of French, 
gave up the town in a few days to the prince of 

Parma. 
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Parma. He then laid fiege to Nieuport, and took 
it with fo much facility, as gave ground for a 
fufpicion of treachery on the part of the garrifon. 
He intended next to have inverted Oftend, but 
having learnt that the prince of Orange had taken 
particular pains to provide for its fecurity, he re* 
linquiflied his defign ; and having turned his arms 
againft Dixmude and Meningen, he fubdued thefe 
and feveral other places with a degree of celerity 
with which the people of the Netherlands hacj 
never been accuftomed to fee any military enter-? 
prifcs carried on. But his fuccefs ferved only to 
dazzle and confound the confederates, inftead of 
opening their eyes to the fatal confequences of 
that difcord which had expofed fo great a num- 
ber pf their aflbciates an eafy prey to the Spaniards, 
Except augmenting the garrifons of two or three 
towns, in the prefervation of which fome of the 
deputies were perfonally interefted, no vigorous 
refolution of any confequence was formed by the 
States, although they held their feflions daily, and 
were daily alarmed with frefti accounts of fome 
new lofs which the confederacy had fuftained. 

mjurioof About this time an incident fell out at Ant- 
fuipiciont werp which ftrongly marks the fpirit by wh ; ch 
pS£e tf C the Flemings were adtuated on this occafion. The 
orwge. prince of Orange having given orders for building 
an additional rampart for the greater fecurity of 
the caftle, fome fecret partifans of Spain took oc- 
cafion from thence to infinuate, that he intended 
to deliver that fortrefs to the French, and was 
now preparing it for their reception. The people 
too eafily believed this injurious fuggeftion ; and 
having taken up arms, they ran tumultuouhy to 
the caitle, with a refolution to expel the carrifon. 
William immediately prefented himfelf before 
them. The fight of a perfon whom they had 
been fo long accuftomed to revere, joined to the 

evidence 
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evidence which they received on the fpot, of the Book 
utter falfchood of that report which they had fo J™* 11 ^ 
rafhly credited, appeafed the fury of the greater t ^3. 
number, and quelled the tumult. But there were 
fome among them more audacious and malignant 
than the reft, who called him by the contumelious 
names of deferter and traitor of his country. This 
treatment, fo unmerited from a people whom he 
had faved from ruin, affe&ed him in the moft fen- 
fible manner. He admoniihed the magiftrates to 
take cognifance of the licentioufnefs which thpy 
had witneffed ; but finding, that, on account of 
the great number of the guilty, they were afraid 
to exercife their authority, he left Antwerp, and 
retired into Zealand, after having delivered direc- He retires 
tions to the magiftrares in writing, for the go- j° u ^,. nd ' 
vernment and defence of the city, and nominated 
the Sieur de St. Aldegonde, chief magiftrate, or 
governor,* for the enfuing year *. 

William did not intend by changing the 
place of his refidence to withdraw his attention 
from the fouthern provinces. He interefted him- 
felf as much as ever in their affairs, and meant 
only to provide for his own fecurity, and to remove 
the aflembly of the States (which was fummoned 
to meet at Middleburg) to a fituation in which 
the deputies would not be fo much influenced by 
the emiflaries of Spain, nor fo much difturbed in 

their 

f Of the affection of the maritime provinces towards the 
prince of Orange, and of the trait and confidence which they 
repoCed in him, he received about thia time a confpicuous proof, 
by a reiblution into which all the dries entered, except two, of 
creating him earl of Holland and Zealand, with all the powers 
and privileges which belonged to that ancient dignity. How 
far the prince hiuifelf contributed to their forming this refolution, 
does not appear from the cotemporary hi (lor tans. It did not 
contradiQ the treaty between the United States and the duke of 
Anjou 1 as, by that treaty, the maritime provinces had only 
bound themfelves to contribute their (hare of the public cx- 
pences. Yet it was matter of fome obloquy againft the prince, 
of whom it was laid, that he had not been inattentive to his 
private intereft. 
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Book their deliberations by the tumultuous difpofition 
^^ , of the people. He (till employed all his intereft 
to reconcile the cities of Brabant and Flanders to 
the continuance of the French troops in the Ne- 
therlands. And his endeavours proved effe&ual 
with Bruflels, and fome other towns which lay 
neareft to the enemy ; but Ghent, and moft 
of the other cities, remained as inflexible as ever, 
and refolved never to admit the French within 
their territories, or to be indebted to them for 
protection. The States therefore found it necef- 
fary to give orders for the departure of thefe 
troops, at a time when every friend of his country, 
who fuffered himfelf to refled on the critical fili- 
ation of the confederacy, thought that the pro- 
vinces ought rather to have made conceflions to 
Anjou and the French king, in order to induce 
the latter to augment their number. Biron put 
them on board tranfports at Biervliet, and thence 

Aogutt *7- conducted them by fea to France. 

The Spaniards were now at liberty to purfue 
their conquefts almoft without oppofition. Far- 
nefe immediately formed the blockade of Ipres. 
Aloft was fold to him by an Englilli and Walloon 
garrifon for the payment of their arrears. The 
country of Waes, and the town of Ruplemonde 
on the Scheld, were fubdued, and Zutphen too 
was taken by furprife-, the con fequence of which 
was, that the Veluwe, an extenfive territory be- 
tween the Iffel and the Rhine, was laid open to 
the incurfions of the enemy. 

In the mean time the fecret partifans of Spain 
were daily increafing in Bruges, Ghent, and other 
places. Many perfons had declared themfelves 
againft Anjou with fo much violence, that they 
dreaded his return. Many were intimidated by 
the rapidity of the prince of Parma's conquefts. 
Some having been intrufted with the public money, 
were afraid of being called to account for their 
management of it by the prince of Orange and 

the 
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the States, and all of them were allured to their Book 
firft allegiance by the moderation with which *y'l L .j 
Farnefe treated fuch as had already fubmitted to t - 8 , 
him, and the ftrift fidelity with which be adhered 
to his engagements. 

Among the perfons, who, prompted by thefe 
motives, were defirous of again reducing their 
country under the Spanifli government, the prince 
of Orange had the mortification to find his 
brother-in-law, count Heremberg. This noble- 
man, weak, inconftant, and governed by his wife, 
who was the prince's fifter, but had for fome time 
been at variance with her brother, had formed the 
defign of delivering the province of Guelderland, 
of which he had teen appointed governor, into 
the hands of the Spaniards. His plot having been 
detected before it was ripe for execution, he was 
feized and imprifoned by an order of the States. 
But having been afterwards fet at liberty upon his 
parole, he gave irrefragable proof of his guilt by 
flying over to the enemy. 

The prince of Chimai's intrigues in Flanders JX^iIoe 
were more fuccefsful. This nobleman, eldeft fon of chmui. 
of the duke D'Arfchot, had been educated in the 
catholic faith, but fome time before the prefent 
period, he had openly profefTed the reformed re- 
ligion, and attached himfelf with much apparent 
zeal to the party of the prince of Orange and the 
States. Confcious that both his religion and pa- 
triotifm were mere grimace, he had laboured with 
confummate artifice to remove any iufpicions that 
might be entertained of his fincerity. He was 
perpetually (unrounded with the proteftant minif- 
ters, with whom he lived on the moll familiar 
terms ; and he publiftied an apology for his con- 
duct, in which, with the higheft encomiums on 
die proteftant faith, he mingled the bittereft in- 
eedbves againft Philip, bellowing on him every 

reproachful 
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Book he died in great pain, at Chateau-Thierry, on the 
,J^j ioth of June, 1584, at the age of thirty. 

HUchiac- Such was the conclufion of the reftlefs life of 
««. this prince, whofe weaknefles and vices were 

equally pernicious to himfelf, to the Netherlands, 
and to France. Improvident of the future, and 
unable to judge for himfelf, he was a Have to the 
felfifh purpofes of others, as well as to his own 
humour and caprice. He feems likewife to have 
been incapable of difcerning" the merit or demerit 
of thofe who approached him, or the foundnefs or 
folly of the counlels which they offered. He vtas 
not void of friendlhip or attachment, and he was 
adive and ambitious ; but he was entirely deftitute 
of that patience, ileadinefs, and refolution, which 
are neceffary in carrying on any important enter- 
prife ; and his conduit towards the United Pro- 
vinces above related, too clearly juflifies what was 
faid of him by his filler Margaret, that if fraud and 
infidelity were to be banifhed from the earth, there 
was in him a (lock fufficient from which it might 
be foon replenilhed p. 

^prhKe Yet his death, at the prefent crifis, was a real 
©f orange, calamity to the people of the United Provinces ; 
but the memory of it was foon effaced by a much 
greater calamity, which in a few weeks afterwards 
befell them, in the death of the prince of Orange ; 
againft whom one of thofe atrocious attempts, to 
which Philip's profcription gave birth, proved at 
lad fuccefsful. It was planned and afterwards 
executed in Delft, by Balthazar Gerard, a native 
of Villefans in Burgundy. This man, in order to 
facilitate his admiilion into the prince's prefence, 
had called himfelf the fon of a French proteftant, 
of the name of Guion, who had fuffered for the 

fake 

9 Bcimvoglio, i.75. D'Avila, L vi. &c. 
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fake of his religion. By this fidtitious account of B o o 1 
his extraction, joined to an artful affettation of ^^j 
zeal for the reformed religion and the fervice of 15 g^ 
the States, he became known to the prince ; and 
William was fo far deceived by this impoftor, that 
he put him into the train of an ambaflador to the 
court of France. This mark of confidence did 
not divert him from his ungenerous defign ; on 
the contrary, he had no fooner returned frorr> 
France than he refolved to carry it into execution ; 
and he would have done fo, as he afterwards 
declared, on his firft arrival, when he was admitted 
with letters into the prince's apartment, if he had 
not neglected to furnifh hirnfelf with arms. But 
in a few days after, having returned to the palace, 
on the pretence of applying for a paffport, he 
placed hirnfelf at the door of that apartment, in 
which the prince was at dinner with his wife Louifa 
de Cologni, and his filler the countefs of Scwart- 
zenburg, and waited there, with a cloak caft 
round mm, till they were retiring into another 
room. The princels, obferving him look confufed 
and pale, was grealy alarmed, and enquired what 
he wanted. He comes for a paffport, anfwered 
the prince ; when the affaflin, ftepping forward, 
(hot him in the body with a piftol loaded with 
three balls. William had time only to fay, " God 
have mercy on me, and this afflicted people : I 
am grievoufly wounded." Immediately after 
which he fell down, and in a few moments after- 
wards expired i; the princefs, overwhelmed with ,u J 10t ' 
anguifh, looking on ; whofe peculiar fate it was 
to fee her fecond hufband murdered, as her illuf- 
trious father, and her firft hufband, the amiable 
Teligni, had been, in the maffacre of Paris, fome 
years before. 

M 2 Tuz 

' In tbe fifty -fecond year of Ins age. 
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Bj> o * The murderer, in the mean time had made his 
, efcape out of the palace by a back-door, and had 
almoft reached the ramparts. He was preparing 
to throw himfelf into the ditch, which was full of 
water, in the hopes of being able to fwim over, 
when he was overtaken by two of the prince's 
guards. 

Upon his firft examination he declared, that, 
fix years before the prefent period, he had formed 
the defign of putting the prince to death ; that 
he had then been deterred rrom his purpofe by his 
friends ; that he had again refumed it, when the 
king published his edidt of profcription; that 
having been in the fervice of Du Pre, fecretary to 
count Manfveldt, he had procured from him fome 
blank fubfcriptions of the count's, which, in order 
to gain credit, he had delivered to the prince ; 
that he had communicated his defign to four 
jefuits in Treves and Tournay, who aflured him f 
that if he ftiould die in the execution of it, he 
would be deemed a martyr by the church. 

To thefe circumftances, after the torture was 
applied, he fubjoined, that the reward promifed 
in the profcription had been his principal motive ; 
that he had made known his purpofe to the prince 
of Parma, and had been advifed by him to con- 
verfe with his fecretary, Chriftopher AfTonville ; 
that Aflbnville had denred him to reflect on the 
difficulties which he muft encounter; but had 
aflured him, that he could not perform a more 
acceptable fervice either to the king or the prince 
of Parma ; that he might depend, with perfe& 
fecurity, upon receiving the money promifed in 
the king's editt of profcription; but exhorted 
him repeatedly to deny, in cafe of his being feiaed, 
that the prince of Parma had approved or his de- 
fign ; although the prince, he faid, had in reality 
approved of it, and had confented to his ufing the 
blank fubfcriptions. 

When 
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When he was informed of the fentence pro- Book 
nounced agamft him, in which it was ordained, ^ *!!^j 
that his right hand (hould be burnt off, and the I5 g. 
flefli of his body torn from the bones with burning 
pincers, he was at firft thrown into the moft dread- 
ful "cbniternation, and lamented bitterly that he 
had fuffered the thirft of wealth to betray him 
into an adtion, which had plunged him into fuch 
intolerable mifery ; but he foon recovered his na- 
tural fortitude, and faid, that, far from repenting 
of what he had done, he was confcious of having 
merited the favour of God, and was fure of being 
admitted into a (late of eternal happinefs. And 
in this temper of mind he remained, both in the 
interval before his execution, and the time of it f 
during which he exhibited a degree of compofure 
and tranquillity that filled the fpedtators with 
aftonifhment. 

The higheft encomiums were beftowed oil 
this deluded wretch by the popifli ecclefiaftics in 
the fouthern provinces ; and in many cities they 
would have lighted up bonfires, and celebrated 
public rejoicings, if the confent of the people 
could have been obtained ; but even the prince 
of Parma's troops refufed to join in thefe rejoicings, 
and openly declared their condemnation of an adt, 
which they found repugnant to the di&ates of 
their hearts, whatever might be faid in juftification 
of it, on the principles of crooked politics, or the 
popifh faith. 

The Teader will not need being told of the 
grief and confternation, which this melancholy 
event diffufed throughout the confederated pro- 
vinces. Each perfon mourned as for his parent, 
his guardian, and friend, and felt for the lofs 
which the State had fuftained, as men are wont 
to feel for their private and domeftic calamities. 
Being now deprived of the perfon whofe wifdom 
had, for many years, been their principal fupport, 

they 
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Book they confidered themfelvcs as deftitutc and forlorn, 
^f^l ' ^j and were overwhelmed with the moll gloomy 
*S 8 4-, apprehenfions of their future fate r . 

chtrtaerof Never was any perfon better fitted than the 
the jviik*. p r i nce Q f Orange for the difficult fitiiation in which 
he was placed, or better qualified for the arduous 
tafk of delivering an injured people from the yoke 
of their opprelfor. Even his bittereft enemies 
allow him to have been pofleffed of vigilance, 
application, 1 penetration, and fagacity, joined with 
a peculiar dexterity in governing the inclinations 
of men, and in conciliating and preferving their 
affe&ions. To thefe accomplifhments both the 
hiftory of his life, and the teftimony of the beft 
informed hiftorians, authorife us to add the virtues 
of fortitude and magnanimity, of juftice and 
equity, of patience, equanimity, and moderation, 
which were never perhaps found united in one 
perfon in fo eminent a degree \ Amidlt all the 
variety of fortune which he experienced, he was 
never either elated or deprefled ; but whether the 
events in which he was interefted were profperous 
or adverfe, he preferved on all occafions the fame 
compofure and ferenity of foul. 

B y a refpeftable popifti hiftorian % he is accufed 
of avarice and rapacity, yet that author has not 
been able to produce a fingle fadt to juftify his 
charge. It appears not from any hiftorian, that 
he was ever guilty of employing his power for the 
purpofe of advancing his private intereft to the 
prejudice either of individuals or the public. He 
always declined taking any concern in adminifter- 
ing the finances. He did not even exatt payment 
of the revenue which the States had appointed 
him ; and at his death he left his private affairs 

fo 

f Van Meteren, p. 363. Bentivoglio, lib. xii. Thuanus 
In hoc anno. • Tbuani Hiftoria. • Bentivoglio. 
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fo much encumbered, that the States found it Boo* 
neceflary to make provifion for the fupport of J*- " 1 ^ 
his w idow and children g . , -g 

The fame hiftorian has loaded him with the 
imputation of fraud and hypocrify, of which how- 
ever no proof was ever given but general invedive, 
nor a (ingle inftance of deceit produced by his 
moil inveterate enemies. Before his rupture with 
Philip, he teftified on all occafions his difappro- 
bation of the meafures that were purfued-, and 
after it, he aCted uniformly the part of an open 
foe. He had no religion, fay fome catholic 
writers, but what his intereft and ambition dictat- 
ed. Yet he was decent and irreproachable in 
his conduct, as well as punctual in difcharging the 
fundtions of that religion which he profefled ; nor 
do thefe authors pretend to offer any other evidence 
to juftify their iurmife, but that he gave up the 
catholic religion, in which he had been educated 
« the court of the emperor, and returned to that 
with which his mind had been tindtured in his 
earlieft infancy. His religion was not indeed of 
the fame fpirit either with that of thofe whom he 
forfook, or of many of thofe whofe caufe he 
adopted. It fuffered him not to regard either 
fpeculative opinions or external rights, as fufficient 
ground for harafling and butchering thofe from 
whom he differed in opinion. But in an age of 
cruel gloomy fuperftition, with which almoft all 
the companions of his youth were deeply infected, 
his religion, conformably to the example and 
precepts of its author, was mild, moderate, and 
humane. Nor was it to one fe£t of Chriftians only 
that Ms moderation and humanity extended. As 
he did what he could while he adhered to the ca- 
tholic faith to put a flop to the perfecution of the 
proteftants* fo after he had embraced the 

reformed 

• Wfckfort, lib! 2. 
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Book reformed' religion, he exerted his moll ftrenuous 
^y 1 ^ endeavours to protect the catholics from violence, 
1584. and to procure liberty for them to exercife their 
religion as far as was confiftent with the public 
peace. To infer from this conduct, that fee had 
ho religion of his own, is going a great deal farther 
than to affert the lawfulnefs of perfecution ; it is 
equivalent to maintaining, that no Chriftian can 
be fincere who can live at peace with thofe who 
differ from him in his religious perfuafion. 

It is not to the purpofe which the popifh hifto- 
# rians intended to ferve by their portraits of Wil- 
liam's charadter, to fay of him that he was ambw 
tious : in itfelf, ambition merits neither praife nor 
blame, but is culpable or laudable according ,to. 
the end at which it afpires, and the means which 
ijt employs. But if we judge concerning the cha- 
radter of the prince of Orange according to thisr 
criterion, it muft be impoflible for perfons fo op- 
pofite in their principles, as the catholic and pro-, 
teftant hiftorians, to agree. 

If with the former, we place the rights of alt 
fovereigns on the fame foundation, without diftin- 
guilhine between an abfolute prince and the fove- ' 
reign of a free people, and believe that every prince 
is, by an indefeafible and divine right, intitled to 
exercife a defpotic power over the religion and 
Kberty of his fubje&s •, if we believe, that with the 
permiflion of the pope, a king may violate his 
moft folemn oaths, and that the obligations. of his 
fubje&s to obedience remain in force, even after 
every condition upon which they entered into them 
has been violated •, if with fuch principles as thefe, 
we judge of the character of the prince of Orange, 
it will be difficult not to confider him as guilty both 
of penury and rebellion; •, and, in this cafe, the 
molt favourable verdift that can be pafTed upon 
his condudt, is to fay, that it proceeded from a 
criminal ambit: on. 

But 



PHILIP n. KING OF SPAIN. 169 

But if, on the other hand, we regard the pon- Boor 
tiffs pretentions to the power of feting men at ^" 11^, 
liberty from their oaths as abfurd and impious ; if t - 8 
we regard the rights of fubje&s as no lefs facred 
than thofe of kings ; if we diftinguifh between a 
prince invefted with unlimited authority, and one 
whofe power is circumftanced by the fundamental 
laws or the State ; between a prince whofe right 
to his dominions is indefeafible, and one who ob- 
tained his fovereignty only upon certain terms, 
which he fwore to fulfil, while his fubjedts engag- 
ed to yield their obedience on condition of his ful- 
filling them; in this cafe, our judgment of Wil- 
liam's character will be extremely different from 
what it was on the former fuppontion. We will 
not be fatisfied with barely aflerting his innocence 
of thofe crimes of which his enemies have accufed 
him, but we will confer upon him the glorious 
appellations which his countrymen bellowed, of 
the father of his country, and the guardian of its 
liberty and laws, who generoufly facrificed his in- 
tereft, eafe, and fafety to the public good, and 
who, firft by counfel and perfuafion, and after- 
wards by force of arms, did more to refcue His 
fellow-citizens from oppreffion, than was ever done 
in fuch untoward circumftances by any patriot in 
in the world before. 
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^HE prince of Parma did not negleft the Book 
opportunity which the diftrefs occafioned ^J^^j 
the death of the prince of Orange afforded , 5 g 4# 
, to perfuade the confederated provinces to Temper and 
pt of peace. But their diftruit of Philip ,^Z* 
• attachment to the proteftant faith, and the 
r caufes mentioned above, dill retained their 
ence, and rendered them averfe from any re- 
:ilement with a prince againft whom their in- 
ation wa? more inflamed than ever, by the 
\ injury which they had lately fuffered. They 
d attend to nothing now but how to profecute 
arar with vigour, or to teftify their refpedt for 
uemory of the prince of Orange, 

William's eldeft fon, the count of Buren, Prince Mm- 
ftill a prifoner in Spain ; and his fecond, prince r,ce# 
nice •, was engaged in the ftudy of literature 

and 

jftndfon, by the mother's fide, of the celebrated elector of 
jrofthe (amename. 




HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

and fcience at the univerfity of Leyden. On this 
young man, who, at the time of his father's death, 
Tc84."~ was on ty eighteen years old, of great hopes, and 
whofe aftions afterwards exceeded the moft fan- 
guine expettations of his countrymen, the States 
beftowed the greateft part of the dignities which 
which his father had enjoyed. Befides creating him 
high-admiral of the Union, they conferred upon 
him the government of Holland, Zealand, and 
Utrecht. And, in order to fupply his want of 
experience, and fecure his being early inftrudted 
in the military arr, they appointed count Hohenloe, 
the moft accompli (bed officer in their fervice, to 
be his lieutenant or deputy, till he (hould attain to 
greater maturity of yeah and underftanding. 

Kedoaionof From this condutt of the States, which proved 
c£n' U &c. that William's afeendant over them had not ter- 
minated with his life, Farnefe perceived that it 
would be impoflible to bring the war to a conclu- 
fion in any other way than by force of arms* 
Difmifling therefore all thoughts of peace, he 
proceeded with great activity in the military ope-r 
rations which he had begun in Brabant and Fland- 
ers •, and his fuccefs was in proportion to the pru- 
dence and vigilance which he exerted. Behdes 
the towns above mentioned, he had lately ac- 
quired Vilvorden and Dendremonde, but he had 
not yet reduced Ghent, Bruffels, Mechlin, or 
Antwerp. To have proceeded feparately againft 
each of thefe places in the ordinary way of lieges, 
would have protradted the war to an excemve 
length. Inftead of that method, he bethought 
himfelf of another, which was fuggefted by the 
fituation of the feveral towns, and the nature of 
their refcurces. This was to make himfelf matter 
of the banks of the rivers and canals on which 
they flood, while he fent out flying parties of 
horie to fcour the adjacent country. And thus he 
not only put a flop to their trade, without which 

they 
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>uld not fubfift, but cut off all of them but Book 
rp from every fort of communication with ^^ . 
laces. For feveral months however the in- 15 g. 
its declined entering into any terms of ae- 
ration. But when they confidered that, 
le were obliged to draw off his troops by 
iroach of a fuperior army, they muft foon 
iced to the laft extremity, their refolution 
they began to liften more patiently to the 
.tions which the fecret partifans of Spain 
aily founding in their ears ; and, at length, 
them as were fituated in the more interior 
irft Ghent, and afterwards Bruflels and 
i, refolved to return under the Spanifh go- 
nt, upon conditions to which Farnefe had, 
brent occafions, lhewn himfelf willing to 

hefe conditions, the moft important were 
owing : " That the people fhould engage 
owledge no other fovereign but the king 
n : That no rejigion but the Roman ca- 
lould be permitted, but that the proteftants 
De allowed to remain in the Netherlands for 
ars, in order to dilpofe of their effects: 
fum of money (hould be paid for defray- 
expences of the war : That all paft of- 
fhould be forgiven, and all the antient 
ind privileges of the inhabitants reftored 
intained inviolate." 

JfiUing his part of thefe conditions, Far- 
it only adted with ftridt fidelity, but dif- 
i degree of lenity and moderation that was 
)ly calculated to promote his views. Of 
t of three hundred thoufand crowns, to 
he people of Ghent confented in their 
f furrender, he demanded only two hun- 
oufand. And although in his adt of in- 
r fix perfons, more obnoxious than the 
d been excepted, he required from them 

only 
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Book only a pecuniary fine* He was likewife at all 
xJ^^j times willing to liften to the complaints of the 

1584. proteftants, and to redrefs their grievances b . 

sitgfofAnt- All the confiderable towns in Brabant were 
*"* now fubdued, except Antwerp. The prince had 
early formed the refolution or laying fiege to that 
important city ; and fome time before his acqui- 
fition of Ghent and Bruffels, he had taken mea- 
sures for beginning it. But in order to fecure fuc- 
cefs, it was neceffary that his utmoft (kill and 
ftrength (hould be exerted •, and he now applied 
himfelf to the profecution of his defign, with all 
the anxiety, zeal, and induftry, which an objeft 
of the higheft confequence deferved. 

Antwerp was at this time not only the richeft 
and moft fplendid, but likewife the ftrongeft city 
in the Netherlands. As it lies extended along the 
banks of the Scheld, and the confederates ftill 
maintained their fuperiority at fea ; it was thought 
to be fufficiently fecured on one fide by a ftrong 
wall which ran parallel to the river ; and on the other 
fides it was fortified by ramparts of extraordinary 
ftrength, and a ditch filled with water, of fuch 
depth and breadth, as in the opinion of thofe times 
rendered it almoft impregnable. 

Such was the judgment formed of it by the 
prince of Parma, and on this account he did not 
intend to attempt reducing it by ftorm, but to 
have recourfe to the flower method of blockade, 
which he knew mud fooner or later prove fuc- 
cefsful. 

On the fide towards the land, he found it ex- 
tremely eafy to render the blockade complete, as 
the States had no army able to contend with him 
in the field, and all the neighbouring towns were 

in 

* Metcren, p. 368. 
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in his poflcflion. But thefe circumftances he per- Book 
ceived would be of little advantage, while the be- *"JLj 
fieged remained mailers of the Scneld ; and there- t s g, 
fore, to deprive them of this refource, was the 
great objedt to which all his operations, during 
this celebrated fiege, were directed. 

The people of Antwerp had penetrated into 
his defign, and had omitted nothing in their power 
to prevent him fropi carrying it into execution. 
With this view they had conllrudled two forts, one 
on each fide of the river, about three miles below 
the town ; to one of which they gave the name of 
Lieffkenfoech, and to the other that of Lillo. 
Farnefe judged itneceffary to begin his operations 
with reducing thefe forts. He lent the marquis 
de Roubais againft Lieffkenfoech, which flood 
on the Flanders fide of the Scheld, while Mon- 
drangone laid fiege to Lillo. Roubais found no 
great difficulty in fulfilling the general's intention 
with regard to Lieffkenfoech. But Mondragone's 
attempt on the fort of Lillo was not attended with 
the fame fuccefs. This fort was valiantly de- 
fended by colonel Balfour, a Scotch officer of 
diftinguilhed merit, and Telignv, the worthy fon 
of the brave La Noue. After battering the 
ramparts for feveral days, Mondragone attempt- 
ed to take the fort by ftorm, but was repulfed ; 
and in his repulfe, and a fally which the garrifon 
had made fome days before, he fuftained the lofs 
of no lefs than two thoufand men. 

Upon receiving intelligence of this difafter, the 
prince of Parma, after fettling the government of 
the towns which he had lately conquered, came 
himfelf to view the fcene of action. He found 
that all the time and pains and blood which had 
been fpent in the fiege of this fort had been mif- 
appHedt and perceived, that as it flood at fome 
diftance from the banks, it did not materially in- 
terfere 
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Book terfere with his plan for putting a ftop to the na- 
^^"j^ vigatkm of their river. 

** ** For this reafon, inftead of pufhing the imme- 
diatere du&ion of it, he was fatisfied with blockad- 
ing it on the land- fide, fo as to prevent the excur- 
fions of the garrifons. 

Thepnntc Having given inftrudtions for this purpofe, 
tk*f** 9 * he caUed a councU of his general officers, and laid 
Mocking up before them his projed for blockading up the 
*e scherd. Scheld, by building a bridge over it, to intercept 
the communication between the befieged city and 
the maritime provinces ; anenterprife which, had 
it failed, would have expofed him to derifion, but 
which (hewed the boldnefs of his genius, and has 
contributed more than almoft any other of his mi- 
litary achievements, to raife his character to that 
exalted rank which it holds in the annals of hiftory. 

By moft of the officers this propofal was regard- 
ed as chimerical. For .where, faid they, can ma- 
terials be found for fo great an undertaking? 
And even if they fhould be found, yet how is it 
poffible to transport them hither ? By land-car- 
riage, it is utterly impradticable ; nor would it 
feem to be much eafier by water, while the ene- 
my poffeffes fo great a fuperiority in naval force. 
Befides that, no beams, they obferved, were of 
fufficient length to reach the bottom of the river. 

To build a bridge of (hips, they thought, 
would be equally impra&icable, becaufe he did 
not poflefs fo great a number as was neceflary, and 
it would be impoflible to colled them from differ- 
ent places, in the face of a vigilant enemy, of 
fuperior merit and ftrength. And even allowing 
it were poffible, either with beams or (hips to 
conftrud fuch a bridge as was projected, yet it 
would be quickly deftroyed by the ice, or by the 
tides and ftorms, or by the enemy. 

But 
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But Farncfe, corneous cf :ziy—zzz :z z'-.z fer- 
tility of his genius, of which his :£:srs c;u_i :.m 
no idea, was not dhecurxged by :he:*e ;:t;": :r_= 
He confidered that the n-eai'ure ■-- -r~z'- r.e hid 
refolved was ike crdy cr.e ry ^r-.ch Ar~trp 
could be reduced, arid :ha: ~il he :n:uld red jlh i, 
and thereby get pciTs:i:^r. crarjLTil £:::». the 
towns lately acquired 'which uf ^al.v carried en 
their trade by the way cf Ar.:v.erp / rr.u:: :u£er 
the greateft inconveniencies, and *: *.v;_i be :n 
vain for hira to attempt :he c-r.que:: :,: :he rrjir:- 
tirae provinces. 

Determined by the: e confidc-nit: oris, he pro- 
ceeded inftantly to mike the prepirari cr.s neceifarv 
for executing his delign. Having firft icur.ded 
the river, and meafured its breadth in different 
places, he found, that between the village of 
Ordam in Brabant, and Caloo in Flanders, it was 
neither fo deep nor fo broad, as above <a below. 
At this place therefore he refolved to build the 
bridge. And he besan "with railing two ftrong 
forts, oppofite to each other on the different fides 
of the river, befides feveral redoubts, on which, 
as well as on the forts, he planted a great number 
of cannon, to defend the bridge when hnilhed, 
and to protect the workmen while engaged in 
building it. 

In the mean time he ranfacked all the country 
round for materials, and he had the good fortune 
to find at Dendremonde and Ghent, great quanti- 
ties of every thing which he ftood in need of. If 
he could have conveyed his materials down the 
Scheld to Caloo, a great expence of labour and 
time would have been faved. This he repeatedly 
attempted ; but he foon found that it was impofli- 
ble to efcape the vigilance of the citizens, who 
being directed in all their operations by St. Alde- 
gonde, lay in wait for his boats near Antwerp, 
and either took or deftroyed them. 

Vol. II. N In' 
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In order to avoid the repetition of this difafter, 
Farnefe made, on the Flanders fide near ^Borcht, 
which (lands higher than Antwerp, a large cut in 
the dike of the Scheld, by which he laid all the 
neck of land between Borcht and Caloo under 
water ; opening an egrefs for the water by another 
cut near Caloo, and tranfporting his apparatus for 
die bridge acrofs the inundation. This expedient 
rendered it unneceffary for his boats to pafs by 
Antwerp, and they likewife arrived fooner at 
their deftined port. 

But St. Aldegonde having built a redoubt on 
the Brabant fide, oppofite to the cut at Borcht, and 
Rationed fome armed veffels to cruize there, foon 
rendered the paffage as difficult as before. Far- 
nefe was therefore obliged to adopt another expe- 
dient, much more laborious than the former * but 
which he knew would certainly be attended with 
fucceft. This was to dig a canal fifteen Italian 
miles in length, to join the inundation juft how 
mentioned, with a Kttle* river which falls into the 
Scheld at Ghent. That he might finifh this ar- 
duous undertaking the more fpeedily, he fixed his 
head-quarters at Beveren, in the neighbourhood 
of the canal, and was perpetually prelettt himfelf, 
exhorting and encouraging the workmen; and 
fometimes taking the fpade and pick-axe into hk 
own hand. The work was finilhed with wonder- 
ful expedition, and fully anfwered his expectation. 
As the enemy could have no accefs either to the 
canal, or the river with which it communicated, 
he conveyed all ntoeflary materials »and engines 
from Ghent without oppofition and immediately 
afterwards began the conftruftion of the bridge. 

Defcription T h e two extremities of this edifice were formed 

of ihe bridge of huge beams, driven into the bottom of the 

river by the force of engines, and ftrongly bound 

together by other tranfverfeor crofs beams. This 

part 
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f the wax c i fae fyyVw x --fn^yy*. 1 1 i * 
m each fide :r rat rrrcr n*vxrfa "^c znede "^ 
as far as dKOecc* cf ±k vE=r ^icai 
, which oo se Fgnntr* fiig tjs t*-: bar- 
sct, aadecthe ic^er. see "rzzcrsl Tnei 
m were acts :**tp» ^s rr:*L srrsc 
Is the aro eric ^jeg, =ex:i^r=£^ :c ix 
where trrr breach Srrg fzcrssiVd r;> 



eet, two fori were ersebsd ^xc :be=, ird 
ed «hh ardHerr T=e •:•:•.-; -a- i* ^v~*d 
withftrocg piir^s. isi i pirirsr: frre te-: 
if ihe thicker p-sr^*, wls ri^V-i tr*: - :: fcr 
:urity of the fcici^rs. A r: *■ ce pL« was 
riven deep izto the i>:ct:xz c^ tbe rver. txi- 
3 each fide of the ftacadis, a: the iiurce e£ 
feet from then, and rrocgi y filtered to the 
of which they were cccipotVd. Bendes 
another row of iens beam*, pointed with 
ras placed horizontally a !htk above the fur- 
' the water ; itretching c Jt to a conhderabk 
from the bridge on both fides, fo as to 
t dangerous for (hips to approach. 

this part of the work, the navigation of the 
iras confiderably ftraiteued- but as there 
open (pace in the middle, between the heads 
rftacaoes, of more than one thoufand two 
d and fifty feet, the enemy's ftiips taking 
jtage fomedmesof the night, and fometimes 
rind and tide, continued, though not with- 
s, to pafs and repafs as formerly ; and the 
is ffill abundantly fupplied with provifions. 
b having from the beginning intended to 
the intermediate fpace with (hips, had with 
lifficulty colle&ed two and thirty, which he 
to be a fuffident number. Thefe veffcls, 
3C malls had been taken out, were placed 
ieir fides parallel to each other, at the di- 
of about twenty feet. They were ftrongly 
d together by chains, and were fixed in 




1585. 
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their places by anchors at both ends, in fuch a 
manner that the failors could (horten or lengthen 
the cables, as the tide either rofe or fell. Over the 
intermediate fpaces, ftrong beams went from one 
(hip to another. Above thefe were laid planks ; 
and the fame fort of parapet was eredted, as that 
which was raifed on the ftacados. Thirty foldiers 
and four failors were put on board each (hip, and 
all the (hips were planted with artillery. 

For the greater fecurity of this part of the 
work, a flota one thoufand two hundred feet long 
was conftrudled of barks, bound together in the 
fame manner as the (hips of which the bridge was 
formed, with the fame fort of beams pointed with 
iron, refembling a file of pikes, ftretching from 
that end of the barks which lay next to the enemy. 
Thefe barks were filled with empty calks, to 
prevent them from being funk, and were fixed in 
their place by anchors. Of this kind of flota, 
two were conftrudted, confiding each of two and 
thirty barks, one above, and the other below the 
bridge, at thediftanceoftwo hundred yards. 

This ftupendous work e furnifhed employment 
to the prince of Parma's fleet and army for more 
than half a year. Without a fleet of confiderable 
ftrength it could not have been executed, and the 
procuring of this fleet in fuch difadvantageous cir- 
cumftances, was one of the many ftriking proofs 
which Farnefe exhibited on this occafion, of that 
extraordinary activity and enterprife by which 
his charadler is fo eminently diftinguifhed. With 
infinite labour and difficulty he had equipped, at 
Ghent and Dunkirk, foity armed veffels, and put 
them under the command of the marquis de Rou- 
bais ; who being well fupported k by the forts and 
redoubts on the banks or the river, protected the 

workmen, 

€ It was finiflied February 1585. 




PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 

workmen, in fpite of the mod vigorous efforts 
which the befieged could make to interrupt them. 

Farnese however would not probably have 
fucceeded in his enterprife, if the united States had 
exerted themfelves with vigour, proportioned ei- 
ther to that of the enemy, or to the importance of 
the prize contefted. It now appeared how great 
was the lofs which the confederacy had fuftained 
in the death of the prince of Orange. By Wil- 
liam's fuperior rank, wifdom, and experience, 
fome turbulent leaders had been reftrained, who, 
after his death, indulged their fadtious, interefted 
fpirit, without regard to the pernicious confequen- 
ces which might enfue. Among thefe was Tref- 
long, whom the States had appointed commander 
of the fleet, deftined for the relief of Antwerp. 
This man, whether from treachery or from pri- 
vate refentment, paid no regard to his inftruttions* 
but on different pretences, at firft delayed putting 
the orders of the States in execution, and at laft 
told them that he would not fail, unlefs fome 
perfons with whom he had quarrelled were remov- 
ed from the magiftracy. On this occafion, prince 
Maurice called an affembly of the States of the 
"province, difmifled Treflong from his employ- 
ment, and put him under arreft. The command of 
the fleet was then given to count Hohenioe; but the 
time in which its operations might have proved 
effedtual, was paft ; and the bridge, with all its 
fortifications, as above defcribed, was aljnoit 
fxniflied. 

No words can exprefs the aftonifhment which Confternati- 
it excited in the minds of the befieged. At the™* lhebt> 
commencement of the work, they had regarded it ,ee 
rather as an objeft of derifion, than as fitted to 
excite any ferious apprehenfion or alarm. Their 
anxiety and terror now were in proportion to 
their former confidence and fecurity. They fa*v 

an 
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Book an entire ftop put to their trade in every quarter. 

j^ 3 " 3 ^, They already felt many of the inconveniencies of 
,.gw a fiege. Their imaginations represented, in the 
moft dreadful light, the calamities which they 
werie about to fuffer ; and perfons of all ranks be^ 
can to talk of the neceflity of preventing them in 
time, by making their peace with the enemy. But 
{hey were diverted from forming any fixed refo- 
lution by St. Aldegonde, who employed all his 
eloquence and addrefs to roufe their abhorrence 
of the Spanifti yoke, and to infoire them with the 
hopes or being able to raife the liege. 

speech of St. « j T ; s not furprifing, faid he, in an aflfembly 

egon e. ^ ^^ ^ q ^j public offices in the town, that 

many of our fellow-citizens ftiould tremble at the 

{>rofpe& of thofe hardftiips which ufually attend a 
ong continued fiege. But while we caft our eyes 
forward to thefe, let us reflect on the calamities 
which we have reafon to dread from a furrender. 
We have feen, within thefe few years, two me- 
morable fieges, the fiege of Haerlem, and that of 
Leyden. The people of Haerlem, rather than 
fubmit to the laft extremities, chofe to throw 
themfelves on the mercy of the Spaniards. But 
how bitterly did they repent of their having done 
fo ? And how much better had it been to have 
fallen in the field of .battle, than to fuffer, as fo 
great a number of the braveft did, that ignomi- 
nious death to which they were doomed by the 
cruel Spaniard ? The inhabitants of Leyden, on 
the other hand, refolved rather to die, than to de- 
liver themfelves up to fuch a perfidious enemy ; 
and the confequence of their adhering to this refo- 
lution was, that the fiege was raifed, and a period 
put to all their miferies. Can we hefitate in de- 
ciding which of thefe examples we ought to fol- 
low ? Is not death more eligible, than fubmiflion 

to 
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to die dominion of an enemy, from whom we Book 
have endured fuch intolerable outrage ? <l xix i j J 

" If this city (hall fall under the yoke of thefe ,s8s ' 
opprefibrs, can we doubt that the citadel will be 
reftored, and with it all the tyranny which they 
were wont to exercife f Will not our religion be 

Srofcribed, and the inquifition eftablifhed i This 
luftrious city will then become a colony of 
Spaniards. Her commerce will be ruined, and 
her inhabitants obliged to wander in fearch of 
places of abode, forlorn and indigent. But why 
fhould I thus defcribe the difafters of a furrender ? 
There is ftill no reafon for defpair. It is impofli- 
ble that this bridge can (land long againft the 
efforts which we will make for its deftru&ion. 
Let us not therefore be wanting to ourfelves ; but 
with a fixt, [unalterable purpofe, let us embrace 
the glorious alternative of liberty or death." 

By thefe exhortations, joined to the refpeft in 
which his character was held, St. AJdegonde 
gained over the citizens to a perfeft conformity 
with his fentiments ; and periuaded them to re- 
new the oath which they had formerly taken, 
never to return under the dominion of the king of 
Spain. An edidt was then publilhed, prohibiting 
ail perfons, under the fevereft penalties, from lir 
ftening to any terms of accommodation that 
might be offered; after which they proceeded 
with redoubled ardour to put in practice fuch ex- 
pedients as had been devifed for the demolition 
of the bpdge. 

Ik order to effectuate this, they had been for prepntiom 
Ibme time paft employed in preparing fire-fhips^ ^ < f ^" de . 
under the direction of Giambelli, a celebrated Ita- moiifhjng 
lian engineer, who appears to have been the author the brWse - 
of this invention. They were formed of the 
thickelt planks, and had each of them a nvne or 

chamber 
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Book chamber in the middle. This mine was built 

%ff ^^ mJ \n the ftrongeft manner, and filled with gun- 

1585. powder, and with rugged ftones, bullets, and 

fuch other weighty materials, rammed hard and 

clofe, on purpofe to increafe the refiftance, and 

augment tne force of the explofion. 

The citizens laboured at the fame time in con- 
ftrudting a flat-bottomed veflel of extraordinary 
ftrength and fize, with which they intended to 
attack the forts and redoubts on the banks of the 
river. This enormous machine was more pro^ 
perlya floating caftle than a (hip, and the town's 
people had, on account of the fanguine expedi- 
tions which they conceived from it, given it the 
name of the " end of the war," 

While the people of Antwerp were thus em- 
ployed, the confederates who lay at Lillo, under 
count Hohenloe, made a vigorous attack on the 
fort of LiefFkenfoech, and compelled the garrifon 
to furrender. From LiefFkenfoech, they pro- 
ceeded againil another fort of the name of St. An- 
tony, which they likewife reduced with the fame 
facility. When intelligence was brought to the 
prince of Parma of their defcent, he fet out with 
a detachment of his army to oppofe their progrefs, 
but both the forts had furrendered before he 
could arrive. Being enraged againft the com- 
manders of thefe forts, on account of their having 
made too feeble a refiftance, he ordered them 
both to be beheaded on the dike of the Sqheld, in 
fight of the enemy. He was the more concerned 
for the lofs of LiefFkenfoech, as it cave the enemy 
free poffeffion of the navigation of the river below 
the bridge, and thereby tended to facilitate the 
execution of any defign which they might form 
for its deftrudtion. 

At firft he imagined that the folicitude which 
the confederates had ftiewn for the recovery of 

LiefFkenfoech, 
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LiefFkenfoech, had proceeded from their intend- 
ing to make an attempt upon the lower fide of the 
bridge. But it focn appeared, that their only view 
was to fecond the operations of the befieeed, and 
to complete that ruin which they expected the ex- 
plolion of the fire-lhips would certainly produce. 

These veflels were fent down the river, w;:h 
a favourable wind and tide, on the 4th of April. 
The Spaniards who had got forae imperfect intel- 
ligence of their nature, were filed with the moil 
anxious expectations. They knew them to be 
fire-fhips from their unufual appearance, and were 
varioudy affected, according 10 the various con- 
jectures which they formed of the effects that 
were about to be produced. But they were all 
alike prompted by curiofity, to witneis a lpectacle 
which had never been exhibited in any liege be- 
fore. And the banks of the river, the forts and 
redoubts, and even the bridge itlelf were crowd- 
ed with fpectators. 

Of feveral veflels which Giambelli had prepar- 
ed, only two were conftructed ia the manner 
above mentioned, the one of which contained in 
its mine fix thoufand pounds of gun-powder, and 
the other, feven thoufand five hundred pounds. 
One of them ran afhore before it reached the 
bridge. But the other being more fortunate in its 
diredtion, was driven towards that part of the 
bridge, where the itacado on the Flanders fide 
was united to the (hips. A number of the Spa- 
nifh officers and foldiers had the courage to jump 
on board, in order to extinguifh the train, which 
Giambelli had contrived in fuch a manner, as to 
require an hour before it could reach the mine. 
The prince of Parma had advanced a little way 
on the ftacado, to wait for the event ; but was 
prevailed upon by his officers to retire. He had 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely entered the neighbouring fort, when the 
explofion happened, with a noile more dreadful 
than the loudeft thunder, A fudden darkneft 
overfpread the region round. The ground (hook 
as in an earthquake. The river, difturbed in its 
courfe, was tlirown over its dikes, and poured 
into the fort of Caloo with inconceivable vio- 
lence. Not only fuch of the Spaniards perifhed 
as had ventured to go on board the fire-fhips, 
but all thofe too who were upon the bridge, and 
many of thofe who ftood upon the banks of the 
river. No language can defcribe the horror of the 
fcene whichprefented itfelf after the fmoke was 
difpelled. The bridge, and both the furface and 
the bank6 of the river, were covered with the 
dead and wounded ; whofe bodies were disfigur- 
ed in a thoufand hideous ways by the (moke and 
flames, and the various innruments of deftruc- 
tion with which the fhip was ftored. Eight hun- 
dred men were killed, and a great number maim- 
ed and dangeroufly wounded. Among the killed 
were many officers of diftipftion; but no perfon 
perifhed fo deeply lamented by the prince of Par- 
ma, as the marquis de Roubais, the general of 
the horfe; a nobleman diftinguilhed by many 
fhining accomplifliments; brave, adtive, and ex- 
pert both in the arts of peace and war ; once an 
enemy of Spain; but who, prompted by jealoufy 
of the prince of Orange, had abandoned the caufc 
of liberty, and fhewn for fome years paft no left 
zeal in reducing his countrymen under the Spanifh 
yoke, than he had difcovered formerly in affert- 
ing their independence. It wa6 not only loffes of 
this kind which the prince of Parma fufltained on 
this occaiion. The bridge likewife fuffered confi- 
derable damage. Six of the (hips *hich compos- 
ed the middle part of it, were burnt; forae were 
forced from their ftations, and others turnflf with 
their keels uppermoft, and dafhed to pieces. 
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Ir the confederates had improved the opportu- 
nity which this havock afforded them, the whole 
work might have been demolifhed •, and in that 
cafe, a prediction of the prince of Orange would 
have been fulfilled, that if Farnefe with fo fmall 
an army fliould undertake the fiege of Antwerp, 
it would prove his ruin. But, as was obferved by 
the old experienced Mondragone, it appeared from 
many circumftances in the conduit or the confe- 
derates in this fiege, that the prince of Orange 
was dead. 

By fome ftrange fatality, or fome unaccounta- 
ble inadvertence, or, as one hiitorian infinuates, 
by a mifunderftanding between the magiftrates of 
Antwerp and the admiral of the Antwerp fleet, 
thofe firefhips which had coft fo great an expence 
of money, ingenuity, time, and pains, were fent 
down the Scheld before any concert had been 
formed with the confederates at Lillo; who were 
therefore unprepared to fecond that mighty effort 
which had been made for opening the navigation 
of the river.— Giambelli, though extremely foli- 
citouB to know the fuccefs of his invention, re- 
mained entirely ignorant of it for two days. A large 
reward was offered to thofe who (hould venture 
to go down the river forintelligence. But none had 
courage to advance far enough to make any cer- 
tain difcovery, nor did the citizens know any thing 
of what had happened till the third night after, 
when they received information of it by a mef- 
fenger from count Hohenloe. 

The prince of Parma was in the mean time em- 
ployed in repairing the bridge, and he exerted him- 
ielf with fo much adtivity and vigour, that it was 
made as ftrong as ever before the befieged were 
acquainted with the damage which it had luftained. 
His late experience fuggefted to him an alteration 
in the work, which was found afterwards of great 
importance : this was to remove the flotas, and to 
form that part of the bridge which was compofed 

of 
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of the (hips, in fuch a manner that, in cafe the 
enemy fhould repeat their experiment, it might 
be opened at different places to let the fire-fhips 
pafs through and continue their courfe down the 
river. 

t^Vrf *^ HE fp irits °f t ' ie befieged were ftill fupported 

tbcLficged. by the fanguine hopes which they had conceived 

from that enormous veffel, which they called the 

end of the war. This huge machine was entirely 

the work of the citizens, and was not approved of 

either by Giambelli or St. AJdegonde. It was 

found, on trial, too unwieldy to anfoer the pur- 

pofe for which it was intended. After planting the 

lower part of it with cannon, and filling the high- 

1 er part with mufketteers, they made an attack 

upon one of the Spanifh redoubts ; but they failed 

• in their attempt, and the machine itfelf was fo 

much fluttered, as to be rendered almoft unfit for 

future ufe, 

At Giambelli's defire, the fenate of Antwerp 
had again recourfe to their firft expedient of fire- 
fhips ; but the enemy having learnt the nature of 
thefe machines, employed different means to ren- 
der them ineffe&ual. They laid hold of them as 
foon as they appeared, and fometimes extinguifh- 
ed the trains, and fometimes dragged the vefTels 
to the banks of the river, or through the openings 
in the bridge. 



*3~ 



Giambelli then bethought himfelf of another 
device, from which he believed that fome more 
certain effedt might be expedted. Having bound 
together in one compacted body fifteen fhips 
armed with pointed beams, and with fcythes or 
falchions, for cutting the chains and cordage of 
the bridge, he fent them accompanied with fire- 
fhips down the river when the wind and tide were 
combined and favourable. The fhock which this 
contrivance produced was very great, but through 
the wife precaution which Farnefe had taken, by 

making 
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making the openings juft now mentioned, toge- Foot 
ther with the unexampled boldnefs of his ibldiers X 13 ^ 
in laying hold of the fire-fhips, the bridge receiv- x - 8 - 
ed no greater damage than could be quickly re- 
paired. Some other expedients were propofed by 
Giambelli, but the fenate was deterred from adopt- 
ing them, partly by the expence and time requifite 
to prepare his machines, and partly by the diffi- 
culty of mariners and foldiers vvilling to expofe 
themfelves to the danger with which the putt- 
ing his inventions in pradtice would have been 
attended. 

There remained now for the befieged onlyrhecoun- 
one refource, to which, if they had given proper J^Xb 
attention in the beginning, all the anxiety, ex- 
pence and labour, which they bellowed in at- 
tempting to demolifh the bridge, might have been 
faved. In order to form a clear conception of 
what will be faid on this interefting part of the 
prefent fubjett, it is neceflary to remember that 
the ground on the north fide of the Scheld, be- 
tween Antwerp and Lillo, is much lower than the 
reft of the country, and were it not for the dyke 
of the river would every tide be overflowed. 
This ground is generally covered with water in 
many places, but in other parts it furnilhes pafture 
for a great number of cattle with which the Ant- 
werp market is fupplied. Through the middle of 
this plain there runs from the village of Couvef- 
tein, where the country begins to rife, to the great 
dyke of the Scheld, a fmaller dyke, called the 
Counterdike of Couveltein, which had been form- 
ed to ferve for a road or caufeway. The confeder- 
ates at Lillo could, by opening the dyke of the 
Scheld, lay all the ground under water between 
Lillo and the counterdyke, while the befieged 
could, with the fame facility, introduce the river 
into that part of the plain .vhich lies between the 
counterdyke and Antwerp-, and thus, by b.eak- 
ing down the counterdyke, the innundations on 

each 
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Book each fide of it could be united, and a free naviga* 
. * f * M tion opened between Antwerp and Lillo, 

l 5 a S- The reader will eafily perceive, that while the 
bridge flood, the fate of Antwerp depended en- 
tirely on the counterdyke ; and that, in cafe the 
confederates could make themfelvcs mailers of it, 
they might bid defiance to the prince of Parma, 
and without anxiety fuffer him to retain pofleffion 
of the bridge. If, in the beginning, they had be- 
. lieved it practicable fear him to execute his defign 
of blocking up the river, they could have fortified 
themfelves on the counterdyke in fuch a manner, 
that with the afliftance of the inundation, they 
would have baffled his mod vigorous efforts to ex* 
pel them. But they w$re deceived by the contempt 
which they entertained of his intended enterprise, 
and did not perceive their error in negle&inc tq 
occupy this important ftation till it was top late. 
The prince of Parma had already feizecj upon it, 
and taken every neceflary precaution againil the 
attempts which he doubted not they would foooer 
or later make to wreft it from him. He commit* 
ted the charge of defending it to two of his moft 
vigilant officers, Mondragone and Manfveldt. He 
ordered it to be made broader and higher than it 
was before. He ftrengthened it with piles of 
wood driven into it tranfverfely, and he ere&ed 
feveral forts upon it, befides planting redoubts on 
the dyke of the Schdd, with which he intended 
to take the enemy in flank, in cafe they flioukj 
venture to approach. 

The confederates, however, defpairing of be- 
ing able to demolifh the bridge, refolved, if pof- 
fible, to diflodge him from the counterdyke. And 
their firft attempt, after laying the ground oil 
each fide of it under water, wa^ made in the be- 
ginning of May by count Hohenloe. That ge^ 
neral had formed the plan of this attack in con- 
cert with St. Aldegonde, who was to have cor 
op^rated with him, and had agreed to fet fail with 

• the 
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the Antwerp fleet immediately after lighting up, Book 
on a tower in the city, three fires, as a fignal of ^ J"*^j 
his departure. By a miftake of the perfon to whom x -g 5 . 
the charge of this fignal was committed, it was 
exhibited before the time, and through this unto- 
ward accident count Hohenloe was left alone in 
the execution of his enterprize. He concluded it 
however with vigour, and laid one of the forts and 
a part of the counterdyke in ruins ; after which 
he thought it prudent to retire, and to referve his 
forces unimpaired till the befieged (hould be ready 
to fecond his operations. This unfortunate at* 
tempt ferved only to rotife the prince of Parma 
to greater vigilance and exertion. Agreeably to 
his conjectures, he law that the principal efforts 
of Ac enemy would henceforth be diredked againft 
the counterdyke : and, therefore, he not only ap- 
plied himfelt with diligence to repair the damage 
which it had fuftained in the late attack, but vi~ 
fitcd every day all the redoubts and forts, and 
reinforced the garrifons with chofen troops taken 
from the feveral nations of which his army was 
compofed. 

Thb confederates at Lillo, and the people of 
Antwerp, were in the mean time indefatigable in 
making preparations for another attack. St. Alde- 
gondc flood almoft fingle in his opinion on this 
occafion, and endeavoured to convince his coun- 
trymen, that it would be eafier for them to de- 
ftroy the bridge itfelf, than to make themfelves 
matters of the counterdyke, in opposition to an 
enemy fo much upon their guard, and fo ftrongly 
fortified. But having, fince their difappointment 
with die regard to the effedt of the fire-fhips, 
been accuftomed to confidered the bridge as im- 
pregnable, they were deaf to whatever he could 
advance upon the fubjeft, and he was obliged to 
concur (which he did with all his wonted a&ivity) 
in the execution of that defign of which the ma- 
jority approved. 

Towards 
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Book Towards the end of May every thing was 
n_ f^Lr prepaid both at Antwerp and Lillo that was 

1585. thought neceffary to fecure fuccefs; and, on the 
B»uieofthe26th of that month, count Hohenloe, according 
couotcrdjke.^ concert with St Aldegonde, failed from Lillo 

early in the morning, with a fquadron of more 
y than a hundred (hips, having on board a numerous 

body of troops, under the command of the moft 
experienced officers n the United Provinces 4 . He 
iefolved to make his attack at the broadeft part of 
the counterdyke, between the two middle forts, 
called the fort of the Palifades and fort St. George, 
where there was room to intrench his troops. In 
order to facilitate his landing, he fent before him 
four veffels refemblng fire-fhips, with fome trains 
of gunpowder, to which the foldiers, who were 
concealed within, fet fire. This device produced 
the defigned effect. The Spaniards taking the 
fmoke and flame for the forerunners of an explo- 
fion, retired haftily from that part of the dyke to 
which they faw the veffels approaching. The con- 
federates in the mean time advanced, and landed 
between feven and eight hundred men. The Spa- 
niards foon difcovered the artifice by which they 
had been deceived, and immediately returned to 
the ftation which they had left. An obftinate and 
bloody aftion enfued, while the contending parties 
were Supported on the one fide by the cannon of 
the fleet, and on the other by thofe of the forts on 
the counterdyke. 

In the midft of this conteft St. Aldegonde ar- 
rived with the fleet from Antwerp, which was near- 
ly as numerous as that from Lillo. The confe- 
derates being thus powerfully reinforced, kept 
poffeflion of the ground which they had gained, 
and while fome of them fought, others were em- 
ployed in cutting the counterdyke, and in raif- 

ing 

4 Juftin deNaflau, Ifelftein, Fremin, Morgan, and Balfour. 
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ing temporary defences of piles of wood, and Book 
fecks of earth and wool, aeainft the fire of the ^JIJ^- 
enemy. . The combatants being cooped up in a ^X<T 

. k iianfojy (pace, evety ftroke and (hot did execution. 

,, But jtiey received Continual fupplies of frelh men 
&ori? the (Kips, and forts, and their courage was 

~ /Xyperibr'to every danger. Both St. Aldegonde 
'aiwHohenloe mingled with the combatants, and 

" by their example and exhortations nourifhed the 

' £$EF l *te anc ^ i ntrc P'd ardour of the foldiers. 

" . "'This is the laft difficulty, cried St. Aldegonde, 
which remains to be furmounted. Periift as you 
have begun, and Antwerp, that bulwark of our 
Gopfederacy, will foon be delivered. Your liberty, 
your future fafety, and every thing dear and facred, 

\ depend on the fiiccefs of your prefent enterprife. 
. We have now no choice left but vidlory or 
death/' 

, The Spanifh generals were at no lefs pains to 
animate' their" ft&rfpb. Both Mohdragone and 
Manfveldt, though worn out with age and the fa- 
' tigues of a lone Continued warfare, difplayed on 
>this occafion the utmoft intrepidity. Notwith- 
standing their moft vigorous exertions, the confe- 
. derates ftill maintained their ground. They 
twice repulfed the Italians and Spaniards. Of the 
materials which they had brought along with them, 
« "they raifed a conuderable bulwark againft the 
enemy's artillery. They made feveral openings 
in the counterdyfce, and were fo confident of vic- 
tory, that St. Aldegonde and count Hohenloe, 
. isfter affigning to the feveral officers their refrac- 
tive" ftations, fet fail for Antwerp in a fliip which 
had pafled through one of thefe openings, and 
entered the city in triumph. Their defign, it is 
laid, was to confult with the magiftrates concerning 
ibme future meafures which they thought neceffary 
Vol. II. O 19 
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The Spaniards, not fatisfied with this victor}*-; 
_^^ flung themfelves from the counterdyke, and pur- 
I5 8 5 . fued the fugitives as far as the depth of the water 
Theconfc- would allow. No quarter was given to thofe 
tcflltld* whom they overtook. The counterdyke, znd 
the water en both fides of it, were' covered with 
the flain, and many fell with diflionourable 
wounds, who for feveral hours together had given 
inconteftible evidence of the moft heroic valour. 
The number of the killed on the fide of the con- 
federates, amounted to two thoufand five hundred, 
and that on the other fide, to one thoufand. The 
recovery of the counterdyke was not the only ad- 
vantage which Farnefe derived from his prefent 
vidtory :. he like wife ,got pofleflion of more than { 
thirty of the enemy's (hips, with a,H the artillery 
and engineers that were on. board. Immediately 
. . after which he proceeded to fill up the breaches in 
* the counterdyke, and to repair the damage which z 
his fortifications had fufftained. 

The befieged, being thus cruelly difappointed 
in their hopes of deliverance, were overwhelmed 
with confternation and defpair. : By their late 
great exertions, their internal refources were ex- 
naufted, and they had little profpedl of any fo- 
reign aid that could arrive in time to prevent the 
neceffity of furrendering. They had not indeed 
as yet experienced thofe intolerable miferies which 
attend on famine in a place befieged ; but they 
forefaw that ere long thefe miferies muft certainly 
overtake them, and they confidered, that to delay 
making' peace with the enemy, could onlyferve 
to increafe the difficulty of obtaining favourable 
terms. Such were the fentiments of great num- 
bers of every condition, notwithltanding the fo- 
lemn engagement under which they had. lately 
come, of never fubmitting to the Spanifh govern- 
ment. St. Aldegonde, and the other magiilrates, 
laboured to remove their apprehenfions, by af- 
furing them, that not only their friends in the 

maritime 
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itime provinces were preparing forces to r^- 
-thcm, but that the queen of England intended 
Xert herfelf in their behalf. St. Aldegonde 
fclf appears to have been animated with this 
5, and for feveral weeks it had the effett which 
efired on the minds of the citizens ; but their 
lice being at laft worn out, they aflembled in 
oultuous manner, and peremptorily required 
ambafladors fliould be appointed to treat of 
render. The magiftrates, though extremely 
kant, found it neceflary to comply with their 
sft; and accordingly St. Aldegonde, and fe- 
otbers of the.principal inhabitants, were fent 
z Spanilh camp. 

hey were received by the prince of Parma in capituiatim 

10ft gracious manner, and much more favour- rf Anlwerp - 

terms of accommodation were offered, than 

had reafon to expedt. Various motives con- 

d in determining this prudent general to att 

le prefent occanon with the utmoft degree 

oderation which the king's inftrudlions would 

- ; for, befides that the granting of equitable 

itions to the citizens of Antwerp would con- 

te to facilitate, his future conquefts, he con- 

zd, that his troops had fuffered great dimi- 

n fince the commencement of the iiege $ that, 

ccidepts which he could not forefee, the 

;e might be demolifhed ; that he had with 

i difficulty refilled the efforts which the con- 

ates had already made ; that ftill greater ex- 

is were to be apprehended from defpair; 

that the befieged, if compelled by feverity 

ijtate the example of Haerlem or Leyden, 

t relift his moll ftrenuous endeavours to re- 

them, till the queen of England, whp was 

sating on the fubjedt, ftiould refolve to ef- 

: their caufe. 

Moved 
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Moved by thefe confiderations, Farncfc fhew- 
ed himfelf not only willing, but even defirous to 
1585.^ bring the treaty of furrender fpeedily to a con- 
clufion ; but the ambaffadors of the befieged, ftill 
flattering themfelves with the hopes of afliflance, 
' ftudied to put it off as long as poflible ; nor was 
the capitulation figned till within three days of 
the time when the whole flock of provifions in 
the city would have been coniumed. This cir- 
cumflance had been carefully concealed from the 
citizens, as well as from the prince of Parma, and 
was known only to the magiftrates and mailers 
of police. It had not therefore the fmalleft influ- 
ence on the terms of peace, which were as favour- 
able now as if the furrender had been made fome 
months before. 

In fome refpe&s they were more favourable 
than even thofe which had been granted to Ghent 
and Bruges. Whereas the proteftants of thefe 
places had been permitted to continue only two 
years, in order to fettle their affairs ; in Antwerp, 
they were allowed to remain four ; and although 
Antwerp was much richer than any of the other 
cities, and the expence of the fiege had been in- 
finitely greater, yet he demanded a fine of only 
four hundred thoufand guilders for the payment 
of his troops. All the prifoners were let at li- 
berty -j all pad offences were forgiven, and no 
exception whatever was made in the general 
adl of indemnity ; nor was any perfonal reftridlion 
laid upon any of the citizens, except St. Alde- 
gonde, who was required to engage, that he 
would not carry arms againft the king of Spain 
for the fpace of a year. This circumftance had 
the appearance of a punifhment infli&ed on this 
diftinguifhed patriot; but it ought to be con- 
fidered rather as a mark of refpett and honour, 
fince it implied an acknowledgment of his fuperior 

merit, 
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aerit, and difcovered the dread which his enemies Boo* 
ntertained of his abilities, ^.-^ j 

Notwithstanding this public teftimony ! ' 8s " 
vhich St. Aldegonde received from the Spaniards, 
le was aocufed of having delivered up the town 
without neceflityt and fo rafh and ill-informed 
vere the States of Holland and Zealand on this 
xcafion, that they forbade him to take up his 
refidence within their territories. Being confcious 
)f having adted with perfedt integrity, he paid no 
regard to their interdiction, but foon after the 
(urrendcr fet out for Zealand, where he required 
he States to produce his accufers, and to try him 
openly f ; and, as no accufer ever ventured to ap- 
pear, he published a vindication of his conduct, 
adculated to put his enemies to filence, and to 
[hew that, inftead of cenfure, he had merited the 
ligheft praife h . 

The ill-humour which the maritime provinces 
iifcovered on this occafion, in their injurious treat- 
ment of a perfon fo beloved and popular as St.Al- 
degonde, occafioned the error or thofe who affert- 
ed that thefe provinces were not difpleafed that 
the Spaniards had got pofleffion of Antwerp, and 
that their jealoufy of that commercial city was the 
caufe why they did not exert themfelves with 
greater vigour to preferve it. As the circumftan- 
ces above explained feem to afford a full account 
of their inadtivity in the beginning of the fiege, 
fo, towards the clofe of it, it (hould feem they 
did every thing for the relief of the befieged, which 
they could have done in their own defence. The 

only 

t The account here given is taken from Meteren, the bed 
informed of all the hiftorians in matters relative to Antwerp, 
[t differs materially from that of Reidanus. 

* Benrivoriio, part ii. lib. Hi. Meteren, lib. xfi. Thuamis, 
ib. lnziii. Rek^us, lib. iv. 
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only objeft of their dreacf.atf this "'"tuuiT was the 
power of Spain. They coiiid not bui conficfer 
Antwerp as a bulwark ag^inft th&t power y and 
they could not forefee thoie. commercial adv^nta- 
• ges, which they derived afterwards frofli tfce re-, 
duftion of that wealthy city under the Spaniih 
yoke. 

fcrtrit de " They foon experienced thefe. ad vantages, by. 
many Jits the removal of fo great a number of the inhabit-' 
inhabitant.. an t s f JJ ra bant and Flanders to Amfterdarii and 
Middleburg that it became jiqceflary to extend 
th? walls of thofe .cities in order to contain therri. 
And thus the trade of the cojifeder.ate4 States was 
greatly augmented, while that of the fouthern pro- 
vinces received a wound, of which it never af- 
terwards recovered. The prince of Parma had 
provided carefully againft this event, fo fatal to 
the profperity of his late acquifitions, by' the 
length of time which he allowed to the proteft^nts 
for difpofing of their efFe&s, and by the mildnefs 
of his adminiftration ; but, befides that their aver- 
fion to the Spanifh government was become un- 
conquerable, and that for fome years pall they had 
tafted thefweets of liberty, they were too fincerely 
attached to the reformed religion, to bear the 
thoughts of ever complying with the catholic, or 
even to indure thofe reftraints to which it behoved 
them during their flay at Antwerp to fubmit. 
Philip's bigotry had, in the time of the duke of 
Alva, tranfplanted great numbers of , his fubje&s, 
together with their wealth and manufactures, 
into foreign Hates, and it now increafed the power, 
of the revolted provinces, at the expence of thofe 
which had returned to their allegiance. The 
Putch began, not long ajFier". this period, to purti 
their commerce to a greater extend t^afh ever. 
They were more able than formerly to fupport 

the % 
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the burden of the war ; and in a few years after- 
wards they found themfelves in a capacity, not , _ 

only to defend their infant (late, but to attack 1585. 
their powerful adverfary, with fplendor and fuc- 
cefe, in the moll diftant regions of the globe. 




THE 
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Book The States were more fenfible than ever of 
^^l^ their inability to defend thtrtifelves, without the 
1585. affiitance of fome foreign power. In their treaty 
They oner with the duke of Ajyou, they had difcovered great 
Jeigmy^o foliAude iii'guarduig againft the annexation of 
the king of the provinces to the crown of France; but foon 
France. a j. ter the dealh Q f lhe p r ; nce Q f Orange, they 

were perfuadod, that with their mod ftrenuous ef- 
forts it would be impoflible for them long to pre- 
ferve their independence, and that they muft ei- 
ther iubmit to Philip, 01 tecorpe the Subjects of 
fome. other fovereign, poffefiedof power- (uffiuent 
to defend them. Having towards the conclufion 
of the y£ar one jhoufend five hun4red.aodeghty- 
four, deliberately maturely on the fubjedt, they 
hefitated for fome time between the king of France 
and the queen of England ; but they came at laft 
to fix their choice upon the former, partly becaufe 
they believed it would be eafier for Henry, than 
for Elizabeth, to fupport them ; and partly be- 
caufe, at Henry's death, his crown would devolve 
to the king of Navarre, in whofe hands they be- 
lieved that both their religion and liberty would be 
fecure. 

That the offer which they refolved to make 
to the French monarch would be readily accepted, 
they could not doubt, when they confidered that 
the principal reafon why he had formerly declined 
to eipoufe their caufe, was their refufiag to con- 
fent to his fucceflion, in the event of his brother's 
death. They could not but fuppofe that his am- 
bition would be highly flattered with the oppor- 
tunity of making fo great an addition to his here- 
ditary dominions; and they were not ignorant of 
the refentment which he bore towards the king of 
Spain, who, under the mafk of friendfhip, had 
long fomented the troubles of his kingdom. 

Henry was not infenfible to the force of thefe 
incentives. He gave the ambaffadors whom the 

States 
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States had fent to him on this occafion, the mod B o o * 
gracious reception ; aflbred them of his gratitude .l v *l * 



1585. 



gracious reception ; allured them or his grat 
for the truft and confidence tthich the States weie 
oleafed to repofe in him ; and bad him rely upon 
lim for' every mark of friendship in hi z p >wer to 
'xftow. But as their propoial was of loo milch 
importance to be haftily embraced, he defired they 
would deliver it in writing, that it might be fub- 
mitted to the reviial of his counfellors. 

Henry would not have thus delated giving state of 
them a decifive anfwer> if he had ben at Kbmy,^'™/ 11 
either to* purfue his own inclinations, or to con- 
fult the inteieft of France. Peace indeed had been 
eftablifhed between the inveterate factions, into 
which his kingdom was divided ; and the catholic 
league was apparently etftintt. But the caniesto 
which that pernicious confederacy owed its birth, 
fiill fubfifted ; and it required a much more dex- 
terous and fteady hand than that of Henry, to 
guide the reins of government in fuch a manner 
as to prevent the paflions of the parties from 
breaking out again with a^much violence as be- 
fore. Henry duke of Guife, fon of the celebrat- 
ed Francis, was fuperior to his* father in exterior 
accomplifhments, and not inferior to him either in 
military or political abilities. Like his father too, 
he was actuated with the mod inordinate ambi- 
tion ; and could not endure that infigrf'ficance, to 
which the king's aveifionto his bold afpiring 
character had reduced him. Enraged at being 
excluded from the government of the ftatc, while 
all the power which he and his adherents had 
formerly enjoyed was enjroiTcd by the minions 
of the king, he reiblved either to compel Henry 
to redrefs his giievanccs, or to deprive him of his 
crown. With the moft indefatigable induftrv he 
applied himfelf to the profecution to his defign. 
HisemifTaries were fpread every where -, the king- 
dom fwarmed with anonymous letters ; and the 
pulpit reibujided with the imminent danger to 

which 
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o k which the church was expofed. " For the king, 
. f^j it was foid, notwithftanding his pretenfions to 
S 8c. fanftity, had neither no religion at all, or was fe- 
cretly attached to that of the Hugonots ; for whom 
he had in his late treaty with them, difcovered the 
moft unjuftiliable partiality. This alone was fuf- 
ficient to roufe the indignation of every faithful 
fon of the church ; but there was ground for the 
moft alarming apprehenfions, when it was con- 
fidered, that the duke of Anjou being now dead, 
and the king without any hopes of ifTue, the crown 
muft (if the people did not exert themfelves with 
vigour to prevent it) be inherited by the king of 
Navarre, a relapfed heretic, and a determined 
enemy of their holy faith \" 

TheothcBc By thefe means the duke of Guife united more 
*"**• than one half of the kingdom in a fanatical, but 
firm confederacy, with which he hoped to con- 
troul, and in time to annihilate the authority of 
the king. In order to gain greater refoeft to this 
confederacy, he placed at the head ot it Charles, 
cardinal b of Bourbon, a zealous catholic, far ad- 
vanced injyears, and noted for the weaknefs of his 
underftanding. Guife intended this prelate for 
Henry's fucceflbr, in the event of the death or 
deposition of that prince ; and he expe&ed under 
him to engrofs the whole adminiftration, and to 
pave the way for his own acceffion to the throne. 

The kinjg of Spain was not an unconcerned 
fpedlator ofthefe tranfadtions, in a kingdom, to 
the affairs of which he had, for feveral years, 
given the moft particular attention. For, befides 
the deep concern, which, agreeably to his general 
fyftem of politics, he had ever taken in all the 
contefts between the catholics and proteftants in 
almoft every European ftate, he was greatly in- 

terefted 

• Memoires de la Hgue, torn. iii. 
*> Uncle to the king of Narana. 
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terefted to prevent the king of Navarre (whofe B 00 c 
dominions he held unjuftly) from afcending the^^-^j 
throne of France ; and there was no other means, 1 585. 
he knew, by which he could deter the French mo- 
narch from lending afliftance to the United Pro- 
vinces, but to furnifti him with employment at 
home. 

Moved by this laft confideration, he had given Hit vicwi. 
afliftance to the league, when it was firft formed 
by the fame factious leaders fome years before. 
He was now more determined than ever to fup- 
port it ; prompted partly by the motives that have 
been mentioned, and partly by this confideration, 
that by fomenting the difturbances in France, he 
would exhauft the ftrength of that mighty mo- 
narchy, and thereby either acquire pofleflion of it 
himfelf, or be at lead delivered from all dread of 
that power, which he believed to be the only one 
in Europe able to counteract hisdefigns. 

Having fome time before the prefent period h« tretty 1 
revived his negotiations with the duke of Guife, d^rfouifc 
and the other heads of the league, he gave orders 
to his commiflioners, Morreo, and Baptifta Tafli, 
to form an alliance with them, without delay. 
And it was accordingly concluded between the 
Spanilh envoys on the hand, and the dukes of 
Guife and Mayenne, and the fieur de Menneville, 
agent for the cardinal of Bourbon, on the other, 
at Joinville, on the 2d of February, onethoufand 
five hundred and eighty-five, upon the following 
conditions: 

" That in cafe the prefent king of France 
Ihould die without male-iflue, the cardinal of 
Bourbon fhould, as firft prince of the blood, be 
declared king; and all thofe perfons" excluded 
from the fucceffion, who were either heretics 
themielves or favourers of heretics. 

"That 
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Bu>o * .1 4 VThat the. cardinal of; Bourbon fhould,. in 
^^^ the event- of 1 Ws fwceeding to the crown, ratify 
, ^^jt^the-peace of Chateau-Cambrefis, between the 
'Courts 3 of, France and Spain. 

• € t .T Hia cr. he. ihould prohibit the exercife of eve- 
ry religion but the catholic, within his dominions. 

■• *VX»AT..he (houldireftore to. Philip all the 
d: places! which had been taken horn him by the Hu- 
r- gwptsviitndj aflift : him in .fubduing his rebellious 
m , iyl^<3fes kiithe .Netherlands. 

* ** Xh at ,.pp the other hand, Philip fhould con- 

* , tribute fifty thoufand crowns a month, ibr the fup- 

por{ pf. the confederacy, befides .affifting it with a 
\ .Sufficient number of trpops, tilllierefy fhould be 
, utterly extirpated. That he fliould take the car- 
" dinal of ,£ourbpn, the lords of the houfe of Guife, 
and all others who fhould accede to.the league, un- 
der his pretedtion; and that neither of the con- 
h .trading Mpartiep (hould r^ter, into any tf^aty with 
. ,thq king pf prance, without mutual confent." 

.Besides thefe conditions, which were commit- 

* ted to writing, and fubferibed, Philip engaged to 
, pay annually the fum of two hundred thoufand 

crowns to the duke of Guife, to be difpofed of by 
him as he lhould judge moft conducive for the in- 
tereft of the league,,. And it was agreed, that this 
' whole tranfadtion fhould be concealed, till a more 
coavenient feafon for divulging it. 

Henry, however, received intelligence of the 

cozjgrefs; and from former, experience it was eafy 

for him to conjedture the purpofe for which it had 

. been held. Soon after this, the embaffy iron* the 

. States *>f Holland arrived, and was received in 

. themanner above mentioned. Mendoza, theSpa- 

nifh refident, could not be ignorant of what had 

paffed at Joinville ; yet he complained to Henry 

. of his kind reception of the Dutch ambafladors, as 

being 
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being inconfiftent with the friendfhip which he Book 
owed to the catholic king. Henry replied to this « ^^ j 
complaint, with a degree of firmnefs and dignity, ,-g- 
which it had been happy for himfelf, and for his 
fubjedts, if he could have maintained uniformly 
in his condudt. 4t I do not, faid he, confider the 
people of the Netherlands as rebels, but as men 
whofe patience has been worn by oppreflion. Hu- 
manity and juftice incline me to take an intereft in 
the diftrefs of a neighbouring nation, once fubjedt 
to the crown of France. I have not however as 
yet refolved to concern myfelf in their affiairs. I 
am unwilling to violate that peace which fubfifts 
between your mailer and me ; although I know, 
that, on his part, it has been violated. My refo- 
lution will appear, when I (hall think fit to difclofe 
it. In the mean time I defire it may be remember- 
ed, that I (hall not be intimidated by the threats 
of the king of Spain; and that I am mafter of 
my conduct, and at liberty, without being anfwer- 
able to any other prince, to make either peace or 
war, as I incline." 

Among Henry's counfellors there were fome Henry her.- 
who exhorted him to embrace fo tempting an op-£££g f /£ c " 
portunity as the prefent, of advancing the glory proved 1*. 
of his crown. The perplexed fituation of his at- vereigmy. 
fairs, they faid, ought rather to determine him to 
enter into foreign war, than to deter him from en- 
gaging in it. It would prove the moft eflfedtual 
remedy for thofe noxious humours with which his 
kingdom was diftempered, by giving a new direc- 
tion to that reftlefs fpuit with which his fubjefts 
had long been attuated; and it would be found 
the fureft method of difappointing the defigns of 
the duke of Guife, by depriving him of the affift- 
ance of the catholic king, to whom it would fur- 
nifti fufficient employment in defence of his own 
dominions. 

Vol. II. P Such 




HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

Scjch was the reafoning of thofe who advifed 
Henry to accept of the fovereignty of the United 
Provinces. It was plaufibie, but not fubftantial 
or folid. * 4 For where," faid others of his coun- 
fellors, feconded by the queenr mother, "can troops 
bt found in France fufficient to carry on a war a- 
gainft an cn$my (b powerful as the king of Spain ? 
Upon fuch of (he catholics as are in league with 
that monarch, the king can have no reliance. On 
the contrary, they would unite with Philip againft 
their native foYttreign. To.compofe an army of 
fuch catholics as retain their fidelity, and to fend 
that army to the Netherlands, would be to aban- 
don the kingdom naked and defencelefs to the 
duke of Guile. And were the king to apply to 
the protectants for afliftancc, wh«at purpofe would 
that meafure ferve, but to excite an univerfal a- 
larm, and to determine all die catholics in the 
kingdom to accede to the league ? " 

He decline* * HfctfR y cquJd no* refill the fprpe of thefe argu- 
a«*pci a g il - ments. Finding himfelf therefore thus fettered by 
his famous fubje&s, he refolved, though with much 
reludtance, to decline the tempting offer which the 
States had made to him ; and having called their 
ambaffadors, he informed them that the unhappy 
fituation of his domeftic affairs rendered it im- 
poffible for him at prefent to accept of their offer, 
gr to undertake their protection; but that he 
would not fail to recommend their caufe to the 
queen of England in the warmeft manner c . 

Anxiety of Elizabeth had formerly approved of their 

En C ?ind C . n ° f ele(aion p f die duke °f Anjou, and had even con- 

ng " " tributed her endeavours to promote it. But (he 

dreaded the union of the provinces with France, 

as an event which would have raifed the maritime 

power of that kingdom to a fuperiority above her 

own, 

c lUidan. lib. iv. D'Avila, )fo vii. Van Mcteren, lib. xii. p. 376. 
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own, and therefore flie had regarded, with a jea- 
lous eye, their making a tender to Henry of their 
fovereignty. No iboner was (he informed of his 
refolution to decline accepting it, than her anxiety 
taking another direction, (he dreaded chat their 
defpair would induce them to throw themfelves on 
the mercy of their former fovereign, whofe fe- 
vereft vengeance, (he could not doubt, would be 
poured out upon her, as foon as his affairs in the 
Netherlands were compofed. 

In order to prevent this effeft of Henry's refu- TheSum 
fal, which was a more immediate object of her ^ r e ^hT 
dread, than any confequence that could Tiaveari- fovcieigmy. 
fen from his acceptance, (he fent an ambaflador to 
roufe their drooping ipirits, and to give them 
hopes of her protection. The States were encou- 
raged, by this mark of her attention, to form the 
refolution of making the fame offer of their fo- 
vereignty to her, which they had made to the king 
of France : and ambafladors were accordingly ap- 
pointed, and fent over to England in the month 
of July 1585. 

These ambafladors employed every argument 
which they could devife, to prevail upon Elizabeth 
to yield to their defire. After teftifying in the 
ftrongeft terms that gratitude with which the States 
were penetrated, on account of the favour which 
(he had already afforded them-, they reprefented, 
44 That they had now more occafion than ever for 
her friendfhip, and mull fink under the power of 
Philip, who poflefled fuch inexhauflible refuurces, 
if (he did not fpeedily interpofe in their behalf. But 
although the power of the confederacy was fmall, 
when compared with thofe mighty efforts which 
which were made by the king of Spain to enflavc 
it, it was not unworthy of the queen's attention 
and regard. Befides poflefling fome important 
towns in Brabant, Flanders, and Guelderland, 

P 2 they 
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they were ftill in poffeflion of Holland, Zealand, 
Utrecht, and Friefland, in which there were many 
flourifhing and well fortified cities, capacious har- 
bours, and navigable rivers, from which the queen's 
fubjedts would derive infinite advantage in the way 
of commerce; not to mention that, by the accef- 
fion of fo numerous a fleet as that of the United 
Provinces, her navy would be able to give law to 
all the maritime powers in Europe. They were 
far from fuppofing that intereft alone would de- 
termine the queen to regard their prefent applica- 
tion ; they had already experienced her generofity , 
and they now adrefled her as the fovereign of a 
powerful kingdom, who had (hewn that ihe was 
touched with their calamities. It was their earned 
defire at this time/ that (he would accept of the 
foveieignty of the provinces, upon the fame con- 
ditions on which their native princes had enjoyed 
it, and that (he would henceforth confider the 
people of the Netherlands as her faithful fubjedts., 
who would vie with thofe of her native kingdom 
in demonftrating their attachment to her perfon, 
and in advancing the glory of her reign." 

Elizabeth received this propofal with much 
complacency, and allured the ambafladors, that 
they fhould not return without carrying fuch an 
anfwer along with them ajs would entirely fatisfy 
the States; but before fhe could be more particular 
in her reply, ihe mult confider the affair with that 
attention which it deferved, and hear the opinions 
of her counfellors. 

sheddibc- The fame thing happened on this occafion in 
SbjJa? lhC the court of England, as in that of France feme 
months before. Elizabeth's miniflers were no lefs 
divided in their fentiments than thofe of Henry, 
and formed their judgments as courtiers are wont 
to do in matters of doubtful iffue, conformably 
either to the natural temper of their mind, or to 
the inclination of the prince. 

There 
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There were fome among them who thought, Book 
that both juftice and prudence lequired that Eliza- ^**L^j 
beth Ihould rejett the offer that had been made to I5 gr 
her; u for it was the common intereft of princes, 
they (aid, that fubje&s ihould be retained in their 
allegiance; and to encourage them in the violation 
of it, was in reality to undermine the foundations 
of their own authority. The queen had hitherto 
favoured the inhabitants of the Low Countries, 
not as a free and independent nation, but as a . 
people who were cruelly opprefled ; and her in- 
tention had not been to enable them to renounce 
their allegiance, but to induce their king to treat 
them with greater equity and moderation. In this 
purpofe they thought (he might ftill perfift. But 
to acknowledge the States for fovereigns, and to 
accept from their hands that fovereignty which 
belonged to another, would not only be a violation 
of that juftice which princes owe to one another, 
but might be attended with the moft dangerous 
confequences to her own repofe. The king of 
Spain would not reft fatisfied till he had retaliated 
fo great an injury. The ftate of Ireland, and 
even that of England, where there v/as fo great a 
number of catholics devoted to his fervice, would 
furnifti him with means of executing his defign. 
And from fomenting a fpirit of divifion among 
her fubjedts, he would foon pafs to an open inva- 
fion of her kingdom. With bis arms the fpiritual 
thunder of the Roman pontiff wo.ild co-operate, 
and in that cafe fuch a nnmber of enemies might 
be excited againft her, as would endanger the lia- 
bility of her throne." 

But others of Elizabeth's counfellors were of 
opinion, that fo inviting an opportunity as the 
prefent ought not to be neglected, and that the 
queen could not, with reaion, be accufed of in- 
justice for embracing it. The States, compelled 
by necefiity, had, ieveral years before the prefent 
period, atTumed the fove/eignty into their own 

hands, 
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hands, and fince that time they had conferred it 
r upon the duke of Anjou, whom the queen had 
virtually recognized for their lawful fovereign. 
The king of Spain had clearly forfeited his right 
to their obedience, by his violation of all the con- 
ditions on which that right was founded. "Not- 
withstanding this, he will no doubt be highly of- 
fended," continued they, " if the queen fhall 
think fit to liften to the prefent application. But 
can he be more an enemy to the queen, than he 
has already (hewn himfelf ? Has he not long en- 
deavoured to itir up her difaffetted fubjetts in Ire- 
land ? And in England, does he not purfue the 
fame hoftile and infidious defigns? Has he not 
warmly efpoufed the cauie of the queen of Scots? 
Does he not on every occafion (hew himfelf an 
implacable enemy to the Englifh name? And 
what is it that has fo long prevented him from de- 
claring open war, but that his revolted fubje&s in 
the Netherlands have hitherto afforded full em- 
ployment to all the forces which he could fpare 
from his ambitious enterprifes ? When he fhall 
have difengaged himfelf from his embarraffments 
in the Low Countries, can we doubt that he will 
turn his arms againft the queen ? It is the part of 
prudence to provide againft a diftant as well as a- 
gainft an immediate danger; and prudence and a 
regard to felf-prefervation require that the queen 
fhould to the utmoft of her power fupport the 
people of the United Provinces, becaufe in their 
preservation the peace and fecui ity of her own do- 
minions are involved. If (he rejed the application 
of the States, and either give them no affiftance, 
or fuch only as has hitherto been granted, they 
will foon be overpowered, and Philip will then be 
not only at greater leifure, but much more able 
fhan at prefent to execute his defigns. But if the 
queen accept of the advantageous offer that is 
made to her, and exert herfelf with vigour in de- 
fefige of this people, who defire to become her 

fubje&s, 
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fubje&s fhe will encounter her enemy at a diftance 
from home, ihe will be powerfully affifted by a 
brave and determined ally, and with her fleet 
a&ing in concert with that of the States, fhe will 
be able to maintain die tranquillity of her king- 
dom." 

Elizabeth readily perceived the force of this Eiixabeth 
reafoning : fhe believed that an open breach with "he pro'l^ 
Philip was unavoidable, and (he thought it more l » on <* *« 
eligible to begin hoftilities herfelf now, than to iktte8 " 
wait till her adverfary fhould be in a condition to 
execute his defigns againft her. She refolved how- 
ever to decline accepting the fovereignty which 
the States had offered her, either becaufe fhe ap- 
prehended that it would prove a greater burden 
than fhe was able to fupport, or becaufe (he was 
afraid of exciting the jeajoufy of the neighbouring 
powers. But while for thefe reafons fhe defired 
that the fupreme authority might ftill remain in 
the hands of the States, (he refolved to afford 
them her prote&ion ; and with this view, after 
having received particular information concerning 
their ftrength, and the number of troops necei- 
fary for carrying on the war, (he concluded a 
treaty with them, of which the principal articles 
were thofe which follow : " That the queen (hould 
furnifli the States with five thoufand toot and one 
thoufand horfe, to be commanded by a proteftant 
general of her appointment, and to be paid by her 
during the continuance of the war. That after 
the conclufion of the war the States (hould repay 
her expences, and that the towns of Brille and 
Flufhing, and the fort of Rammekins, (hould be 
immediately delivered to her, and fhould remain 
in her pofleflion till (he were fully reimburfed. 
That the commander of the forces, the governors 
of provinces and towns, and all the officers and 
foldiers, (hould take an oath of fidelity to the 
queen and the States. That in cafe it mould be 

found 
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Book found expedient to employ, a fleet in the common 
y^^m j caufe, the States fhould furnifh the fame number 
1585. of (hips as the queen, to be commanded by an 
Englifli admiral. That the commander in chief, 
and two Englifh minifters refiding in the Nether- 
lands, fhould be admitted into the affembly of the 
States. That none of the rights or privileges of 
the confederated provinces fhould be violated, and 
no change introduced in the eftablifhed religion 
or government. And laftly, That neither ot the 
- two contracting parties fhould, without mutual 
confent, make peace, or enter into alliance with 
the king of Spain*. 

Leiceftenp- This treaty was no fooner ratified, than Eliza- 
mindcrb" 1 " beth iflued orders for carrying it into execution. 
**>**• The earl of Leicefter (to whom this wife princefs 
had been long attached in a degree which far ex- 
ceeded his merit and fervices) was appointed ge- 
neral of the forces, and went over with them to 
Holland in the beginning of the year 1586, ac- 
companied by more than five hundred gentlemen, 
who intended to ferve under him as volunteers. 
Leicefter had neither courage, capacity, modera- 
tion, nor integrity, to qualify him for the arduous 
tafk that was afligned to him, but his defedts were 
concealed under the glare of fuperficial accom- 
plifhments ; with which, as he had long deceived 
the penetration of Elizabeth, he now impofed upon 
the people of the Netherlands, and excited in them 
the molt flattering and delufive hopes. From his 
firft arrival they regarded him as the reftorer of 
their fallen ftate, and profufely heaped upon him 
every mark of honour which their immoderate 
fondnefs could devife. Not fatisfied with receiv- 
ing him rather as a prince and a conqueror, who 
had already wrought their deliverance, than as the 
fubjedl of an ally by whom he had been fent to 
their alliftance, they confened upon him the of- 
fices 

d Bentivoglio, part ii. lib. v. Caiticlcn, ann. 1585. 
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fices of governor general of the confederacy/and Book 
commander in chief of all their forces by fea and r ™\ j 

Iand - 15*6. 

By this precipitate meafure, of which they had 
afterwards the greateft reafon to repent, they in- 
tended to gratify the queen, and if poffible to in- 
duce her to take a deeper intereft in their affairs. 
But they were exceedingly difappointed in their 
expectations ; (he was oftended at their artifice, 
and immediately difpatched her vice-chancellor e 
to complain of their condudt, as being calculated 
to make the world believe her infmcere in the de- 
claration which (he had publifhed, of intending 
only to aflift the provinces, and not to undertake 
the abfolute charge of their prote&ion. She de- 
fired that the States would recall that authority 
which they had conferred on Leicefter, and com- 
manded him to reft contented with the portion 
of power which (he had given him. But it is 
extremely doubtful whether Elizabeth was in 
reality as much incenfed on this occafion as (he 
appeared to be. She fooi\ difcovered an unwil- 
lingnefs to mortify her favourite's vanity and am- 
bition ; lent a favourable ear to the apology that 
was made to her by the States, and did not infift 
on a compliance with her requeft. Whatever 
washer motive for this condu&, Leicefter was 
inftalied in the government, and inverted with 
the moft ample powers ; after which he proceeded 
to make preparations for putting a flop to the 
progrefs of the Spanilh arms. 

The prince of Parma, on the other hand, was Operations 
no lefs attive in preparing for the further profe- °! p^£ r a iace 
cution of the war. After the acquifition of fo 
many important towns, he had conceived the 
moft fanguine expectations of being able foon to 

complete 

* Sir Thomas Hencage. 




218 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

complete th€ redudtion of the revolted provinces. 
, But by the interpofition of Elizabeth he perceived 
"i<86T h* s viitory fnatched from him, when he thought 
himfelf upon the point of reaping it, and was ex- 
ceedingly difappointed and chagrined. Finding 
himfelr however flill fuperior to his enemy in the 
field, he refolved to improve this advantage, and 
as foon as the feaibn would permit, to proceed 
with his wonted vigour, 

Tittfiegeof Yhr confederates had, notwithftanding their 
lofs of Maeftricht above related, been able to keep 
pofleflion of two confiderable towns on the Maele, 
Grave in Brabant, and Venlo in Guelderland. 
Farnefe was defirous to make himfelf mafter of 
thefe two places before he fhould turn his arms 
againft the northern provinces; and early in" the 
fpring he lent count Charles of Manfveldt to form 
the blockade of Grave. Manfveldt executed his 
commiifion with little oppofition, by cafting a 
bridge over the Maefe, and by building forts and 
redoubts not only on the dykes of the river, but 
on the land fide of the town, where he pitched his 
camp, and cut off all communication between the 
befieged and the country behind them. The 
town was defended by an Englifh garrifon, under 
the command of a young nobleman, baron de 
Hemeret, a native of Guelderland. Leicefter 
fenfible that the place was of the greateft impor- 
tance for preventing the enemy fiom advancing 
into the provinces of Guelderland and Utrecht, 
went himfelf as far as the city of Utrecht, and from 
thence fent count Hohenloe and colonel Norris 
with two thoufand five hundred foot, partly na- 
tives and partly Englifh, to the relief of the be- 
fieged. The natives arrived firft, and having 
taken one of the Spanifh forts on the banks of 
the Maefe, oppofite to Grave, they had begun to 
fortify themfelves upon the dyke, when Manf- 
veldt having received intelligence of their arrival, 

fent 
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fent three thoufand Spaniards over the bridge 
already mentioned. By thefe troops the confe- 
derates were compelled to abandon their fortifi- ^TcSfc" 
cations, and to retire along the dyke ; but Norris 
and the Englifh forces coming up to their aflift- 
ance, a bloody battle enfued. The Englifli, 
though long inured to peace, gave proof on this 
occasion of that ftrong military genius by which 
they have fo often diftinguimed themfelves in 
their wars upon the continent. They drove the 
veteran Spaniards before them with irrefiftible im- 
petuofity, killed feveral hundreds of them, be- 
fides feven captains, and a great number of infe- 
rior officers, and compelled them to continue their 
retreat till they reached their fortifications on the 
bridge. There they were fupported by frefli 
troops fent by Maniveldt from the camp. The 
battle was renewed, and both parties fought for 
fome time with the fame fury as before, till they 
were feparated by a violent dorm of wind and 
rain, which rendered all their efforts ineffe&ual. 
Through this accident the Spaniards ftill retained 
pofleflion of the bridge, but the rain which fell, 
furnifhed count Hohenloe with the means of re- 
lieving the befieged. The river being fwelled to 
an uncommon height, he broke down the dyke 
near Raveftein, which (lands on the fame fide with 
Grave, and having laid all the country between 
Raveftein and Grave under water, he conveyed 
to the befieged, ammunition, provifions, and a 
fupply of troops, acrofs the inundation. 

Th£ prince of Parma, alarmed with this fuccefs 
of the confederates, fet out for Grave with his 
main army ; and in a few days after his arrival 
before the place two batteries were planted, and 
a part of the wall was demoliftied. It might ftill 
however have been defended for a confiderable 
time ; and De Hemeret, the governor, gave the 
carl of Leicefter the ftrongeft aflurances that he 

would 
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would hold out to the laft. But his courage fail- 
ing, he began to talk of the neceflity of furrender- 
ing; and, although only two or three of his 
officers approved of his defign, while all the reft 
remonftrated againft it as cowardly and diftionour- 
able, he refolved to put it in execution; and 
upon the 7th of June, before the breach was prac- 
ticable, or the enemy had taken any meafures for 
an afTault, he fent to the prince of Parma a propo- 
fal to capitulate. The prince readily granted him 
the molt favourable conditions, and iuffered him 
and the garrifon to march out with their arms and 
baggage. But as De Hemeret was undeferving 
of this honour, he foon had reafon to repent of the 
infamous part into which his cowardice had betray- 
ed him. Both he and the officers who had con- 
curred with him, were condemned by a court 
martial to be beheaded. The fentence was ac- 
knowledged to be juft, yet De Hemeret's fate ex- 
cited great commiferation in his countrymen. He 
was too young, for the important truft which had 
been committed to him ; there was no reafon to 
fufpeft him of treachery or corruption, and he 
folicited in the moft earned manner to have his 
life fpared, and to be permitted to engage in fome 
perilous enterprize in which he might retrieve his 
honour. But Leicefter thinking it neceffary at 
this time, for the eftablifhment of military difci- 
pline, which had been greatly relaxed, to give an 
example of feverity, rejedled all the applications 
which were made in his behalf f . 

sifgeof Immediately after the furrender of Grave, 

Farnefe led his army, amounting to twenty thou- 
sand foot and three thoufand horfe, to beficge 
Venlo } and he made the greater hafte in his ex- 
pedition againft that place, the only one on the 
left fide of the Maefe which remained in the hands 
of the confederates, as he undeiftood that the 

garriion 
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rifon was weak, and that the celebrated Mar- 
Schench, who.comiponly refided in it, had, by 
cefter's orders, marched with the greateft part 
his troops to fecure the town of Gueldres. 
is man, a native of Guelderland, and a foldier 
fortune, is celebrated by all the co temporary 
orians, on account of his extraordinary valour, 
vity, and enterprize. Having firft attached 
ifelt to the Spanifh party in the Netherlands, he 
formed for that party feveral important fer- 
?s, but thinking himfelf difhonoured by a pre- 
:nce which the general bellowed on a Spanifh 
:er, he had delerted to the States. Schench 
(boner heard that the Spanifh army had begun 
fiege of Venlo, than he let out with a body of 
fe in order to throw himfelf into the place, 
ding it completely invefted on every fide, he 
.eked the befiegers in the middle of the night, 

having penetrated beyond the general's tent, 
:ontinued to advance till he had almoft reached 

of the gates of the town ; but he could not 
sr, by reafon of certain barricades which Far- 
: had raifed to prevent the fallies of the gar- 
n. Before he had time to demolifti thefe, the 
>le camp was up in arms, and obliged him to 
ndon his attempt. He fought his way back 
ugh the thickett of the enemy, and efcaped 
i the lofs of between forty and fifty men. 
made feveral other vigorous efforts for the re- 
of the befieged, but they were all rendered 
rtive by the forefight and vigilance of the 
ce of Parma, who repelled his attacks ; and, 
pite of the annoyance which he gave him from 
lout, kept up an inceflant fire upon the town, 
i great part of the wall was demolifhed. The 
arent nations of which the army confifted, were 
uting with each other for the honour of be- 
ling the aflault, when the befieged, dreading 
fatal confequences that might follow, fur- 
rendered 
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rendered the to>vn on nearly the fame conditions 
__, with thofe which had been granted to the citizens 
1586. °f Grave. The prince of rarma found it necef- 
fary to employ all his authority to prevent the 
foldiers, whom the capitulation difappointed of 
their prey, from offering violence to the inhabi- 
tants; and he gave a proof of his refpedt for 
Schench, by treating his wife and filler in the 
mod honourable manner, and furniftiing them 
with his own coach to carry them to whatever 
place they ftiould incline *. 

The fitge From Venlo, Farnefe went without delay and 
tto* n™7. * nve ft e d Nuys, which belongs to the bifhopric of 
* 'Cologn, but was at that time in the poffeffionof 
the States. 

Gebhert de Trufches, the archbilhop and 
elector of Cologn, having, about three years before 
the prefent period, abjured the catholic religion, 
and married, attempted ftill to retain his bifhop- 
ric and eledtoratc ; but his canons, fupported by 
the pope and emperor, excommunicated him; 
and having made war againft him, in which they 
were aflifted by the prince of Parma, they obliged 
him to take refuge in Holland, and eledted in his 
room Erneft, fon of the duke of Bavaria. The 
count de Meurs, one of his partizans, foon after 
recovered for him, by furprize, the town of Nuys, 
and obtained from the States a garrifon, with 
which he had been able not only to defend that 
town againft the force of Erneft, but to over-run 
the country, and do infinite mifchief to the ca- 
tholic inhabitants. Erneft, unable to reprefs their 
eruptions, had gone himfelf in difguife to the prince 
of Parma to folicit his afliftance, and it was in 
compliance with his requeft, that Farnefe, pod- 
poning the profecution of his defigns againft the 
northern provinces, engaged in his prefent enter- 
prize. 
t Meteren. Strada. 
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. He knew that Philip regarded no under- 
ig as foreign to his intereit, in which the fe- 
y of the catholic religion was concerned ; and 
readed that if the garrifon of Nuys was not 
iced in time, they might gather ftrength, and 
lade lbme of the neighbouring proteftant 
«s to efpoufe their caufe. Some hiftorians 
n, that he was like wife prompted by the 
pect of that glory which he would acquire, 
Id he conquer in a few weeks, as he expefted, 
vn which Charles the B jld duke of Burgundy 
in vain attempted to reduce with an army of 
thoufand men in the fpace of a year. 

r this expectation he was not difappointed. 
ough a misfortune which befell the garrifon in 
peribn of Cloet the governor, who, being dan- 
ufly wounded, was difabled from attending 
le operations of the defence, their refolution 
d; and in lefs than three weeks after the 
ce's arrival before the town, they began to 
: of a furrender. That he might fave time, 

deliver the town as entire as poffible to the 
:or, Farnefe agreed without any difficulty to 
xmiffice •, and he had begun to treat with the 
ities of the befieged, concerning the terms of 
tulation, when the Italian and Spanifh troops, 
o had been highly incenfed on account of his 
ng prevented them from plundering the inha- 
nts of Venlo) being tranfported with a fudden 
j, ran forward in contempt of his authority, 

aflaulted the town on different fides, while 
garrifon, who trufted to the armiftice, were 
their guard. Meeting with little refinance, 
r quickly fcaled the walls, fpread themfelves 
r the town, and butchered all who fell in their 
r , without diilindtion of age, fex, or condition. 
• was their barbarous cruelty faliated with the 
•id carnage which thejr committed. Their fury 
ig turned into maanefs, they fpurned the 
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Book thoughts of plunder, and fet fire to the town; and as 
) the wind was high, and moft of the houfes were 
built of wood, it was in a few hours confumed to 
aflies. Two churches only efcaped, in which a 
number of women and children had taken refuge; 
and it was with difficulty that the marquis del 
Guafto prevailed upon the favage foldiers to fpare 
the lives of thofe trembling, .miferable remains of 
the inhabitants \ 

Setter*. F* OM this difafttous fcene, Farnefe, now duke 
of Parma, by his father's death, directed his march 
towards Rhineberg ; another place in the electo- 
rate ofCologn, of which, on account of its im- 
portant fituation, the. States were extremely feli- 
citous to retain poffeflion. 

SKeariof *^ HE ear * °^ Leicefter mean while had been 
LekettJ. employed in drawing together all the forces which 
could be fpared from the garrifons of the towns 
and forts, and feemed determined not to fuffer 
any more of the campaign to pafs without ftrik- 
ing fome important ftroke, which might fatisfy 
the expeditions of the confederates. But as his 
army, which confifted only of feven thoufand foot 
and one thoufand four hundred horfe, was inferior 
in number to the enemy, he durft not hazard an 
engagement ; but refolved to attack fome place 
of importance in the poffeffion of the Spaniards, 
in order to induce the duke of Parma to relinquifh 
the fiege of Rhineberg. He directed his march 
towards Zutphen, and in order to facilitate his de- 
fign againft that place, firft attacked, and made 
himfelf mafter of the town of Doelburg; after 
which he fat down with his whole army before 
Zutphen, and began the fiege in form. 

If 
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If he had followed the counfel that was given Book 
him, to fecure certain pafles which led to the ^ J"^^ 
town, it muft unavoidably have fallen into his | S 86. 
hands ; as it was neither furnifhed with provifions, Hcbysn^ 
nor with military ftores. Of this the duke of Par- t0 ZutpSlc - 
ma had been particularly informed by Baptifto 
Talfi the governor ; and for this reafon, although 
he bad made progrefs in his operations againft 
Rhineberg, he immediately ralfed the fiege of that - 
place, and haftened with all his forces to the relief 
of Zutphen. As he was acquainted with the ex- 
tremity to which the befieged were reduced, he 
fent the Italian cavalry, under the marquis del 
.Guafto, before the reft of the army, with a tem- 
porary fupply ; and ordered $ numerous body of 
Spanifh infantry to advance with the utmotl ex- 
pedition. Through Leicefter's neglect to fortify 
the pafles, a part of this fupply was introduced 
into the towns without difficulty, in the night; 
and on the day following, del Guafto attempted 
to introduce the reft. On this occafion a fierce reri- 
counter happened between the Italian and'Englifh 
cavalry. At the firft onfet the Italians were com- 
pelled to retire ; but they foon returned to the 
charge. The adtion then became hot and obftinate, 
and the iflue remained for fome time doubtful. Del 
Guafto, feconded by feveral officers of diftinguifhed 
reputation, made every effort that could have been 
expected from the moft experienced command- 
er. But the Englifti, led on by colonel Norris ahd 
Sir Philip Sidney, proved a fecond time victorious, 
and drove the Italians before them till they reachqd 
the Spanifh infantry ; when the Englifli, being ig- 
norant whether the whole Spanifh army was at 
hand, thought it dangerous to advance. Of theD«thofsir 
Italians about one hundred and fifty were killed *Mf**"l 
and wounded, and of the Englifh thirty. But the 
latter paid dear for their victory, by their irrepa- 
rable lofs of the brave and accomplifhed Sir Philip 
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Sidney ; who is celebrated by his cotemporaries, 
_pas a perfcn of the mod confummate worth ; and 
1586. as he poffefled the favour of Elizabeth, muft, if it 
had been the will of heaven to prolong his life, 
have foon attained to the higheft dignities in her 
Jbi^dYo P ower to beftow. Soon after this rencounter, the 
rjfthe 10 duke of Parma arrived with his whole army in or- 
oXber ith ^ er °^ battle; and Leicefter, confcious of the in- 
feriority of his forces, drew them off from the 
fiege, and fuffered him to enter Zutphen without 
oppofition. Here the duke remained till he had vi- 
fited the fortifications, and laid in a fufficient 
quantity of ammunition and provifions ; after 
which he repaired the Rhine, and having put gar- 
rifons into his new conquefts, he fet out tor Bruf- 
fels. 

Leicefter His troops were no fooner diftributed into win- 
uk« i'omc ter-quarters, than Leicefter returned with his ar- 
Zutphen. r m y towards Zutphen. He did not however in- 
tend to enter fo late in the year upon the fiege of 
the town itfelf, but only to make himfelf mafter 
of three forts on the oppofite fide of the river, 
which put it in the power of the Spaniards to make 
frequent incurfions into the territory of Veluwe. 
In this attempt he fucceeded, and thereby depriv- 
ed the Spaniards for a time of what had been the 
principal advantage which they derived from the 
pofTeifion of Zutphen. After which, having ftati- 
oned a part of his troops in thefe forts, he return- 
ed to the Hague, where the States had been ap- 
pointed to convene. 

Lekefter's This aflembly had no great reafon to be fatis- 

imVrndcn a t nd & ed w5th their new governor's management of 
c«ndua. the war; and they were highly difcontented with 
his civil adminiftration. During the courfe of thofe 
military operations which have been related, he 
had treated them in many refpedts rather as a con- 
quered province, than a free ftate, to whofe affift- 
ance he had been fent by their friend and ally ; 

and 
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and had (hewn no lefs contempt of their funda- B 00 k 
mental laws, to which he knew they were un- K 
alterably attached, than to the conditions of their 
treaty with Elizabeth. Inftead of regulating his 
conduct by the advice of the States or council, as 
gratitude and prudence required, he appears to 
have conceived an early prejudice againft all thofe 
who had diftinguirtied themfelves in the fervice of 
their country, while he bellowed his favour on a 
fet of artful and defigning men, of fufpedted fi- 
delity, who were obfequious to his caprice. 

By their counfel, he laid fuch reftri&ions upon 
trade, that if the States had not interpofed with 
vigour, would have proved fatal to it ; and obliged 
many of thofe Flemifti merchants who had lately 
fettled in Holland and Zealand, to remove into fo- 
reign parts. By the fame advice, he tampered with 
the coin, and made fuch alterations in it as en- 
riched his minions or himfelf, whilft they impo- 
verished the provinces. 

Innovations were introduced without the 
confent of the States, in the manner of col- 
lecting the public money ; and after it was col- 
lected, inftead of putting it, as the conftitution 
required, into the hands 0? the treafurer chofen by 
the States, Leicefter ordered it to be delivered to 
a treafurer of his own appointment, who refufed 
to fatisfy the States as to the purpofes to which it 
was applied. Taxes were levied from the people, 
for paying not only all the foldiers in the garrifons, 
and all the country troops, but fufficient likewife 
^ for the payment of between fix and feven thou- 
' fand Germans ; yet the foldiers in the garrifons 
were fo ill paid, that the officers found it difficult 
to prevent a mutiny ; and two thoufand Germans 
who had enlifted under the count de Meurs, in 
hopes of' receiving a certain fum on their arrival 
in the Netherlands, being difappointed, through 
Qjl the 
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Book the governor's negligence, or the corruption of 
^*j* ^ fhpfe in whom he, confided, returned to Germany 
\7&>. without drawing their fwords, at a time when their 

affiftance was abfolutely neceflary to the fuccefs 

of the campaign. 

\$, the treaty between the States and Elizabeth 

it had been agreed, that when any vacancy fhould 

happen in the government of a town, fort, or 

province, the cpijimander in chief ft^ould fill it 

up with one of three perfohs pfefented to him by 

$ie States. * To this agreement Leicefter paid no 

Regard, but appointed perfons to governments of 

jgpeat importance, not only without their being 

jiamed by the States, but even when the States 

Vemonffjatecl againft his appointing them. Ro- 

jljind York, a Londoner, who had fome years 

.before been detected in treasonable pjadtices, of 

.whicfi they gav,e Leicefter timely inforn>ation, 

Was notwithstanding this intrufted with the charge 

of the principal fort near Zutpheri, which com* 

manded the country of Veluwe ; and WilBam 

Stanley, an Englifh catholic, who had been in the 

fervice of Spain, was made governor of Deventer, 

into which place Leicefter, in contradi&ion to the 

treaty with Elizabeth, had put a garrifon of twelve 

ihoufand foot and two hundred horfe, confiding 

moftly of Irifh papifts. 

Beside? thefe arid other inftances of impru- 
dent and arbitrary condutt, he difgufted the 
"Dutch tropps by appointing EnglilTi officers to 
command t^em. He compelled the people to fur- 
nifh him with carriages, and to ferve in his army 
as pioneers; and, in violation of what had ever 
, been efteepied a fundamental privilege of the in- 
habitants of the Netherlands, he obliged perfons, 
^pro^ec^ted by his tools, to leave the provinces in 
which" they refided, and to fubmit to their trial 

in 
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in other provinces, where their profecutors JiskJ *°5 K 
greater influence to procure their condemnation b . ^-^'^ 

Such a complication of defpotic meafures in 
the government of a people jealous of their liber- 
ty f appears repugnant, whatever were the go- 
vernor's motives, to the very loweft degree of 
prudence, of which we can jfuppofe him to have 
been poffeffed. It is not furprinng that he was 
fufpected of having formed a plan to fupprefs the . 
aflembly of the States, and to aflume an abfolute 
authority ; but if his prefumption could impofe 
upon him fo far as to make him believe, that fo 
vrtfe a princeis as Elizabeth would, from her par- 
tiality to him, and in open violation of he; en- 
gagements, fupport his ufurpation, yet his con- 
duct was extremely ill calculated to promote this 
perfidious defign. It difgufted ,all the better fort 
of thofe who had influence in the provinces, and 
ferved to diffufe an univerfal alarm, before he had 
taken meafures proper for fecuring fuccefs in his 
attempt. 

The. States however, fenfible of their prefent Thc S,J '" 
dependence upon Elizabeth, refolved to avoid an ren,ooIl,tu - 
open rupture with her favourite, and, notwith- 
ftanding what had pafled, they received him on 
his arrival at the Hague with every mark of re- 
fpeit. They delivered to him a modefi but firm 
remonftrance, and intreated him with much ear- 
neltnefs to redrefs their grievances. Leicefter 
could not juftify his condudt in any of the parti- 
culars that have been mentioned. He attempted, 
however, to make fome apology for it, and af- 
fured the deputies, though with little fmcerity, 
that for the future he fhould be careful to avoid 
giving them anyjuft ground of offence. He added, 
that at prefent he was under a neceffity of paf- 
fing over to England, on account of certain dif- 

turbances 

* Van Metercn, lib. xiii. Gro:iu3, lib. v. 
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turbances in that kingdom, which required his 
prefence. The States were extremely furprifed at 
this intimation, as they expedted that he would 
have proceeded immediately to reform the abufes 
of which they had complained ; but they were in 
fome meafure reconciled to his departure, by 
his agreeing to a propofal which they made to him, 
that till his return to the Low Countries, his au- 
thority as governor fhould be lodged in the coun- 
cil of date ; and he accordingly executed a public 
deed to this effedt on the twenty-fourth of No- 
vember, although it foon afterwards appeared that 
he had done it only to avoid the trouble of any 
further felicitation upon the fubjedt. He executed 
privately on the fame day another deed, in which 
he referved to himfelf an exclufive authority over 
all the governors of provinces, towns, and forts, 
and even deprived the council of (late of their 
wonted authority. This condudk, at once fo cow- 
ardly and infincere, alienated from him more 
than ever the afFedtions of the States,, and de- 
ftroyed entirely the confidence which they had 
repofed in him. It confirmed the opinion of thofe 
who believed that he afpired at the fovereignty, 
and filled the minds of perfons of all ranks with 
the moft alarming apprehenfions. 

TrVher of *^ HE States had, as mentioned above, remon- 
Roiwd York ftrated againft the truft committed to Roland 
6uni^ i!liam York and William Stanley. Thefe mengave foon a 
Une) ' fatal proof of the juftnefs of the fufpicions which 
had been entertained of their fidelity. In a few 
weeks after Leicefter's departure for England, 
they entered into a treacherous correfpondence 
with Baptifto Tafli, governor of Zutphen, and 
began to prepare their meafures for delivering to 
him the important fortrefles which had been in- 
truded to their care. The council of (late re- 
ceived intelligence of their perfidious defign ; but 
they had not power to hinder them from putting 

it 
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it in execution. In the beginning of February, Boo R 
both Deventer and the fort oppofite to Zutphen ^ ^l^ 
were given up to the Spaniards. York did not , 5 g 7# 
live long to enjoy the wages of his iniquity, and 
died in mifery, negledted and forgotten by thofe 
to whom he had facrificed his honour ; but Stan- 
ley, having perfuaded moll of his troops to enter 
into the fervice of Spain, and having uniformly 
profefled the catholic religion, (which Philip con- 
sidered as an atonement for the mod odious 
crimes) was permitted to retain the government 
of Deventer, together with the fame rank in the 
Spanifli, which he had enjoyed in the Englirti ar- 
my. This man, fprung from a refpe&able family 
in England, had been concerned in Babington's 
confpiracy in favour of the queen of Scots, and 
was probably betrayed, by die dread of a difco- 
very, into this unworthy condudt, which has in- 
volved his name in perpetual infamy. 

The news of thefe difafters fpread grief and 
confternation over the confederated provinces. 
They recalled the memory of the duke of Anjou's 
attempt on Antwerp, and excited great anxiety 
and dread, left the examples of York and Stanley 
fhould be imitated by the governors of other forts 
and towns. y 

The States participated of the diftrefs which Prudence 
the people felt on the prefent occafion. They ftill Jj^Tnhi 1 * 
however maintained their wonted fortitude, and sutes. 
without regard to Leicefter's refentment, refolved 
to provide, as well as their circumftances would 
allow, for the prefer vation of the commonwealth. 
In an affembly held at the Hague on the fixth of 
February, after afferting their own fupreme au- 
thority, they enadted, that during the ab- 
fence of the earl of Leicefter, prince Maurice 
fhould exercife the authority of governor, and that 
all officers in their fervice fhould take an oath of 

obedience 
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obedience to him, arid of fidelity to the States. To 
this refoliiti6ri, which was immediately publilhed 
fcnd <enf6rced 9 two declarations were fubjoined : 
the firfl, that the States did not thereby mean to 
abridge the authority Which they tod conferred 
ori the earl of Leicefter, but only to rdftore to tHe 
mferipr governors their legal rights arid powers; 
arid the fecond, that they highly difapproved of 
thofe general reflections which hid b£eri dtroWn 
out aga?rift the fenglrfli troops, dn acedtfnt bf tHe 
l&te tre&cficry of a lew individuals; for there wete 
Trad as well as. good men in every nation, and no- 
fliihj* could be'fn6re illiberal arid tinjuft than fucli 
uridiftingliiftiing reflations. 

They repre- Bu t while their conduct at hortte contained this 
RHeVanccsto mixture of firmnefs arid moderation, they gave 
Elizabeth, vent to their refentment in letters, which they ap- 
pointed fome of their number to carry to Eliza- 
beth and Leicefter ; in which, after making men- 
tion bf the triift and confidence tvhich they had 
placed in him, they entered into a full detail bf 
their grievances. 

Leicester Was highly offended with thefe let- 
ters, arid endeavoured tp perfuade Elizabeth, that 
they had been written by a party who were his 
enemies, while the generality were well affedted 
both to his peffon 'and government. There was 
indeed a numerous faction in the Netherlands un- 
der the direction 'of the clergy, whotn Leicefter 
had Attached to him by a ptindtilious attendance 
6h jpubfic woHhip, > and an affectation of zeal for 
'thereforriled religion. Thefe men riot only con- 
curred with his partisans ih England, in attempt- 
ing to difctedit the reprefentation of his coridutt, 
which the States tranfmitted to Elizabeth, but 
ftudied to controul the authority of the States at 
hbrrie, a'rid endeav6nred to infpire the queen with 
the moft -grouftdlefs prejudices againft prince 
Maurice and other popular leaders, through whofe 

influence 
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influence, they faid, the States had conceived a Bo oc 
difguft againft theEnglifti alliance, and were now . ^1^ 
no lefs alienated from the queen than from the 1$ g 7v 
earl of Leicefter. Elizabeth did not hearken im- 
plicitly either to the States or their accufers, but 
lent over to Holland lord Buckhurft, a nobleman {£<[ £"*; 
efteemed for his prudence and moderation, to en- the N«her« 
quire into the ground of that contradidtory inform- Und "' 
ation which (he had received, but chiefly with an 
intention to extinguifh, as foon as poflible, the 
fpirit of animofity and divifion to which the go- 
vernor's imprudence had given rife. Buckhurft 
foon difcovered the falfehood of thofe infinuations 
which Leicefter's partizans had propagated with 
regard to the defigns of prince Maurice and the 
dilaffettion of the States ; and he found no reafon 
to call in queftion any part of that remonftrance 
which had been fent to Elizabeth. He wifely de- 
clined entering into any difcuffion of the points 
of difference between the oppofite parties, ap- 
proved in general of the condudk of the States fince 
Leicefter's departure, exhorted them to bury in 
oblivion what had pafled, and reminded them of 
the mifchievous confequences with which the want 
of harmony muft be attended in the prefent cri- 
tical fituation of their affairs. 

These exhortations feemed to produce, infome Er JJjj5f t lh r , r 
meafure, the dcfired effedt ; the States appeared u?c*ftcr.° r 
fatisfied that Leicefter (hould (till retain the office 
of governor, and lord Buckhurft carried back to 
Elizabeth fuch a report of their difpofition, as 
was calculated to preferve that amity which had 
hitherto fubiifted between her and them ; but he 
fcrupled not to condemn the condutt of her favou- 
rite, and accufed him of being the caufe of all the 
difturbances which had happened. If anjr other 
' of Elizabeth's courtiers had been guilty of the 
fame indifcretions with the earl of Leicefter, it is 
not to be doubted that he would have felt the 
weight of her refentment. He had far exceeded 

the 
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the powers which (he had given him. By his 
mifconduft he had ftrengthened the hands of her 
mortal enemy, the king of Spain. And by his 
mifcondudt and arrogance together, he had almoit 
involved her in diffentions with an ally whom (he 
had undertaken to defend, and with whom it was 
of the higheft confequence to her intercft that (he 
fhould maintain a perfedt underftanding. Yet 
fuch was her partiality for this unworthy favourite, 
and fo great the influence which he poflefled, that 
he found means to turn her indignation from him- 
felf againft his accufer. Lord Buckhurft incurred 
her difpleafure, and was even put underarreft, as 
if &, and not Leicefter, had been guilty k . 

Famine and Nothing could be more agreeable to the duke 
^rtiknee in Q f p arma t \ l2LTl fafe diftradtions in the confedera- 

the loutnern . , r 

provinces, ted provinces ; but he was prevented from avail- 
ing himfelf of them, by the miferable condition to 
which the provinces under his command were re- 
duced by famine and peftilence. The country, 
as well as the towns, in the fouthern provinces, 
had of late fufFered a prodigious diminution of 
inhabitants. Great numbers had forfaken their 
habitations, partly on account of their religion, 
and partly of the ravages which had been commit- 
ted by the troops ; and only a few of thofe who 
remained, had either feed to fow, or horfes and 
cattle to cultivate their grounds. There had 
been almoft no crop raifed in the preceding year 
within the provinces, and the crops in the neigh- 
bouring countries had been worfe than ufual for 
feveral years. From Holland and Zealand the 
Flemings might have been abundantly fupplied, 
but the confederated States, befides prohibiting 

all 

k Meteren, lib. xiv. Bentivoglio, p. ii. lib. iv. Rekbaus, 
lib. vi. Camden, ann. 1587. 
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all communication with the fouthern provinces, 
had placed guard-fhips upon the coafts, and in 
the mouths of the rivers, to prevent them from 
receiving fupplies from foreign parts, in the hopes 
of weakening the Spanifh army, or of compelling 
the frontier towns to return into the confederacy. 
This cruel policy was not attended with either of 
thefe efforts. The duke of Parma brought pro- 
vifions for his army from France, Germany, and 
England, at an immenfe expence, and he gave 
particular attention to the fupplying of thofe 
towns which lay neareit to the United Pro- 
vinces. 

Those dreadful calamities which are the ordi- 
nary concomitants of famine, were felt chiefly in 
the interior parts, where great multitudes died of 
want, and of thofe peftilential difeafes which want 
and unwholefome nourifhment produced. In Ant- 
werp, Bruflels, and other places, many perfons of 
the better ranks in life, after felling their furniture 
and other effedts to purchafe food, were reduced 
to beg openly in the ftreets. In Brabant and 
Flanders feveral villages were entirely deferted : 
and the cotemporary hiftorians add, that from 
the folitude and defolation of fome parts of the 
country, wolves and other wild beafts were fo 
much multiplied, that befides many perfons who 
periihed in other places, upwards of a hundred 
were devoured by thofe furious animals, within 
two miles of Ghent, in a country formerly one of 
the beft cultivated and mod populous in the Ne- 
therlands. 

Such was the ftateof the fouthern provinces, Prrfperity 
which are by nature the richeft, though governed ^p h r e w ^ 
by the duke of Parma with fuperior abilities. On 
the other hand, the maritime provinces were torn 
by factions, and governed by one who poffeffed 
neither moderation, prudence, nor capacity ; yet 

the 
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P oj) x the inhabitants were not only entirely free fronj 
,thofe calamities with which their qeighjbloufis w.exe 
opprefled, but were richly furgijbed with ail the 
jaeceflaries of life, and daily increased in numbers. 
Every houfe was occupied, new ftreets and pew 
towns were built, and individuals grew ricfter 
every day, notwithftandijqg the perpetual bujdep 
of an expensive war. For tbefe adv^atages Jthe 
Dutch were indebted chiefly to their commence, 
which had long been coufiderable, but. was of late 
confiderably augmented by the multitude ,of ma- 
nufacturers and merchants who flocked into Hol- 
land and Zealand, when Brabant and Flanders 
were broken off from the confederacy. The ca- 
lamities of the latter provinces contributed .ft ill 
more to increafe the migration of people into the 
former, till they became the feat of the greateft 
.part of that wealth and induftry, which forages 
pad had diflingujfhed the Netherlands above the 
reft of Europe \ 

In this condition of the United Provinces, it may 
^appear furprifing, that during the fpace of eight 
months no attempt was made by the confederates 
to recover any of the towns which had been. taken 
from them; but divifion here, and the want of 
capacity and vigour in the perfon intruded with 
the reins of government, were attended with 
fome of the fame effedts as were produced by the 
famine and peflilence in the other provinces. Nei- 
ther prince Maurice nor. the States had . pawer at 
this time to enforce obedience to their commands, 
except in the provinces of Holland and Zealand. 
In the reft, the partizans of Leicelter difputed, 
and counteradted their authority ; and thus, the 
duke of Parma, notwithftanding thofe unfpeak- 
able calamities in which the provinces under his 
government were involved, was fooner ready 

than 

1 Van Meteren, lib. iv. p. 434. Thuanus, lib. lxxxviii. p. 9. 
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the cbnfedetiles to refiune the operations of B o o k 

;TfeND and Sluys were the only towns of inv- Thereof 
mce in Flanders Which had not fubmitted to siuys. 
rms. He now refolved to attack the latter 
iefe places ; arid, in order to conceal his de- 

tie fent Hautepeine and the marquis del 
fto, with a body of troops, towards the Ve- 
, as if he had intended to make his principal 
:k in that quarter. This artifice had the effe& 
h he defired. Prince Maurice and count Ho- 
se were immediately lent to the Veluwe with 
ifrtiy of the States ; and in the mean time the 
1 turned fuddenly towards Sluj s. This place, Beginning of 
;h lies at a little diftance from the coaft, com- Junc " 
licates with the fea by a fpacious canal, capa- 
sf receiving the largeft fhips. By this canal, 
:h feparates Sluys from the ifle of Cadfand, 
town is rendered inacceffible by land on the 
: and north ; and all the ground on the eaft 
\ broken and interfered, by an infinite num- 
of ftnalier canals derived from the larger, that 
> impradticable to approach the place except 
a neck of land on the fouth, leading towards 
time and Bruges. Sluys lies at the diftance of 
rly five miles from Oftend on the fouth, and 
n Fluftiing on the north ; from the former of 
ch it might receive afliftance by land, and from 

latter by fea. It was therefore the duke of 
ma's firft objett to intercept the communica- 
1 of the beheged with thefe two places, and 
this purpofe he began with attacking the fort 
Blackenoerg, which ftands half * ay between 
ys and Oftend. As the garrifon were utterly 
Drepared for refiftance againft fo vigorous an 
ick, he foon compelled them to furrender •, im- 
diately after which, he proceeded with, a part, 
lis forces to the ifle of Cadfand. At that place, 
cr erctting a fort on the banks of the great 

canal, 
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Book canal, nearer the fea than Sluys, he had recourfe to 

y ^t^j the fame expedient which he had employed fo 

1587. fuccefsfully at Antwerp, and blocked up the canal 

by a bridge of (hips ftrongly bound together, and 

well funimed with troops and artillery. 

Having thus cut off the only channels of com- 
munication by which the friends of the befieged 
could relieve them, he began to make his ap- 
proaches to the place itfelf on that fide which looks 
towards Bruges, on which alone it was acceflible. 
Even there the ground was fo wet, as to increafc 
exceedingly the labour of working the trenches; 
and the befieged had, in order to keep the enemy 
at a diftance, raifed a ftrong redoubt beyond the 
ditch. The garrifon confifted of about one thou- 
fand fix hundred men, partly Englifli and partly 
Dutch, commanded by colonel Groenvelt, one of 
the braved officers in the fervice of the States. In 
the beginning of the fiege they made feveral vi- 
gorous fallies, in which they gave the moil Alin- 
ing proofs of intrepidity. But finding that, al- 
though in thefe fallies they did great execution 
among the enemy, their own numbers fuffered 
confiderable diminution, Groenvelt refolved to 
reftrain them for the future from advancing be- 
yond the redoubt. This redoubt they defended 
for fome time with great bravery, and frequently 
repulfed the aflailants ; but they were obliged at 
laft to yield to fuperior numbers, and to retire 
within the town. 

In carrying forward the trenches, Farnefe en- 
countered difficulties from the foftnefs of the 
ground, and the inceflant fire of the befieged, that 
were almoft infurmountable. Many of his troops 
were killed, and the marqnis of Renti, La Motte, 
and feveral others of his principal officers were 
f dangeroufly wounded. 

In 
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After Leicefter's unfuccefsful attempt tt 
raife the fiege of Sluys, he tranfported his troops 
to Brabant, and made another equally inglorious 
attempt to reduce the town and diftridl of Hoog- 
ftraten. This was the laft military enterprife 
which he undertook in the Netherlands, immedi- 
ately after which he fet out for Dort, whither the 
States had fent fome of their number to wait his 
arrival. 

i!l fi t vS €,of ^ HIS aflcmhly was now more di(gufted than 
1 "' ever with his condudt They long had reafon to 
fufpedt, and they had lately received certain in- 
telligence, that he had formed a defign to deprive 
them of their authority. A letter of his, writ from 
England to one of his fecretaries, had been inter- 
cepted, in which, after mentioning his intended 
return to the Low Countries, he exprefled, in 
ftrong terms, his difcontent with the limited power 
which he had hitherto enjoyed as governor ; fent 
inftru&ions to be communicated -to thofe who 
were privy to his defigns ; and infmuated, that 
if he could not obtain a more extenfive authority, 
it was the queen's refolution, and his own, to 
abandon the provinces altogether, and to leave 
them to their fate. 

The states The States, alarmed with this intelligence, re- 
titrmed. f ] ve d lo ffanfi upori t h e j r guard againu his ma- 
chinations. Being ftill however unwilling, from 
their dread of Elizabeth's difpleafure, to come to 
an open rupture with him, they took no notice of 
this letter, but exhorted him to rejedt fuch malig- 
nant counfels as might be offered by ill defigning 
men, who, in order to promote their own felfilh 
views, wifhed to fow the feeds of animofity and 
difTention. From this exhortation, Leicefterea- 
fily perceived that the States had come to the 
knowledge of his defigns. With great difingenu- 
ity he accufed them of having violated their 
faith, by abridging that authority which they 

had 
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had intreated him to accept * and he threw the Book 
blame of all the misfortunes which had befallen J?^ 
die confederacy 9 partly on the States, and partly 8 
on prince Maurice and count Hohenloe. The 
States, he (aid, had negledted to furnifh him 
with the neccflary fupphes ; and Maurice and 
Hohenloe had, on different pretences, refufed to 
co-operate with him in his military enterprifes. 
Of a writing which contained thefe and fome 
other groundlefs accufations, copies were fent by 
his partizans into different parts of the provinces. 
The parties accufed publifhed a vindication of 
their conduct ; and it is impoflible, from what is 
preferved of this altercation, to confider what 
Leicefter advanced, in any other light, but as the 
mean attempt of a perfon, equally weak and dis- 
ingenuous, to blacken the characters of others, in 
order to conceal the cowardice and imprudence 
of which he himfelf was confcious. Such was the 
judgment formed of it by the impartial world, and 
by mod of the inhabitants of the Netherlands. 
But there was ftill a numerous party who efpouf- 
ed Leicefter's defence, and promoted the execu- 
tion of his defigns. The clergy were ftill as much 
attached to him as ever, and fpared no pains to 
bring the people to a compliance with his will. 
Having with this view called a fynod or aflembly, 
they appointed four of their number to prefent an 
addrefs to the States, in which, befiides exhorting 
them to attend to the true intereftof the country, 
and the advancement of religion, they advifed 
them to maintain concord with the queen of Eng- 
land, and the earl of Leicefter. 

To this addrefs, the States made fuch a reply The offid- 
as the officioufnefs of thofe in whofe name it was «"J** ** 
prefented, feems to have deferved. " They had **' 
not been inattentive (they faid) to thofe important 
objedts which the fynod had recommended to their 
attention ; and they could not be more folicitous 
1 i 2 than 
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than they had always been, to preferve inviolate 
thofe engagements into which they had entered 
with the queen of England and the earl of Lei- 
cefter ; but in their turn they muft exhort the 
minifters to be on their guard agairift admitting 
among them perfons, who under the cloak of re- 
ligion, made it their bufinefs to calumniate the 
civil magiftrates. By perfons fuch as thefe, who 
affedted great zeal for religion, the church had 
been ruined in the fouthern provinces ; and its 
ruin in the United Provinces would foon be ac- 
complished, if an end were not fpeedily put to the 
practices of fuch defigning men. They conclud- 
ed with exhorting the minifters to take warning 
from the fate of their brethren in Brabant and 
Flanders ; and to remember, that the only way 
in which they ought to interfere in public affairs, 
was to favour thofe to whom the adminiftration 
was committed, with the affiftance of their prayers." 

dfi C M«re a Neither this wholefome counfel, nor any 
fruftratcd. other meafure which the States employed to en- 
lighten and alarm their countrymen, produced for 
fome time the defired effedt. Leicefter (till con- 
tinued to carry on his intrigues in different pla- 
ces, and went from town to town, putting in 
praftice every low art by which he might increafe 
the number of his partizans. In Friefland, North 
Holland, and even in Dort and Ley den, there 
were many who efpoufed his caufe, and (hewed 
themfelves dcfirous to inveft him with authority 
to controul the aflembly of the States, notwith- 
ftanding the many ftriking proofs which he had 
given both of tyranny and folly. In Leyden a 
plot was laid for putting him in pofleffion of that 
important city ; but the confpirators were detect- 
ed, condemned, and executed. And by the vi- 
gilance of the States, feconded by prince Maurice 
and William de Na(Tau> governor of Friefland, 
his defigns in other places were rendered equally 

ineffectual. 
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lual. Having come at hft to perceive thit Book 
5 not equal to the attempt upon which he XX- m 
itered, be grew tired of his fitnatkn, and in X ~*T? 
rath of December pafled ever to Eng'asd, * 5 '" 
, not long after his arrival, Elizabeth, either 
iconvi&ion of his incapacity, or from the 
of keeping him for the future near her per- 
quired him to refign his government of the H ere r g w 
ces; which he accordingly did, on the 2~th ^ &•»* 
member one thoufand five hundred and eigh- mecJ * 



e flame however which he had kindled was 
foon extinguilhed. In fome towns, the 
>ns, infbgated by him or his emiffaries, o- 
defpifed the authority of the dates. Againft 
xrifon of Medemblinc, they were obliged 
iploy force ; and in order to engage other 
>ns to yield obedience to their commands, 
ad recourfe to the interpofition of Elizabeth, 
;h whofe good offices internal tranquillity 
t length reftored. 

» Meteren, p. 455 
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BOOK XXI. 

PART I. 

ELIZABETH was the more felicitous to heal Rook 
the divifions in the United Provinces, as (he XXI. 
apprehended that (he would (bon have occafion for v --v— ' 
all theafliftance which her allies could afford her. pj,* 8 £ d i. 
All Europe had refounded for fome time with the <•«« • the 
noife of the preparations) which Philip was making, ^JfiU 
with a view to fome important enterprife. He 
had been employed for feveral months in building 
(hips of an extraordinary (ize, and in colledling 
ftores for their equipment ; while the duke of Par- 
ma had made fuch numerous levies in Germany, 
Italy, and the Netherlands, as (hewed that he in- 
tended to take the field againft the next campaign, 
with a much more powerful army than any which 
be had hitherto commanded. 

Almost ever fince the beginning of Philip's HumotWi. 
reign, a great proportion of his troops had been 
occupied, either in war with the Corfatrs and 
Turks, in the reduction of the Morefcocs, or in 

the 
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the conqueft of Portugal. He had never fuBy 
exerted his ftrength againft his revolted fubjefls 
in the Netherlands. Nor had he found leifurt to I 
take vengeance upon Elizabeth, for the fupport 
which (he had given them, and the infults which 
he had received from her in America, where fc- 
veral of his colonies had been plundered by her 
fleet *. To thefe objedts he now thought that his 
honour as well as his intereft required that he 
ftould apply his principal attention. As he did 
not doubt that, with a much fmaller force than he 
intended to employ, he fhould be able to compel 
the people m the Netherlands to return to their at 
legiance, he had begun his preparations, chiefly 
with an intention to invade England, and he 
afpired to the entire fubje&ion of that kingdom. 
But he hefit;ited for fome time as to the manner in 
which he fhould proceed ; and held frequent 
meetings of his council to aflift him in deciding, 
whether it was moft expedient to begin with -the 
invafion of England, or with the conqueft of 
- the United Provinces. Idiaquez, one of his prin- 
cipal officers of ftate, advifed him to abandon 
altogether the former of thefe defigns. 

specehof c< The fituation of England (faid that pru- 
idiaquex. ^ ent ft a tefman), which is furrounded on every 
fide with a tempeftuous ocean, and has few har* 
bours upon its^coafts; the numerous forces which 
defend it ; the genius of the people, and the na- 
ture of their government, concur in making me 
believe that it will be found almpft impoffible to 
fucceed in an attempt to conquer it. 

" The Englifli navy is alone equal to that of 
any other nation ; and when joined to the (hips 
belonging to the revolted provinces, muft prove 

., an 

* By Sir Francis Drake, anno 1585. 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 249 

overmatch for any fleet that can be Cent from E S3 t K 
tin. And even allowing that the king's forces % ^ m>r ^ 
Mild effectuate a defcent, yet what ground is 1587. 
are to hope that they will be able either to fubdue 
great a nation, or to maintain, for any con fide ra- 
; time, fuch conquefts as may be made ? In 
ler to accompKfh the mod ordinary conquefts, 
ne favourable difpofnion in the people towards 
1 conquerors is neceffary ; and in order to pre- 
ve them, there is need for a continual fupply 

troops. From no part of the Englifti nation, 
5 the king any reafon to hope for afliftance in 
5 intended enterprife. In the beginning of his 
gn, he had experience of the ftrong abhor- 
ice which thefe iflanders entertain of a foreign 
ke. And he knows how difficult it muft be to 
ep up a numerous army in England, befides all 
• other armies which are neceflary for rtie de- 
ice of his hereditary, and his lately acquired do- 
inions. If England fhould prove equally perni- 
>ua to Spain, as Flanders has done, would 
ere not be reafon to dread the confequences ? 
ren the confequences of fuccefs may prove fa- 
1 ; how much more thofe which may anfe from 
disappointment, by which Elizabeth, being ck- 
rcred from her apprehenfions of danger at homr, 
ould be at greater leifure than ever to fiipport 
le provinces in their rebellion ; and by joi niric; 
er maritime force with theirs, do ir.fir.jre r.if- 
hief to the Spanifh dominions, both \u Europe 
nd America. In my opinion therefore, v will 
e better to fufpend the defign of hvadir.£ h:.'^- 
ind, and to employ both the fleet and arrrj/ »n 
he reduction of the Netherlands. Th* r^sh 
rill not long refift fo great a force ; xxA v»h'.-i 
bey are fubdued, the kir.g, having fewr +aj.::.*z 
:> contend with, will be nrich nv>r* ab>. \t/*.\ *s 
refent to chaftife the queer, of Er-gJar/i." 

Tut 
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THBduke of Parma, whom Philip confultcd 
( on this occafion, was of the fame opinion as Idia- 
quez ; and added, That before the king could 
enter upon the Englifh expedition with a proba- 
bility of fuccefs, it was neceflary to acquire pof- 
feffion of fome of the mod considerable fea ports 
in Zealand, for the accommodation of his fleet. 
f 
Kejeaedby Philip was not naturally either bold or rath: 
phil,p ' yet he refufed to liften to thefe prudent counfcls. 
Blinded by the fplendid fuccefs of his arms in the 
conqueft of Portugal, he thought it impoffible 
that Elizabeth could withftand the powerful ar- 
mament which he intended to employ againft her. 
And if England were fubdued, the redudbn of 
his revolted fubje&s would quickly follow, .as they 
would then be deprived of the only foreign aid, 
by which they had been hitherto enabled to perfift 
in their rebellion. Nor would the conqueft 
of the former, he thought, be either fo tedi- 
ous or fo difficult as that of the latter ; becaufe 
England was every where an open country, and 
the Englifh, trufting to their infular fituation, had 
negledted to provide any fortified towns to retard 
the progrefs of an enemy. A fingle battle by fea, 
and another by land, would decide the conteft ; 
and as the fleet which he was preparing was 
greatly fuperior to any which Elizabeth could 
equip, fo he could not fuppofe that her 
land-forces, undifciplined, and unaccuftomed to 
war, would be able to refill his veteran troops, 
which had been long enured to viftory, and were 
commanded by the greateft general and the 
braveft officers in the world. 

sutcofEu- He was not ignorant how much reafon the 

fope * other European powers had to be jealous of his de- 

fign ; but he confidered, that happily they were 

at prefent either not inclined, or npt in a capacity 

to 
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to prevent him from carrying it into execution. Book 
The emperor of Germany was his friend and ally. XXI. 
The attention of the northern potentates was v- "*gZ* J 
wholly engrofled with the internal adminiftration ,s '" 
of their dominions. And the French monarch, 
who was more deeply interefted than any other in 
oppofing him, could with difficulty fupport him. 
felt upon die throne againft his rebellious fubjefts. 

But there was nothing which contributed more 
to confirm him in his purpofe,than the approbation 
which it received from the pope b ; who, although it 
has been aflerted that no perfon entertained a higher 
admiration of the character of Elizabeth, confidered 
her as the moft formidable enemy that the church 
had ever feen upon a throne. She had not indeed, 
on any occafion, treated her catholic fubjedts with 
that inhuman cruelty, of which Philip had fet her 
an example in his treatment of the proteftants ; 
but (he had (hewn herfelf intent on extirpating the 
catholic religion from every country in Europe, 
to which her power and influence could reach. 
For almoft thirty years (he had been the chief 
fupport of die proteftants in Germany, the Ne- 
therlands, and France. She had entirely abolifh- 
ed the popifh faith in Scotland, as well as in her 
own dominions •, and not fatisfied with depriving 
the unfortunate Mary of her liberty, (he had 
lately after the farce of a folemn trial, ordered 
that princefs to be condemned as a traitor, and to 
fiiffer death. This a&ion, for which Elizabeth 
was fevereJy cenfured by proteftants as well at 
papifts, excited in the violent mind of the pon- 
tiff, the higheft degree of rage and indignati- 
on. With thefe paffions his intereft concurred ; 
and the hope of feeing England, which had 

formerly 

> Sixtiii V. 
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Bo °t* formerly been the moft precious jewel of the tri- 
XXI ' pie crown, brought back to its ancient obedience 



1587. to the Holy See. He approved highly therefore 
of Philip's intended enterprise, exhorted him to 
perfevere in his defign, and gave him affiirances 
that he would befriend him in the execution of it 
to the utmoft of his power. Next to an infatiaWc 
third after dominion, it had ever been Philip's 
principal ambition to be confidered as the guar- 
dian of the church -, and his vanity was not a little 
flattered at this time with having the fbvereign 
pontiff for his aflbciate c . 

Artifice of He proceeded therefore with much alacrity in 
phii.p to dc completing his preparations. 3ut although he re- 
bcth! Eh ""folved to (pare no exjxnceor pains to fecure ftc- 
cefs ; yet, that he might find Elizabeth unpre- 
pared, he concealed with care the purppfe for 
which his armament was interred. A p?(rt-Qf his 
fleet, he (aid, was to coroperate with his land-far* 
ces in the redu&ion of Holland, and the reft to be 
employed in the defence of* his dominions in Ame- 
rica. 

Elizabeth had too much penetration to be 
fo eafily deceived by the artifices of a prince, with 
whnfc duplicity (he was fo thoroughly acquainted; 
and in the fpring of the year 1587, (he fent Sir 
Francis Drake with a fleet to the coaft of Spain to 
interrupt his preparations. By this gallant fearnan, 
the Spanilh Ships of war which had been fent to 
oppofe him were difperfed, and near a hundred 
veflels filled with naval (lores and provifions, be- 
fides two large galleons, were deftroyed in the 
harbour of Cadiz. Drake then fet (ail for the 
Azores, where he took a rich carrac in her way 
from the Eaft Indies, and afterwards returned to 
England loaden with fpoils, having by this bold 
and fortunate adventure rendered it impoflible 

for 

c Bentivoglio, part ii. lib. iv. See a very different account 
in Gregorio Leti's Life of Sixtus, lib. rii. 
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for Philip to execute his enterprize againft Eng- Book. 
land till the following year. Ji^L, 

Notwithstanding thefe hoftilities, Philip p^f,?;,. 
ftillaffetted to defire that all the grounds of dif- station for 
ference between him and Elizabeth might be re- petLC - 
moved, and gave orders to the duke of Parma to 
propofe a negociation for peace. It is not proba- 
ble that the queen was deceived by this, any 
more than by his former artifice. She refolved 
however to appear to be caught in the fnare : (he 
pretended to believe his declaration with regard 
to the deftination of his fleet, and to liften to his 
propofal of negociating an agreement. She readily 
accepted of the mediation of the king of Den- 
mark; and that her conduft might have the 
greater appearance of fincerity, (he urged the 
States to tend ambafladors to Bourbourg, the place 
appointed for the conferences, and ordered her 
envoy to itprefent to them the expediency of 
putting a period to the war. 

The States were much alarmed with her pro- 
pofal, and fufpedted that, in order to avert the 
ftorm which threatened her, (he had refolved to 
facrifice the confederacy, and to deliver up to 
Philip the Dutch towns in her pofleffion. She 
found it neceflary to remove their apprehenfions 
on this bead, by declaring, that as (he had not 
the remoteft thoughts of forfaking them, fo (he 
would never confem to any terms of peace incon- 
fiftcnt with their fecurity. 

She could not however perfuade them to fend 
ambafladors to the congrefs. u They were deep- 
ly (enfible, they inlormcd her, of the weight of 
tbofe confiderations which her ambatiador had 
urged to induce thr.m to think of peace. They 
lamented that fpirit of difcord which had feized 
on fome towns of the confederacy ,and they heard, 
with great anxiety, of thofe mighty fleets and 

armies 
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B yy°i * armics wh ^ * c king of Spain was preparing for 
XXL their deftruftion. But their fituation, though bad 

*~^£? in f° mc refpedts, was far from being dcfperate; 
they were (till in poffeffion of more than fixty 
towns and forts, each of which could make a vigo- 
rous refiftance againft the enemy. In the two yean 
during which the earl of Leicester had governed 
them, eight millions of guilders had been raifed 
for the public fervice, and under a prudent admi- 
niftration they would be able not only to con- 
tinue to afford the fame expence, but even to 
augment it. But although their fituation were in 
reality as ill as fome had reprefented, it could not 
ferve any good purpofe to treat of peace with die 
king of Spain, who was unalterably determined 
never to grant them peace on fuch conditions as 
either their intereft or their confeiences would per- 
mit them to accept. And from paft experience 
they were perfuaded, that their fending ambafla- 
dors to the congrefs would be attended with the 
mod pernicious coniequences. It would create 
in many perfons fuch defpair with regard to the 
liability of the prefent government, as would de- 
termine fome to change their religion, and others 
to leave the Netherlands. It would raife the fpirits 
of the catholics, and induce boih them and the 
proteftants to withhold their (hare of the public 
expencesi the former, from the view of forward- 
ing the peace, and the latter, from that of retiring 
into foreign parts. Thus, both the fleet and the 
army being ill paid, would become refractory, 
the commanders of towns and (hips would provide 
for their future fecurity, by entering into featt 
pradtices with the enemy ; and in the midft of 
that fedition, confufion, and treachery that would 
cnlue, it would not be in the power of the States, 
or of the queen, to prevent the people from ac- 
cepting whatever terms of peace the king of 
Spain fhould think fit to impofe. 

Ik 
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In thefe reafons Elizabeth found it neccflary to Boot 
icquiefce* but (he perfifted in the refolution ***• 
which (he had formed with regard to her own ^^ 
ronduft, and ordered her ambafladors to repair 
o Bourbourg. In the conferences held there, vari- 
>us terms of accommodation were propofed, with 
10 fincerity on the part of Spain, and with little 
jope of fuccefs on the part of England. The 
>panifh minifters dill continued to allure thofe of 
England that no invafion of that kingdom was 
ntended ; and, confidering how long this congrefs 
ubfifled (for it was not diffolved till the arrival 
>f the Spanifh fleet in the channel), it (hould feem 
hat their afleverations were not wholly difregard- 
d by Elizabeth d . 

This artifice however did not prevent her from Eiiiabeth't 
ratting her kingdom into a pofture of defence, p^p**"" 1 
in army was raifed amounting to eighty thoufand 
oen, twenty thoufand of whom were ftationed 
>n the fouth coaft of the ifland, twenty-two thou- 
and foot and a thoufand horfe were polled at 
nibury, in Eflex, under the earl of Leicefter, 
nd the remainder, commanded by lord Hunf- 
lown, were kept near the queen's perfon, in rea- 
linefe to march againft the enemy wherefoever 
hey (hould attempt to land. Elizabeth did not 
ruft implicitly at this juncture either to her own 
udgment, or that of her counfellors of ftate ; 
ord Gray of Wilton, fir Francis Knolles, Sir John 
forris, fir Richard Bingham, and fir Roger Wil- 
iams, officers of diftinguiflied reputation, were ap- 
pointed to confider of the meafures proper to be 
rarfued ; and by their advice, all the fea-ports 
rfiich lay moft conveniently for a defcent were 
ortified ; the militia was raifed, their arms and 
oanner of fighting ascertained, and a refolution 
ormed that if, notwithftanding the precautions 
aken, it (hould be found impoflible to prevent 
he enemy from landing, all the country round 

(hould 

* Metenn, lib. xiv. p. 4S9« Bentitoglio, jart u. lib- ir . 
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Book fhould be laid wade, and a genera] engagement 
XXI# avoided till the feveral armies were combined. 



1588. While thefe prudent meafures were purfucd 
at land, Elizabeth exerted herfelf ftrenuoufly in 
the equipment of her fleet. When (he began her 
preparations, it did not amount to more than 
thirty (hips, and none of thefe were nearly equal 
in fize to thole of the enemy. But this di fad van- 
tage was in fome meafure compenfatcd by the 
(kill and dexterity of the Englifh failors ; and the 
number of her (hips was foon augmented through 
the alacrity and zeal which her fubjedts di (played 
in her defence. By her wife administration (tie had 
acquired their eftecm and confidence. The ani- 
mofity againft her perfon and government, which 
the differences in religion had excited in the minds 
of fome, was at prefent fwallowed up in that uni- 
versal abhorrence which the catholics as well as the 
proteftants entertained of the tyranny of Spain. 
Great pains were taken to keep alive and heigh- 
ten that abhorrence. Accounts were fpread of 
the horrid barbarities which the Spaniards had 
perpetrated in the Netherlands and America: 
defcriptions were drawn, in the blacked colours, 
of the inhuman cruelties of the inquifnion, and 
pictures were difperfed of the various inflrumems 
of torture employed by the inquifitors, of which, 
it was faid, there was abundant (lore on board 
the Spanifh fleet. Thefe, and fuch other confi- 
deratio s, made a ftrong impreflion not upon 
Elizabeth's proteftant fubjedts only, but like- 
wife upon the catholics e ; who, although the 
pope had publifhed a bull of excommunication 
againft her, yet refolved not to yield to the pro- 
teftants either in loyalty to their fovereign, or in 
zeal for the independency of the (late. The whole 
kingdom was of one mind and ijpirit : fome ca- 
tholics 

* Meteren, lib. xv. 
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tholics entered into the army as volunteers, and B y Y ° 1 K 
others joined with the proteftants in equipping J^J 
armed vefltls. Every maritime town fitted out , 5 88. 
one or more. The citizens of London furniflied 
thirty, although only fifteen were required of 
them ; and between forty and fifty were equipped 
by the nobility and gentry throughout the king- 
dom. But all thefe (hips were of fmall fize, in 
comparifon of thofe which compofed the Spanifti 
fleet ; and there was (till much ground for the 
moft anxious apprehenfions with regard to the final 
iflue of the war. 

No perfon felt greater anxiety on this occafion 
than Elizabeth ; the principal objeft of whofe 
prudent politics for thirty years, had been to 
avoid the critical fituation to which (he was now 
reduced. She did not, however, fuffer any fymp- 
tomsof uneafinefs to appear, but wore at all times 
a placid and animated countenance, and in her 
whole behaviour difplayed an undaunted fpirit, 
which commanded admiration and applaufe. 

The States of Holland, in the mean time, were Prepanti- 
not inattentive to the approaching danger, nor %£$ S£" 
did they think themfelves lefs interested to provide Dutch, 
againft it, than if Philip had intended to begin his 
operations with an attack upon the Netherlands. 
From their fears of an immediate attack, they 
were delivered by intelligence of the enormous fize 
of the Spanifli (hips, to which the coafts of Hol- 
land and Zealand were inacceflible. They turn- 
ed their principal attention therefore to the affift- 
anceof their ally : and kept their fleet, confiding 
of more than eighty (hips, ready for adtion. At 
Elizabeth's defire, they fent thirty of that num- 
ber to cruize between Calais and Dover ; and, af- 
terwards, when the duke of P&rma's ddign of 
tranfporting his army to England was certainly 
known, they ordered Juftin de NaiTau, admiral 
of Zealand, to join lord Seymour, one of the 
Vol. II, K k Englifh 
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B yxr K Englifli admirals, with five and thirty (hips, to 
\-J-C-lj block up thofe fea-ports in Flanders where the 
i 5 88. duke intended to embark c . 

The principal Englifti fleet was ftationed at 
Plymouth, and the chief command of it was given 
to Charles lord Howard of Effingham, who had 
under him as vice-admirals, Sir Francis Drake, 
Hawkins, and Frobifher, three of the moft expert 
and braved feamen in the world. 

A?m2r ifll In the beginning of May 1588, Philip's prepara- 
tions, which had fo long kept all Europe in amaze- 
ment and fufpenfe, were brought to a conclufion. 
That Armada, to which the Spaniards, in the confi- 
dence of fuccefs, gave the name of Invincible, con- 
fided of one hundred and fifty (hips, moft of which 
were greatly fuperior in ftrength and fize to any 
that had been feen before. It had on board near 
twenty thoufand foldiers, and eight thoufand fail- 
ors, befides two thoufand volunteers of the moft 
diftinguifhed families in Spain. It carried two thou- 
fand fix hundred and fifty great guns, was victu- 
alled for half a year, and contained fuch a quanti- 
ty of military ftores, as only the Spanifh monarch, 
enriched by the treafures of the Indies and Ameri- 
ca, could fupply. 

Dukcof Philip's preparations in the Netherlands were 

p a 7 a Tion $ FC * not lefs advanced than thofe in Spain. Befides a 
flourifhing army of thirty thoufand foot and four 
thoufand horfe, which the duke of Parma had af- 
fcmbled in the neighbourhood of Nieuport and 
Dunkirk ; that adtive general had, with incredible 
labour, provided a great number of flat-bottomed 
veffds, fit for tranfporting both horfe and foot, 
and had brought failors to navigate them from the 
towns in the Baltic. Moft of thefe veflels had been 
built at Antwerp, and as he durft not venture to 

bring 



c Meteren, lib. x v. 
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bring them from thence by fea to Nieuport, left Book 
they fhould have been intercepted by the Dutch, **J^ 
he was obliged to fend them along the Scheld to I5 gs. 
Ghent, from Ghent to Bruges, by the canal which 
joins thefe towns, and from Bruges to Nieuport, 
by a new canal which he dug on the prefent occa- 
fion. This laborious undertaking, in which fe- 
veral thoufand workmen had been employed, was 
already finiftied, and the duke now waited for the 
arrival of the Spanifti fleet ; hoping, that as foon 
as it fhould approach, the Dutch and Englifh (hips 
that cruifed upon the coaft, would retire into their 
harbours. 

The Armada would have left Liflbon in the be-^|^ f ^« 
ginning of May, but the marquis de Santa Croce, m P i"i. 
who had been appointed admiral, was, at the very 
time fixed for its departure, feized with a violent 
fever, of which he died in a few days ; and, by 
a fingular fatality, the duke de Paliano, the vice- 
admiral, died likewife at the fame time. Santa 
Croce being reckoned the firil naval officer in Spain, 
Philip had much reafon to lament his death, and 
it fhould feem that he found it extremely difficult 
to fill his place, fince he named for his fucceflbr 
the duke de Medina-Sidonia, a nobleman of con- 
siderable reputation, but entirely unacquainted with 
maritime affairs. This defedt in the commander 
in chief, Philip fupplied in fome meafure, by giv- 
ing him Martinez de Recaldo, a feaman of great 
experience, for his vice-admiral. 

In thefe arrangements fo much time was loft, J A h J c * r ™~ 
chat the fleet could not leave Liflbon till the 29th of tVomLUWi. 
May. It had not advanced far in its voyage to 
Corunna, at which place it was to receive fome 
troops and ftores, when it was overtaken by a vio- 
lent ftorm and difperfed. All the (hips however 
reached Corunna, though confidcrably damaged, 

Kk % except 
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B oo k except four f . They were repaired with the ut- 

J£™, moft diligence, the king fending meflengers eve- 

i c88. ry ^ a y t0 haft en their departure ; yet feveral weeks 

pa{Ted before they could be put in a condition to 

refume the voyage. 

In the mean time a report was brought to Eng- 
land, that the Armada had fuffcred fo much by 
the ftorm, as to be unfit for proceeding in the in- 
tended enterprise ; and fo well attefted did this 
intelligence appear to queen Elizabeth, that, at 
her defire, fecretary Walfmgham wrote to the 
Englifh admiral, requiring him to lay up four of 
his largeft (hips, and todifcharge the feamen. Lord 
Howard was happily lefs credulous on this occafion 
than either Elizabeth or Walfmgham, and defired 
that he might be allowed to retain thefe (hips in 
the fervice, even though it fhould be at his own 
expence, till more certain information were receiv- 
ed, In order to procure it, he fet fail with a brifk 
north wind for Corunna, intending, in cafe he 
fhould find the A rmada fo much disabled as had 
been reported, to attempt to complete its deftruc- 
tion. On the coaft of Spain he received intelli- 
gence of the truth: at the fame time the wind 
having changed from north to fouth, he began to 
dread that the Spaniards might have failed for 
England, and therefore he returned without delay 
to his former ftation at Plymouth. 



Arrival of 
the Armada 



^ Soon after his arrival, he was informed that the 

in^hcdian*- Armada was in fight. He immediately weighed 
Bd - anchor, and failed out of the harbour, (till un- 

certain of the courfe which the enemy intended to 
Jul/ 30th. purfue. On the next day he perceived them fleer- 
ing diredtly towards him, drawn up in the form 

of 

f In three of thefe, the galley-flaves, confiding of EngliA, 
French, and Turks, taking advantage of the confufion occa- 
sioned by the ftorm, overpowered the Spaniards, and carried 
the (hips into a harbour on the coaft of Bayonne. Metertn, 
p. 476. 
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of a crefcent, which extended feven miles from Book 
one exticmity to another, it was for fome time ^|*J^ 
believed that Plymouth was the place of their ^^ 
deftination 5 and it was the opinion of many per- 
fons in that age, that their enterprize would have 
been more fuccefsful than it proved, had they 
landed there, and not proceeded up the channel. 
By doing this, it was fuppofed, they would have 
drawn Elizabeth's whole force to the fouth-weft 
coaft of the ifland, and have rendered it eafier for 
the duke of Parma to tranfport his troops. But in 
this expe&ation it is probable they would have 
been extremely difappointed, as the Dutch fleet 
alone would have been able to block up the fea- 
ports in Flanders ; the Englirti fleet might have 
deftroyed the Armada had it once entered Ply- 
mouth harbour, and Elizabeth's land forces would 
have been an over-match for all the Spanifh troops 
which the Armada had on board. But if the duke pun »f o P e- 
de Medina ever intended to make a defcent at Ply- J^V/"" 
mouth, he foon changed his defign, and adhered Pbiiip. 
clofely afterwards to the execution of a plan pre- 
fcribed to him by the court of Spain. This was 
to fteer quite through the channel till he fhould 
reach the coaft of Flanders, and after driving away 
the Dutch and Englifh (hips, by which the har- 
bours of Nieuport and Dunkirk were befieged, to 
cfcort the duke of Parma's army to England, and 
to land there the forces that were on board the 
fleet. In compliance with thefe inftru&ions, he 
proceeded in his courfe, without turning afide to 
the Englifh, who were drawn up along the coaft, 
and ready to receive him. 

Lord Howard, confidering that the Spaniards ^^^ 
would probably be much fuperior to him in clofe <fc>a of u>r4 
fight, by reafon of the fize of their fhips, and the Howard ' 
number of their troops, wifely refolved to content 
himfeif with haraffing them in their voyage, and 
with watching attentively all the advantages which 

might 
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Book might be derived from ftorms, crofs winds,and fuch 
x ^ 1 ' like fortuitous accidents. It was not long before he 
588 difcerned a favourable opportunity of attacking the 
vice-admiral Recaldo. This he did in perfon ; and 
on that occafion difplayed fo much dexterity in 
working his (hip, and in loading and firing his 
guns, as greatly alarmed the Spaniards for the fate 
of the vice-admiral. From that time they kept 
. much clofer to one another ; notwithftanding 
which, the Englifti on the fame day attacked one 
of the largeft galeafies. Other Spanifti fhips came 
up in time to her relief, but in their hurry, one 
of the principal galleons, which had a great part of 
the treafure on board, ran foul of another (hip, 
and had one of her mafts broken. In confcquence 
of this misfortune fhe fell behind, and was taken 
by fir Francis Drake - f who, on the fame day, 
took another capital (hip, which had been acciden-i 
tally fet on fire. 

of the En 7 - Several other rencounters happened, and in 
TifhiaiiorT all of them theEnglifli proved vidtorious, through 
the great advantage which they derived from the 
lightnefs of their (hips, and the dexterity of the 
failors. The Spaniards in that age did not fuffici- 
ently underftand nautical mechanics, to be able to 
avail themfelves of the unufual magnitude of their 
(hips. The Englifh failed round them, approach- 
ed or retired with a velocity that filled them with 
amazement, and did infinitely greater execution 
with their cannon ; for while every (hot of theirs 
proved effe&ual, their (hips differed very little da- 
mage from the enemy, whofe guns were planted 
too high, and generally fpent their force in air. 

TheArmada The Spaniards however ftill continued to ad- 
orH.tcto yance ti ,| they came oppo f lte to Calais . there the 

duke de Medina having ordered them to caft an- 
chor, he flnt information to the duke of Parma of 

his 
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his arrival, and intreated him to haften the em- 
barkation of his forces. Farnefe fet out immedi- 
ately from Bruges, where the meflenger found him, 
for Nieuport, and he began to put his troops on 
board. But at the fame time he informed Medina, 
that, agreeably to the king's inftrudtions, the vef- 
fels which he had prepared, were proper only for 
transporting the troops, but were utterly unfit for 
fighting ; and for this reafon, till the Armada were 
brought ftill nearer, and the coaft cleared of the 
Dutch (hips which had blocked up the harbours of 
Nieuport and Dunkirk, he could not ftir from his 
prefent ftation, without expofing his army t > cer- 
tain ruin, the confequence of which would proba- 
bly be the entire lofs of the Netherlands. 

In compliance with this requeft, the Armada was i, thrown 
ordered to advance, and it had arrived within fight , o n n t ^ C0 t ^ ufi " 
of Dunkirk, between the Englifli fleet on the one EngMh fire- 
hand, and the Dutch on the other, when a fudden {hl ^ 
calm put a flop to all its motions. In this fituation 
the three fle.ts remained for one whole day. 
About the middle of the night a breeze fprung up, Augu ft 7t h. 
and lord Howard had recourfe to an expedient 
which had been happily devifed on the day before. 
Having filled eight (hips with pitch, fulphur, and 
other combuftible materials, he fet fire to them 
and fent them before the wind againft the diffe- 
rent divifions of the Spanifh fleet. 

When the Spaniards beheld thefe fhips in flames 
approaching towards them, it brought to their re- 
membrance the havock which had been made by the 
firefhips employed againft the duke of Parma's 
bridge at the fiege of Antwerp. The darknefs of 
the night increafed the terror with which their ima- 
ginations were overwhelmed, and the panic flew 
from one end of the fleet to the other. Kach crew, 
anxious only for their own prefervation, thought 

of 
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of nothing but how to efcape from the prefent 
__^_, danger. Some of them took time to weigh their 
1588. anchors, but others cut their cables, and fuffered 
their (hips to drive with blind precipitation* with- 
out confidering whether they did not thereby ex- 
pofe themfelves to a greater danger than that which 
they were fo folicitous to avoid. In this confufi- 
on the (hips ran foul of one another : the (hock 
was dreadful, and feveral of them received fo much 
damage as to be rendered unfit for future ufe. 

fwienoTe When day-light returned, lord Howard had 
twoflccu. the fatisfadtion to perceive that his ftratagem had 
fully produced the defired effedt The enemy 
were ft ill in extreme diforder, and their (hips wide- 
ly feparated and difperfed. His fleet had lately 
received a great augmentation by the (hips fitted 
out by the nobility and gentry, and by thofe under 
lord Seymour, who had left Juftin de Naflauai 
alone fufficicnt to guard the coaft of Flanders. Be- 
ing bravely feconded by Sir Francis Drake, and 
all the other officers, he made hade to improve 
the advantage which was now prefented to him, 
and attacked the enemy in different quarters at the 
fame time with the utmoft impetuofity and ardour. 
Augua 8th. yj ie engagement began at four in the morning, 
and lafted till fix at night. The Spaniards difplay- 
ed in every rencounter the mod intrepid bravery ; 
but, from the caufes already mentioned, they did 
very little execution againft the Englifh, while ma- 
ny of their own (hips were greatly damaged, and 
ten of the largeft were either run aground, or 
funk, or compelled to furrender. 

^ed b Uf " ^ HE P" nc \P a l gal^fs* commanded by Moncada, 

Jhe n sptnf- having Mauriquez the infpettor-general on board, 

**•• with three hundred galley-flaves and four hundred 

foldiers, was driven afhore near Calais. She was 

quickly followed by fome Englilh pinnaces, and 

4hcfe 
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theft were fupported by the admiral's long boat, in Book 
which he had lent a body of feledfc foldiers to their J^, 
affiftance. Moncada himfelf, and almoft all the I$w# 
Spaniards, were either killed or drowned in at- 
tempting to reach the fhore. The rowers were fet 
at liberty. About fifty thoufand ducats were found 
on board. Mauriquez efcaped, and was the firft 
who carried the news pf the difafter of the fleet to 
Spain. 

One of the capital (hips having been long bat- 
tered by an Englifh captain of the name of Croft, 
was funk in the time of the engagement. A few 
only of the crew were faved, who related, that one 
of the officers on board having propofed to furren- 
der, he was killed by another who was enraged at 
his propoCal ; that this other was killed by the bro- 
ther of the firft; and that it was in the midft of 
this bloody (bene, which paints the ferocious cha- 
racter of the Spaniards, that the (hip had gone to 
the bottom *. 

The fate of two other of the Spanifh galleons is 
particularly mentioned by the cotemporary hifto- 
riana. One of them was called the St Philip, and 
the other the St. Matthew, which had on board, 
befides feveral other nobility, two general officers, 
Don Francis Toledo, of the family of Orgas, and 
Don Diego Pimentel, brother to the marquis of 
Tomnarez. After an obftinate engagement, in 
which the admiral's (hip fought along with 
them, they were obliged to run afhore on the 
coaft of Flanders, where they were taken by the 
Dutch* Toledo was drowned, and Pimentel, and 
all the reft who furvivcd, were made prifoners. 

Thb duke de Medina was much dejedled atT^J«kt£ 
thcfe misfortunes, and ftill more when he re- rp4iri off oc . 
flexed on the fuperior flcill of the enemy. For** 6 - 

it 
f McUrcn and Grothu. 
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it is well attefted, that in all the engagements 
which had parted fince the firft appearance of the 
Armada in the channel, the Englifh had loft only 
one fmall fhip, and about a hundred men. Ani- 
mated by their paft fuccefs with fanguine hopes of 
final vidtory, they were now more formidable than 
ever. Medina dreaded, from a continuance of the 
combat, the entire deftrudtion of his fleet. He 
could not without the greateft danger remain any 
longer in his prefent fituation, and much lefs could 
he venture to approach any nearer to the coaft of 
Flanders. 

Cnifc of hit I T n ow appeared how great an error Philip had 
ptir * committed, in negle&ing to fecure fome commo- 
dious harbours in Zealand. He had from the firft 
fuppofed that the enemy's (hips would fly to their 
refpe&ive ports, as foon as his (lupendous Armada 
fhould appear. But this Armada had been made 
unfit for the purpofe for which it was defigned, 
by means of that enormous expence which he be- 
flowed in order to render it invincible. In con- 
flrufting it, no attention had been given to the 
nature of thofe narrow feas in which it was to be 
employed ; and the confequence of this important 
error was, that even if the Englifh fleet had been 
unable to contend with the Spaniards in the deep- 
er parts of the channel, yet they would have pre- 
vented them from landing ; and the Dutch fleet 
lying in fhallow water, to which the Galleons durft 
not approach, would ftill have kept their ftation, 
and have rendered it impoflible for the Spanifh fleet 
and army to adl in concert. 

Herefoivet This the duke of Medina at length perceived, 
Sp/in!"" 1 1 ° anc * he did not hefitate in refolving to abandon the 
further profecution of his enterprife. The only j 
fubjett of his deliberation now was, how he might, 

with 
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with the lcaft difficulty and danger, get back to 
Spain. Had he been ever fo much inclined to re- 
turn through the channel, in which he muft have 
been continually haraffed by the enemy, yet the 
wind, which blew ftrong from the fouth, would 
have prevented him. He therefore refolved to 
fail northwards! and to make the circuit of the 
Britifh ides. 

This refolution was no fooner underftood by the 
Englifh admiral, than having difpatched lord Sey- 
mour with a part of the fleet, to join the Dutch 
in watching the motions of the duke of Parma, he 
fet fail himfelf with the greater part of it, in pur- 
fuit of the Spaniards. He followed clofe in their 
rear for three days; without attacking them. This 
he declined from the apprehenfion of his not hav- 
ing a fufficient quantity of gun-powder, with 
which he had been ill fupplied by the public of- 
fices. Had he not been deterred from renewing 
his attack by this provoking circumftance, he 
might have forced the Spaniards to an engagement 
ctif Flamborough-head ; and it is aflerted by a 
refpedtable cotemporary hiftorian h , that fo great 
was the diftrefs of the Spanifli fleet, and fuch the 
admiral's dread of the long and dangerous voyage 
before him, that he would have furrendered with- 
out refiftance, in cafe he had been attacked. But 
he was faved from the difgrace in which this ac- 
tion would have involved his name, through the 
nccdfity under which the Englifh admiral found 
himfelf of returning to England, to fupply the 
deficiency of his (lores. 

Lord Howard had reafon to be incenfed againft Defter* 
thofe, by whofe negligence he was thus difabled ™£t™£. 
from completing the glory which his gallant con- 
dud): had procured him. In the iffue, however, 

it 
fc Grotius. 
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it would have been unfortunate, if he bad delayed 
his return. The two fleets failing in oppofite di- 
73*8^ redtions, were not far diftant from each other, 
when a dreadful ftorm arofe. The Englifh reach- 
ed home, though not without difficulty, yet with- 
out fuftaining any confiderable lofs. But the Spa* 
niards were expo fed to the ftorm in all its rage, 
and became no lefs objects of pity to their enemies 
than they had lately been of dread and terror. Hav- 
ing hitherto kept near each other, left the Englifh 
ihould have renewed the attack, this circumftance 
proved the firft caufe of their difafters. The (hips 
were driven violently againft each other, and there- 
by many of them were rendered an eafy prey to 
the fury of the waves. At length they were dif- 
perfed. In order to enable them to ride out the 
ftorm, the horfes, mules, and baggage were 
thrown over-board. This precaution was of ad- 
vantage only to fuch of the (hips as were ftrongcr, 
or more fortunate than the reft. Some of them 
were dafhed to pieces on the rocks of Norway, or 
funk in the middle of the ocean. Others were 
thrown upon the coafts of Scotland, and the 
Weftern Ifles. And more than thirty were driven 
by another ftorm, which overtook them from the 
weft, on different parts of the coafts of Ireland 
Of thefe, fome afterwards reached home in the 
mod (battered condition, under the vice-admiral 
Ricaldo; others were fhipwrecked among the 
rocks and (hallows; and of thofe which reached 
the (hore, the crews were barbaroufly murdered; 
from an apprehenfion, it was pretended, that in 
a country where there were fo many difaffe&ed 
catholics, it would have been dangerous to (hew 
mercy to fo great a number of the enemy. The 
duke de Medina having kept out in the open feas, 
efcaped fhipwreck, and arrived at Saint Andero in 
Bifcay about the end of September. 

The 
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The calamities of the Spaniards did not end Book 
with their arrival in Spain. Two of the galleons XXI, 
which had withftood the ftorm, were accidentally ^TcSfc 
fet on fire, and confumed to afhes in the harbour. 5 
Great numbers, efpecially of the nobility and gen- 
try, accuftomed to a life of eafe and pleafure, had 
died at fta; and many more died afterwards of 
difeafes occafioned by the hardfhips they had un- 
dergone. 

Very different accounts are given by different 
hiftorians, of the total lofs fuftained. Some aflert 
that it amounted to thirty-two (hips, and ten thou- 
fand men -, but others without pretending to afcer- 
tain the number of men, which could not, they 
fay, be lefs than fifteen thoufand, affirm that more 
than eighty (hips were taken,' deftroyed, or loft *. 
This dreadful calamity was fcnfibly felt all over 
Spain, and there was fcarcely a fingle family of 
rank in the kingdom that did not go into mourn- 
ing for the death of Come near relation ; infomuch 
that Philip dreading the effett which this univerfal 
face of forrow might produce upon the minds of 
the people, imitated the conduct of the Roman 
Eenate, and publifhed an edidt to abridge the time 
of public mourning k . 

While the people of Spain were thus over- Rejoicings 
whelmed with afflidtion, there was nothing to bel^i* 1 ^ 
beard in England and the united provinces but the 
roice of feftivity and joy. In Holland medals 
arerc (truck in commemoration of the happy event; 

and 

• At the prefident dc Thou, who lived at the time of this 
Honorable event* pretends not to determine to which of thefe 
clarions the greateft regard is due, it would be in vain at 
ik tunc to attempt to decide betwixt them. 

k Mcteren, lib. ziv. Grotii Hiftoria, lib. i. Campana Dc* 
jmL ?U. lib, L Ferrcrai and Thuanus. 
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and in both countries,days of folemn thank(giving to 
Heaven were appointed for their deliverance. Eli- 
zabeth went for this purpofe to St. Paul's cathe- 
dral, feated in a triumphal chariot, and furrounded 
with her minifters and nobles, amidft a great num- 
ber of flags and colours which had been taken from 
the enemy ; while the citizens were ranged in 
arms on each fide of the ftreets through which (he 
palled. Nor did the deftrudtion of the Armada give 
joy only to the Englifti and Dutch. All Europe 
had trembled at the thoughts of its fuccefs. For 
although it can hardly be fuppofed that Philip was 
fo romantic as to flatter himfelf with the hopes of 
attaining univerfal monarchy, yet it is not to be 
imagined that he afpired only at the conqueft of 
England and Holland. He had before this time 
formed the plan, which he afterwards purfued, of 
fubduing France. Nor can it be believed that any 
thing lefs would have fatisfied. his ambition, than 
the fubje&ion of every proteftant (late in Europe, 
and the utter extirpation of the reformed religion. 

Philips mtg. h, s am bition was, on this occafion, feverely 
bchitiour. mortified. But as he poflefled in a high degree 
the art of concealing his emotions, he received in- 
telligence of the difafter that had befallen him, 
with an appearance of magnanimity and refig- 
nationtothe will of Heaven, which, if it was not 
affedted, deferved the higheft praife. He rcturaei 
thanks to God, that the calamity was not greater. 
He iflued orders to have the utmoft care taken of 
the fick and wounded who had furvived the ge- 
neral cataftrophe. And inftead of forbidding the 
duke de Medina Sidonia to come to court, u 
is alleged by fome hiftorians, he wrote to him in 
the moft obliging terms, exprefling his gratitude 
for the zeal which he had difcovered in his fer- 
yice ; and obferving, that no man could anfwer 

for 
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the fuccefs of an enterprize, which, like that Book 
lerein the duke had been engaged, depended XXI. 
the winds and waves l . 



Philip's behaviour towards the duke of Parma 
this difficult occafion, contained the fame dif- 
ty of juftice that appeared in his letter to Medina 
Ionia. Notwithstanding the many proofs which 
rncfe had exhibited in the fight of all Europe, of 
lefatigable vigour and attivity,as well as of heroic 
lour, yet the failure of the expedition againft 
gland was by fome afcribed to his negligence 
making the neceffary preparations, and by others, 
hisexceflive caution or timidity. But Philip 
iifcd to liften to thefe groundlefs calumnies. He 
] continued to repofe in the duke his wonted 
ifidence ; and teftified towards him all that at- 
:hment and efteem which his condudt in the Ne- 
:rlands had deferved- The truth is, that as the 
ncipal error in conducing the expedition had 
en committed, by neglecting the duke of Par- 
t's advice, (b no perfon was more deeply intereft- 
in its fuccefs ; fince, if the Armada had opened 
xiflage for his troops, the whole direction of the 
terpnfe would have belonged to him, and the 
bleft opportunity, to which his ambition could 
pire, have been given of exerting thofe illuftri- 
;s military talents which have acquired him fuch 
(linguifhed renown. 

The duke had the greater reafon to entertain 
e hopes of vidtory, in cafe his army could have 
en transported to England, as Elizabeth had, 
am her partiality for the earl of Leiceftcr, be- 
wed the chief command of her land forces on 
at nobleman, who was fo little entitled, either by 
s courage or his abilities, to fo great a truft. Her 
kxI fortune, or more properly the kind pro- 
vidence 

1 Ferreras, part xt. Strada, lib. v. 
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Book videnceof Heaven, fo confpicuoufly exercifed in 
**L her behalf, faved her from the confequenccs with 

% ^tft. which this unjuftifiableftep might have been at- 
tended. It was perhaps the only imprudent mea- 
sure of which, at this difficult crifis, the can be 
juflly accufed ; and (he fully atoned for it by the 
wifdom, vigour, and fortitude which (he difplay- 
cd in every other part of her condudt. 



PART II. 

ST f Tf L I Z AB E T H's fituation now was extremely 
J2s different from what it had ever been finceber 
acceffion to the throne. Having been delWAcd 
fome time before the prefent period from the queen 
of Scots, who had long been a principal caufeof 
her inquietude ; (he had found the art of appealing 
the refentment, and even of conciliating the ft- 
vour, of the fon of that unfortunate princefs. She 
had united her catholic and protectant fubjedsin 
her defence, and had triumphed over her implaca- 
ble enemy the king of Spain. She had not the 
fame reafon as formerly to dread the power of that 
monarch, which he had exerted in vain for her 
deftru&ion, and (he had very little reafon to ap- 
prehend that he would foon renew his attempt to 
invade her dominions. To prevent this, by fur- 
nifhing him with employment elfewhere, had been 
long her principal motive for taking fuch deep con- 
cern in the affairs of the Netherlands. This mo- 
tive did not fubfift in the fame degree of force 
as formerly, yet (he refolved to adhere faith- 
fully to her engagements with the States, and 
Lordwu- ftill to aflift and fupport them. After Lei- 
loughby. ce ft er > s refignation, (he had conferred the com- 
mand of her troops in the Netherlands upon 
lord Willoughby, fubjedting this nobleman, how- 
ever, 
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however to the authority of the dates, and leaving 6ook 
the command in chief to prince Maurice, to whom J^J\ 
the States themfelves had lately committed it. S ^7$£ 

It was not gratitude alone, or a refprtt for thep r inceM*u. 
memory of the late prince of Orange, that deter- rice - 
mined the confederated provinces to repofe (o great 
a trail at this perilous conjuncture in his fon, who 
was at this time only in the twenty-firft year of his 
age. Maurice had, from his earlieft youth, given 
proof of fuperior prudence and capacity; and his 
conduit afterwards fulfilled the mod fanguine ex- 
pectations of his countrymen, with much lefs mo* 
deration and felf-command, and lefs too of the art 
of governing the minds of men, which William 
pofleffed in fo eminent a degree, Miurice was fu- 
perior to his father in military accomphfhments, 
and of thefe the confederacy ftood more in need 
at the preient period, than of political abilities. 

Maurice had no opportunity of exercifing his 
talents for war, from the time of Leicefter's de- 
parture till the fate of the Spanifh Armada was de- 
cided. A great number of his belt troops had 
been put on board the fleet commanded by Juftin 
de Naflau * all the garrifons of the maritime towns 
had been augmented, left the Spaniards fhould 
have attempted to make a defcent ; and there was 
no body offerees left, fufficient to enable him to 
take advantage of the duke of Parma's inadivity, 
by undertaking any military enterprize. 

The firft opportunity of adtion was afforded him The duke of 
by a refolution which the duke formed, as foon as f^e™™* - 
he perceived there was no longer any profpedt of ' ; «* c «f 
invading England, to befiege the town of Bergen- zwrn!'^ 
op-Zoom. This town, as its name imports, is fi- 
tuated on the river Zoom, at a little diftance from 
the place where that river falls into the Scheld ; 

Vol. IL T and 
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and by this lad river the territory of Bergen is fc- 
parated from the ifle of Tolen. Farnefe think- 
ing it neceflary towards the fuccefs of his intended 
enterprize, tp be matter of this ifland, fent count 
Charles of Manfvelt with a body of eight 
hundred foot to take pofleflion of it ; and in order 
to conceal his defign, he ordered them to make a 
feint of marching towards Heufden. This arti- 
fice however had not the defired fuccefs. Maurice 
had taken care to have both Bergen and Tolen 
properly fumilhed with troops for their defence. 

At low water it is prafticable to pafe over to 
Tolen upon foot, and in this way count Manfvelt 
endeavoured to approach it. But the governor, 
count Solmes, was fo well prepared to receive him, 
that Manfvelt was foon obliged to abandon his at- 
tempt, and in his retreat he loft about four hun- 
dred men. In the mean time the duke of Parma 
had advanced with his army, and mvefted the 
town on the land fide, without having met with 
any confiderable oppofition. But the beGeged be- 
held his operations with great indifference ; their 
- communication with Holland and Zealand was ftill 
as free and open as before. In order to intercept it, 
they knew that the enemy muft firft reduce two 
ftrong forts which flood between the town and 
oaobtr. the Scheld, and this they trufted could not be ac- 
complifhed before the approach of winter. 

The duke immediately began his operations 
with an attack upon one of thefe forts ; but before 
he had made any confiderable progrefs, he con- 
ceived hopes of acquiring pofleflion of it in a way 
much more eafy and expeditious than by open 
force. Two foldiers belonging to the garrilbn, 
whom fome hiftorians call Scots, and others Eng* 
lifli, having gone over to Farnefe, offered to deli- 
ver the fort to him, on condition of his granting 

them 
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them a datable reward for (o great a fervice. Far- 
nefe lent a willing ear to their propofal, and gave 
them the mod flattering promifes; but as he dill 
fufpe&ed them of infincerity, he made them con- 
firm what they had told him by an oath, and re- 
quired that they fhould be carried bound in the 
midft of the foldiers whom he intended to employ 
in executing the plan which they had fuggeded. 
To this, as well as to the oath required from them, 
they readily agreed. The duke could no longer re- 
main didrudful, and ordered De Leyva, one of 
his braved officers, to be ready immediately after 
fun-fet with three thoufand infantry, to advance 
towards the fort. De Leyva fet out at the time ap- 
pointed, and arrived at the gate when it was be- 
ginning to grow dark. Upon a fignal given by the 
two Britifh (bldiers the port was opened, but no 
(boner had about fifty of the Spaniards entered, 
than the portcullis was let down, and all the red 
excluded. Thofe who had entered perceived the 
treachery of their guides, but being more felici- 
tous to fave their own lives than to take vengeance 
on the traitors, they fufFered them to efcap?, and 
the Spaniards themfelves were indantly furround- 
ed by the garrifon, and either put to die fword or 
taken prifoners. 

Of thofe who were without, only fuch as were 
near the gate were acquainted with what had hap- 
pened, while the red who were ignorant of it dill 
prefling forward, made it impoflible for the fore- 
mod to retire. Thefe men, rendered defperate by 
their perilous fituation, attempted to fcale the ram- 
parts, but they were foon repulfed by the garrifon, 
who were every where upon their guard. The guns 
of the fort began to play upon them. The dark- 
nefe of the night increafed their confufion, and 
they fell into an ambulh which the garrifon had 
T a prepared. 
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Xo ff.cnrr lad be dnvs off Ins troops from 
rrgr% £hc lotisg pet the Italians and Spaniards 
izserHjnsin^ be fat die Germans under 
a o Peter Eraeftde Macfrrft to lay liege to 
WadseadcDcfc, m Upper Guekkriaixl, a Imall 
pboe. bet ft r u]g|y fortified, and fitnated in the 
raksft of a cwfby tofl. Farode was, notwithftand- 
irg tbefe circumftances, determined to employ 
his troops is reducing it, by loud complaints which 
vcre made to him of the continual depredatons 
of the garriioG. This girrifon confifted of trups 
formed by the celebrated Scbenck, wbofe bravery 
would have baffled the utmoft efforts of count 
Manfvelt, had it not been for a circumftance 
which intitles the fiege of this little town to a place 
UZT**' ! n hiftory. It was in this fiege that bombs, the late 
fe&bi. ifrvcntk n of an inhabitant of Venlo, were firft em* 
ployed To lave the town from deftruttion, the ci- 
tizens prevailed on the garrifon to confent to a fur- 
render, but not till the) had (allied out and killed 
a great number of the enemy ; many of whom 
Hkewife perifhed by the inclemency of the feafon f 
and the humidity of the air and foil. 

In 

m Grotius Hid. lib. i. Benttvoglio, and Metereo, anno 
i $88. 
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In confequence of the loft of men fuftained at Book 
this fiege and that of Bergen, the duke of Parma XXI. 
found his army exceedingly diminiflied. This con- *-■*■■** 
fideration alone muft have been a fenfible mortifi- An ^?y 9 if 
cation to a general of fo great activity and enter- the Duke of 
prize, but he was dill more deeply mortified at ParnM ' 
the difficulty which he found in fupporting the 
forces that (till remained under his command. 
They had begun to murmur on account of the 
arrears which were due to them, and he dreaded 
the lofs of that authority over them which he had 
hitherto maintained. He had earneftly folicited re- 
mittances from the court of Spain, and had re- 
prefented the fatal confequences which muft at- 
tend the irregular payment of his troops. But his 
requeftshad not for fome time pad been liftened to 
as formerly, and fome of the bills which he drew 
had been returned unpaid. This was owing partly 
to the low ftate of Philip's finances, which, great 
as his refources were, had been overburdened by 
the enormous expence in which his late armament 
had involved him ; and partly to the malignity and 
envy of the Spanifh minifters. The duke could 
not conceal his chagrin at the difappointment, 
which was greatly augmented by the decline of 
his health, and the fymptoms of a dropfy, which 
fome years afterwards put a period to his life . 

In this fituation he received greater fatisfa&ion Gertrude*. 
from an event which was one of the confequences ^T^to 
of the intrigues of the earl of Leicefter. The gar- the Sf*. 
rifonsof feveral towns had, through the influence n,tpdl- 
of that nobleman's parti zans, or from the defici- 
encies in their pay occafioned by his mifcondudt, 
(hewn great contempt for the authority of the 
States_and prince Maurice \ but they had all been 

brought 
a Meteren, p. 503. 
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brought back to their duty, except the garrifon of 
St. Gertrudenburg, which confided of one thou- 
1589^ ^nd five hundred foot iand three hundred horfe, 
partly Dutch and partly Englifh. This garrifon 
having indulged themfelves in greater excefles than 
any other, were confcious of fuch a degree of 
guilt as they thought could not eafily be forgiven : 
they were therefore (till as refractory and feditious 
as ever, maintaining openly, that they were ac- 
countable to none but the queen of England ; and 
fcizing upon (hips; and carrying off plunder from 
the friends as well as the enemies of the confede- 
racy. The States apprehenfive of their delivering 
the town to the enemy, applied every fooching ex- 
pedient to prevent them. They offered them a 
full pardon of their offences, got lord Willoughby 
to interpofe his influence, and made immediate 
payment of a great proportion of their arrears 1 
but all endeavours were ineffectual. In the mean 
time Lanzavecchia, the governor of Breda, being 
well informed of their temper and difpofition, em- 
ployed fecret agents to confirm them in their fedi- 
tious purpofes, holding forth to them the rewards 
which they might hope for from the duke of Par- 
ma, while there was nothing to bd expedted from 
the queen of England or the States, but either an 
ignominious puhilhment, or perpetual diffidence 
and contempt. They hefitated for fome time ; but 
when an offer was made to them in the name of 
the duke of Parma of full payment of their arrears, 
befides a fum of money equal to five years pay, 
they were unable to refift the allurement ; they 
agreed to give up the town on the terms propofed, 
and began to prepafefor the execution ot their de- 
fign,by difarming the inhabitants. Upon receiving 
intelligence of this infamous tranfaftion, prince 
Maurice fet out by fea with a body of troops, in 
prder to reduce the garrifon by force of aims. But 

before 
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before he had time to make any progrefs in the B o o k 
fiege, having been informed that the duke of Par- xx b> 
ma was upon his march to oppofe him with a fu- V "" - " % £/ 
perior army, he thought it prudent to retire. The I5 
duke foon afterwards entered the town, and hav- 
ing fulfilled his engagements to the garrifon, he 
beftowed the government upon Lanzavecchia, as a 
reward for the fervice he had performed. Gertru- 
denburg was the firft town in Holland which the 
Spaniards had acquired fince their expulfion from 
that province about twelve years before; and it 
gave Farnefe, on that account, the mod fenfible 
joy and fatisfadtion. The States on the other hand 
exprefled their indignation againft the traitors, by 
profcribing them ; and it ought not to be forgot- 
ten, that through various accidents almoft all of 
them fell into the hands of the confederates, and 
had the fentence of profcription executed upon 
them with the utmoft rigour. 

From Gertrudenburg the Spanifli army was 
•ent under count Charles of Manfvelt, to reduce 
the towns of Heufden and Romerfval, and the fort 
of Louveftein ; but all their attempts on thefe 
places were baffled by the a&ivity and vigour of 
prince Maurice and count Hohenloe. 

The duke of Parma returned to BruOets, ar/1 r<* **. *• 
not long afterwards he fet out for Germar.y, v/ 
drink the waters at Spa, although it was W ~e?\ 
he would not have gone at thia teafor, »:-.r>. *& 
the moft proper for all military operar/y^ / *& 
army had bewi in a condition to trszr &*, ^ 7 
enterpri2e worthy of his former farrwt\ f>.rrV'--i 
abfence, prince Maurice waa bar^7 *^ r/y\+. * 
count Manfvelt from making any -j~* vsv-Srsr 
Thcforcttof tbefe two genoais wttt rjgtf-Jv'*. \ 

•Gwuam, f. rja. 
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nether party was inclined to rife an engagement, 
,*nd co rencounter paft bet w een them that defenrei 
tc be recorded. 

Some important ferrices were in the mean time 
performed ov the indefatigable Schenck in the in* 
tenor provinces. Having feme time before the pie* 
tent period, propofed to the States to build a fort 
upon the Rhine, at the place whore that river di- 
vides itfdf into two branches, and forms the ifit 
of Betuwe*, the States apptoved highly of hit 
proposal, and furniihed him with every thing nc* 
cefiary for carrying it into execution. He finifhed 
it with great difpatch, and having fixed there im 
head-quarters, he over-ran all the country round, 
and feized every favourable opportunity of annoy- 
ing the enemy. He took the city of Bonne, upon 
die Rhine, by ftuprife in the night. Having been 
informed that a body of troops were upon their 
march to reinforce Verdugo, the governor of 
Groningen, and were efcorting a fum of money to 
that place for the payment of thegarrifon, hechofe 
his grour.d with fo much lkilf, and attacked them 
with fuch impetuofity and ardour, that he 
routed them, and got poffeffion of the money 
without the fofs of a fingle pian. But there was 
nothing on which he was fo intent as the re* 
<overy of Nimeguen, which fome years before he 
himiel had conquered for the Spaniards. Nirne- 
guen Hands oa the banks of the Waal, at the dif- 
tance of only a few hours fail from the fort which 
Schenck had conftrutfed. Having embarked his 
troops, he fet out with an intention to reach the 
town about the middle of the night. Through 
fome accident or miftake he did not arrive till 
the morning, when he happened unfortunately 
to land at a houfe where a number of perfons 

were 
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were aflembled for the celebration of a wed- Book 
ding. By thefe perfons the alarm was inftantly XXI - 
given to the reft of the inhabitants, who were well *7c8o^ 
acquainted with the enmity with which Schenck had * 
for lame time paft been animated againft them, and 
knew that an univerfal pillage would be the confe- 
quence of his fuccefs. They ran to arms from 
every quarter, and made a furious attack upon his 
men, and, notwithftaoding the mod intrepid re- 
fiftance, drove them towards their boats in great 
confufion. Schenck endeavoured to rally them, 
but in vain. The town's people purfued, and flew 
many of them while they were attempting to ef- 
cape. Schenck himfelf was wounded, and im- D"* 1 * <* 
mediately afterwards his boat was overfet, and he, ScUe * ci * 
and all on board were drowned. Such was the 
fate of this brave man at the age of forty, by 
whom, ever fince his revolt, the Spaniards had 
been fubjefted to perpetual apprehenfions and 
alarms*. 

No other material tranfaftion occurred during Battle or 
this campaign but the fiege of Rhinberg, which Rhinbcr *- 
was undertaken at the earned defire of the elector 
of Cologn, and the charge of it committed by the 
duke of Parma to the marquis of Varambon. Co- 
lonel Vere, an Englifh officer of high reputation, 
was fent by the States to the relief of the befieged, 
and between him and Varambon a bloody battle 
was fought, in which the Englifh commander gain- 
ed a complete vidtory. After this he entered the 
town, and fortified it fo ftrongly, as enabled the 
inhabitants for fome time longer to preferve their 
liberty and independence. 

It was now the end of autumn, and the duke The doke <rf 
6f Parma was returned from Spa. Soon after his f a a r ™ ,£ 
return, his apprehenfions with regard to the con- s r». 
fequences of the irregular payment of his troops, 

were 
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were verified by the mutiny of a Spanirti regi- 
ircnt which lay in garrifon at Courtray. From 
complaints the foldiers proceeded to threats, and 
at laft openly refufed to obey his commands. With 
the utmoft difficulty he railed money fufficient to 
appeafe them. But as this was the firft fedirion 
which had happened fince the commencement of 
his government, he was the more fenfibly afflided 
by it, and dreaded, that the example which it 
afforded, would foon be followed by the garriftw 
in other towns. 

™* J 1 ^ This event happened about the end of the year 
£.' 1589 i and in the month of February immedh 
»st* ately following, another misfortune happened! 
which convinced the duke, that prince Maurice 
was an antagonift of a character extremely differ- 
ent from that of any other with whom he had hi* 
therto contended. This was the lofs of the im- 
portant city of Breda, of which Maurice got pot 
feffion by a fingular ftratagem, fuggefted to him 
by the mailer of a boat, called Adrian Vanden- 
berg, who had fometimes fupplicd the town and 
garrifon with turf for firing. When Lanzavec* 
chia, the governor, was at Breda, all veffels which 
came there were carefully examined ; but the duke 
of Parma, having rewarded this crafty Italian, for 
the part which he aftcd in corrupting the garrifon 
of St. Gertrudenburg, with the government of tint 
town, (till fuffered him to retain that of Bredt 
Lanzavccchia found it neceffary to be often abfent 
from the latter of thefe places ; 8nd, during his 
abfence, ufually committed the charge of it to 
his fon. Vandenberg having obferved that 00 
thefe occafions there was commonly great ne- 
gligence in fearching his boat, founded upon this 
circumftance his plan for taking the citadel by 
furprife. It was communicated to prince Mau- 
rice, 
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rice, who readily embraced it, and immediately 

applied himfelf to put it in execution. The boat m 

was loaded in appearance with turf, as ufual ; but T590 
the turf was fupported by a floor of planks fixed 
at the diftance of feveral feet from the bottom ; 
and under this floor feventy feled foldiers were 
placed, under the command of Charles Harauguer 1 , 
an officer of diftinguifhed valour and capacity. 
They had but a few miles to (ail ; yet, through 
unexpected accidents, feveral days patted before 
they could reach Breda. The wind turned againft 
them* the melting ice retarded their courfe, and 
the boat having (truck upon a bank, was fo much 
damaged, that the foldiers were for fome time up 
to the knees in water. Their provifionswereal- 
moft fpent, and one of their number was feized 
with a violent cough, which, if it continued, they 
fbrefaw would certainly occafion adifcovery. This 
nun had the generality to offer them his fword, 
and to entreat them to kill him. They as gene- 
roufly declined it ; and being refolved to run all 
rifles, rather than embrue their hands in the blood 
of their companion, they ftili perfifted in their de- 
fign. Happily their virtue was rewarded : the fol- 
diers cough left him, and even the leak in their 
veflel was ftopt by fome accidental caufe. 

In order to fecure theabfence of Lanzavecchia, 
whofe vigilance there was much ground to dread, 
prince Maurice had made a feint of marching 
againft Gcrtrudenburg, and this artifice produced 
the defircd effeA. Lanzavecchia was ablent from 
Breda when the boat arrived. It was admitted 
within the fortifications of the caftle, and the 
fcarch was made in the moft fuperficial manner. 

* A nitiYc of Cambraj. ° T * 
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Notwithstanding this, there was ftill the 
utmoft danger of a difcovery, and it would cer- 
7^~ tainly have been made, had not Vandenberg pof- 
fefled an extraordinary (hare of addrefs and art, 
which he exerted on this occafion. There being a 
fcarcityof fuel in the caftle, the turf was immedt*' 
ateiy purchafed ; the foldiers of the garrifon were 
fet to work in carrying it afhore, and fo great a 
number of hands were employed, that they would 
foon have uncovered the planks, and thereby hate 
detected the plot, had not Vandenberg, pretend- 
ing to be fatigued with labour and watching, and 
unable to aifift the foldiers any longer in unloading, 
firft arnufed them withdifcourfe,. and then invited 
them to join him in drinking fome wine which he 
had provided. His offer was readily accepted 
The night came on, and the Spanifh foldiers were 
all either afleep or drunk. Vandenberg then fet 
out, in order to give notice of his fuccefs to prince 
Maurice and count Hobenloe, who, according to 
agreement, had in great filence brought forward t 
body of forces within a little diftance of the town. 

About the middle of the night, Harauguer if- 
fued forth from his retreat ; and having divided 
his band into two bodies, he attacked, at the fame 
time, both the guards which were placed at the 
gate towards the country, and thofe which were 
ftationed at another gate which led from the cita- 
del to the town, and meeting with little refiftance, 
he fecured poffeflion of the gates. Young Lanza* 
vecchia rulhed out againit him with between thirty 
and forty of the garrifon ; but thefe men were not 
able to withftand the determined and defperate va- 
lour of the aflailanta They were all either put to 
the fword or difperfed, and Lanzavecchia himfelf 
was wounded and taken prifoner, 

Thi 
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Ton, was already feverely punifhed by his fcn't 
imprifonment, and the lofs of the government of 
Breda. He punifhed himfelf ftill farther by re- 
figning his government of Gertrudenburg. Such 
were the bitter fruits of that corruption for which 
this man had been fo lately rewarded. According 
to the principles which warriors and politicians ait 
ready to adopt, his conduct deferved the reward 
which was beftowed upon it ; but to the friends of 
virtue it will give fatisfadtion to obferve, that, in 
the courfe of providence, punifhment is infli&ed 
fometimes not upon the treacherous alone, but on 
thofe too by whom they are prompted, or encou- 
raged in their treachery. 

Meanwhile Farnefe refolving to recover the 
town, if poflible, before prince Maurice fhouM 
have time to fecure it, fent count Manfvelt againft 
it with a part of the army. But Maurice had no 
fooner acquired poffeffion of the place, than be 
furnifhed it with provifions fufficient for many 
months, and ftationed a garrifon in it confiding of 
one thoufand two hundred foot and four hundred 
horfe. Manfvelt did not therefore think it expe- 
dient to lay immediate fiege to Breda ; but in or- 
der to cut off the communication of the garrifon 
with Holland, he attempted to reduce a ftrong 
fort in the mouth of the river Mark, which com- 
manded the navigation of that river. From this 
attempt however he was obliged to defift, after 
having loft between fix and feven hundred men. 
He then built another fort at the mouth of the 
river, and began to make preparations for befieg- 
ing the town itfelf. In order to divert him from 
the profecution of his defign, prince Maurice 
marched with a body of about five thoufand men 
towards Nimeguen, refolving to befiege that town 
in cafe Manfvelt did not reiinquifh his prefent en- 
terprize. 

Farnese 
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Farnese, fenfible of the great importance of B °° K 
Nimeguen, fent orders to count Manfvelt to lead ^ *ll , u 
lis army thither without delay. Maurice per- , 590# 
:eived then that it was impracticable for him to at- 
tempt the fiege with any probability of fuccefs, 
ind encamped his troops in the Betuwe, on the 
north fide of the Waal, oppofite to Nimeguen. 
Having fortified the banks of the river, to prevent 
:ount Manfvelt from tranf porting his forces, he 
built, in fight of the enemy, a ftrong fort, after. 
wards called by the name of Knotzenburg, direct- 
ly oppofite to the town ; by which he not only de- 
prived Nimeguen of all the advantages which it 
had hitherto derived from its fituation ; but, as the 
cannon of this fort could reach the town, the inha- 
bitants were expofed to continual danger. After 
having finifhed this important work, he dug a na- 
vigable canal acrofs the Betuwe, from the Rhine to 
the Waal. This wife expedient rendered the navi- 
gation of the confederates in thofe parts fecure, by 
making it unneceffary for their (hips to pais by 
Nimeguen ; and it was of gieat advantage to all 
the country round, by leflening the violence of the 
inundations to which that part of the Netherlands 
is fometimes liable. The States of Guelderland 
and Overyffel had a juft fenfe of the benefits 
which they derived from his operations, and they 
teftified their gratitude by electing him governor of 
thefe two provinces. 
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PART I. 

FR O M the capacity and vigour which Maurice Book 
had already difplayed, Philip might have per- ***** 
ceived that he (hould probably find full employ- ^Tcoo! 
merit in the Netherlands for all the forces which, Affairs of* 
in the prefent ftate of his finances, he was able to Frtnce - 
fupport. And confidcring the unfortunate iffue of 
his enterprize againft Elizabeth, and how much 
die reputation of his arms and counftJshad fuffered 
from his long unfuccefeful ftruggle with the inha- 
bitants of the United Provinces, it might have 
been expe&ed that he would have feen the abfur- 
dity of that prcpofterous ambition which had led 
him to undertake new conquefts before he had re- 
duced his own dominions under obedience. It 
does not appear that he ever ferioufly entertained 
the thoughts of renewing his attempt againft Eng- 
Vol.II. U land; 
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"xxil* land 5 but havin 8 ncvcr rdinquifhcd his defigns 
K ^^J J °n France, he had maintained his connexions with 
1590. the heads of the catholic league; and notwith- 
(landing the difficulty which he found in pay- 
ing his army in Flanders, be had from time to 
time fupplied them with confiderable fums of 
money. 

P******* These fadious leaders had now more occafion 
•^^ than ever for his afliftance. After the treaty men- 
tioned above, which Philip concluded with the 
duke of Guife at Joinville in the year 1585, the 
flames of war between the catholics and proteftants 
had been kindled afrefh from one end of the king- 
dom to the other. Henry, well acquainted with 
the fecret intentions of Guife and his partizans, 
which were no lefs hoftile to himfelf than to the 
Calvinifts, would gladly have employed all his 
power for their deftruflion ; but he foon perceived 
that he was unable to contend openly with fo great 
a force as they had provided againft him, and 
therefore difguifing his rcfentment for the affront 
offered to his authority, he refolved to accede to 
the league, in hopes of acquiring the direction of 
it, by declaring himfelf its head and protedtor. In 
confequence of this refolution, great preparations 
were made for profecuting the war againft the Cal- 
vinifts, and three different armies were raifed 
One of thefe Henry commanded in perfon ; another 
was fent under the duke de Joyeufe againft the 
king of Navarre ; and the third was led by the 
duke of Guife, to oppofe a numerous army of 
Germans, who were upon their march to the aflift- 
ance of the Hugpnots, Joyeufe loft both his ar- 
my and his life in the battle of Coutras ; but the 
duke of Guife, who made up for the (mall num- 
ber of his troops by his fuperior condudt and in- 
trepidity, proved victorious over the Germans, 
and thereby acquired an increafe of popularity 
and fame, which gave him uncontroulable influ- 
ence over almoft all the catholics in the king- 
dom. 
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dora. Elated with his fuccefs, and confdo^s of B J? * K 
his power, this aihbitious leader could no longer ^'Jj 
delay the execution of his defigns; but refolved, jr ^ # 
after depofmg the king, and confining him to a 
cloifter, to place the infirm and aged cardinal of 
Bourbon upon the throne ; hoping to engrofs the 
whole adminiftration, and to fecure the fuccefiion 
to himfelf, in the event of the cardinal's demife. 
Henry beheld with much dread the precipice on 
which he ftood ; and in order to avoid it, had re- 
oourfe to that deteftable expedient, of which, in 
his youth, he had (hewn his approbation, in the 
maffacre of St. Bartholemew, by commanding 
both the duke of Guife, and his brother the car- 
dinal, to be aflaffinated. 

This murder, which even Henry prerendH to 
juftify only by the plea of neceflity, did not pro- 
duce the efftft which he expected. Inftcad of in- 
timidating his enemies, it fcrved to inflame their 
minds with wrath and indignation. In Paris, where 
the fpirit of the league had long rag'.cl with tb; 
utmoft fury, the people broke his fta:ir«. to pieces, 
the ecclefiaftics declaimed again ft him in th- bit- 
tereft and mod abufive terms, and the Sorbonr.c 
declared him to have forfeited the crown. H!« 
fubje&s almoft every where rofe up in arms againft 
him, and the duke of Mayenne, brother of the 
Guiies, a prince of extraordinary prudence and 
capacity, was chofen commander in chief in his 
brother's room. 

In this fituation Henry had no rcfource left but 
in the king of Navarre, whom he had deceived 
and perfecuted. But this generous and heroic 
prince readily forgot the injuries he had received 
from him, and made hafte to march with a nume- 
rous army to his aififtance. Thus powerfully fup- 
ported, Henry became an overmatch for his ene- 
mies; and he would foon have compelled the 
U 2 city 
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Book city of Paris to furrender, when a period was put 

XXH- to his life by a fanatic monk, who being feduced 

Wp> C^ / by his fuperiors, burned with the defire of meriting 

15 *" Heaven, by embruing his hafids in the blood of 

his lawful prince. Such was the unfortunate end 

of Henry III. the laft of the race of Valois, which 

had reigned over France for almoft three hundred 

years. 

Acceflion of Th e king of Navarre, the undoubted heir of the 
Henry iv. crown ^ an( j w hom the deceafed monarch had no- 
minated his fucceflbr, was immediately proclaimed 
king in the camp, by the name of Henry IV. a 
name which will be forever refpedted, not by the 
French nation alone, but by every friend of man- 
- kind and of virtue. Brought up in the hardeft 
fchool of adverfity, patient, frugal, and laborious ; 
brave and wife ; fincere, humane, and generous; 
of the ftri&eft integrity, and the moft untainted 
honour; he had long commanded the admira- 
tion of his enemies, as well as of the impartial 
world. Never did any prince fucceed to a throne, 
adorned with more fplendid, more fubftantial, 
or more amiable accomplifhments ; yet fo fierce 
was the fpirit of refigious bigotry with which 
his fubje&s were inflamed ; fo great their abhor- 
rence of Calvinifm ; and fuph their dread, that 
Henry who was himfelf a Calvinift, although the 
jnoft moderate of his fe£t, would in imitation 
of the queen of England, overturn the popifh re- 
ligion, that many of the catholics inftantly forfook 
his camp ; nor would any of them have been per- 
fuaded to remain with him, had he not given them 
ground to entertain hopes of his converfion. 

In Paris he had a numerous Party who would 
willingly have recognifed his right, in cafe he would 
have agreed to embrace the popifti faith. There 
were others who, under the pretence of religion, 
had no other end in view but to fecure and perpe- 
tuate 
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tuate that unbounded licence which they had ** v°n 
long enjoyed, of perpetrating the mod atrocious ,_*!'_ 
crimes; and there were many, who having been 1590 . 
gained over by Spanifti influence, had, in concert 
with Mendoza the Spanifh ambaflador, and Caje- 
tan the pope's legate ; a partizan of Spain, form- 
ed the defign of conferring the crown, either on 
Philip himfelf, or his daughter Ifabella *. 

The duke of Mayenne, who had adopted his 
brother's plan in all its branches, hoped to make 
thefe parties fubfervient to his own elevation to the 
throne. This defign, however, he concealed with 
care ; and that he might have leifure to prepare 
the means of putting it into execution, he prevail- 
ed on a great majority to concur in electing the 
cardinal of Bourbon king ; to which meafure like- 
wife, Philip adtuated by a fimilar intention, gave 
his con fen t, 

Henry in the mean time finding himfelf unable, 
from the great defertion of his forces, to main-* 
tain his prefent fituation before Paris, retired into 
Normandy, to wait there, till fuccours, which he 
expedted from Elizabeth, (hould arrive Mayenne 
putting himfelf at the head of an army much more 
numerous than that of the king, purfued and at- 
tacked him in his fortifications near the town of 
Arques; but having been repulfed with great 
(laughter, and having fuffered afterwards a total 
overthrow in the battle of Ivry, in which, as on 
many other occafions, Henry's fuperior bravery 
fupplied his want of numbers, Mayenne was ob- 
liged, with the (battered remains of his army, to 
take refuge in the metropolis. There he flayed 
no longer than till he had confulted with the duke 
of Nemours, the governor, with regard 10 the 
proper meafures of defence, in cafe the city fhould 
be befieged by the victorious army ; after which he 

fet 
* Grand-daughter of Henry II. 
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^ y_^ j> fr° m whom he expedted a reinforcemet of troops. 

1590. The king arrived foon after in the neighbourhood 

siege of p*. of Paris, and having made himfelf mafter of the 

n9m courfe of the Seyne, and the Marne, and Mocked up 

every entry by which provifions might be convey* 

ed into the town, he inverted it on every fide, and 

foon reduced the inhabitants to extreme neceffity. 

By the perfuafion however of their leaders, fe- 
conded by the Spanifti minifter and the pope's 
legate ; by the decrees of the Sorbonne, and the 
harangues of the clergy ; they were confirmed in 
the resolution which they had formed from the be- 
ginning, to endure every calamity, rather than 
receive an heretical king, whofe authority they 
were taught to believe they could not acknow- 
ledge, without endangering their falvation. 

rhiiip'* J N their prefent diftrefsful fituation they had no 

Fr^ce? profpeft of relief, but from the arms of Spain ; 
nor was Philip lefs inclined now to interpofe in their 
behalf, and that of the league in general, than 
formerly. The affairs of France were at this 
time the principal objeft of his attention ; and he 
would gladly have exerted himfelf againft the king 
with his utmoft vigour, efpecially as the cardinal 
of Bourbon was lately dead, if the prefent junc- 
ture had been favourable to his ambitious defign, 
of feizing the monarchy for himfelf, or his daugh- 
ter ; by which, more than by zeal for the catholic 
faith, he had long been adtuated. But having pe- 
netrated into the views of Mayenne, and found 
that from him and all his party he had reafon to 
expeft the mod ftrenuous oppofition ; he confider- 
ed, that if Henry were utterly fubdued, the catho- 
lics, ftanding then no longer in need of hisaflift- 
ance, would probably unite againft him, and 
without regard to the obligations which he had laid 
them under, render all his expence and labour 

fruitlefs. 
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fruitlefi. Hcrcfolvcd therefore, agreeably to the Bm 
advice of the duke of Parma, to protradt die war, 
and to afford the league only fuch afliftance as 1 
might prevent the king from acquiring an entire 
attendant over them; hoping thereby to wafte the 
ftrength of both the contending parties, and fooner 
or later to oblige them to comply with whatever 
terms he fhould be pleafed to prefcribe. 

Conformably to this plan, the duke of Par- 
ma, with whom Mayenne had an interview at Con- 
de, gave him only two thoufand feven hundred 
foot and eight hundred horfe. But as this rein- 
forcement was inadequate to the purpofe for which 
it had been folicited, Philip became apprehcnfive 
that the refolution of the befieged might fail , and 
dreaded, that if Henry were once mailer of the 
capital, a prince of (b great ability and addrefi 
might foon compel the reft of the kingdom to fub- 
mit to his authority. To prevent this, he refolved 
to poftpone every confideration of prudence and 
intereft to the railing of the fiege ; and fent pofitive 
orders to the duke of Parma, to conduit his army 
to France for this purpofe, with the utmoft expe- 
dition. Farnefe, though poflfefled of capacity and 
courage equal to the mod difficult and dangerous 
enterprife, would gladly have diverted Philip from 
his defign. He reprefented to him the dangerous 
confequences with which the abfence of his troops 
from the Netherlands would be attended j and he 
attempted to make him fenfible of the extreme un- 
certainty of thofe advantages which he expected 
to derive from taking fo deep an intereft in the 
affairs of France. But Philip blinded by his am- 
bition, could not relinquish thofe delufive hopes 
which he had long fondly indulged, of adding 
France to his other dominions. He was deaf to 
the duke's prudent remonftrances, and only liftcn- 
ed to his advice, fo far as to confent that he might 

return 
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B o ok return to the Low Countries, when the fiege of 
^ X }h f Paris fhould be raifed. 

1590. Finding the king thus obftinate and inflexible, 
Paraia*t6r°a F a rnefe committed the government, during his 
expedition abfence, to count Peter Erneft of Manfvelt, and 
mto France. a pp j ntec j ^jg f on coun t Charles to command the 
fmall number of troops, which he defigned to 
leave behind him for the defence of the Nether- 
lands He then applied with great anxiety to make 
the neceffary preparations for his march. For he 
was well aware of the difficulty which he mull en- 
counter in his intended enterprize againft a prince 
of fo great abilities as the king of France, in the 
midft of his dominions, and at the head of a vic- 
torious army, commanded by a gallant and almoft 
invincible nobility. This confideration however, 
far from intimidating him, ferved only to make 
him exert with more than ordinary vigour, thofe il- 
luftrious talents with which he was endowed ; left 
now, when he was about to enter the lifts with fo 
great a rival for military fame, he fhould forfeit 
that high renown which his former achievements 
had procured him. 

Comparifon Henry was at this time about forty years of 

' Hcnr7. Wilha 8 e ? and F arne f e a f ew Y ears ^Ider. From their 
earlieft youth they had been alike diftinguifhed by 
the love of arms; and had paft their lives either 
in learning, or in pradtifing the art of war. They 
poflefled alike the talent of conciliating the affec- 
tions of their troops, without any relaxation of dif- 
cipline, or diminution of authority. They were 
equal too in perfonal courage, in quick difcernment, 
and in fertility of genius. But the king was more 
prompt in his decifions ; the duke more cautious 
and circumfpedt. The latter always cool, and 
mafter of himfelf, tranfgreffed on no occafion the 
founds of the ftridteft prudence ; but the former 

was 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 297 

was often betrayed by his natural impetuofity and Book 
ardour, rather to a6t the part of a common foldier, JjX}\ 
than of a general, and unneceflarily to expofe his ^7^ 
perfon to danger. From the fame impetuofity of 
temper, the king was ever fond of (hiking a dc- 
cifivc blow, by a pitched battle in the field ; where- 
as the duke chofe rather to accomplifh his defigns 
by ftratagcm and dexterity, without bloodfhed. 
Notwithftanding this diverfity in their characters, 
they were indifputably the greateft captains of the 
age in which they lived, and may be compared, 
without fuffering by the comparifon, with the moft 
illuftrious commanders either in ancient or in mo- 
dern times. 

Farnese was ready to fet out from Bruflels in hu wife 
the beginning of Auguft, with an army of four- p**"*™- 
teen thoufand foot and three thoufand horfe. On 
his arrival in France, having convened his princi- 
pal officers together, he explained to them the con- 
duct proper to be obferved in the prefent expediti- 
on ; and reprefented the neceffity of requiring a 
drift attention from every individual in the army, 
to all the rules of military difcipline. They were 
about to enter into a kingdom, where the people 
being naturally jealous ofthe Spaniards, fufpicions 
would be eafily excited, that inftead of having come 
to their affiftance, he intended to reduce them un- 
der the government of Spain. Againft giving ground 
for thele fufpicions, which might defeat the inten- 
tions of the king, they muft be continually on 
their guard, and take enedtual care to reftrain the 
troops from offering any violence to the natives. 
They were ere long to purfue their march in the 
face of a bold and enterprizing enemy ; and for 
this reafon it would be neceflary that the moft per- 
fedt order fhould be obferved, that no tumult 
fhould be permitted in their quarters, and no fol- 
dier allowed to leave his colours night or day, 

upoo 
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Book upon any pretence whatever ; that the country 
XXH. (hould be reconnoitred with the utmoft care; that 

Y2£"' they (hould take up their quarters every evening i 
confiderable time before fun-fet ; that the troops 
(hould ftand under their arms, till the intrencb- 
ments were completed ; and that their intrench- 
ments (hould be as ftrongly fortified, as if the ene- 
my were in fight. 

The duke fecured the execution of thefe orders, 
by the activity and vigilance which he exerted. Al- 
though he had many officers of high reputation under 
him, yet he refolved not to put implicit trull in any 
of them. From charts or maps, joined to the infor- 
mation which he received from the natives, he had 
acquired a thorough knowledge of the country 
through which he was to pafs- He heard in per- 
fon the reports of all the parties which he fcnt to 
reconnoitre; marked out the encampments with 
his own hand, and beftowed fuch particular atten- 
tion on every thing which he deemed of the Jeaft 
importance, that he left himfelf no other time for 
repofe, but the few hours between beating the re- 
veille, and the marching of the troops. 

In order to preferve his men frefh and vigorous 
for the time of a&ion, he marched gently for- 
wards ; and did not arrive at Meaux, which is ten 
leagues diftant from Paris, till the 23d of Au- 
guft. He was joined at Meaux by the duke dc 
Maycnne, with ten thoufand foot and one thou- 
fand five hundred horfe ; and from this place he 
fcnt intelligence to the befieged, that he hoped to 
be.able in a few days to relieve them. 

Diftrefsof Their patience was almoft exhaufted. They 

the Paris- j iac j b een f or ma ny days reduced to the molt d* 

plorable condition. Great numbers had died of 

want, or of difeafes occafioned by the unwhole- 

fome food to which they had been obliged to have 

recourfe -, 
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courfe ( and though their bigotry made them Book 
11 entertain the thoughts of a furrender with ***** 
irror, it had required the utmoft vigilance on the ^TJCJ^ 
ut of the governor, to prevent it from taking 5 
ace. They believed it to be impoffible for them 
hold out even for the few days, at the end of 
hich the duke of Parma had given them hopes of 
' his arrival. Of this defperate fituation, their 
iders did not fail to inform him * nor did he de- 
y advancing towards them one moment longer 
an was neceflary in order to fecure a fortunate 
iie to his enterprize. 

Henry had for feveral weeks entertained the Henry rair« 
oft fanguine hopes of being able to terminate the 11 * 1 * 6 *' 
jge before the duke could arrive b . He was now 
ctremely chagrined and mortified, and was at the 
me time thrown into great perplexity, with 
fpedfc to the meafures proper to be purfued. Un- 
iUing to quit his prize, when he was upon the 
)int of feizing it, he would gladly have divided 
s army, and leaving a part of it to continue the 
ockade, have led the reft to meet the enemy, 
ut as it had lately differed great diminution by 
Jcnefs, he apprehended that he would find fuf- 
:ient employment for the whole, in defending 
imfelf againft the Spaniards. After much hefi- 
ttion he raifed the fiege, and fet out to oppofe the 
uke of Parma, before he fhould approach nearer 
le town c . 

Having advanced as far as Chelles (which lie* 
x>ut four leagues diftant from Paris) he pitched 
is camp in a fpacious plain, which is terminated 
f two hills of a gentle afcent, feparated from 
ich other by the road that leads to Meaux. The 
uke of Parma's army was encamped on the other 
de of thefe hills, and was well fecured by ftrong 

intrench- 

* It bad lifted four months. 

< Hit army amounted to twenty tkoufand foot and firt 
koufand horfe. 
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Book in frenchmen ts # In this fituation the two armies 
m x ^ 11, remained for feveral days. The duke did not now 
l ~^r uJk lie under the fame neceflity as before, of precipi- 
tating his approach to Paris, becaufe the citizens 
having ventured, after the king's departure, to 
make excurfions into the'country, had furnifhed 
themfelves with fomc provifions from the places 
adjacent ; and the king durft not attack fuch ftrong 
intrenchments, defended by an army fuperior in 
number to his own. But being eager to engage, 
and dreading the daily diminution of his forces 
from the ficknefs which prevailed among them, 
Henry fent a defiance to the duke of Mayenne, 
calling upon him to quit his den, in which he lay 
more like a fox than a lion, that the conteft be- 
tween them might be decided, and an end put to 
the calamities of the kingdom, 

^the'dXe Mayenne fent the herald who brought this 
of p»raa. C challenge to the duke of Parma, who anfwered 
fmiling, that his prefent condudt he perceived, 
was not agreeable to the king; but that he had 
been accuftomed to fight, only when he himfelf 
thought proper, and not when it was convenient 
for his enemies ; and he added, that far from de- 
clining battle, he would offer it as foon as the in- 
tereft of the caufe which he had come to fupport, 
fhould render it expedient. Agreeably to the fpi- 
rit of this reply, Farnefe kept his army within 
their lines for two days longer ; during which time 
he was employed in examining the fituation of the 
country, and in confidering how he might accom- 
plifh the end of his expedition, without hazarding 
an engagement. Having at length fixed his plan 
of operations, without communicating it to the 
duke de Mayenne, or any other of his officers, he 
gave out, that he now intended to offer battle. Of 
the van, which confided of two fquadrons of lances, 
with all the light horfe in his army, he gave the 

commancj 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 

command to the marquis De Renti, with inftruc- 
tions, that as foon as he fhould reach the top of 
the interjacent hill, he fhould fpread out his troops, 
and make as large a front as poflible ; and then be- 
gin to defcend flowly towards the enemy, but not 
to engage without further orders, whatever pro- 
vocation fhould be given him. He committed 
the charge of the main army to the duke de 
Mayenne, and that of the rear to the Sieur de la 
Mothe ; while he refcrved liberty to himfelf, to 
ride from one part of the army to the other, as 
occafion (hould require. 

When the king was informed of this difpofiti- 
on and movement of the Spanifh army, he could 
not doubt that the duke had at length refolved to 
try the fortune of a battle. His eyes fparkled with 
joy. He drew up his army in battle array, with 
the utmoft celerity and (kill ; but refolved to wait 
till the enemy (hould defcend to the plain, where 
he might enter the lifts with them on equal terms. 

When the van of the Spanirti army had formed 
fo large a front, as totally obftrudted the view of 
every thing behind them, the duke commanded 
De Renti to flop, and to wait for the king, in cafe 
he (hould think fit to afcend the hill . Then clap- 
ping fpurs to his horfe, he galloped back to the 
duke de Mayenne, who was advancing with the 
main army, and taking him by the hand, he faid 
with a cheerful animated countenance. " Paris 
will foon be delivered now, my lord ; but for this 
purpofe we muft turn back, and diredt our march 
to another quarter." He then defired both Mayenne 
and La Mothe to march towards Lagny, a town 
on the other fide of the Marne, and inftrudted 
them to take poffeffion of the ground on this fide, 
directly oppokte to die town, and to employ all 

their 
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Book their troops in drawing ftrong lines of circumvat 
^J^li^ lation round their camp. 

«S9°- Thesb orders were executed with great expe- 
dition. A battery of the largeft cannon was plant- | 
ed over againft the town ; and the camp was for- 
tified in fuch a manner with trenches, breaft- works, 
and redoubts, as to render it impregnable. 

When this was done, the marquis De Renti, 
who for fevcral hours had amufed the enemy with 
hopes that he intended to come down from the 
hill, began to file off towards Lagny ; after hav- 
ing planted a body of feledt troops, under an offi- 
cer of the name of Bafta, in certain woody parts 
t>f the hill, to fecure his retreat. 

The king in the mean time knew nothing of 
what had paffed on the other fide of the hill ; and 
when he faw the marquis De Renti depart, he 
fent a detachment after him to attack his rear, and 
if pofliblc to difcover the duke's defign. But this 
detachment fell unexpectedly among the Spanifh 
troops under Bafta ; and a furious rencounter en- 
fued, which continued with various fuccefs till 
night, when both parties retired to their refpe&ive 
camps. The king remained all night entirely ig- 
norant of the operations of the enemy. He could 
not fuppofe that Farnefe, a general fo diftinguiih* 
ed for his caution, would attempt to tranfport his 
forces over the Marne, in order to advance to Pa- 
ris, on the other fide of that river, while fo ftrong 
a fortified pafs as Lagny lay behind him. And it 
was flill more difficult to believe, that in the face 
of fuch an army as lay ready to attack him, he 
would undertake the fiege of Lagny ; efpecially 
as the river lay between him and that place. It 
was the laft of thefe meafures however, on which 
the duke of Parma had refolved ; and all his 

movements 
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movements £■ Ac arv aerre bad ^ ktt ta> » ^ 5 * * * 
order to uua. fnran a Ner: =ktiiC£; r^ *> rs=: ^* E _ 
received inidjigcacs of be -i-^g- ,. d;^ » :jc --* 
mortifictfne o percn>e thai rz wbs hr* :oi r.s 
power to pierazt act noes zasry^z -i nr *xr:u- 
tioa. Oa tact band he wti perpci*i *- :r_ -_w- 
mountabk dficaras. Tae f^-t^c*r;c5 rf r>c 
Spanifh annv »ers airesiT & CT:?t?;, tSi: be 
could not iizjtck ihsn wvj: ibs ~i.t:: h.-pes ;t 
fuccefs. If he fbocjd rrmrn wxzt he tis, L«£- 
ny would cenai'K" be jc£, *=d thereby a i *»vg ? 
to Paris opened oc die c~w fcde of the "er ; ir.J 
if he (hould tram'port fc*s ar^sy, b order to fare 
Lagny, the duke wculd ihen be at Bbeitv r? march 
dire&ly by the road on this fide to the itiief of the 
befieged. 

There was no other expedient in his power, 
but, while he remained in his prelent fituancr:, to 
fend reinforcements from time to tiiae to the garri- 
fbn of Lagny. 

The duke of Parma mean while pufhed for- H * **« 
ward the liege of that place with the utmoil celerity ^ a * 
and vigour ; having, as already mentioned, plant* 
ed a battery on this fide of the river, he opened 
it next morning, and foon laid a great part of the 
wall in ruins. The garrifon however (till believed 
themfelvestobe focure,as the river was between them 
and the enemy ; but die duke had thrown a bridge 
of boats over it fome miles above the town, and 
had already tranfported feveral thouiands of his 
braveft troops. Thefe troops were ready to mount 
the breach as foon as it was made practicable. In 
thefirft aflault they were repulfed with great brave- 
ry by the garrifon, but an error in military disci- 
pline, committed by La-fin, the governor, quickly 
decided the fateof Lagny. lnftead of relieving thole 
who had fuftained the firft aflault,by changing them 
file by file, according to an eftablilhed rule in the 

defence 
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Book defence of places, he attempted to do it all at 
***i* once, and thereby threw his men into confufion. 
15go This blunder was perceived by the aflailants, who 
returned inftantly to the charge with redoubled 
fury, and after taking La-fin himfelf prifoner, put 
moil of the garrifon to the fword, while the king 
flood a forrowful fpedtator of the lofe of the place, 
and the (laughter of his men. 

Relief of After the taking of Lagny, no other obftacle 
Pt^,,, remained to prevent the Spaniards from approach- 
ing Paris on that fide of the river, but the garri- 
fons at the bridges of St. Maur and Charenton. 
Thefe were eafily overcome, and the convoys with 
provifions advanced without moleflation to the gates 
of the city. The joy of the Parifians on this oc- 
cafion may be more eafily imagined than defcribed; 
they poured forth in multitudes to receive that 
food of which they flood fo much in need, and 
every tongue celebrated in the highefl drains the 
praifes of their deliverer. 

Error of the jsJo perfon admired more that dexterity by which 
French mo- ^ e ^^ ^ Parma had accomplifhed his defign, 
than the king himfelf ; but his generous fpirit was 
feverely mortified, and he had the greater reafon 
for the chagrin which he felt on this occafion ; be- 
caufe, if, inftead of encamping his army at Chelles, 
he had followed the counfel of the wife La Noue, 
and advanced as far as Claye, Lagny might have 
been faved, and the Spanifti army fo long retarded, 
that the Parifians muft have thrown themfelves up- 
on his mercy. 

Henry's uneafinefs was greatly augmented 
when he confidered, that at prefent it wasimpoffi- 
ble for him by any bold decifive flroke to retrieve 
his error. He knew it to be vain to entertain the 
hopes of forcing the duke of Parma, now when the 
end of his expedition was accompliftied, to expofe his 

troops 
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troops to the rifle of a battle. His own army was 
greatly weakened by ficknefs, and the fatigues of a 
Ions campaign. All the country round being laid ' 
wafte, he began to feel a fcarcity of provifions; IS9 °" 
his exchequer was exhaufted, and many of his no- 
bility and gentry, who ferved at their own ex- 
pence, having no farther expectations this feafon 
of either fubduing Paris, or compelling the ene- 
my to engage, were impatient to depart. Deter* 
mined by thefe motives, he retired to St. Dennis, 
and having dilbanded the greateft part of his for- He difandi 
ces, he fent the nobility to provide for the fecurity to •"■*• 
of the feveral provinces in which their intereft lay, 
retaining only a flying army of his belt troops, 
with which he intended during the winter to check 
the progrefs of the enemy. 

This little army was not fb formidable as to siege of 
prevent the duke of Parma from undertaking CorbciL 
whatever enterprize he ftiould incline. At the de- 
lire of Mayenne, and the other heads of the league, 
he laid fiege to Corbeil ; and notwithftanding the 
moft obftinate refiftance, he took it by alfault, 
but not till he had fpent many days in the fiege, 
and loft a great number of men. 

Being defirous to preferve in his own hands an 
acquifition which had cod him fo dear, he propos- 
ed to the leaders of the league to put in Corbeil a 
garrifon of his Walloon or Italian forces. By this 
propofal perhaps he meant only to make trial of 
their difpofition towards the catholic king ; or, 
confidering how averfe he himfelf had ever been 
from his prefent expedition, he intended to make 
Philip fcnfible of the difficulty of deriving any 
fuhftantial advantage from taking fo deep an inte- 
reft in the affairs of France. 

Whatever was his motive, Mayenne, and the 
other leaders, declined confenting to his propofal, 
and in their refufal gave him a clear difcovery 

Vol. II. X of 
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Book of their jealoufy and fufpicion. This difcovery 
XXIL confirmed him in his opinion, that matters were 
^n^ 1 Sir from being ripe for the execution of Philip's 
defigns, and that probably he (hould never be able 
to accompli fh them by any other means than by 
protracting the war, till the ftrength and patience 
of the contending parties were exhaufted. This 
plan had, as mentioned above, been recommend- 
ed to Philip by the duke himfclf ; and conforma- 
bly to it, he refolved, fince neither party was in 
immediate danger of being overpowered, to return 
to the Netherlands. Other motives concurred in 
determining him to form this resolution ; the in- 
clemency of the feafon, the ficklinefs of his ar- 
my, die want of money, and a fcarcity of provi- 
sions ; which laft was (o great, as made it necefia- 
ry for him fometimes to luffer his troops to plun- 
der the inhabitants, -although he forcfaw that his 
granting this permiffion muft not only prove preju- 
dicial to his difcipline, but contribute likewife to 
alienate the affections of the people, and thereby 
to obftrutt his mailer's views. 

The catholic leaders, who had expedted that he 
would have remained in France till the king was 
totally fubdued, laboured with much importunity 
to divert him from his purpofe ; but all their argu- 
ments were ineffe&ual. The (late of affairs in the 
Netherlands, he informed them, rendered his re- 
turn indifpenfably neceflary, but he would fend 
them money, and leave fuch a number of troops 
as would enable them to profecute the war. Nei- 
ther the money d nor troops c which he promifed 
were anfwerable to the fanguine expedtations which 
they had formed. They few that Philip, notwith- 
ftanding the feeming zeal with which he had 

efpoufed 

<* Thirty thoufand ducats. 

c Between five and fix thoufand. 
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efpoufed their caufr, was furely actuated by fome Book 
private motive of ambition ; that there was no- ^^Hj 
thing farther from his intention than to bring the 
war to a conclufion, and that he would never con- 5 ™' 
tribute effedtually to their gaining a viftory over 
their enemies, unlefs he himfelf were to reap the 
fruits of it. They found it neceffary however to 
conceal their fufpicions, and to accept of the fcan- 
ty fupply of money and troops which the duke 
had offered. Farnefe in the mean time was pre- 
paring for his march > and, as he could not doubt 
that Henry would give him all the annoyance in 
his power, he employed the fame precautions as he 
had done formerly when he left the Netherlands. 
Having drawn up his army in four divifions, he 
marched always in the order of battle : the coun- 
try through which he paffed was diligently recon- 
noitred by the light horfe, and his camp was every 
evening fecured by ftrong intrenchments. 

Notwithstanding thefe precautions, the The duke 
king was determined not to fuffer him to return un-^ ^^ 
molefted. With this intention he had brought a Undt. 
feledt body of troops to Compeigne, near the bor- 
ders of Picardy, and he fet out with them from 
that place, as foon as he got information of the 
enemy's route, inflamed with the defire of taking 
vengeance for the injuries he had received. Henry 
had full fcope in the prefent fcene of aftion for his 
wonted bravery and vigilance, nor did he fuffer 
any opportunity to efcape of exerting thefe qua- 
lities with fignal damage to the enemy. Hover- 
ing perpetually round them, he attacked them 
fometimes in the front, when they lead expedtcd 
it, fometimes in the flank, and fometimes in the 
rear, giving them no refpite night or day, and 
filling their minds with continual apprehenfions 
and alarms. 

X z No 
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Bo o e No general could have made greater efforts with 
J™~ ~ fo finall a force ; and if the Spaniards had been 

i coo. commanded by a general left diftinguiftied than 
the duke of Parma for prudence and circumfpec- 
- tion, it is impoffible, confidering the length of 
their march, the badnefs of the roads, and the 
feafon of the year, but they muft have been often 
thrown into confufion, and the greater part of 
them {feftroyed. But the duke's vigilance was 
not inferior to the activity of the king * while he 
was perpetually on his guard, and ever ready to 
aflift whatever part of his army was attacked, he 
fuffered no provocation to divert him from the pro- 
fecution of his march ; and at laft he brought his 
troops, though not without confiderable loft, yet 
in good order, into the province of Hainault*. 



PART n. 

Afeiftor npHE duke of Parma, on his return to die 
cSwiuici. ■"* Netherlands, found that all the unhappy con- 
ferences which he foretold had arifen from his 
abfence. Having drained his finances by the 
French expedition, many of the troops left in the 
Low Countries had mutinied on account of their 
want of pay. The forces of the confederated 
ftates had over-run the fertile provinces of Brabant 
and Flanders ; and prince Maurice having made 
himfelf mafter of a great number of the fmaller 
towns upon the frontier, had paved the way for 
future conquefts. 

These misfortunes gave the duke of Parma the 
greater uneafinefs, as he had little profpedt of be- 
ing able foon either to retrieve his lodes, or to 

make 

f D' Avila, lib. xi. Bentivoglio, part ii. lib, t. Thuaous, 
lib. xcix. fed. vi. and vii. 
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make reprifals on the enemy. Finding by his in- 
ftrudtions from the court of Spain, that Philip waJs 
as much intoxicated as ever with his ambitious 
views on France, he was obliged to ftation the 
greateft part of his troops in the province of Artois 
and Hainault, where they might be ready to march, 
if necefTary, to the afliftance of the league. And 
thus feveral of the mod important towns, which 
lay next to the revolted provinces, being badly fur- 
nifhed with garrifons to defend them, were expoP 
cd an eafy prey to the enemy. The confederates 
were too fagacious not to difcern the advantage 
which was thus prefented to them : whereas they 
had, till lately, been fatisHed with defending their 
frontier, which they had done with much anxiety, 
and often without fuccefs ; they now took courage 
from the diftradtions in which Philip's prepofterous 
ambition had involved him, and rcfolved to exert 
themfelves with vigour in carrying on an offenfive 
war. 

The year 1591 had juft begun, when colonel Prince M»a- 
Norris led out the garrifon of Oftend, which had rtcc fubdo "' 
been reinforced by troops from England ; and hav- 
ing taken the fort of Blakemberg, between Oftend 
and Sluys, he laid a great part of Flanders open 
to his incurfions. Soon afterwards another party 
of the forces of the States furprifed the forts of 
Turnhout and Wefterlo, in Brabant. But thefe 
conquefts were inconfiderable when compared with 
thofe of prince Maurice, who having put his troops 
in motion, as early as the feafon would permit, 
opened the campaign with the fiege of Zutphen, zutphen, 
and foon compelled the garrifon to fur ren- 
der. 

From this place he led his army againft Deven- ™* Deven- 
ter, a town of (till greater importance than Zut- ter ' 
phen. Deventer had been, as above related, be- 
trayed to the Spaniards by Sir William Stanly ; 

and 
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Book an d Maurice was earneftly folicited to undertake 
XX11 ' the fiege of it, at this time, by colonel Vere, who 

^TcgT^ was fi rec ^ w ' t ' 1 ^ e g e nerous ambition of wiping out 
the reproach which Stanly's treachery had brought 
upon his countrymen. Vere difplayed in this fiege 
all that bravery and conduft, for which he is fo 
highly celebrated by the cotemporary hiftorians ; 
and next to Maurice, who conduced the attack 
with confummate prudence, he principally contri- 
buted to the redudlion of the place. It was vigo- 
roufly defended by the count de Berg, coufin-ger- 
man to the prince ; but the count being grievoufly 
wounded, and the wall on that fide where Vere 

lothjune. commanded laid in ruins, the garrifon capitulated 
in a few days after opening the trenches, and the 
inhabitants returned under obedience to the States 1 . 

The duke of Parma in the mean time laid fiege 
to the foi^ of Knotzenberg, which Maurice had 
built in the end of the preceding year. By this 
fort, the confederates commanded the navigation 
of the river, and gave fuch annoyance to Nime- 
guen, as made the duke extremely uneafy about 
the fate of that important city. In order to con- 
ceal his defign, he directed his march firft towards 
the fort of Schenck. But Maurice was net de- 
ceived by this feint, and had taken care to ftrength- 
en the garrifon of Knotzenberg with an addition 
of fome chofen troops. 

He defeats The duke therefore met with the mod vigorous 
horfer m refiflance, and loft a great number ot his men ; 
(till, however, he perfifted in the fiege. Maurice, 
dreading his fucceis, relinquifhed a fcheme which 
he had formed for the reduction of Groningen, 
and having paifed the Waal, he pitched his camp 
within fight of the enemy. As he did not poflfefs 

fuf- 
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fufficient force id attack riser fr*T , bt "aieaS si 
only to encourage the errjbc bf hs-pr 
or to ftraiten the dike's csc^er^ xrd as ti: 
his convoys. Many fidrxd&s p»fi»* »^fi tbtchs 
fucceis, till Maurice at fcrgrr yiezd ari -sppem- 
nity of putting in practice cac fednnrnse fcxagg : 
Having planted an anabcih cc nrs bnr^i rrxes, 
he marched up to the aaemv* ass?- irrsrrtt zrc 
count Soimes and cofaoei Vcre^ it oe i»f of 
fome companies of bore. Tbe dike Jea crc^rr- 
fpedt and cautious oc t!ns oco£cc rst* :rsa!» 
fent out ten companies cf Spa-rfc and I ajar. ir,ryt 
to attack him. A fierce mcccztrr c^:*bcd.. Agrte- 
ably to orders, the price's tricfs yxn nrr^d 
their backs and Bed. T»e roaHfis pc^f^ed »:i 
ardour, till they had patted a ~a.-rw defiSs asd a 
bridge, when Miotics return:::? fiddcr.Iy to the 
charge, and the £>!diers in amboih peering in up- 
on them from both fides, their return to the camp 
was intercepted, and almcft all of them were put 
to the fwerd or taken pnfocers. 

This difafter afflicted the duke of Parma 
in the mod fenfible manner ; a great cumber of 
the officers who fell were his countrymen, mar.y 
of whom were perfons of rank, in whofe fortune 
he was particularly intcrefted. He perceived thar, 
if he remained in his prefent G mat ion, he muft 
find it extremely difficult, from the diminution of 
his cavalry, to fupply his army with provifions, and 
he had not as yet made any confiderable progrefs 
in the fiege. 

He would ftill however have profecuted his en- 
terprize, if he had not been obliged to delift from 
it by orders which he received from Philip, to adt 
only on the defensive in the Netherlands, and to 
fpare his troops as much as poffible for another ex- 
pedition 
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*° * * pedition into France. Maurice hoped to hate 
l _ M -^ i gained fome advantage over Farnefe in his retreat 
1591. from Knotzenberg ; but both m this, and in hi* 
paflage over the Waal, fuch wife precautions were 
employed, as rendered it impoffible for the prince 
to annoy him ; while they filled that young hero 
with the higheft admiration of the duke of Par- 
ma's (till, and furnifhed him with important lef- 
fbns in the military art, which he put in practice 
on many occafions afterwards with fignal glory and 
fuccefs. 

2^5**" Having paffed the river, and put his troops 
Hold, in fafety, the duke ordered new levies to be made 
in Germany, Burgundy, and the fouthern pro- 
vinces of the Netherlands ; after which, he went, 
on account of his indifpofition, to drink the waters 
at Spa. He had no fooner fet out, than prince 
Maurice having embarked four thoufand foot and 
fix hundred horfe, made a fudden defcent on that 
part of Flanders caHed the county of Waes, and 
inverted the town of Hulft. Mondragone, the go- 
vernor of Antwerp, loft no time in drawing toge- 
ther fuch forces as were ftationed in the neighbour- 
ing places, with an intention to raife the fiege. 
But Maurice having pierced the dykes, had laid 
the country under water, and rendered it impoffi- 
ble for Mondragone to approach. Agreeably to the 
intelligence which had induced the prince to en- 
gage in his prefent enterprize, the garrifon of Hulft 
was weak, and they were badly furnifhed both 
with provifions and military ftores. Their defence 
therefore was fpiritlefs and feeble, and they foon 
agreed to a furrender. 

indNime. From Hulft, Maurice returned unexpectedly 
6Uen ' to Knot2cnberg ; and as there was no Spanifh ar- 
my near, he threw a bridge over the Waal, and laid 
fiege to Nimeguen. The garrifon, confiding of Ger- 
mans and Walloons, made feveral (allies to retard his 

approach - t 
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pproach ; and, if they had been feconded by the Book 
ownfmen, the reduction of a place of fo great ex- J^j^j 
ent and ftrength as Nimeguen, muft have detained V-- "^7"^ 
iim long. But he had for fome time paft held a ,5 
beret correfpondence with fome of the principal in- 
tabitants, and the people in gpncral were extreme- 
f difaffa&ed to the Spanifti government. They 
00k courage now, when Maurice was at hand to 
upport them, and having rifen tumultuoufly, re- 
[uired the garrifon, in the moft peremptory man- 
er, to put an end to their calamities by a furren- 
ler of the town. The garrifon, confeious of their 
lability to refift both the citizens and the enemy, 
omplied with their requeft ; and Maurice was re- 
eived by them rather as their deliver from flavery, 
han as a conqueror by whofe arms they had been 
iibdued. They were admitted to the fame privi- 
eges as the other towns of the confederacy ; and 
Jthough the adminiftration was put into the hands 
>f the proteftants, yet no punilhment was inflicted 
>n any of the catholics, 1>y whom the city had 
>een kept fo long unde/ die Spanifti government. 

After this important acquifition, Maurice fet 
mt for the Hague, and received there the moft 
lattering teftimonies of gratitude, attachment, and 
efpedt. The prudence with which his enter- 
>rizes had been concerted, and the celerity and vi- 
gour with which he had carried them into cxecu- 
ion, filled all Europe with his renown, and gave 
its countrymen the moft fanguine hopes of future 
>rofperity and fuccefs. 

Their condition was extremely different at thissute of tht 
>eriod from what it had ever been fince the confe- confe4ertc7 ' 
ieracy had been formed : till lately they had expe- 
ienced an uninterrupted courfe of calamities ; they 
lad been perpetually difturbed with inteftine broils, 

and 
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*° ° * and had lived under continual anxiety, occafiooed 
J^Jj pardy by the neighbourhood of their a&tve enter- 
1591. F^ in g enem y» and partly by the perfidious defigns 
of thofe whom they had intrufled with the reigns 
of government. But their domeftic diflenfioos woe 
now compofed ; the enemy was removed to a great- 
er diflance, and their frontier was formed either 
by towns ftrongly fortified, or by navigable riven, 
in which they could avail themfelves of the fupeii* 
ority of their naval force. They were no longer 
difquteted by fufpicions of the fidelity of their 
governors, and the lots which they had fuffered by 
the death of the prince of Orange, was compen- 
fated by the extraordinary merit of his (on. 

ifo»cba£» But there was nothing which contributed (0 
9 much to infpire them witn their prefenc hopes, as 
their knowledge of Philip's attention being ftill as 
much engrafted as ever with the affairs of France. 
In profecution of his plan for acquiring the fove- 
rcignty of that kingdom, by fomenting the war, 
he had, after the duke of Parma raited the fiege 
of Paris, afforded the leaders of the league only 
fuch affiftance as was neceflary to fave them from 
being overwhelmed. Their power was at this 
time exceedingly reduced, while that of the king 
had received a proportional augmentation. By his 
bravery and good condudt, joined to his clemency 
and moderation, Henry had allured great numbers 
of his rebellious fubjcdls to their duty; and had, at 
the fame time, engaged the proteflants in Germa- 
ny, and the queen of England, to intereft them- 
felves more deeply than ever in his caufe. For fe- 
veral months paft he had been abfolute matter of 
the field, and he had lately begun the fiege of 
Rouen, with an army amounting nearly to thirty 
thoufand horfe and foot. Both the town and gar* 
rifon were commanded by the Sieur dc Villars, 
who difplayed the higheft degree of intrepidity, 
vigilance, and fkill in the defence. But there was 

little 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 315 

little probability of his being able to defend it long Book 
again ft fo powerful an army, whofe operations XX *1" f 
were conducted by fo great a mafter in the art of ^Tqu 
war. 

The duke dc Mayenne,and other catholic lead- siege of 
ers, dreaded, that the redudtion of fo important a Roueo * 
place as Rouen would prove fatal to their party, 
and they had exerted themfelves ftrenuoufly to re- 
lieve it ; but having no army, with which they 
could venture to enter the lifts with the king, they 
had recourfe as formerly to Philip, and fpared no 
pains to convince him, that, if he did not fpeedily 
mterpofe, Rouen, and all the other towns in their 
pofleiFion muft, ere long fubmit to the king's 
victorious arms. They were feconded in their ap- 
plication by the Spanifti minifters in France -, and 
in confequence of inftrudtions fent from Madrid to 
the duke of Parma, that general, after his return 
from Spa, had been entirely occupied in preparing 
to lead his army a fecond time to the affiftance of 
the league. 

His preparations were finiftied about the middle Duke <* 
of December, and on the 21ft of that month be-^££" 
gan his march, taking the fame precautions as in <niion into 
his former expedition. He was joined by the duke Frt0CC ' 
de Mayenne in the Province of Picardy, and his 
army, after the reinforcement brought him by the 
duke, amounted to five and twenty thoufand foot 
and fix thoufand horfe. 

As in order to preferve his troops frefti and vi- 
gorous, he marched only a few miles each day, 
it was near the end of January before he reached 
the province of Normandy. At that time the fiege 
of Rouen was far advanced, and the garrifon was 
reduced to the laft extremity. When the king 
therefore heard of the duke of Parma's approach, 
he could not refolve to relinquifh his enterprife ; 

but 




HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

but he left his infantry to profecute the fiege, and 
advanced towards the duke with, his cavalry, 
in hopes that, by haraffing and retarding him oq 
his march, the garrifon would be obliged to capi- 
tulate before he could arrive. 

Danger of j$ Y his vigilance, intrepidity and quick difcero* 
A^IIie! ment, Henry was admirably fitted for the bold 
and dangerous enterprife in which he was now en- 
gaged ; but his impetuous courage was not always 
under the government of prudence, and betrayal 
him fometimes into rafh and defperate attempts, 
more becoming an officer of inferior rank, than a 
general or a king. Of this he gave a (Inking proof 
in his condudt on the prefent occafion. Having 
advanced before the reft of the cavalry with three 
or four hundred horfe, lie met uncxpedkedly, near 
the town of Aumale, with the forerunners of the 
duke of Parma's army, and he repulfed them with 
little difficulty ; but although the whole Spanifli 
army was in fight, he would not retire till he had 
taken a view of the order of their march, nor even 
after he faw the duke's light horfe advancing to- 
wards him. With thefe likewife he encountered, 
and fought long and defperately, till many of his 
troops had fallen by his fide, and he himfelfwas 
wounded. Had not the duke of Parma fufpe&ed 
an ambufcade, he might eafily have cut off the 
king's retreat. He was urged by Mayenne to fend 
forward more troops for that purpofe ; but he re- 
futed to comply with the duke's requeft; and 
when he was afterwards reminded of the opportu- 
nity which he had loft, he replied, that he could 
not reproach himfelf for his condudt, as he fup- 
Poftd that, in the king of Navarre, he had a 
great general to contend with, and not merely the 
captain of a troop of horfe. 

Henry was no fooner able, after his wound, 
to get on horfeback, than he refumed his firft de- 
fign of anroying the enemy on their march ; and 
this he did with more circumfpe&ion than before, 

but 
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t with fuch indefatigable vigour and aftivity, as Book 
pt the duke of Parma in perpetual alarms. Se- XX,I# 
ral warm rencounters pafled, in which the ^T^oTT* 
xtk was various. The duke's vigilance, and the 
rfedt difcipline which he maintained, preferv- 
his army from fuftaining any great calami- 
His march however was confiderably retard- 
9 and there was much reafon to apprehend, that 
t befieged would be compelled to furrender be* 
re he could advance to their relief. 

Nothing lefs than the intrepidity and (kill of s P irit " ,co *' 
liars could have protradted the fiege to fo great u"^ 
ength. This brave man, far from having any 
aughts of capitulating, afpired to the glory of 
fing the fiege without the affiftance of the Spa- 
irds. With this view he refolved to take advan- 
ce of die abfence of the king, and to exert at 
ce his whole force in an attack on the befiegers. 
ever was attack condufted with more intrepidity 
id vigour. Great numbers of the royalifts were 
it to the fword ; the marflial de Biron, their 
rnmander in chief, was wounded 5 their trenches 
•re filled up ; many of their cannon were fpik- 
I, or buried in the ditch ; and their ftores of 
ovifion and ammunition were either carried into 
e town or deftroyed. Villars was at laft repulfed, 
d obliged to retire within the walls ; but not till 
e enemy had fuffered fo much lofs by the flaugh- 
r which he committed, and the deftrudtion of 
eir works and (lores, that he expected to be able 
defend the town for feveral months longer, if 
sgsrrifon were reinforced. 

Of this happy change in his fituation, Villars 
tve immediate notice to the duke of Parma, and 
[vifed him to turn his arms to fome other quarter, 
here they might be employed with greater ad- 
mtage to the common caufe. It was fufpe&ed, 
at vanity had considerable influence in prompting 

Villars 
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B ° *},* ^^rs to 8* vc *' s a( *vice. The duke was withia 
3v2i two ^ a y. s raarc h °f Rouen when he received it, 
l$9Ia and he immediately called a council of war to con- 
fider of what was proper to be done. 

He was himfelf of opinion, that he ought ftiD 
to purfue his march, in order to attack the enemy 
before they had recovered from their confufion; 
and he obferved, that if he fhould only (end t 
reinforcement to the garrifon, as the governor had 
defired, the king of Navarre would inftantly re- 
new the operations of the fiege, and probably ex- 
ert himfelf with greater vigour than before, fiat 
the duke de Mayenne and the other French nobility, 
lefs bold on this occafion than the duke of Parma, 
reprcfented, that notwithftanding the difafter which 
had befallen the royalifts, it would be extremely 
dangerous to attack them in their intrenchments 
whilft their cavalry were fo numerous ; that when 
the nobility who ferved without pay, and were al- 
ready impatient under the length of the fiege, and 
the rigour of the feafon, faw that there was no 
profpedt of a battle, they would leave the camp, 
and retire to their refpedtive homes ; that the duke 
might then attack the king with the higheft pro- 
bability of fuccefs ; and that till then the troops 
might either be employed in fome other enterprise, 
or conduced to winter quarters, whence they 
might iffue forth frerti and vigorous, when a more 
advantageous feafon for adtion (hould arrive. Whe- 
ther Mayenne fpoke from convidtion on this oc- 
cafion, or from his dread of the duke of Parma's 
acquiring too great a fuperiority over the king, 
is doubtful. Farnefe was not entirely fatisfied 
with his reafoning, and could not approve of a 
refolution to negledt one favourable opportunity, 
on account of the uncertain expectation of an- 
other. But as the propofal was perfectly confid- 
ent with his plan of protracting the war, he 
complied with it ; and having fent eight hundred 

fclea 
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fcleft troops to reinforce the garrifon of Rouen, 
he led his army back to Picardy, and inverted the 
town of St. Efprit de Rue. ^T^T 

He had no fooner fet out, than the king applied 
himfelf with the utmoft diligence to the profecu- 
tion of the fiege of Rouen ; and as he received at 
this time a feafonable fupply of cannon and ammu- 
nition from the States of Holland, he was ena- 
bled to carry on his operations with greater fuccefs 
than ever. 

In a few weeks the garrifon was again reduced ™* fogeof 
to the mod critical Situation, and Villars, not- f^ 4 *" "*" 
withftanding the confidence, of which he had 
lately given fo ftrong a proof, was obliged to let 
the duke of Parma know, that if he did not re- 
turn to his relief before the twentieth of April, he 
would find it neceflary to give up the town. 
Mayenne was now as felicitous to perfuade the duke 
of Parma to lead his arm) again ft the king, as lie 
had been formerly reludtant and averfe. And the 
duke more readily yielded to his defire, as certain 
intelligence had been received, that, agreeably to 
Mayenne's prediction, the cavalry in the king's 
army did not at this time amount to more than the 
half of their former number. Having drawn 
off his troops from St. Efprit de Rue, he fet out 
without delay for Rouen, and proceeded with fo 
great expedition, that he performed the fame march 
in fix days, which had formerly coft him twenty. 

The king was equally difappointed and furprif- 
cd when he heard of his approach. He dreaded 
the danger to which his army would be expofed, 
if he remained in his prefent fituation, between fo 
brave a garrifon on the one hand, and the Spanilh 
army on the other ; and he would have gone to 
meet the duke of Parma at a diftance from the 
town ; but finding, upon an accurate review, of his 
troops, that they were greatly inferior in number to 
the enemy, he raifed the fiege, after it had lafted A ri| ^ 

for pi 
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for five months, and retired to Pont de l'Arche. 
with a refolution to wait there for the return ot 
his nobility. The duke of Parma in the mean 
time advanced in battle array, and entered Rouen 
in a kind of triumph. From Rouen he led his ar- 
my by the advice of Mayenne, and the other lea- 
ders of the league, agamft Caudebec; which it 
was thought neceflary to reduce, before the deli- 
verance of Rouen could be deemed complete. 

Duke of j N taking a review of the fortifications, and 
winded at marking the ground for batteries, which he did, 
caudebec as on other occafions, with his own hand, he re- 
ceived a wound by a mufket-ball, which entered 
his arm a little below the elbow, and pierced 
downward till it lodged in his wrift. Without any 
change in his voice or countenance, he continued 
to give his orders as before, nor could his fon and 
the other by-ftanders perfuade him to retire till he 
had inftru&ed them fully in his defigns. In order 
to difcover the courfe of the ball, his furgeon found 
it neceflary to make three different incifions ; and 
the pain occafioned by thtfe and the wound brought 
on a fever, which confined him to his bed for fe- 
veral days. This accident had almoft proved fatal 
to his army and to the league. The fiege of Cau- 
debec was condu&ed agreeably to his direction, 
and was foon brought to a conclufion ; but in un- 
dertaking this fiege, the duke had committed the 
only confiderable blunder which we meet with in 
the hiftory of his life. Caudebec lies in the penin- 
fula of Caux, which is formed by the Seine on the 
weft, and the feaand the river d'Eu,orBrefle, on 
the north and eaft. As the king, by pofTefling the 
towns of Eu, Arques, and Dieppe, commanded 
the entrance into Caux from the eaft, it was impof- 
fible for the army of the league to get out of 
it, but either by eroding the Seine, or return- 
ing fouthward the fame road by which they had 

come, 
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had entered the peninfula. In this way they might B ,?° K 
have efcaped, if they had attempted it in time ; ^^, 
and perhaps they would have done fo, had , 59I . 
it not been judged neceffary for the general's re- 
covery, that he fhould remain for feveral days at 
Caudbec. 

The king quickly perceived the advantage Thc Sr '■■ 
which was prefented to him, aiid exerted himfelf "A,. : /. 
with ardour to improve it. Having immediately Ca ^ 
after he had raifed the fiege of Rouen, difpatched 
meflengers to fummon his nobility to return to his 
camp, they had obeyed his fummons with their 
wonted alacrity; and in the fpace of a few days, 
his army was augmented to feventeen thou (and 
foot, and between kven and eight thoufand horfeu 
With this army he left Pont de L'Arche on the 30th 
of April, and arrived on the fame day within 
fight of the enemy, who had encamped at Yvetot, 
which lies at the diftance of three or four miles 
from Caudbec. 

Henry's firft care was to fortify his camp in 
fuch a manner, that it might not be in the power 
of the enemy to compel him to engage; and his 
next, to make himfelf matter of all the di -files 
through which they might attempt to force their 
paflage. Many hot rencounters happened, in which 
both parties gave confpicuous proofs of pr-Mcfa 
and intrepidity. The royalifts were frequently re 
pulfed from their ftations, and much blood was 
fpilt. But at laft they accomplifhed their ddign, 
and hemmed in the enemy fo clofely, that it wars 
no longer pfadticable for them to approach to .he 
outlet from the peninfula. In this fituation they 
remained a fortnight Their flock of provifiona 
was almoft fpent, ana Henry began to indulge thc 
flattering hope, that in a few days they would 
lay down their arms. 

Vol. II, Y Nothing 
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Book Nothing but the bold inventive genius of the 
XXII. dyke f p arma could have faved them from this 
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i 592. disgrace : he had erred when he had entered the 
Their P tf- peninfula, while fo vigilant an enemy as Henry 
s2n€°!t hc was f° nean Neither the importunity of the chiefs 
ctudbec of the league, nor his ignorance of the country, 
nor the hopes of finifhing his enterprize before the 
king could arrive, are entirely furacient to juftify 
his conduft. But he now fully atoned for his im- 
prudence in expofing his troops to fo great a rifle, 
by the extraordinary capacity and vigour which he 
exerted in their deliverance. 

As foon as he had recovered from the diftrefs 
occafioned by his wound, and taken a view of the 
pofition and ftrength of the enemy, he perceived 
that it would be in vain to attempt to force their 
lines ; and confequently that, there was no other 
way by which he could fave his army from capti- 
vity or ruin, but by tranfporting it over the river. 
To this expedient he refolved to have recourfe, 
and he communicated his defign to the duke de 
Mayenne, and fome others of his moft experienced 
officers, who all pronounced it to be impracticable. 
They . knew how difficult it was to pafs even the 
moft inconfiderable river in fight of an enemy, 
and they could not conceive it poilible for an army 
fo much encumbered with artillery and baggage, 
to pafs fo broad a river as the Seine at Caudbec, 
when not only a powerful enemy, fo vigilant as 
the king, but the Dutch (hips of war likewife, 
were prepared to obftrud their paflage. 

The duke was fully fenfible of all the difficul- 
ties with which his enterprize muft be attended, 
but as the urgent neceffity of his fituation would 
not fuffer him to relinquifti it, he perfifted in his 
refolution of attempting to carry it into execution. 

Having 
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Having firft cleared the river of the Durch Book 
(hips, by planting batteries along the banks, he 
ordered the Sieur de Villars to hold all the boars " 
and barks at Rouen in readinefs and to prepare :i 
number of rafts of ftrong beams fit for tranfport- 
ing the artillery. After this, taking advantage of 
a thick mift, on the 1 6th of May, he fent out 
his cavalry by day-break, as if he intended an at- 
tack, and while the enemy were thus amufcd, he 
drew offhis infantry from Yvetot to Caudbec. The 
cavalry followed ; and as foon as they had retired, 
the king advanced with all his forcts, having no 
fufpicion of the duke's defign, and wondering that 
he fhould have chofen to move his camp to a fitu- 
ation in which it was more confined and ftraitened 
than before. Henry (till thought of nothing but 
blocking up the paflfages, and fortifying his camp 
fo as not to be obliged to accept of battle. 

While the king was thus occupied, the duke 
employed a great number of pioneers in raifing 
two forts, one on each fide of the river, diredlly 
oppofite to each other, which he planted with can- 
non, and lined with mulketeers. To prevent the 
king from taking the alarm, he maintained al! the 
fame appearances as formerly, of a defign to en- 
large his quarters, and frequent (kirmifhes were 
fought. 

At lad every thing neceffary being prepared, 
the rafts and the boats (of which there was a 
great number at Rouen employed in the river 
trade) fell down with the ebbing tide, in the even- 
ing of the 20th of May ; and on the fame night 
the greateft part of the troops, artillery, and bag- 
gage was tranfported. The king perceiving early 
next morning a change in the appearance of the 
enemy's camp, fent the baron dc Biron to recon- 
noitre it. The baron returned immediately at full 
gallop, calling out, that the Spaniards were piif- 

Y 2 i:.g 
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Book ing the river. Henry fet out without delay, at 
* *j?* f the head of his cavalry. When he came in fight 
he had the mortification to obferve, that only two 
or three thoufand of the Spaniards remained on 
this fide, and that they were fo Ikilfully defended 
by the fort, that he could not approach them with- 
out facrificing the lives of many of his troops. He 
then planted his artillery on a hill which command- 
ed the paflage, and the Dutch (hips came up the 
river from Quillebeuf * but before the cannon were 
ready to fire, and before the Dutch were near 
enough to do execution, the rear of the Spaniards, 
condu&ed with much prudence by prince Rannu- 
cio, the duke of Parma's fon, had landed iafe on 
the other fide, and fet the boats on fire. 

Neither the king nor any of the French no- 
bility had ever fufpedted that fuch a retreat was 
poflible; and this circumftance, joined to the na- 
ture of the ground near Caudbec, which concealed 
the duke ofVarma's operations, contributed not a 
little to the fortunate iflue of his enterprife. Henry 
had for feveral days entertained the mod fanguine 
hopes of gaining a decifive viftory, which would 
probably have given him immediate pofleffion of 
his kingdom ; and his mortification now was in 
proportion to the confidence of his former expec- 
tations : it was the more fenfible and galling, as 
his infantry was fo much exhaufted by the hard- 
(hips of a tedious winter's campaign, that it was 
impoflible for him at prefent either to purfue the 
enemy, or to refume the fiege of Rouen. The 
duke de Mayenne entered this city with a part of 
the forces, and the duke of Parma directed his 
march towards the Netherlands, where he arrived 
in a few weeks without receiving any moleftation 
by the way h . 

While 

h D'Ayila, lib. xiil Bentiroglio, part il lib. ri. and 
Thuanus, ii'\ ciii. 
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While Philip thus kept alive the flames of o o k 
war in France, he had the good fortune to preferve ^**^\ 
his Spanifh dominions in a date of undifturbed ^7£^ 
tranquillity ; and as a kingdom in this fituation Hift .17 of 
furnifties few materials for hiftory, hardly any £°* oniol>t- 
tranfaltion pafled in Spain during feveral years r 
preceding the prefent period that deferves to be 
recorded ; but in the courfe of this year an affair 
happened which, while it marks the character, and 
(hews the fecret life of Philip, was attended with 
the mod ferious confequences. 

Having been engaged in a love intrigue with 
Anna Mendoza, princefs of Eboli ! , he had com- 
mitted the conduct of it to his fecretary Antonio 
Perez, who having frequent opportunities of con- 
verfing with that princefs, had become no lefs en- 
amoured of her than the king , and it was gene- 
rally believed that (he had made him a full return 
to the paflion which her beauty had infpired. / At 
the time when Antonio's correfpondence wfth the 
princefs was much talked of, Efcovedo, the friend 
and confident of Don John of Auftria, had arrived 
from the Netherlands, to folicit the king for the 
return of the Italian and Spanifh forces -, and find- 
ing the fecretary averfe from Don John's defigns, 
he refolved to take vengeance on him, by making 
a difcovery to the king of what was reported of 
Antonio's familiarity with the princefs of Eboli. 
Philip readily believed this intelligence, and con- 
ceived an implacable refentment againft the fecre- 
tary % but he was animated at the fame time with 
hatred no lefs implacable towards Efcovedo ; who, 
he believed, had fomented Don John's ambition, 
and would fooner or later engage that prince in 
fome defperate enterprife inconhftent with his al- 
legiance, 
i The wife of Ray Gomez de Silva. 
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legiance. Philip refolved to employ one of thefe 
men as the inftrument of his vengeance againft 
the other, and gave a private order to Perez to 
1592 have Etcovedo aflaffinated. This order was exe- 
cuted without delay, and foon afterwards a pro- 
fecution was begun againft the murderer, with 
Philip's permiflion, by the widow and children of 
Efcovedo. /Philip intended by this meafure to re- 
move nllTufpicionsof being acceflary to the mur- 
der. But dreading that Perez might, for his own 
exculpation, make a full difcovery, he wrote him 
feveral letters with his own hand, requiring that 
he would conceal the order which had been given 
him, and alluring him, that a ftop fhould foon be 
put to the profecution. It was (lopped accordingly ; 
and tilth ugh Perez was forbid to come to court 
himfc !f, he was allowed for fome years to tranfaft 
the feveral branches of public buflnefs which had 
I -b^en intruded to him, by his deputies or clerks. 
But no time could afluage the king's refentment : 
after fix years he commanded him to be tried for 
maivcrfation in the difcharge of his Office, and 
having ordered a fine of thirty ihoufand ducats to 
be impofed on him, he threw him into prifon, and 
loided him with chains. Perez was offered his li- 
berty, on condition that he fhould give up all the 
king's letters relative to the murder of Eicovedo. 
He delivered fome of them, and was releafed ; 
but Philip was no (boner in poficilion of the letters, 
than a new proceis on account of the murder was 
commenced. Perez was again thrown into prifon, 
and put to the torture ; and he now perceived, that 
nothing lefs tlvm his death was intended. With 
the aihftance of his wife and friends he efeaped, and 
fled to Arragon, his native country, where he ex- 
pt&ed to avail himfelf of the rights and privileges 
of the Arragonians. Philip no inouer heard of his el- 
enpe, than he difpatched certain officers after him, 
who overtook him in the town of Calataiude ; and 

having 
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having forced him from a monaftery, where he Boo * 
had taken refuge, conducted him to Saragofla. £^J 
When he arrived in that city, he appealed to the t ^ 2t 
Juftiza, to whom, according to a fundamental 
law of the constitution, an appeal was competent 
from every other judge whether civil or ecclefiafti- 
cal. 

B y the Juftiza Perez was lodged in the (late 
prifon, called the Manifeftation, to remain there 
till his caufe fhould be tried. But although no 
perfon could legally enter this prifon, without the 
fpecial permiflion of the Juftiza, the marquis of 
Almenar, the king's attorney for Arragon, broke 
into it with a body of armed men, and carried off 
Perez to the prifon of the inquifition. The peo- 
ple, who had ever been accuftomed to hold the per- 
fon and authority of the Juftiza in the higheft ve- 
neration, were inflamed with rage at this indigni- 
ty, and having rifen tumultuoufly, they refcued 
Perez from the inquifitors, furrounded the marquis 
of Almenar, and after reviling him as traitor to 
the liberty of his country, maltreated him in fuch 
a manner that he died foon afterwards of his 
wounds. 

Perez was again lodged in the prifon of ftate, 
and remained there for feveral months, during 
which time the governor, or viceroy, ordered thir- 
teen of the principal lawyers of Saragofla, to ex- 
amine whether the caufe belonged more properly 
to the Juftiza, or to the court of inquifition. After 
long deliberation they declared, that it would be 
a violation of the liberties of Arragon, if Perez 
were tried by any other judge than the Juftiza ; 
but afterwards, being either corrupted or intimi- 
dated, they reverfed this fentence, under the pre- 
tence of the prifoner's having held a fecret corref- 
pondence with the king of France, a heretic, and 
pronounced that it belonged to the inquifition to 
take cognizance of his caufe. 

The 
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Book The Juftiza paid no regard to this opinion of 

i^^l lr ^ e l aw y ers » ^ ut perfifted in defending the pri- 

i-o2. vileges of his office, and in refufing to deliver up 

3 " the prifoner. The viceroy had recourfe to force ; 

and having drawn together a great number of the 

familiars of the inquifition, he broke open the 

ftate prifon, loaded Perez with chains, and was 

carrying him off in a fort of triumph, when the 

E:ople rofe a fecond time, and fet him at liberty, 
e immediately left the town, and made his efcape 
into France, where he gave ufeful information to 
the king with regard to the defigns and measures 
of the court of Spain, 

Philip in the mean time refolved not tonegleft 
the opportunity which this fedition of the Arrago- 
nians afforded him, to fliew how little he regarded 
thofe rights and privileges of which they had (hewn 
themfelves fo tenacious. Having formed an army 
of the troops which were quartered in different 
parts of Caftile, he gave the command of it to 
Alphonfo Vargas, with inftru&ions to march to 
Saragofla with the utmoft expedition ; and to pre- 
vent the A rragonians from preparing for refiftance, 
he gave out that this army was intended to aflift 
the catholics in France. The Arragonians how- 
ever having received certain intelligence of his de- 
fign, began to prepare for their defence. Lanufa, 
the Juftiza, having convened the principal inhabit- 
ants, and read to them a fundamental law of their 
conftitution, by which it is declared, that they 
have a right to oppofe by force the entrance of fo- 
reign troops into Arragon, even though the king 
himfelf fhould lead them, it was decreed with una- 
nimous confent, that conformably to this law they 
fhould take up arms on the prefent occafion, to 
prevent the entrance of the Caftilians under Vargas. 

Intimation 
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Intimation of this decree was fent to the B *> ojk 
other cities of the province, and the inhabitants of x >Cj/. 
Saragofla repaired in great numbers to theftandard ^^v^w 
of liberty that was ercdted. But they had no leader ' 59*. 
of fufficient capacity to condudt them, and there 
was no time for the people in other places to come 
to their afliftance. Vargas having arrived much 
fooner than they expe&ed, they were overwhelm- 
ed with terror, and threw down their arms. 

Vargas entered the city without oppofition t Tb« /.»,-„ 
and caft fuch of their leaders as had not made their £ f ^£^ 
efcape into prifon. Among thefe were the duke 
de Villa Hermofa, the count of Aranda, and the 
Juftiza. The two firft he fent prifoners to Ma- 
drid, but he put the Juftiza publicly to death with- 
out either trial or fentence, and then confifcated 
his effe&s, and levelled his houfes with the ground ; 
ordering proclamation to be made in the city, that 
fuch would be the punifhment of all tbofe who, 
like Lanufa, fhould adventure to difpute the au- 
thority of the king. 

The people heard this infulting proclaim tyn 
with unfpeakable grief and indignation - 9 \rir ifcy 
were obliged to lament in fecret the ruin of tlvA 
invaluable rights which they were unable to deferA 
The palace of the inquifition was fortified, that •» 
might ferve the purpofe of a citadel ; and a ftron^ 
body of Caftilian troops were quartered there and 
in the town, where they remained (ill the mind* 
of the citizens were thoroughly fubdued, Philip 
thought it unneceflfary to abolifh formally their 
conftitution of government, as he had given them 
fufficient proof how infignificant they would fir,d 
it, if they (hould ever truft to it as a barrier againft 
the encroachments of the regal power. 

While this tranfa&ion pafled in Spain, the **■»■»• 'i* - 
duke of Parma had returned from France to the j£** # * r 
Netherlands, and from thence the bad (late of hir» 

health 
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Book health had made it neceflary for him to go once 
X J ^^ J more to drink the waters at Spa. In the time of 
1592. his French expedition, many of the troops which 
he had left behind him had mutinied ; and on his 
return from Spa, he had the mortification to find, 
that prince Maurice had fubdued the two import- 
ant towns of Steenwich and Coverden, although 
the former of thefe places had been fortified in the 
ftrongeft manner, and was defended by a brave 
and determined garrifon of one thoufand fix hun- 
dred men. 

The duke's chagrin at thefe events, contributed 
to quicken the progrefs of his difeafe, which hav- 
ing baffled the power of medicine, had now reduc- 
ed him fo low, that finding himfelf unable to fulfil 
the duties of his office, he had applied to the king 
for liberty to retire. 

Hi* dcith, But Philip believing that no other perfon was 
fo able to bring his fchemes in France to the defired 
iffue, refufed to grant his requeft ; and when he 

fignified his refufal, fent him inflruttions to return 
as loon as poflible to the afllftance of the League. 
The duke would not defert a ftation which he had 
filled with fo much honour, and refolved to ftrug- 
gle with his diftemper to the laft. Having by new 
levies fupplied fome of the vacancies in his army, 
he went, on the 29th of O&ober, to Arras, and 
there applied with his wonted afliduity to haften the 
neceflary preparations for his expedition. The 
ftitr.gth of his mind counterbalanced for feveral 
weeks the weaknefs of his body. From the vigour 
which he difplayed, thofe about him conceived 
hopes that his death was ftill at a confiderable dif- 
tance. But on the 3d of December, immediately 
after figning fome difpatches which had been pre- 
pared for his fubfeription, he expired in the forty- 

feventh 
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feventb year of las *h% isd the fccnseni!: rfBs B *.° * 
government of the Sgberinite. ^_^^_. 

In this manner died Alexander Faraeie, deke of ^J 39^ 
Parma, who claims our idmsridjo, TjO ids tor his ur. 
political wifdom aad fagyiiy, tha^ on account of 
thofe more fp]end : J military talents which bare 
procured him fuch diftir-g-.sfhdd resown. It was 
by his prudence, moderation, asd addreis, more 
than by the force of arms, that he re-un::ed » 
great a part of the Netherlands to the Spactlh mo- 
narchy ; and if Philip had p:d the lame regard to 
his opinion on a!! occafiors, - hich he did on fome, 
it is probable :har the United Provinces would h-ve 
been compelled to return to their aMegia^ce. Eng- 
land might in that cafe have been fubdued, ar-d 
France might have been fwaliowed up by the exor- 
bitant power of Spain. Though it was happy for 
Europe that Philip, blinded by flattery and ambiti- 
on, refuted to liflen to the counfels that were of- 
fered him, yet we mull admire that fuperior fa- 
gacity and penetration bv which they were fug- 
gefted. 

The duke of Parma in his youth gave no indi- 
cations of thofe extraordinary qualities with which 
nature had endowed him, and men were even dif- 
pofed to think unfavourably of his underftanding ; 
but in the war with the Turks, in which he ferved 
under John of Auftria, the flame of his genius broke 
forth, and burnt afterwards through the Whole of 
his life with unabating fplendor. His perfon was 
graceful, his eyes lively and penetrating, his man- 
ners courteous, his addrefs infmuating, and his 
temper generous and humane. 

His vices, fays a refpeftable Dutch writer k , 
tvere thofe of the age in which he lived, or of the 

court 

k Grotius. 
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Book court in which he had been educated ; but what 
J^JJj thefe vices were, neither this, nor any other hifto- 
1592. r>an ^ as informed us. He appears not to have pof- 
feffed that winning Simplicity of manners, that per- 
fed ingenuity and candour, by which his great ri- 
val for military fame, the French monarch, was fo 
eminently diftinguUhed ; yet the protectant, as 
well as popirti hiftorians acknowledge, that as he 
was dutiful and faithful to his prince, fo he main- 
tained the moft inviolable fidelity in all his en- 
gagements with the people of the Netherlands who 
fubmitted to his arms. 
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AFTER the death of the duke of Parrr*, % *. *> r 
Philip committed the government of th* N^- * /,h 
therlands to count Peter Erneft of Manfveldf, w}a*/i ^fTT* 
he ordered to fend an army, without delay, wAr.t <,*'-' 
the coraniand of his fon count Charkt, to the af- "^.I^ 
fiftance of the League. In obedient* toih-sor-*"" 
der, Charles immediately began hit march with fix 
thoufand foot and one thouland horfc t which wat 
the greateft number of troops that u* M be fpwd 
from the defence of the Netherlands. Tbefc uooj*, 
when joined by thofe of the duke de Maye:me f 
compofed an army of fifteen tf tt/jfand fcM and 
three thou&nd horfe, of which the duke wa* i:> 
veiled with the chief command. 

He began his operations with the fiege of Soy- *^ 
on, in which he exerted himfelf with extraordma- • 
ry vigour, and compelled the gprrifon to mrrender, 
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before the king could arrive to their relief. From 
Noyon the troops were led into Lower Picardy, 
where Come inconfiderable places were reduced. 
But foon after this fuccefs, count Manfvcldt with 
the Spanifh army returned to the Netherlands; and 
the operations of war were interrupted by certain 
political negotiations, from which Philip cxpeded 
to derive greater advantage than from theprogrefi 
of his arms. 

Convention H a ving, during feveral years, wafted the blood 
of ti^ 8 ™* anc * treafure of his fubjedts, in fomenting the war 
uignc. in France, in expectation of fome favourable op- 
portunity of feizing upon the crown, his patience 
had been for fome time paft exhaufted ; and be 
had refolved to make trial, whether it was pradtica- 
ble to realife thofe alluring hopes by which he had 
(b long been actuated. With this view his mini- 
Iters had repeatedly requefted the duke of Mayenne 
to fummon an aflembly of the States of the League, 
that it might be known what catholic Prince they 
inclined to choofe for their fovereign. Mayenne 
(till cherifhed the hopes of attaining the fovereign- 
ty himfelf, in fome future more favourable crifis ; 
and he abhorred the thoughts of having the French 
nation fubjedted to the dominion of Spain. Influ- 
enced by thefe motives, he had on different pet" 
tences declined for feveral months complying with 
Philip's requeft ; but finding that he would not be 
diverted from his purpofe, the duke had yielded to 
his importunity, and as lieutenant-general of the 
kingdom, had iffued a fummons for the States to 
meet at Paris on the 26th of January, one thou- 
fand five hundred and ninety-three. Philip fent 
the duke of Feria, and Mendoza, an eminent Spa- 
nifh lawyer, to this aflembly ; and he fondly ima- 
gined, that by their influence, and that of the 
cardinal of Piacenza, the pope's legate, a majority 
of the deputies might be perfuaded to abrogate 

the 
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the Salic law, and to place his daughter Ifabella Book 
on the throne. XXIII. 

But it foon appeared how much his mfnifters in .1593. 
France had deceived him, and been themfeives p^-^ of 
deceived. Neither the money which he had fe- viewi. 
cretly bellowed to increafe the number of his par- 
tisans, nor the armies which he had employed at 
fo great an expence in their behalf, had produced 
in any confiderable degree the effefts which he ex- 
pected. Some of the greateft bigots in the party, 
and fome of the loweft of the people only, had 
given credit to his profeflions of zeal for religion ; 
even the eyes of thefe men were now opened, and 
they perceived how little they had been indebted to 
the friendftiip of a prince, who now difcovered, 
that his principal defign in affifting them againft 
their enemies, had been to take advantage of their 
diftrefs, and to reduce them to the unhappy condi- 
tion of a province of Spain. For it was in this light 
they confidered his propofal ; and were no lefs 
alarmed at his demand of their crown for Ifabella, 
than if he had demanded it for hipifelf. In thefe 
fcntiments the deputies were fecretly confirmed by 
Mayenne. But as both he and they were confcious 
that they were utterly unable to contend with 
Henry, if Philip (hould forfake them, they ftudi- 
cd to conceal their averfion to his propofal. They 
neither agreed to it, nor reje&ed it ; but expreffed 
their folicitude with regard to the perfon whom the 
catholic king (hould make choice of for his daugh- 
ter's hufband • and infilled, that in the event of 
her eledtion, (he (hould not be married to any fo- 
reign prince. 

The Spanifli minifters informed them, that their 
matter had indeed defigned to give her in marri- 
age to Erneft archduke of Auftria ; but fince it was 
not agreeable to the States, he was willing to be- 
llow 




*S93- 
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flow her upon the duke of Guifc. The duke de 
Mayenne did not expedt this conceffion, and was 
greatly difconcerted when the Spanifh minifters pro- 
duced inftru&ions, empowering them to make it. 
He was ftung with the preference which was given 
to his nephew before his fon ; and he now fecretly 
refolved to obftrudl the election of Ifabella, to the 
utmoft of his power. Finding it neceflary how- 
ever to difguife his fentiments, he affected to be 
highly pleafed with the propofal ; but alleged 
that a regard to the honour of his catholic majefty, 
as well as to the fafety of the duke of Guife, re- 
quired that the elediion of Ifabella fhould be de- 
ferred till an army was aflembled, fufficient to over- 
power her enemies, and to fix her upon the throne. 
At prefent there was no army in France able to 
contend with the king of Navarre, and a confidc- 
rable time mull elapfe before fo great a force as 
was neceffary could beraifed. The Spanifh minifters 
were fenfiblc of the ftrength of this objedtion, they 
likewife knew that, without the afliftance of 
Mayenne, they could not perfuade the States to 
proceed to the ele&ion, and therefore, without 
great oppofition, they agreed to a delay. In this 
manner did the duke de Mayenne, influenced part- 
ly by ambition, and partly by concern for the free- 
dom and independence of the kingdom, difap- 
point for the prefent Philip's plan to enflavc it ; and 
other events afterwards happened, which would 
have rendered it impoflible, even for Mayenne 
himfelf, had he been fo inclined, to carry it into 
execution. 

*£&**' ^ HE king of France, who knew the purpofefor 
the catholic which the States had been convened, though he 
religion. was j n a g reat mea f ure ignorant of Mayenne's 

views, dreaded violently his concurring with the 
Spaniards ; and felt great anxiety with refped te 
the confequences which might follow. For Phi- 
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lip, be believed, would regard an dedtion made Book 
by the States of the League, though only a fmall ^f** 1 ^ 
part of the kingdom, as a fufficient foundation for l59 . 
his daughter's claim, and would employ all his 
power to fupport it, whatever prejudice might 
thence arife to his affairs in the Netherlands. On 
the firft opening of the afltmbly, Henry publiftv- 
ed an edift, declaring it to be illegal And he 
gave permifiion, at the fame time, to the catholic 
lords of his party, to enter into a conference with 
thofc of the League ; intending to prevent the 
States from proceeding to extremities, by affording 
them the profpeft of his fpeedy converfion to the 
popifh faith. 

This expedient was in fome meafure attended 
with the defired effedt The nobility of die 
League, difquieted with the apprehenfions of be* 
ing reduced under the dominion of Spain, and con- 
fcious, that if Philip fhould abandon them, they 
muft foon yield to the king's victorious arms, were 
thrown into extreme perplexity; and many of 
them (hewed that nothing was wanting but Hen- 
ry's converfion, to determine them to acknowledge 
his authority. This condition however was dill as 
neceflary as ever. From the long continuance of 
the war, their religious prejudices were become 
unconquerable. With thefe their fenfe of honour 
and confiftency confpired, and their regard to an 
oath which they had fworn, never to acknowledge 
an heretical prince for their fovereign. They were 
confirmed in their refolution, by the pope's legate, 
and by the archbifhop of Lyons, and other parti- 
sans of Spain ; and were (till as much determined 
as ever to adhere to their engagements, without 
regard to any inconveniences or dangers, to which 
they might thereby be expofed. 

While the delay of the king's converfion proved 

an infurmountable objection againft him with the 

Vol. II. Z members 
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Book members of the League, it gave the moft fcnfible 
«3 ?S * _p uneafinefs to fuch of the catholics as had efpoufed 
his caufe. They had been induced to remain with 
him, after the death of the late king, by his pro- 
mife of embracing their religion. They had often 
urged him to fulfil this promife. Amidft the hur- 
ry of arms, he had found it eafy to employ excu- 
fes, with which they had hitherto been fatisfied. 
But their patience was now exhaufted. They en- 
tertained fufpicions that he had dealt infincerely with 
them. Though brave and warlike, they were fick 
of the hardfhips and fatigues of war ; and they 
began to hold conferences together, on the fubjeft 
of transferring their allegiance to Henry's coufin, 
the cardinal of Bourbon. Henry perceived that 
the critical period was now come, when he muft 
refolve either to change his religion, or to forego 
the crown, and expofe himfelf and his proteftant 
fubjedls to the fury and vengeance of all the ca- 
tholics in France, Supported by his inveterate ene- 
my the king of Spain. Even fome of the proteft- 
ant leaders were fo candid as to acknowledge, that 
without embracing the catholic faith, he would 
never be able to preferve pofleflion of the throne ; 
and they exhorted him to embrace it, if his con- 
ference would permit, as the only means by which 
they, as well as his other fubjedts, could be faved 
from ruin. 

Never was an ingenuous prince placed in a 
more diftrefsful fituation. And never was a vir- 
tuous mind aflailed by temptations more alluring. 
For he was not impelled only by ambition, or the 
defire of fecuringagreat and mighty monarchy to 
himfelf, and his pollerity. The defire of deliver- 
ing his people from calamities, which were become 
intolerable, co-operated with his ambition, and 
both together put his integrity to the fevered trial. 

Without 




PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 

Without any longer delay, he invited the ca- 
tholic divines throughout his kingdom, to come 
and inftrud him in the principles of their religion ; ,-^T 
and having heard him difcourfe concerning feveral 
of the points in difpute between the proteftants and 
them, he declared himfelf entirely fatisfied with 
their arguments, and foon afterwards went to mafs 
in the church of St. Dennis, where he read aloud 
his confdEon of the catholic faith, and promifed to 
maintain and defend it, againft whatever attempts 
might be made for its fubverfion. 

Henry's condu£t on this occafion was very dif- 
ferently interpreted by his cotemporaries, accord- 
ing as they flood well or ill affedted to his perfon, 
or to the religion which he had embraced. It was 
alleged by fome, that he had given a convincing 
proof of his indifference with regard to all religion, 
and that his converfion could be confidered in no 
other light,but as hypocrify and grimace. But others 
more juftly obferved, that if Henry had been ca- 
pable of fo great infmcerity as his enemies afcribed 
to him, he would have liftened to his intereft at a 
much earlier period, and not have fo long expofed 
himfelf to the danger of being for ever excluded 
from the throne. That no other fatisfadtory ac- 
count could be given of his delay, but the fcruples 
with which his regard to truth and his fenfe of ho- 
nour had infpired him. That it was not furprifing, 
that a prince who had pafled his life amidft the tu- 
mults of war, fhould have been but very imper- 
fectly acquainted with the niceties of theological 
difputcs ; or that his opinions in matters of fuch 
difficult decifion, fhould have been gradually bent 
to a compliance with fo great an htereft as he had 
at ftake. And confidering how candid and fin- 
cere he had ever (hewn himfelf in all his condudt, 
it might juftly be fuppoled that he had ttill prc- 
fervcd his integrity, and that his religious fentiments 
Z 2 had 
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Boo k had in reality undergone that change which he 
^rcp -now exprefled with fo much feeming ferioufneft 
^5^/ and folemnity. 

Biftatof Whatever were the real motives of Henry's 
Ji^ ,too "condu6t, it diflfufed a general joy and fatisfadtion 
among his fubjedts. Worn out with the miferies 
of fo long a war, they exulted at the profpedt of 
peace, though (till at fome diftance, and being 
now freed from the fafcination of their religious 
prejudices, they could perceive and admire thofc 
illuftrious virtues in the character of their fovercign, 
by which he was fo highly qualified to make them 
happy. 

The Spanifli minifters, on the other hand, the 
cardinal legate, and the duke de Mayenne, were 
•greatly alarmed at this event, and ftill more when 
tney obferved the reception which the news of it 
met with among the people. They reprefented 
it as a political device, intended to prevent the 
election of a catholic prince. They perfuaded a 
great number of their adherents to fwear that they 
would not acknowledge Henry for king, unlefe his 
converfion were ratified by the pope : and at the 
fame time they employed all their influence at the 
court of Rome, to difluade the pope from grant- 
ing him an abfolution. 

Philip am Philip was not difcouraged from the profecuti- 
hfc pUn. t0 on °f his fcheme, either by the oppofition which 
it had received from the States of the League, or 
by the converfion of the king. He became fenfi- 
ble however of his error in pitching on the duke of 
Guife (a young nobleman indeed of great merit and 
moderation, but poffefled of little power or influ- 
ence) for his daughter's partner in the throne. This 
error he corrected, and ordered his minifters to ac- 
quaint the duke de Mayenne, that he was now de- 
termined to give the preference to bis fon. In 

confequence 
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confcquencc of tins declaration, a negotiation 
which Mayenne had begun for reconciling himfeJf ^_^ 
to the king, was broken off That powerful leader ~^s93. 
and the Spaniards were henceforth on more amica- 
ble terms ; and there was no longer any reafon to 
doubt, that in future he would exert himfelf with 
vigour in promoting their defigns \ 

But there was much lefe probability at the pre- sut« ©f hit 
fent than any former period, that thefc dehgns **** 
would ever be accompliftied. Philip had no gene- 
ral after the duke of Parma's death, qualified to 
enter the lifts with the king of France. His treafu- 
ry was exhaufted, and even his credit was reduced 
fo low, that the Genoefe, and other Italian mer- 
chants, from whom he had already borrowed feve- 
ral millions of money, refufed to lend him any 
more. His commanders in the Netherlands had not 
been able to make the neceflary levies. His troops 
there were fewer in number than they had ever been 
fince the commencement of the war ; and yet fo 
great arrears were due to him, that the officers 
found it impracticable to maintain their authority. 
The greareft part of the Spanilh foldiers io the 
Low Countries had, upon their return from France, 
forfaken their ftandards ; and having elefted offi- 
cers, and a commander in chief from among them- 
felves, they had begun to exercife the moft oppref- 
five rapacity upon the inhabitants of the fouthern 
provinces. 

The example of die Spaniards was quickly fol- 
lowed by the Italians and Walloons, The ptfipk 
in the open country were plundered in the nvAk tin 
merciful manner. Thofc dreadful fcenes of devaT 
tation were renewed, which had been a£f d utin 
the death of Requeiens ; md the Pktnirw \w\ 
never fuSered fo much from the enemy, as f f*jr 

* lyAfih, lib- sir. Tfaaaaat* lib i.% u ?fc 
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B«£ * now fuffered from troops engaged to proteft and 
**"** defend them. 




. Pjmrce Maurice in the mean time exerted all 
g*^*- bin wonted adttvity to improve the advantage which 
^ fhefe difondtrrs afforded him, for extending the 
territories of the States. There was no town which 
the confederates were more defirous of acquiring 
than Gertrudcnberg * which, as it lies nearer them 
than Breda, fubje&ed them to perpetual anxiety 
for the prefervation of that important city ; befido 
giving annoyance to their inland trade, and fur- 
nifhing the Spaniards with an eafy entrance into 
Holland. 

During the winter, Maurice had made diligent 
preparation fpr th< figge of this place ; and early in 
theipring, he waa-re*dy to take the field with fuch 
ap army as. he. jddged fufficient to enfure fuccefs* 
In order to prevent, the enemy from fufpeding his 
defign, he directed his march foil towards Stays 
and Dunkirk ; afterwards to Bois-le-Duc and 
Grave ; and when by thefe feints he had induced 
count Marifveldt to divide his forces, he turned 
fuddenly to Gertrudenberg. 

. Mans.vplpt, anxious to avoid the reproach to 
which the lofspf a place of fo great confequence 
would expofe. hjm, drew together all the forces 
which could be fpared from the garrifons of the 
other towns, with an intention to attempt to raife 
the fiege. Prince Maurice expedled this, and con- 
ducted his operations with the utmoft celerity. 
Not only his pioneers, amounting to three thou- 
fand, but a great number of his troops were employ* 
ed day and night in fortifying his camp, both on 
the fide towards the town, to prevent the eruptions 
of the garrifon, and on the fide towards the coun- 
try. And not fatisfied with this, he broke down 

the 
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die dike of the river, and hid a great part of the B 
adjacent country under water. After which, hav- xx 
ing approached the town as ufual by trenches, he ^ 
opened batteries againft it at different places •, and 
kept up a continual fire upon it from his fleet, on 
the fide towards the river \ 

The garrifon confided of Burgundians and Wal- 
loons, made a brave and vigorous refiftance, and 
thereby gave count Manfveldt time to advance to 
their relief. The count's army amounted to more 
than double the number of the befiegers ; and he 
attacked their intrenchments in different places, 
where the inundation permitted his approach. But 
Maurice had conftrutted his works with fo much 
art, and ftrengthened them in fuch a manner with 
forts and redoubts, at proper diftances, that all 
count Manfveldt's attempts proved ineffectual. Hi» 
quarters were at the fame time greatly (heighten- 
ed by the garrifon of Breda, which (allied out up- 
on him, and made confiderable (laughter among 
his troops. He found it neceflary to retire, and 
Gertrudenberg foon afterwards capitulated. In the 
garrifon there were feveral of thofe foldicrs, who 
fome years before had fold the town to the Spani 
ards. Thefe men fuffered the punifhment dus ?'* 
their treachery, but all the reft, and the inhal- 
ants of the place, received the mod advantage// iu 
and honourable terms. 

Count Manfveldt had, in order tor^iri'rvrL* 
honour, by making reprifals upon the nmtiy f \*A 
his army from Gertrudenberg, to invert hu v>i/,t 
tant fort belonging to the confederate*., vA +>\ ' ,f<„ 
vecaeur. But this attempt likewife vm f? /Jr. *,.\ 
by the celerity of Maurice, who arrival W'/r* « , 
count's lines were finilhed ; got \rx**/.u :■..?/. 4 - j 
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the fort, and though greatly inferior in number, 
obliged him quickly to raife the fiege. 

**•*• During the reft of the campaign, Manfveldt 
adted on the defenfive ; and no other event hap- 
pened in the Netherlands this year, that defervcsto 
be recorded c . 

SS ei J tlch- Although Philip had, after the death of the 
iiJi^G^w- duke of Parma, committed the government to count 
nor of the Manfveldt, he had from the firft intended that the 
jj2T" count fhould refign it into the hands of Erneft 
archduke of Auftria. This prince arrived in the 
beginning of the year one thoufand five hundred 
and ninety-four at Bruflfels, and was received there 
with every mark of joy and fatisfa&ion. He was 
a prince of a modeft and gentle difpofition ; but 
he pofleffed not the capacity, and vigour requifite 
in the prefent critical fituation of affairs. Confci- 
ous of his want of military talents, he fondly flat* 
tered himfelf with the hopes of prevailing on the 
revolted provinces to return to their allegiance by 
argument and perfuafion. And with this view, he 
fent an invitation to the States to appoint ambaf- 
fadors to treat with him concerning peace. But 
the States rejedted his invitation, and accompanied 
their refufal with declaring, " That as from expe- 
rience they could not repofe any confidence in the 
king of Spain, fo they would never enter into any 
treaty of reconcilement with him ; but would 
maintain their liberty to the laft, and lay down 
their lives fooner than fubmit to that intolerable 
yoke from which they had been fo happily deli- 
vered." 

If it is true, as the Dutch hiftorians relate, that 
t\yo murderers were dete&ed at this time, whom the 

Spanifh 

* Bentiyoglio and Grotius, lib. iii. 
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chimerical cscr. aoK as ^Uii ae raoi ir- 
fibleof hafulj- 

The fcjg rjr of aSarx it far ci^ii.nr xcx-rif 
daily more -_^u>"3moe 1: ns revi *_-^ rn ? 
king's coctttSui ice aranir-r rat aire*: er^ts 
which were nprrvr n ot zrn r. 

The CTgnf tr ^fci vn ie £rr v'ar irrt ■» « .^ 
him a tender or ibeir ~;3cni5a: ; rce ■:<-:*: r^- ^ "^ 
wards, the r izSac* -jxx± ix- gars rr r?cr-v^ **c . V 
him ; and <±e «Bcple zr tr* =dkt;o^ s. -jt* o 
had ever bete ibt cref rrtr£± uf :S? Lkj:-.: *■„ 
wasqutckr? feuenred by Ricare, Lvrr^ 1:*: i- 
moft all the c*ier grea: tcves :n :be k ; :^i^r, 
Henry's cond-rfc w« arrmbcv cajcurarsi :,? p-> 
mote that affectionate zsil of hs:ubrec:§» *> : *h v'^ 
he received at this time ib nur.v itr*i-g jmvo!> 
For ieverai years he had fufFered from them :hr 
molt cruel injuries ard affronts ; bat his £?r::*r.v.< 
fpirit, fupericr to refertment, abhorred the tJvu^u 
of punifliing ihofe who were willing to lav d v a ;> 
their arms, and he received the lubmiiiion of Ivs 
mod inveterate enemies, with a degree of go*vl- 
nefs and condefcenfion, which uhilc it won :\*:r 
hearts, determined many others to imitate their 
example. 

He granted to all who fubmitted to him, thr 
moft favourable terms; confirmed their privileges, 
as if they had done nothing to forfeit them ; iul - 
hered with inviolably fidelity to his engagements ; 

and 



346 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

B ° ° k and published an edidl of general indemnity, in 

AXill. orc j er to f et ^g m inds of the people every where at 

"594- ea ^ e > anc * to convince them that it would be their 

fault, and not his, if the public tranquillity were 

not fpeedily reftored. 

By thefe meafures, which were equally prudent 
and magnanimous, the ftrength or the League 
was reduced fo low, that Philip and the duke de 
Mayenne might have eafily perceived the vanity of 
their defigns. 

Philips'* It can hardly be imagined, that either the one 
^ofecutin^ or ^ ie ot ' ier cou '^ an y longer ferioufly entertain 
the wtr!" 8 the hopes of fuccefs. But Mayenne was fo deeply 
engaged with the Spaniards, that he knew not 
how to extricate himfelf with honour * efpecially 
as he had folemnly fworn, with many others of 
his party, that he would never acknowledge Hen- 
ry for his fovereign, till he (hould receive abfolu- 
tion from the pope. And though Philip could not 
now be fo chimerical, as toexpeft to procure the 
crown for llabella, yet he could not overcome that 
implacable haired, with which he had long been 
animated ag;;inft the French monarch, in whom 
(judging of Henry from himfelf) he expected to 
findan irreconcilable and mortal foe. Befides, he 
was not ignorant of the juftice of Henry's claim to 
the kingdom of Navarre, which Ferdinand the 
catholic had w reded from Henry's anceftors by 
fraud and violence ; and he could not doubt that 
this adive victorious prince would, as foon as his 
affairs were fettled in France, either attempt to 
recover his hereditary kingdom, or endeavour to 
procure a compenfation for it, by invading the 
Spauilh dominions in the Netherlands. 

Moved by thefe confiderations, Philip refolvcd 
to continue his hoftilitics, and by joining his fo;ces 

wi:h 
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with thofe of the duke de Mayenne, to make him- b °ok 
felf mailer of as many towns as poflible on the eaft- XX]I1 - 
tern frontier of France. ^"^ 

This refolution he communicated to the arch- siege of La 
duke Erneft ; who, agreeably to his inftrudtions, C3ptI,e ' 
font count Charles of Manfveldt early in the fpring 
to invade the province of Picardy, with ao army 
of between eleven and twelve thoufand men. The 
count laid fiege to the town of La Capelle ; and as 
he attacked it unexpectedly, he foon obliged the 
garrifon to capitulate. * th Ma J- 

The king had fet out from Paris as foon as hes.-egeof 
received intelligence of the fiege, but could not u>0 - 
arrive in time to prevent the furrender. Having 
been joined on his march by the dukes de Nevers 
and Bouillon, and finding himfelf at the head of 
a confiderable army c , he refolved to undertake 
fome important enterprife, by which he might be 
compenfated for the lofs of La Capelle. One of 
the mod confiderable towns in that part of the 
kingdom was Laon, a place of great extent, ftrong- 
ly fortified, and well provided with every thing 
neceflary to fuftain a fiege. The garrifon, which 
was numerous, was commanded by Du Bourg, 
one of the braveft officers of the League • and there 
was at that time in the town, befides a great num- 
ber of other nobility, the count of Somerive, the 
duke de Mayenne's fecond fon. Thefe confide- 
rations, far from difcouraging the king from 
befieging Laon, were the motives which deter- 
mined him to inveft it, and he carried on his ope- 
rations againft it with his ufual a&ivity and vi- 
gilance. 

The befieged gave him all the annoyance and 
nterruption in their power; and in fome (allies 
svbich they made, before he had time to cover his 

troops, 
* Twelve thoufand foot, and two thoufand horfe. 
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troops, he loft more than four hundred men. But 
his anxiety with regard to the iffue of his enter- 
prife, arofe principally from the neighbourhood of 
the Spanifh army, which w^s joined at this time 
by the duke de Mayenne, whom Philip, in order 
to prevent him from entering into an accommoda- 
tion with the king, bad intruded with the chief 
command. 

Mtyenoett. Various motives concurred on this occafion to 
i^ P tor2fe determine Mayenne to exert himfelf with vigour, 
the ficge. There was much need of fome fplendid initance of 
fuccefs to fupport the drooping (pints of his party. 
Laon was the moft confiderable town which re- 
mained in his pofleflion ; and befides his (on, and 
many of his faithful adherents, he had left his 
moft valuable eflfe&s in it, as in a place where there 
was little danger of their falling into the hands of 
the enemy. He loft no time in marching to its re- 
lief. His army confided of nearly the fame num- 
ber as that of the king, but being inferior in ca- 
valry, he found it neceflary to approach the town 
on that fide, on which there lay a wood or foreft, 
where the enemy's horfe could not be eafily en* 
ployed. Henry had penetrated into his defign, 
and taken pofleflion of the wood with a part of 
his troops. Mayenne at firft obliged them to re- 
tire ; but the royalifts having immediately received 
a reinforcement from the camp, returned to the 
charge, and flood their ground for fome time with 
great bravery againft the Spanifti veterans. They 
would have been compelled however to give way 
a fecond time, if the royal cavalry, which had ad- 
vanced to their relief, under the baron d , now 
marfhal de Biron, had not, conformably to their 
valiant leader's example and command, difmounted 
from their horfes, and thrown themfelves into the 

front 

* HU fath«r had been lately killed at thefiege of Epernaj. 
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firont of the battle. The king himfelf foon after Book 
came up with the greateft part of his army ; and, ( XXH*^ 
if the ground had permitted it, a general engage- ' 
ment would have enfued, but it allowed only of 
(kirmiihes, which continued with various fuccefs 
till the evening; when Mayenne, dreading that 
the king might fend his cavalry to attack his rear, 
drew off his forces to a little diftance from the 
wood. 

Although the nature of the ground in this 
rencounter prevented the king from availing him- 
felf of the fuperiority of his cavalry, yet this fu- 
periority proved afterwards of the greateft ufe. 
Mayenne being obliged to bring his provifions 
through an open country, from places at the dif- 
tance of feveral miles, the king fent put his horfe 
in numerous bodies to intercept his convoys ; and 
although the duke attempted to bring them under 
a ftrong guard in the night, fometimes from one 
place and fometimes from another, yet fuch was 
the vigilance of the duke de Longueville, and the 
marfhal de Biron, to whom the king gave the 
charge of intercepting them, that almoft none of 
them were fuffered to efcape. Thefe bold adven- 
turous leaders were continually in motion. No 
guards which Mayenne could fpare were able to 
withftand their vigorous attacks, and his army 
was at laft reduced to fo great diftrefs, as mad* 



it neceffary for 
fible how difficult 



lim to decamp. He was fen- 
he muft find it to retire in the 
face of a fuperior enemy : but if he remained any 
longer in his prefent fituation, his troops, he per- 
ceived, muft either perifh for want, or lay down 
their arms. 

Thb duke had hitherto been unfortunate in his Hiimtderiy 
enterprifes, and his misfortunes had contributed to reUt>ta 
obfeure his fame ; but on this occafion, he gave 
a conlpicuous proof of confummate military ikill, 

as 
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Book as well as of the mod unqueftionable perfonat cou- 
j^P^ilf ra g e an ^ rtfolution. His troops drawn up ia die 
g moft mafterly manner, were every where fo well 
prepared to receive the enemy, that the king, 
who attacked them with his cavalry as (bon as they 
began their march, found it utterly impracticable 
to penetrate their ranks, whilft Mayenne himfelf 
marched on foot in the rear, fought on fome oc- 
cafions as a common foldier, and by the graceful- 
ncfs of his perfon, added to the fortitude which he 
difplayed, commanded univerfal admiration. In 
this manner he advanced (lowly, till he reached a 
narrow defile, where he had planted fome batteries 
of cannon ; from the dread of which, the king or- 
dered his troops to halt, and fuflfered the duke 
to pur Cue his march to La Fere without any farther 
moleftation. 

Uonfurrcn- Henry then refumed his operations before die 
town. The befieged, though deprived of all hopes 
of relief, perfifted for fome time in their defence; 
but at lad, finding their numbers greatly dirai- 
nifhed, they offered to furrenderon condition that 
the garrifon and the count of Somerive fhould be 
allowed to march out with the honours of war; 
and to this condition the king readily contented, 
from his defire of preventing bloodihed, and of 
iaving the fortifications of the town. The capitu- 
lation was figned on the 2 2d of July. The terras 
of it were religioufly fulfilled ; and Henry, far 
from difcovering ill humour or refentment for the 
oppofition which he had met with, embraced with 
pleafure the prefent opportunity of teftifying his 
eftcem for the duke de Mayenne, by (hewing par- 
ticular marks of refpeft and kindnefs to his fon. 

siihmiffion So much goodnefs, united with fomuch heroifm 
of cuifc" anc * magnanimity, had charms in the eyes x>f Hen- ' 
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fz enemies that were irrcGftible. The reduction 
f Laoo, and h"* genero-.K treatment of the inha- 
bitants and garrifoa, were quickly followed by the 1 5 ^ % 
r oluntary furrrader of Chiteau-Thierry, Amiens* 
tnd Cambray. The duke of Lorrain, who from 
he beginning had given h-s aififtance to the League, 
rhofe now to be at pecce with a prince, in whole 
avour fortune, and his own merits, had produced 
b remarkable a revolution. And the duke of Guiie 
ffhom the Spaniards had tantalized with a glimpfe 
)f royalty, but had afterwards negle&ed, moved 
partly by this confideration, and partly by his ad- 
niration of the king, entered into a treaty of re- 
conciliation with him; and having delivered to 
lim the towns of Rheims, Vitry, Rocroix, and 
iveral other places in Champaigne, he was re- 
garded By Henry with the government of Pro- 
vence e . 

During thecourfe of thefe events, fo adverfefJJJ.^ 
to Philip's views in France, prince Maurice was by prince 
engaged in the mod important enterprife which he ! * 4Urice * 
had hitherto undertaken, the liege of Groningen. 
That city, though almoft furrounded with the ter- 
ritories of the States, had been preferved till now 
in its allegiance to Philip, by Verdugo, a Spanilh 
officer of great abilities, with whofe alTiftance the 
catholic part of the inhabitants had been able to 
keep the proteftants under fubjedkion. Jealous 
however of their liberty, they had never confentcd 
to admit any Spanilh garrifon within their walls, 
but three thoufand of the citizens trained to the 
ufe of arms had been inlifted in the king's fervice 
for the defence of the town, while nine hundred of 
his foreign troops were permitted to take up their 
quarters in the luburbs. 

Maurice 

* D*AviIa, lib. xif. Thuanus, lib. ci. Mcteren, lib. xiii- 
Beatiroglio, ann. 1 594 ; and Suliy's Memoirs, lib. vi. 
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Book Maurice had long meditated the reduction of 
*^J Groningen, not only becaufe it would be of itfdf 
»594- an ac( l u ^ on °f 8 rcat v^uc to the confederacy, 
but becaufe it was the only place of confequence 
in thofe parts under the Spanifh dominion, and 
furnifhed an eafy entrance to the Spaniards into the 
northern provinces. Much pains had been taken 
and great exertions made by Verdugo for its fecu- 
rity. Many bloody rencounters had pafled be- 
tween him and the forces of the dates, in which, 
from the fmallnefs of his numbers, and not from 
the want either of bravery or conduit, he was ge- 
nerally unfuccefsful ; and Maurice, powerfully fe- 
conded in all his operations by his coufin count 
William of Naffau, had at length reduced Verdu- 
go to the neceffity of quitting the province, and 
had made himfelf matter of almoft every pais by 
which the citizens could receive affiftance or fup- 
plies. 

They had not negledted to inform the archduke 
of the imminent danger to which they were ex- 

pofed. At their requeft, the emperor of Germany 
had tranfmitted to Philip a reprefentation, import- 
ing that although they defired nothing lb much as 
to maintain their allegiance, and had preferved it 
long amidft much greater hardfhips and difficulties 
" than any of his other fubje&s had endured, yet 
if the army were not immediately fent to their 
affiftance, they would foon find it neceflary to 
open their gates to the enemy. Philip, far from 
difregarding their application, made them the molt 
gracious and flattering reply ; and fent orders to 
the archduke to poftpone every other object in the 
Netherlands to the relief of Groningen. But the 
greateft part of his forces were at this time engaged 
in the war in Picardy ; and the remainder having 
mutinied againft their officers, on account of their 
want of pay, refufed to obey the governor's com- 
mands. 

Princi 
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Prince Maurice therefore applied to the profe- Book 
anion of the fiege, with very little appreheiifion ^^ * 
of meeting with any interruption from the Spani- \£^ 
ards, although agreeably to his ufual cautious max- 
ims, he not only fortified his quarters, but like- 
wife the feveral' paffes which led to them from the 
fbuthern provinces. By beginning to open his 
trenches at a diftance from the town, the fiege was 
fomewhat retarded, but he thereby prevented the 
lofs of men which would otherwife have been fuf r 
tained. On the third of June his batteries wera 
unmafked, and foon afterwards all the out-works 
were laid in ruins. The befieged, alarmed with 
the rapidity of his progrefs, called the foreign 
troops, which were quartered in the fuburbs, to 
their affiftance. The defence was condu&ed for 
feveral weeks with the higheft fpirit and intrepi- 
dity, and much blood was fpilt. But Maurice 
having blown up a ravelin, which was one of the 
principal defences of the place, the courage of the 
inhabitants began to fail, and there was nothing 
to be heard but complaints of the ingratitude of 
the king, in thus abandoning to their enterprifing 
enemy a people fo diftinguiftied for their attach- 
ment and fidelity. 

Their chief magistrate, Van Balen, who had 
long been fecretly averfe from the Spanifh govern- 
ment, improved with great dexterity the oppor- 
tunity which their prefent temper afforded him. 
He ftudied to confirm them in their fentiments of 
the king's ingratitude ; he reprefented to them the 
folly of flattering themfelves with the hoprs of re- 
lief from a prince, who was more intent upon con- 
quering the dominions of others, dan providing 
for the fecurity of his own. He painted in (bong 
colours the miferies which they mult iuffcr, if 
cither the fiege were to be prolonged, or the town 
to be taken by affault ; and by expatiating on the 
advantages which would accrue to them from ac- 

Vol. II. A a ceding 
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?ooi ceding to the union of Utrecht ; he endeavoured 
XXW* to make them fenfible, that if freedom from a fo- 
^?rj J reign yoke was an objedt to be defired, it was in- 
< ■** finitely more for their intereft to fubmit to the ge- 
nerous enemy, who now befieged them, than even 
to be delivered from the fiege. 

These exhortations made the defired impreflion 
even upon the minds of thofe who were moft at- 
tached to the catholic religion. That attachment 
had been long their only tie to the Spanift) govern- 
ment ; and it was overcome at this time by their 
indignation on account of Philip's negligence in 
providing for their defence, joined to their defire of 
participating of that civil lioerty which had proved 
the fource of fo much profperity and happinefe to 
the confederated provinces. 

SUte!? to" A d e p u t a t ion of the principal inhabitants was 

"hcconfcde- fent to treat of a furrender; and the prince, with- 

tIc y- out hefitation, granted them the mod; advantageous 

terms. The city of Groningen was declared to 

be henceforth a member of the union of Utrecht. 
Ail the exemptions and ancient privileges of the 
inhabitants were confirmed; the civil government 
of the place was allowed to remain on the fame 
footing as before, and liberty of confeience was 
eftablifhed, with this reftri&ion, that no other re- 
ligion but the reformed (hould be publicly exer- 
ciied. The citizens on the other hand engaged to 
acknowledge the fupreme authority of the States; 
to fubmit to the general laws of the union ; to con- 
tribute their fhare of the public expences •, and to 
admit fuch a garrifon into the town as the States 
fhould judge neceflary for its fecurity. The fo- 
reign foldiers were permitted to depart with their 
arms and baggage. The capitulation was figned 
on the 23d of July ; and on the fame day prince 
Maurice entered the town. He remained in it 

for 
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for fome rime till certain articles of the capitulation B ° ° * 
were executed, after which, having committed the J™-!Li 
govern m ent to his kinfman, count William of , ;9 * 
Naflau, be fet out for the Hague *. 

While Philip's power fuffered fo great a dimi- M«twyof 
nution in the northern provinces, his affairs in ^ s ££j 
Brabant were daily more and more involved in foidier.. 
dtforder and confufion. The archduke had, with 
the utmoft difficulty, railed money to fatisfy the 
Walloon and Spanifli mutineers; but no fooner 
had thefe men returned to their duty, than the 
Italians to whom the fame arrears were due, re- 
folved to employ the fame means to effedtuate their 
payment. Many of the officers concurred with 
the private men in forming this refolution, and 
they put it inftantly into execution, by feizing on 
the town of Sichen, where a part of their number 
Had been ftationed. They were joined by foldiers 
from all the garrifons in the neighbourhood, who 
continued flocking to them, till they amounted to 
two thoufand horfe and foot. 

Not fitisfied with laying the country round the Thtmoti- 
town under contribution, they fpread themfelves t^ul by 
over the province, made excurfions to the very Mwict. 
gates of Bruflels where the governor refided, and 
plundered the people with as nluch cruelty as if 
they had been engaged in open war. The gover- 
nor having tried the power of perfuafion without 
cffedfc, refolved to employ force to reduce them ; 
and for this purpofe he fent the Spanifh troops 
which he had lately pacified, under Lewis de Ve- 
lafco, to befiege Sichen. In the beginning of this 
fedition, prince Maurice had made the mutineers 
an offer of fhelter and protection in the territo- 
ries of the States, and they readily agreed to ac- 
cept this offer in cafe they fhould find it necef- 
A a 2 fary ; 

f Meteren. lib. x?ii< Bcntivoglio, pxrt uu lib. i. Groiius* 
■ib. in. 
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Book ceflary* but informed him, that they would de- 
**JJ^ fend themfelves in Sicben as Ions aq they were 

*7)£T! able, aga'mft the Spaniards. They accordingly 
did fo, and made feveral defperate (allies, in which 
many on both fides were flam. Finding however 
that the place was too weak to be long defended 
againft an enemy fo much fuperior in number, 
they retired under die fortifications of Breda and 
San Gertrudenberg, where provifions were fold to 

HttmocSfc them by the fubje&s of the States. The intention 
of Maurice in this Angular treatment of an enemy, 
was only to prolong the term of their difobedi- 
ence. He made no attempt to perfuade them to 
enter into the fervice of the confederacy, but gave 
permiflion to the archduke to fend an ambaflador 
to treat with them ; and when, after a tedious ne- 
gotiation, they had agreed to take up their quar- 
ters in Tirlemont, and to remain there till their 
demands were iatisfied, without renewing their 
hoftilities, Maurice readily allowed them to depart. 
They required a Spanifh nobleman to be given as 
a hoitage for the fulfilment of the governor's pro- 
mifes ; and fo great was the diforder of the king's 
finances at this period, that thefe troops were fuf- 
fered to remain inactive aOTirlemont for near a 
year before their arrears were paid h . 

Dcathof Be pore the expiration of this term, die gover- 
Ernea, and nor was feized with a hedtic fever, of which he 
died on the 20th of February, in the forty-fecond 
Faemet go- year of his age. He named the count of Fuentcs 
veraor. jf or hj s f ucce flbr, and his choice was foon after ra- 
tified by the king. This nobleman having been 
fent into the Netherlands a little before the death 
of the duke of Parma, had, agreeably to Philip's 
inftru&ions, during the government of count Manf- 
veldt and the archduke, poflefled a principal (hare 
in the adminiftration. By his advice, or more 

pro- 
fa Grotiui, lib. iii. Mctcren, lib. xvii. p. 581. Bentivoglio, 
part iii. lib. i. 
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properly by his aathority,count Manfvcldt had pub- ■ •? * 
lifted a barbarous edift, commanding all prifoners ^J^ : ^ 
to be put to death; and ordering the king's troops ,^ Q4 
who, in their excurfions into the territories of the 
States, had been fatisfied for feveral years paft 
with levying contributions, henceforth to lay wade 
the country with fire and fword. 

The States, in return, publifhed a manifeftot 
in which they exprcfled their abhorrence of this 
barbarity -, but at the fame time declared, that if 
the governor did not recall his edift againft a cer- 
tain time, they would retaliate the cruelty which it 
prefcribed upon the troops and fubjedls of the king. 
This meafure had been urged by Fuentes, on the 
pretence of fhortening the duration of the war, al- 
though the experience of his kinfman, the duke 
of Alva, might have convinced him that, confi- 
dering the ftrength to which the confederacy had 
attained, it would ferve only to increafe the cala- 
mities of the war, and to render it perpetual. Count 
Manfveldt came foon to be fenfible that thefe mult 
be the confequences, and either revoked his edid, 
or gave orders to prevent it from being carried in- 
to execution. 

Fuentes however dill continued to exercifean i>ir«',„.,„ t 
unlimited influence in the government. The Fie- J^JJ'V,^"., 
mi(h nobility complained bitterly, as in the time of'"' 
cardinal Granvelle, of the infignificance to which 
they were reduced, and before the death of the 
archduke they had given fomc ftriking proof* of 
their difcontent. This difcontent was greatly 
heightened when the count was appointed gover- 
nor: they faw then how little finccrity there had 
been in thofe foothing promifes which the king had 
made them fome years before, when they cotifc ntcd 
to the return of the foreign troora. They |>-ru:ival 
how little truft and confidence he repofed in ihnit, 

and 
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and were fenfible at laft of the truth of what the 
prince of Orapge h^d fo often told then), that, 
by their agreement with the duke of Parma, they 
would reduce their country to the miferable ftate 
of a province of Spain. The duke d* Arfchot and 
count Charles of Manfveldt, who had reafon to 
expeft to have been preferred before Fuentes, would 
not fubmit to the indignity put upon them, but 
refigned their employments, and left the Nether- 
lands. The duke d'Arfchot died afterwards in 
Venice, and count Manfveldt in Hungary, where 
he commanded the emperor's army againft the 
Turks. 

vigorow Fuentes in the mean time entered upon the 
r *£**!* exercife of his office, and notwithftanding the pre- 
judices which the Flemings feemjuftly to have en- 
tertained againft him, he foon difcovefed that his 
abilities were not unequal to the charge with which 
lie was inverted. He applied with great fuccels 
to quell the mutinous fpirit of the army, and in a 
few months put it upon a much more refpe&able 
footing, both as to difcipline and numbers. 

S C war ra bc°. n Philip had greater occafion now than ever for 
tween abilities and vigour in the perfon to whom he com- 
^pai n n c . cand mitted the government of the Netherlands. The 
League in France was about to expire, notwith- 
ftanding his exertions to prevent it; and the French 
monarch, being firmly feated on his throne, de- 
clared war againft him, prohibiting all commerce 
with his fubjefts, and granting liberty to the 
French to invade and plunder, and take pofleflion 
of whatever dominions belonged to the crown of 
Spain. 

Henry's ^ This meafure was condemned by many, as be- 
ing highly inexpedient at the prefent jundhire, on 
account of the exhaufted ftaeto which his king- 
dom was reduced by the long continuance of the 

civil 
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civil win, sad ao fcr Lm is zxcz arnrrve :c rt* 
ftrecgth of tfas conc5ri3i trar ie kr§ hzzStfi 
but be beteved rar. ii tbe uti-^i tezocr cc rise 
catholic kk^ peace cacii ace be cocedrs frcm 
him upon baaarzxkie terra. He we perJlaoiC 
that war with dac 5fB=iar2i iocs of 3rcs£^r ceo 
tinue fame time kegex ; aad be rx>-g~t. rsi: 25 
nothing wocki coctrbf^tc more to srr^ri-a r^e 
flames of aril dacord than a fi xe s e, war, it weeii 
be eafier to intercft has GKhdrc tubpeds is the pc\> 
fecution of it, if k were regarded *sa war between 
the crowns, to which poSoca] motives hid g?vea 
birth, than if it were ijfftrci to remain oc is pre- 
fent footing, and oocfidercd as carried co by 
Philip for the take of reiigiDo. It is aoc indeed 
improbable, that perioral animofity added foroe to 
thefe incitements. Philip had ever u ca t c d Henry 
in the rooft contemptuous manner; and, under 
the malk of reKgioc, had endcavu u ie d firft to ex- 
clude him, and afterwards to expel him from the 
throne. Henry detefted that artifice and duplicity 
in Philip's cbarader, of which, in his late attempt 
to procure the abolition of the Salic law, he had 
given fudi inconteftable evidence ; and the terms 
in which his declaration of war was expreffed, de- 
monftrate, that refentment had, on the pretcnt 
occafion, a confiderable influence on his conduct. 

Phi lip's anfwer to this declaration was perfectly 
conformable to his character. All his interferences 
in the affairs of France had proceeded, he laid, 
from his concern for the profperity of the people, 
arid the fecurity of the catholic faith ; and he de- 
clared, that his intention now was not to enter into 
war with the crown or nation of France, but onlv 
to perfevere in prote&ing the true catholics of that 
kingdom from the oppreflion of the prince of 
Beam and his adherents \ 

Both 
« D'Avila, lib. zir. 
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Book Both kings had been employed, before their 
J^f][|^ declaration of war, in preparing for the recom- 
IJ95 mcncement of hoftilities; and Henry, befides his 
Protection domeftic preparations, had entered into a treaty 
ot the war. Q f a Hj ance oflfcnfive and defenfive with the United 
Provinces. In fulfilment of an article of this treaty, 
the States fent a body of horfe and foot, under 
Philip count of Naflau, to invade the province of 
Luxemburg. Their enterprifes were for fome time 
attended with fuccefs; but Fuentes, having dif- 
patched the brave Verdugo with fuperior forces to 
oppofe them, they were obliged, after feveral ren- 
counters, to quit the province i and were Toon af- 
ter recalled, and Rationed near the frontier of Bra- 
bant, where it was expedled they would be of 
equal fervice to the French monarch, by detaining 
the Spaniards in the Netherlands. 

eifgeof c«- The army of the States however, even after it 
teieL was joined by thefe troops, was not able to furnifti 
full employment to thofe which the governor had 
prepared. He left an army under Mondragoneto 
check the progrefs of prince Maurice, and let out 
himfelf for Picardy with the reft of his forces. His 
firftenterprife was the fiege of Catelet, of which 
he made himfelf mafter in a few weeks, though it 
was ftrongly fortified, and bravely defended by the 
garrifon. 

Affairs of During this fiege, Fuentes had reafon to flat- 

wTd e, o?vii- ter himfelf with the hopes of acquiring pofleffion 

i ier$ - of the caftle and town of Ham without blood- 

fhed. The caftle was held by an officer called 

d'Orvilliers, and the town by his half-brother, 

whofe name was Gomeron. Thefe two men 

had been violent partizans of the league, and 

the latter refolved to deliver the town to the 

Spaniards rather than to the king of France * but 

• he 
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he demanded from Fuentcs a reward of twenty Boo 
thoufand crowns for the town, and a ftill higher £^ 
reward, if he (hould prevail upon his brother (which , 59S 
he engaged to do) to deliver up the caftle. The 
count readily agreed tothefe terms, and paid him 
the twenty thoufand crowns upon his admitting a 
thoufand Spanilh troops into the town; but re- 
quired Gomeron himfelf and his two younger bro- 
thers to remain with him as hoftages, till the caftle 
likewife (hould be put into his pofleflion. To this 
Gomeron confented, from a fond perfuafion that 
his brother would imitate his example, rather than 
expofeZ>/iw and his other brothers to the refentment 
of the Spaniards, efpecially as their mother was in 
the caftle, whofe intrcaties he expe&ed d'Orvilliers 
would be unable to refift. But d'Orvilliers chofe 
rather to abandon his brothers to their fate, than 
betray his charge to the enemies of his country ; 
and he admitted the duke de Bouillon into the caftle, 
with a numerous body of the king's troops, who 
attacked the Spaniards in the town, and either put 
them to the fword or took them prifoners. The 
mother of Gomeron, now trembling with arxiety 
for her children's prefcrvation, came to Fuw.e* 
and reprefented, that d'Orvilliers repented of w** # 
he had done* and was willing to deliver 'be '*&*',* 
to him, if he would come himfelf with )t\ wr.ij v, 
receive it. The count, believing her reprefc:,**'^; 
to be true, the more readily ai fhe hex£-;f for.'-*,*) 
entirely convinced of the truth '/ ;% ft4v*vj*j 
with his forces towards Ham ; bv* £-/; -■/ ***.* **+ 
mother had been deceived, tzA v*% ^/m?^* v, 
avoid her importunity, d'Orv :[ ,*ri **> **• j>„ 
place, and rtfcjped his %,'s/trzs;*?? v„ &*&**, •*, 
was inflamed with rage, *:A pv f rs'j&<* v, '*& •* 
in prefenceoftheirrry. Txw '***&/) **.*• 4k •/>, 
perhaps deferve fc ibsre x ?.-&*;*?.? '***-. ^ 

"4 /£*. 
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Book hands of Fuentes ; but it was due to the treache- 
XXM- ry and egregious folly into which his avarice had 
,- 95 betrayed him k . 

siepc of From Ham the count conduced his troops, 
our ens. ^^ ^^ j ia ^ re ft e d f ome days, to lay fiege to 
Dourlens. This town being near the frontier of 
the Netherlands, was (trongfy fortified and garri- 
foned by a number of feledt troops. Still how- 
ever it was neceflary, in. order to prevent it from 
falling into the enemy's hands, that the garrifon 
fhould be augmented ; and no fooner nad the 
marflials Bouillon and Villars, whom the king had 
fent to watch the motions of the Spanifh army, 
heard that Dourlens was inverted, than they af- 
fembled all the troops in the neighbourhood, 
amounting to a thoufand foot and fifteen hundred 
horfe, and advanced towards the town, in hopes 
of being able to force their way through the ene- 
my's intrenchments ; but Fuentes, having received 
intelligence of their defign, left a part of his for- 
ces to guard his trenches, and maTched out with 
the reft, in order of battle, to an advantageous 
fituation at a little diftance from the town. When 
the duke of Bouillon obferved Fuentes fo well 
prepared for his defence, he counfelled marfhal 
Villars to retire v but that intrepid general, whofe 
courage was ever too ardent and impetuous, refuf- 
ed to comply, and ftill continued to advance, till 
his troops were almoft furrounded by the Spaniards. 
A defperate and bloody battle enfued ; but as there 
was no proportion in refpeCl of numbers between 
the contending parties, the French were almoft 
entirely cut to pieces, Villars himfelf was flain, 
and the cavalry, after great lofs, were obliged to 
retire. 

Dirikg the combat, the garrifon (allied out 

upon the troops which had been left to defend the 
camp and trenches - 9 but through the wife pre- 
caution 
k Bentivoglio, part iii . lib. ii. 
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1 was the principal obyacl af hb prefect expe- 

its important ciiy had been wreAed finocn tivr 
aids, as is above retased, by die duke of 
H and Azjou had bequeathed it to his mo 
Catherine of Mcdicts, by whom a French 
eman of tbe same of BaUgny had been ap- 
ed governor both of tbe town and citadel, 
(ny taking advantage of the troubles in 
:e, had for feveral years acknowledged no 
ioT; and as he had ftudied to maintain fome 
* of neutrality between the contending par- 
he had been differed to aft as fovereign both 
ic city and its territory. But apprehending, 
the difcomfiture of the League, that it was 
lary for him to make a choice, either of the 
of France or Spain, for his protedor, lie 
A to acknowledge his dependence on the 
ch monarch •, on condition, that he fhould be 
ntted to enjoy under him poflcflion of the fo- 
gnty, with the title of prince of Cambray \ 
to thefe terms Henry the more readily con- 
fen ted 
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Boo* fented, as he dreaded, that if he reje&ed than, 
^Ji^ they would be granted by the king of Spain. 

! 595- Balagny, being thus confirmed in his poflet 
fion, fpared no expence or pains in ftrengtheniog 
the fortifications of the place. The garrifoo 
amounted to three thousand foot and fix hundred 
horfe, the greateft part of which were Frenck 
troops, of the moft unqueftionable bravery. The 
town was flrong, and it was well furnifhed with 
military flores and provifions. 

Drtermined by thefe confederations, foracof 
the principal officers in the Spanifh army endct- 
voured to perfuade the count de Fuentcs to rdin- 
quifh his defign, by reprefenting, that before he 
could accomplish it, either die winter feafon would 
overtake him, or the French monarch, being dif- 
engaged from his enemies in other quarters, would 
arrive with a fuperior army, and attack him after 
his troops were diminilhed in number, and ex- 
haufted with the operations of the fiege ; but Fu- 
entes, ambitious to diflinguilh his adminiftration 
by lb important an acquifition, and elated by the 
fuccefs with which his enterprifes had been hitherto 
attended, refufed to liften to thefe remon (trances ; 
and, having received a great augmentation of for- 
ces from the neighbouring provinces, he began his 
operations without delay. They were carried on 
with a degree of fkill and vigour which would 
have reflected honour on the greateft generals of 
the age •, and notwithftanding the moft intrepid 
defence, conducted with much prudence by the 
celebrated de Vic, whom Henry had fent with a 
reinfoi cement of troops to the alfiftance of the be- 
fieged, he opened his batteries in a few weeks fo 
near the town, that fome of its principal defences 
were deftroyed, and a great part of the wall was 
laid in ruins. Still however his fuccefs was doubt- 
ful. He encountered the moft- difcouraging diffi- 
culties 
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llties. in furnifhing his troops with provifions ; jj o k 
id nothing but the mod unconquerable refolution, XXII. 
Ided to the dread of tarnifhing the glory which ****w 
5 had already acquired, could have prevented ' > 95 ' 
im from abandoning his attempt. 

But he was faved from that mortification, by camwar 
le inhabitants of the town, who having been long llTJZlZ. 
ccuftomed to the mild adminiftration of their 
rchbifhops, had borne with extreme impatience 
he haughty imperious behaviour of Balagny ; and 
lad been almoft reduced to defpair, by the ex- 
ertion, rapine, and infolence of his wife, by whom 
lefufTered himfelf to be entirely governed. The 
atizens had fecretly fent a deputation of their 
lumber to the French monarch, in treating him 
io deliver them from the yoke of their oppreflbr, 
rod offering on that condition to fubmit to his au- 
thority, and to receive a garrilbn of his troops. 
But through the influence of the famous Gabriel le 
J'Etrees, whom Balagny had gained over to his 
ntereft, Henry not only refuted to comply with 
heir requeft, but confirmed Balagny in his ufurp- 
sd authority. 

The inhabitants, inflamed now with refent- 
nent againft the king, as well as againft Balagny, 
refolved to embrace the firft opportunity of putting 
chcmfelves under the dominion of their former 
mailer the king of Spain j and thty were con- 
firmed in their refolution, by the numerous t<> 
defiaftics in the town, who hoped by this mcufurc 
to eflettuate the re-eftablifhmentof the ardibillu'P, 
whom Balagny had expelled. Having formed their 
plan, they delayed the execution of it, till IVilag- 
ny and de Vic were wholly occupied in taking 
meafures againft an affault, which they believed 10 
be intended by the Spaniards. At that time tlu y 
fan to arms, and made themfelvca maftcrs of our 

of 
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mediately fent to I with as ofici* to fanuf 

der the town on the f ing conditions, to which 

he readily agreed: _ it the fobfiors (houftf be ie- 

(trained from phin ' * tfat all paft offimcd 

(houtd be forgiven : i t tile citizens (hook! en- 
joy their wonted prtv i, afld the arcfcBifhop In 

itftoncd to Ms attcii ^ ritii&ktt and audfcmty. , 

The garrifon knittediaady netkvd intothd chr 
del, where thaycxfeaedtolwvabeffnallrio 4* 
find thtmfetaa for »canftfeabfe dote. B*eh*>- 
ing found, upon ftardriag thcr mqguaiag daft 
them was harfomt*i fe*ig^^ 
for three dayt> they amed on dierftrft fiottmodi 
to capitulate. The w& of Iriagny lac* re&wi 
them to this needfity, by feHitt#. an an eaoffetaflt 
price, without her hatband's ktowiedgi^ tto ftt» 
vifions which had been laid up in ftore. 

During the fiege this woman had difcovercd 
a degree of fpirit, capacity, and courage above 
her fex ; but being unable to bear the confeioufnds 
of that egregious folly into which her avarice had 
betrayed her, and which was now attended whfl 
confequences fo fatal to her ambition, (he was 
overwhelmed with anguifh and defpair ; and refut 
ing to take either medicine or food, (he died mi* 
ferably, before the citadel was delivered to the 
Spaniards, 

The capitulation was figned on the ftventh of 
Odtober, and the garrifon marched out with all the 
honours of war upon the ninth ; : immediately aftcf 
which, Fuentes having Rationed five hundred Spa* 
niards in the citadel, and two thoufand Germans 
in the town, fet out for the Netherlands with the 

reft 
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reft of his forces, and put them into winter- Book 
quarters in Flanders, Artois, and Hainault ! . ^*!^[j 

The reader will not fuppofe that the attive fpirit h ^V n 
of the French monarch could be unemployed Barguady. 
during the courfe of" thefe difaftrous events. He 
was deeply aflfedlcd by the lofs of the important 
towns which had been conquered by Fuentes, and 
would have marched in perfon to their relief, had 
he not believed that his prefence was ftill more 
neceflary in another part of his dominions. For 
Philip having refolved to profecute the war with 
vigour in different quarters at the fame time, had or- 
dered Velafco, the conftable of Caftileand governor 
of Milan, to lead an army of ten thoufand men 
into Burgundy ; and thefe troops, were upon their 
arrival in Franche Comptfi, joined by the duke de 
Mayenne with a thoufand foot and four hundred 
borfe. This army was greatly fupsrior to any, 
which marfhal Biron, who commanded in thefe 
parts, could aflemble to oppoie it ; and Henry 
dreaded that the province of Burgundy would be 
fpcedily overrun. Having therefore fent orders 
to his troops in different parts to follow him, he 
fet out himfelf at the head of one thoufand eight 
hundred horfe and foot, with an intention to ha- 
rafe the enemy, till the reft of his army fhould 
arrive. 

The Spaniards had pafled theSaone, and advanced B* ttte of 
as far as Fontaine-Fran?oile, when Henry attacked Frtn * il 
them on thtir march, with a degree of impeuiofny 
and ardour thai filled Velafco with aftonilhment. 
The king was bravely fupported on this occafion 
by the marquis de Mirebeau, the. count dc Gra- 
mont, and feveral others of his nobility ; but 
above all, by the intrepid Biron, who fought long 
after he waa covered with the bluod that flowed 

from 
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Boa* from a wound which he had received in the be- 

% ^Hh & nr * m & °f r he engagement. The king by his ex- 

>S95* h ** 3 ^ ^ ap d ^ more by his example, inflamed 

his troops to a degree of madnefe. Ac the head of 

his fquadrons, he plunged fword and hand into 

the midft of the enemy, broke through their ranks, 

and threw their van into confufion. 

Had Velafco ordered his whole army to ad- 
rance, it is impoiTible but Henry mud have been 
furrounded and overpowered. But his courage on 
this occafion fupplied the want both of caution and 
* of numbers, Velafco intimidated by the un- 
exampled boldnefs which he had feen difplaycd, 
gave orders for a retreat, and left the king in 
jpoflelVion of the field of battle. Early next morn- 
ing he repaflcd the Saone, notwiteftanding the 
earned remonft ranees of the duke de Mayenne, 
who had procured certain intelligence of the 
ftrength of the enemy. Mayenne then intreated 
Velafco to leave him a part of the forces to raife the 
fiege of Dijon, which had been invefted by a 
party of the royalifts, and to enable him to defend 
fuch other towns on this fide of the river as were 
ftill in his pofleflion. But this likewife the Spanifh 
general refufed, and continued to retire till he 
reached the town of Gray ; where he fortified 
his camp in the ft rongeft manner, with a refolution 
to ad only on the dcfenfive, in cafe the royal 
army fhould advance. 

Reconcile- Velasco, who was utterly unpra&ifcd in the 
mcot D of military art, appears to have been ftrongly actuated 
witrthc* w ^ha dread of the fuperior fkill and bravery of 
Jung. c the king. But the duke de Mayenne likewife 
perceived in his condutt towards bm 7 on this oc- 
cafion, manifeft fymptoms of diffidence anddiftruft. 
This the duke could not help attributing to 
Velafco's inftruttion from the court of Spain; 

and 
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and he could not doubt, that through the ill offices Book 
of the Spanifh minifters in France, Philip had ** fljj 
ponceived fome frefh jealoufy of his defigns. He ^7^/ 
was therefore thrown into great perplexity, while 
he believed that he (hould ere long be abandoned 
by the Spaniards, as he had already been by molt 
of his adherents in France ; and could hardly fup- 
pofe that now, when his power was reduced fo low, 
he would be able to obtain advantageous conditions 
from the king. After long deliberation, he form- 
ed the refolution of going to Madrid, to juftify his 
conduft to Philip, againft the mifreprefentations 
of his minifters. But he was faved from that fatal 
ftep by the invincible goodnefs of the French mo- ) 

narch, who, having been informed of his diftrefs, 
fent Lignerac, a friend and confident of the duke, 
to affure him of his efteem, and to inform him, 
that he was dill ready to receive him into favour, 
and to grant him the moft honourable terms. 

Henry did not require an immediate fubmiffion 
from him, becaufe the duke had often declared, 
that he would never acknowledge his authority 
till the pope (hould grant him abfolution ; but he 
defired that he (hould retire to Chalons, one of his 
own towns, and wait there for that event, in full 
confidence that no advantage (hould be taken in 
the mean time either of himfclf or his adherents. 

Mayenne, who knew with how much fafety 
he might rely on Henry's promife, and was deeply 
penetrated with a fenfe of the generous offer which 
had been made to him, accepted of it without he- 
sitation, and left the Spanilh camp. 

Soon after this agreement, Henry advanced to 
the banks of the Saone, with a refolution to trans- 
port his forces, confiding of feven thoufand 
foot and two thoufand horfe, into Franche 

Vol. II. B b Comptfi, 
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Compt6, where Velafco lay intrenched. In fpite 
of the troops which had been planted to difpute 
his pafTage, he forded the river about three miles 
below the town of Gray, and then led his army 
towards the enemy ; but finding their intrench- 
ments too ftrongly fortified to be attacked with 
any probability of fuccefs, he turned afide, and 
began to lay wafte the country, or to levy contri- 
butions from the inhabitants. Velafco kept ftill 
within his camp. At length the Swifs Cantons, as 
friends and protestors of the people of Franchc 
Comptfi, interpofed their influence. At their de- 
fire, the king readily defifted from his depreda- 
tions; and having led back his troops into his 
own dominions, he refolved to march as foon as 
poflible to the frontiers of the Netherlands. 

The T£ . ** E was ' n ^'y expectation, at this time, of 
?™riroiut£ receiving the pope's abfolution, which had been 
•*• much longer delayed than he expedted, through 

the violent oppofition of the Spanifh minifters at 
Rome ; but Clement now perceiving, that Henry 
was firmly eftablilhed on the throne, and dread- 
ing, that by a longer delay he might exhauft his 
patience, and provoke him to throw off his allegi- 
ance to the Holy See, in imitation of Henry V1IJ. 
of England, in the pontificate of Clement VII. 
he refolved to run the rifk of giving offence to 
Philip, and on the 16th of September pronounced 
the fentence of abfolution. This event gave 
inexpreflible joy to all the true catholics of France ; 
and the treaty of agreement, which had been 
begun with the duke de Mayenne, was foon after 
brought to the defired conclufion. Such other 
members of the League as had not already fub- 
mitted, imitated the example of their leader. In- 
ternal peace was every where eftablilhed, and 
Henry had leifure to apply his whole attention to 
the Spanifh war m . 

The 
ra D'Avila, lib. xiv. Thuanus, anno 1 595. Pertfixc Elzevir, 
p. 230, fcc. 
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The tranfa&ions in the Netherlands this year Book 
were lefs important and interfiling than in any ^*J^ 
Former campaign fince the commencement of the q. 
war, which was principally owing to the gover- Affair* ©f 
nor's prudent choice of the vigilant, experienced j^* ether " 
Mondragone, as commander in chief of the 
forces during his abfence. About the middle of 
July, prince Maurice befieged the town of Groll ; 
but Mondragone, having augmented his army, by 
making draughts from the garrifons of the neigh- 
bouring towns, advanced towards him with fo 
much celerity, that not having had time to com- 
plete his entrenchments, Maurice was obliged to 
raife the fiege. The two armies la#*long in fight 
of each other; and as they were nearly equal in 
ftrength, and both generals exerted an equal de- 
gree of vigilance and circumfpedtion, they effectu- 
ally prevented one another from undertaking any 
important enterprife. 

There were frequent (kirmifhes with various 
fuccefs; but the only one which deferves to be 
mentioned was a rencounter near the river Lippe, 
where Maurice ordered count Philip de Naflau, 
with five hundred horfe, to lie in ambufh in a 
wood, to intercept a party of the enemy which had 
been fent out for provifions. Of this Mondragone 
had received intelligence, and with great fecrecy 
flationed a body of horfe ftill more numerous in 
another wood at a little diftance from the firft. 
When the Spanifli foragers arrived at the ambuf- 
cade, they were attacked on every fide, and re- 
pulfed with confiderable (laughter ; but being fpee- 
dily reinforced by their friends in the neighbouring 
woods, they returned to the charge. The Dutch 
troops, aftonifhed to find themfelves caught in 
their own fnare, were at laft overpowered by num- 
bers; three hundred of them, with their com- 
mander, were killed, and the reft obliged to favc 
themfelves by flight. 

B b 2 This 
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This was the laft memortble event of die cam* 
paign, although die two generals remained in 

>S9S« ght of eac ^ 1 othcr .^ ** rad of OAober f when 
gjgjK* they broke up their camps, and put their troops 
into winter-quarters ; and Mondragone died not 
long after at the age of ninety-two* having to die 
laft preferved fufficient vigour to fulfil, with dif- 
tinguilhed reputation, all the duties of a com- 
mander. He had ferved in the Netherlands near 
fifty years, ami had a principal (hare in almoft 
every military enterprife, yet he had the lingular 
fortune to efcape without a wound *. 

a Gfottus, lib. iv. Beatiroglio, part iii. lib. ii. 

During the courfe of the tranfa&iooi recoided in thk 
book t the Dutch performed their firft expedition to India* 
but at their acquintions at thb time were inconsiderable, and 
their moft important cononefti orer Philip^ fubjefts in that 
diftant region were not atcnieved till feveral years after the 
prefent period, I have referred the relation of the whole for 
the hiftory of the fnbfequent reign. 
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FROM the capacity and vigour, of which the b o • * 
count de Fuentes had given fo many proofs XXIV. 
fince his acceffion to the government, there was ' L - , ~*~ 1 -* 
reafon toexpeft, that he would have been fuffer^d -nieSfc 
long to retain pofleflion of it; but Philip, having duke Albert 
from the beginning intended that he rtiould con- f^^hit 
tinue governor only for one year, had immediately lands, 
after the death of Erneft fixed upon the cardinal 
archduke Albert for his fucceflbr. 

This prince, nephew to Philip, and youngeft 
brother to the emperor, had been entrusted with 
the regency of Portugal, By his prudent admi- 
niftration he had acquired univerfal efteem ; and 
Philip, who entertained the higheft opinion of his 
abilities, believed that no perfon was better quali- 
fied, either to profecute the war with vigour, or 
to bring it to the defired conclufion. 

Hi 
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He arrived at Bruffels about the middle of Fe- 
bruary one thoufand five hundred and ninety-fix, 
1596. having brought with him a reinforcement of Ita- 
lian and Spanifli troops, and which was of ftill 
greater utility, a fum of money, amounting to 
fifteen hundred thoufand crowns. 

The count de Fuentes, unwilling to a£t in a 
fubordinate ftation, in a country where he had en- 
joyed the chief command, refigrted the government 
to the archduke, and fet out for Spain. 

siege of La Albert immediately applied to make the pre- 
parations necefTary for a new campaign ; and con- 
formably to his inftru&ions from Phpilip, he turned 
his principal attention to the war with France. His 
firft objedt was the relief of La Fere in Picardy, 
which had remained in the hands of the Spaniards 
ever fince it was delivered by the League to the 
duke of Parma. 

Towards the end of the preceding year, it 
had been inverted by the French monarch ; but as 
it was ftrongly fortified, and the garrifon confided 
of chnfen troops, commanded by Alvaro Oforio, 
a Spanifli officer of difiinguifhed reputation, Henry 
was fatisficd with blocking it up fo as to prevent 
* the entrance of fupplies. This he accomplished 
with little difficulty. The blockade had lafted for 
feveral weeks, and Oforio had conveyed intelligence 
to the archduke, that if he was not fpeedily re- 
lieved, the want of provifions would render it im- 
pofiible for him to hold out for any confiderable 
time. The Spanifh army was affembled at Valen- 
ciennes, and almoft ready to begin its march ; but 
the more the governor and his council of war re- 
flected on the difficulties which mud attend the 
attempting to raife the fiege, by marching directly 
to La Fere, the more infurmountable they appear- 
ed. For they could not, it was obferved, ap- 
proach to that town, without leaving behind them 
St.Quintin,Ham, Guife, Peronne, and feveral other 

fortified 



PHILIP n. KING OF SPAIN. 375 

fortified places, the garrifons of which would ha- ** o o k 
rafs them on their march, break up the roads, and J^JjLl, 
intercept their convoys of provifions. An impaf- I$ ^ 
(able marfli rendered the town inacceffible on every 
fide,except where the French monarch had ftrongly 
ortified his intrenchments. Even if they ftiould 
come in fight of the town, yet, before they could 
enter it, they muft either attack the enemy within 
their camp, or engage with their whole army in the 
open field. They could not attack them in their 
camp, without expofing themfelves to almoft cer- 
tain ruin ; Henry would not give them an oppor- 
tunity of fighting in the field, unlcfs his army, 
which was increafing daily, were fuperior to theirs, 
and the confequences of a defeat would prove fa- 
tal not only to the army, but to all the Spanifti 
conquefts in France, and perhaps too to the king's 
authority in the Netherlands. 

Determined by thefe confiderations, the arch- 
duke formed the refolution of befieging fame 
other frontier town, of fufficient importance to in- 
duce Henry either to raife the fiege of La Fere, or 
compenfate for the lofs of that place, in cafe it 
ftiould be obliged to capitulate. 

He hefitated for fome time whether he (hould si*** *» 
lead his army againft St. Quintin or Pcronnc \ but 01 *"' 
he foon laid afide the thoughts of attacking cither 
of thefe places, and refolved to undertake the re- 
duction of Calais, which he believed would be an 
eafier, as well as a much more important acquifi- 
tion. 

This cnterprife was fuggefted to the governor The sicur 
by the Sieur de R6ne, a native of France, and * Rone ' 
formerly a violent partifan of the League, who had 
entered into the fervice of Spain againft his king 
and country. He was a man of a dark intriguing 
fpirit, whom no tie could bind but intercft ; but 
he was bold and active, fagacious and penetrating, 

and 
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Bo°* an( j eminently diftinguifhed for his (kill in the art of 
J^J^war. He had received intelligence that Calais, 
1596. H^ e many other towns in the kingdom, had been 
much negledted during the civil war ; that although 
the king had ordered the fortifications of it to be 
examined, yet his other occupations had not al- 
lowed him to beftow that attention on it which 
its importance deferved ; and that, as fbme of the 
works were ruinous, fo the garrifon was too fmall 
to defend a place of fo great extent. For thefe 
reafons, the governor approved highly of De Rone's 
propofal, and he committed the execution of it 
to himfelf. 

In order to prevent the enemy from fufpe&ing 
what was intended, it was communicated only to 
two or three of the principal officers; and the arch- 
duke gave out that his defign was to relieve La 
Fere. He accordingly began his march towards 
that place while De Rone turned fuddenly to Ca- 
lais with a body of feleit troops, and attacked the 
fort and bridge of Nieulai, which commands the 
entrance to the town by land. He made himfelf maf- 
ter of it with very little difficulty, ard then proceed- 
ed to attack the fort of Rifbane, which ftands at the 
mouth of the harbour, and was of the greateft im- 
portance for the prefervation of the place. The 
garrifon of this fort made a more vigorous refift- 
ance than that of Nieulai ^ but no fooner had De 
Rone opened a battery agair.ft them, by which 
only a few were killed, than they were feized with 
a fudden panic, and offered to capitulate. This 
rapid progrefs exceeded De Rone's mod fanguine 
expectations, and it gave him the greater joy, as 
not long after the Rilbane had furrendered, fome 
fhips with troops for the reinforcement of the gar- 
rifon which had had arrived from Boulogne, find- 
ing the entrance to the harbour in his poifeilion, 
were obliged to return. 
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The archduke, who was in the neighbourhood of B o o k 
Valenciennes, when he received intelligence of this ***/* 
fortunate commencement of his en terprife, fet out 'Tcq^ 
immediately with his whole army for Calais, and 
pitched his camp in fuch a fituation as he hoped 
would prevent the approach of the enemy. 

He firft attacked the fuburbs, and took them 
by affault - 9 nor did he encounter greater difficulty 
in making himfelf mafter of the town. His can- 
non had hardly begun to play upon it, when Vi- 
doflan, the governor, retired with the garrifon in- 
to the caftle ; and quickly defpairing of being able 
to defend himfelf in it, any better than he had done 
in the town, he offered to give it up in fix days, 
if he was not relieved before the expiration of that 
time. The archduke, in order to fave his troops 
and the fortifications of the place, readily agreed 
to this propofal, never doubting that he was fully 
able to prevent the entrance of any reinforcement 
cither by fea or land. 

The king, in the mean time, heard with much 
anxiety of the progrefs of the Spanifh arms. But 
the blockade of La Fere having continued for fe- 
veral months, he expected that the garrifon muft 
be reduced in a few days to the neceflity of capi- 
tulating; and he thought it probable, that after 
finifhing his prefent enterprife (which he could not 
abandon without looting all the expence and labour 
which he had beftowed upon it), he would arrive in 
time to raife the fiege of Calais. He went himfelf 
however with a part of his cavalry to Boulogne, that 
he might be ready to adminifter fuch afliftance to 
the garrifon of Calais, as might enable them to 
hold out till his whole army (hould be at liberty to 
advance to their relief. 

Upon 
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xxiv* ^ PON h* arrival id Boujpgne, be was informed 

^J^J of the capitulation above mentioned. He lamented 

1 596. bitterly that he had not brought with him a greater 

Henry*- proportion of his troops* but finding itneceflary 

SI P £ £& to m*ke &*** exertion without delay, he prevailed 

*• fcg» on Campagnol, the governor of Bolougne, with three 

hundred chofen men, to attempt to (bice his way 

in the night through the Spanifh lines. 

This arduous undertaking was executed without 
the lofs of a (ingle man ; ami Campagnol had no 
fooner arrived in the caftle, than having read the 
king's orders to the garrifon, he required them all 
to fwear that they would defend the fortrefs to the 
laft. 

In the evening of the 6th day of the truce, they 
were fummoned to fulfil their engagement ; when 
they replied that they had received the reinforce- 
ment which they expe&ed. But it foon appeared 
how unequal they were to the defence of fo weak 
a place, againft fo numerous an enemy. 

Early next morning De Rone began to play off 
his batteries, and in a few hours a great part of 
the wall was laid in ruins. 

of*** uken An Italian regiment, through whofe negligence 
hj form. Campagnol had got into the fort, was ordered to 
advance to the aflault, and was followed by the 
Walloons and Spaniards. The garrifon received 
them in the breach with undaunted courage, and, 
after an obftinate engagement, in which great 
numbers fell on both fides, compelled them to re- 
tire. But the Italians returned immediately to the 
charge ; and at laft through the great fuperiority 
of their numbers, they overpowered the garrifon, 
entered along with them into the fort, and put all 
of them to the fword, except Campagnol, and a 
few others, who took refuge in the church, and 
afterwards furrendered at discretion. In this man- 
ner 
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tier did Calais fall into the hands of the Spaniards 
in lefe than three weeks after De R6ne had begun 
the fiege. The king left Boulogne, after having 
taken precautions for the prcfervation of that place, 
and returned to La Fere. And the archduke, af- 
ter Haying eight or ten days in Calais to repair the 
fortifications, led his troops againft the town of 
Ardres. 

The garrifon of Ardres confifted of two thoufand siege of 
five hundred men, commanded by the marquis of Ardre ** 
Belin, the lieutenant governor of the province, and 
by the Sieur de Annebourg, governor of the town, 
an officer of diftinguifhed courage and capacity. By 
frequent vigorous fallies, the operations of the 
befiegers were greatly retarded. At length how- 
ever they took the fuburbs by affault, and De Rone 
began to batter the walls ot the town. But con- 
fidering the ftrength of the place, and the num- 
ber and bravery of the garrifon, he had little rea- 
fon to hope for fuccefs before the conclufion of the 
fiege of La Fere ; when there was no room to 
doubt that the king would advance without lofs of 
time to the relief of Ardres. 

Notwithstanding this encouraging circunr 
ftance, the marquis de Belin called a council of 
war, and urged with great earneftnefe the neceffity 
of capitulating ; alledging that it was impoffible to 
hold out till the king's arrival, and that the fooner 
they fubmitted, they would the more eafily obtain 
advantageous terms. This propofal was rejected 
with great difdain by the fieur de Annebourg and 
all the officers in the council. But the cowardly 
Belin, availing himfelf of that fuperior authority 
with which he was inverted as lieutenant-governor 
of the province, capitulated, notwithftanding their 
remonftrances, on a condition to which the arch- 
duke readily agreed, that the garrifon fhould march 

out 
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out with the honours of war. La Fere having fur- 
^ v w . rendered on the day immediately preceding, the 
"TsggT king had already fet out for Ardres, and as his ar- 
my had of late received a confiderable augmenta- 
tion, he entertained the moft (anguine hopes of be- 
ing able to raife the fiege. When a meffenger in- 
formed him of the fur render, he was inflamed with 
indignation, and ordered Belin to be tried for his 
life. At the importunity of his friends, he after- 
wards flopped die prosecution ; but he baniflied 
him from court, and deprived him/rff his office of 
lieutenant-governor of the province *. 

Albert i«- Henry was now in fome perplexity with refped 
NcAcriMdT. 10 h ,s future conduit. He was extremely folicitous 
to recover as foon as poflible the towns which he 
had loft.; but as his finances were in great diforder 
at that time, and Picardy having been long the 
feat of war, was reduced to the moft exhaufted 
condition, he perceived that any enterprife fo te- 
dious as the fiege of a fortified town, mud be at- 
tended with infurmountable difficulties. He reviv- 
ed therefore, in conformity to the opinion of his 
nobility, to advance towards the enemy, and to 
compel them, if poflible, to give him battle. But 
the archduke, whofe army was greatly diminifhed 
by putting garrifons into the conquered towns, had 
penetrared into his defign ; and being no lefs 
averfe from an engagement than Henry was defir- 
ous for it, he left France without delay, and put 
his troops into quarters of cantonment in the pro- 
vince of Ai tois. The king being thus difappoint- 
ed in his hopes of a decifive aftion, difmifled the 
greater part of his army, and leaving the marflial 
Biron with only five or fix thoufand men to check 
the excurfions of the Spanifli garrifons, he return- 
ed to Paris, where a great number of important 
affairs of ftate required his attention. 

While 
• D'Arila, lib. xv. Bemivoglio, &c. Thuanus, p. n6. 
lib. viii. 
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While theSpanifh army was employed in pro- B < 
fecuting the war in France, no memorable event x ^ 
had happened in the Netherlands. This was not ^ 
owing to any want of adtivity or vigour en the part h? s> : 
of prince Maurice, but to the extreme weakness of H = r 
his army, which the States, from a def.re o^ fav- F ^' 
ing their ftrength when they were not exposed n 
immediate danger, had reduced fo low, that when 
all the garrifons were full, he could not lead into 
the field more than three thoufand men. \V;:h 
the affiftance of this little army, the garrifons of 
fome of the frontier towns had made feveral bo!J 
incurfions into Flanders and Brabant, and either 
plundered the country, or laid the inhabitants un- 
der contributions. The States of thefe provinces 
had ardently wiflied for the return of the arch- 
duke ; and they now intreated him to employ his 
arms in reducing fome of the places in their neigh- 
bourhood, from which they received fo great an- 
noyance. Albert, who did not intend, by return- 
ing fo early to the Netherlands, to pafs the remain- 
der of the feafon without a&ion, readily complied 
with their requeft ; and, after deliberating with 
his council of war, undertook the fiege of Halft 
in Flanders. 

Maurice had, fince his conqueft of that y#j> 
about five years before, made great additror.i is, - A 
fortifications. He had likewife formed the rv.-r > 
ry in which it (lands into an ifland, by ma.-Jt -v 
two large canals which were drawn »s.vi ~ t ^^ 
by building forts on thefe canak, zrA '*,'-? \ ./Jl 
of the adjacent country under *i^r, ^ /^ '*" 
deied the town almofi inacceiHhie, 

This at leaft was the opricn '/ 'rsrr -# 
whom Albert had fenc to Teojr.zrjr** r r ' 

ing ambitious to diftingnifh 'he 5,-£ i.- / v - ' '' 
miniftration, by perform^ ; ,^ ■; r ^ r '^. m "' 
to the people committed to hi* cxr* \J'" " 
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Book cited at the fame time by de R6ne and other ad- 

XXIV. venturous fpirits, whom no difficulties could deter 

^Y^T^from any enterprife, he perfiffed in his defign, 

59 ^ # and proceeded immediately to put it in execution. 

In order to conceal it as long as poffible from the 

enemy, he made a feint of attacking fome of the 

towns in Brabant, and his meafure was attended 

with the defired effedt Of five thoufand men who 

were in garrifon in Hulft, prince Maurice ordered 

two thoufand to reinforce the garrifon* of Gertru- 

denberg and Breda. 

Albert immediately after turned fuddenly to- 
wards Hulft, and having prepared a great number 
of fmail boats, he ordered two of his principal 
officers, de la Biche and la Barlotta, to tranfport a 
part of his forces acrofs the inundation and canals. 
Thefe men executed their commiffion with great 
fecrecy and filence in the dead of the night, and 
encountered difficulties which required die moft 
determined refolution to furroount. The tide 
did not rife (b hifcb as they expedted, and they 
were often obliged to leave their boats, and pufh 
them forwards, while they flood up to their knees 
in mud. When, after much labour and difficulty, 
they had brought them to the fide of the canal, 
they were difcovered by the garrifons of fome forts 
which had been built to obftrudt their approach ; 
but notwithftanding the inceflant fire of thefe 
forts, they ftill continued to advance ; and hav- 
ing launched their boats in the canal, they at laft 
arrived on the other fide, with the lofe of only 
a fmall number of men. Early next morning 
count Solmes, the governor of Hulft, attacked 
them before they had time to entrench themfelves, 
A bloody combat enfued, in which one regiment 
of the aflailants was routed, and their commander 
killed. But the reft reflecting on their defperate 
fituation from which it was impoffible to efcape, 
advanced with irrefiftible impetuofity, and after 
much bloodflied, compelled the garrifon to take 
(helter in the town. Princs 
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Prince Maurice no fooner heard of what had B y ° oc 
happened, than he fet out with all the forces which XX1V - 
he could collect, hoping to be able to drive the ^59^7* 
Spaniards from that ifland, before their number 
was increafed. But the archduke advanced with 
greater expedition, and prevented his approach. 
It was ftill practicable for Maurice to tranfport his 
forces to Hulft, by the canal which falls into the 
Hondt or Wefter-Scheld. But before he could 
reach the ifland in that way, Albert had tranfport- 
ed his whole army, and begun the operations of 
the fiege. The only expedient which Maurice 
could now employ, was to introduce fupplies into 
the town by the canal, the mouth of which was 
commanded by a ftrong fort, which he hoped the 
enemy would find impregnable. For this pur- 
pofe he fixed his refidence at Criming in Zealand ; 
and from that place, troops were frequently con- 
veyed to the afliftance of the befieged, notwith- 
standing the moft ftrenuous endeavours of the Spa- 
nifh army to intercept them. 

The fiege and the defence were conducted with 
equal vigour, and the combatants on both fides 
gave innumerable proofs of the moft heroic cou- 
rage. The garrifon fallied out almoft every day, 
and made dreadful havock among the Spaniards. 
De Rone, to whom the chief condudt of the fiege 
had been committed, was killed ; and by this ir- 
reparable lofs the afTailants were greatly difmayed. 
The archduke, however, perfifted in his enter- 
prife ; and although he had loft a much greater 
number of his troops than in both the fieges of Ca- 
lais and Ardres, he continued his operations with 
unremitted ardour, till, betides demolifhing all the 
outworks of the place, he had made a breach in the 
wall fufficient to admit of an aflault. 

The garrifon had thrown up a deep entrench. h,»:* &** 
ment within the breach, and as they were ftill asj!^;^ 
numerous as ever, through the feafonablc fupplies r3a,i "*' 

which 
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which prince Maurice from time to time had fent 
.^ them, they had little reafon for defpair. But be- 
1596. * n S fe' ze d with a fudden panic, they urged count 
Solmes-, the governor, with the mod earned im- 
portunity, to capitulate ; and the count, dreading 
that, in the prefent temper of their minds, they 
would probably deliver the town without his con- 
iPthAogaft.fent, complied with their requeft. 

vi&oryof Albert ftaid no longer in Hulft than was ne- 
Aftois. on in ceflary to give orders for repairing the fortificati- 
ons ; after which he returned to Bruflels, amidft 
the joy ful acclamations of the people ; who flat- 
tered themfelves with hopes, that, under the go- 
vernment of a prince fo fuccefsful in all his enter 
prifes, an entire flop would foon be put to the in- 
curfions of the enemy, and internal fecurity reftor- 
ed. But their joy on this account was of fliort du- 
ration. Marfhal Biron, whom the French mo- 
narch had left behind him in Picardy, with a body 
of felett troops, had hitherto been fatisfied with 
a&ing on the defenfive ; but foon after the furren- 
der of Hulft, he began to make incurfions into 
the province of Artois, and kept all the fouthern 
frontier of the Netherlands under perpetual alarms. 
The archduke fent the marquis of Varambon to 
oppofe him ; and Varambon for fome time oblig- 
ed him to adl with greater caution and circum- 
fpe&ion than he h id hitherto obferved. But Biron 
having received intelligence that the marquis was 
on his march to offer battle, he advanced rapidly to 
meet him ; and, having placed the greater part of 
his troops in an ambufh, he proceeded with the 
reft till he had reachtd the enemy. A fierce ren- 
counter enfued ; and Biron continued fighting and 
retreating, till he arrived at the place where his 
troops were pofted. He then returned to the 
charge with his whole forces united ; and having 
taken Varambon prifoner, he put many of his troops 
to the fvvord, and compelled the reft to fave them- 
felves by flight b . 

The 

b Bcntivoglio, lib. iii. Grotiui. 
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The Prince of Chimai, now duke D f Arfchot, was &° ? * 
appointed to fucceed Varambon ; and his endea- ~yZ* 
vours to reprcfs the incurfions of the enemy, were 1 596. 
attended with no bettor fuccefs than thole of his 
predeceflbr. Biron triumphed over him through 
the fuperiority of his cavalry, and continued to 
exercife his depredations in the open parts of the 
country, till the approach of winter obliged him 
to retire. 

During the courfe of thefe tranfaftions in the Expedition 
Netherlands and France, Philip fuflained a cala- ik'tSS? 
mity in Spain, which more than counterbalanced Sptb. 
any advantage that could be expected from his 
late acquifiuons. Almoft every feafon fince the 
difcomfiture of his Armada in 1588, the Englifli 
had undertaken forae naval en terprife either againft 
his dominions in Europe or in America. The af- 
fairs of the Netherlands [and Fiance had not hi- 
therto left him leifure to take revenge for thefe in- 
fults; nor was his leifure greater at the prefent 
period, than it had been for fome years paft ; but 
his patience was exhaufted ; and his acquifition of 
a fca-port, fo commodioufly fituated as Calais, 

Eve him a facility of annoying his^nemy, which 
had not poflefled before* He rdblved, notwith- 
ftanding his prefent embarraffments, to improve 
the advantage which this circumftance prcfented, 
and having begun to prepare a naval and military 
force, he intended to make a defcent in Ireland * 
where he had long fomented the rebellious fpirit of 
the catholic inhabitants, and had reafon to believe 
that they would join his troops as foon as they 
fhould land. 

Elizabeth was aware of the impending dan- fjj^ ^. 
ger, and determined, if poffible, to diffipate the miSeThT 
ftorm before it (hould approach. For this pur- cW€f * 
pofe (he fitted out a fleet of more than a hundred 
and fifty fhips, having about eight thoufand fol- 

Vol. IL C c diers 
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Book diers and feven thoufand mariners on board, and 
£^j gave the command of the land forces to the earl 
t ^ of Efiex, and that of the nary to lord Howard of 
Effingham. To this fleet the Dutch added twenty- 
four (hips, with a proportional number of troops. 
under the command or Wardmont vice-admiral of 
Holland, and count Lewis of Naflau, coufin to 
prince Maurice. 

With this powerful armament, Elizabeth in- 
tended to make an attack on Cadiz, where Phi- 
lip's naval preparations were principally carried on. 
But its deftination was carefully concealed. Sealed 
inftrudtions were delivered to the feveral command- 
ers, not to be opened till they (hould arrive at 
Cape St. Vincent's ; and they were ordered, in 
their way thither, to keep at a diftance from the 
coafts of Spain and Portugal, in order to prevent 
a difcovery of their defign. 

These precautions ferved effc&uafly the pur- 
pofe which was intended. The whole fleet amved 

on the 20th of June within fight of Cadiz, and 
found the Spaniards entirely unprepared for their 
defence. There was in the bay and harbour, be- 
fides thirty-fix merchant (hips richly laden, and 
ready to fail for America and the Indies, a fleet of 
about thirty (hips of war, and a great number of 
tranfports loaded with naval (lores, defigned for 
the equipment of another fleet, which Philip was 
then fitting out at Lifbon. But there was no per- 
fon in the place inverted with the chief command, 
and no garrifon in it fufficient for its defence. 

cadi/racked The Span i(h men of war, however, were quick- 
d" d a b n "the ty drawn U P * n the mouth of the bay, and they 
Ebgiifo! * fuftained the attack of an enemy fo much fuperior 
to them, for feveral hours, till feme of their largeft 
lhips were taken, others burnt, and the reft driv- 
en a-ground on the Eats and (hallows. 

Immj 
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Immediately after this fuccefs, the earl of Ef- B o ok 
fex landed his troops and led them towards the *?y^ 
town. A body of Spanilh forces marched out to 15g g # 
meet him ; but being unable to withftand the im- 
petuofity of the Englifh, they foon turned their 
backs and fled. The Englifti purfued, and en- 
tered the town along with them. The inhabitants, 
who were thrown into the mod dreadful confter- 
nation, made a feeble refiftance, and the caftle 
furrendered before the Englifli artillery had begun 
to fire. Eflex difcovered no lefs humanity after 
his vi&ory, than bravery in acquiring it. The 
town ndeed was given up to be plundered by the 
fbldiers, but no cruelty or outrage, fuch as occurs 
fo often in the hiftory of the Netherlands, was 
permitted to be exercifed. The booty was im- 
menfe, and would have been much greater, if, 
while the commanders were treating with fome of 
the principal merchants about a ranfom for the 
merchants (hips, the duke de Medina, who lay 
with forne troops near the town, had not given or- 
ders for Jetting them on fire. It was computed 
that, in military and naval (tores, merchant goods, 
and (hips, the lofs which Philip and his fubje&s 
fuftained on this occafion, could not amount to 
left than twenty millions of ducats. Had the ad* 
vice of the earl of Eflex been followed, the Englifh 
would have attempted to retain pofleflion of the 
town, but Lord Howard and the other command* 
ere regarded his propofal as chimerical. They be- 
lieved that they had already fulfilled the queen's 
intentions : they dreaded the approach of a Spanifh 
army, and therefore they made hade to put their 
plunder on board their (hips, and immediately fet 
ffcil for England. 

The affront which Philip received on this oc- Deftmaioo 
cafion, in having one of his capital towns facked ^^^ 
and plundered, conftituted a confiderable part of defied V<* 
his calamity, as it leffencd exceedingly the opinion lrt]Md - 
entertained of his prudence, as well as of his in- 
C c 2 ternal 




HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

ternal ftrength. This confideration, joined to an 
impatient defire of taking vengeance on Elizabeth, 
determined him, without regard to the approach 
of winter, to carry his plan of invading Ireland 
into immediate execution. By the arrival of his 
Plate fleet from America, he was enabled to equip 
in Lifbon and other places a hundred and twenty- 
eight (hips of War and transports, with fourteen 
thoufand troops on board, beudes a great number 
of Irifh catholics, and a prodigious quantity of 
military (lores, and materials and inftruments for 
building forts. This fleet, under the command of 
Don Martin de Padilla, fet fail from Ferrol in the 
month of November; and if it had reached the 
deftined port, the Spaniards, with the afliflance of 
the Popifh inhabitants, muft have acquired fo firm 
an eftablifhment in Ireland, as would have coft 
the Englifli many years, and much expence of 
. labour and blood, to difpoffefs them. 

Elizabeth and her fubjedts, fluflied with their 
fuccefs at Cadiz, were as (ecure as if the wound 
which they had lately inflifted on Philip's naval 
power had been mortal. They had no fufpicion of 
his defign, and were entirely ignorant of his pre- 
parations ; but the good providence of Heaven in- 
terpofed remarkably on this occafion, as it had 
done formerly, in their behalf. The Spanifh fleet 
was overtaken by a dorm off Cape Finifterre, and 
about forty (hips, with their crews and ftores, were 
loft. Padilla got back with difficulty to Ferrol ; 
and henceforth all thoughts of the intended enter- 
prife were laid afide c . 

The battle These calamities were fucceeded by another no 
hlut"™" fefe difaftrous event, which happened in the Ne- 
therlands in the beginning of the year one thoufand 
five hundred and ninety-feven. The fertile pro- 
vinces 
<• Grotius, lib. v. p. 269. Camden, p. 730. Carte, lib. xix. 
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vinces of Brabant (till lay expofed to the incurfions 
of the confederates"; and the inhabitants, in order _ ^ _ 
to fave the country and villages from being facked ,5^5. 
and plundered* had been obliged to fubmit to con- 
tributions, with which the united States were en- 
'abled to maintain the garrifons of Breda, Gertru- 
denburg, and other places. The archduke felicit- 
ous to deliver the* people from thefe oppreflions, 
had cantoned between four and five thoufand 
horfe and foot in the open town of Turnhout, 
which, on account of its neighbourhood to Breda* 
he judged to be the fitted ntuation for watching 
the motions of the enemy ; and he had given the 
command of thefe forces to the count de Varras, 
brother to the marquis of Varambon. 

Prince Maurice, having received intelligence 
that Varras had been intruded with this command 
more on account of his rank and family *, than 
his military flcill, refolved to avail himfelf of this 
imprudence, into which the archduke had been be- 
trayed. With great fecrecy and expedition he 
drew together an army of five thoufand foot and 
eight hundred horfe, and fet out from Gertruden- 
burg with a defign to attack the Spaniards in their 
quarters of cantonment. Varras was informed of 
his intention only on the evening before, and was 
determined, in contradidtion to the remonftrances 
of fome of his officers, to retire to the town of 
Herentals. He accordingly fent off the baggage 
in the night, and began his march by day-break, 
without the found either of drum or trumpet. His 
troops, almoft all of whom were experienced ve- 
terans, were at firft indignant at the thoughts of 
flying from an enemy whom they had often con- 
quered , but the dread with which their general 
was a&uated, foon diffufed itfelf into every breaft, 

and 

* Of the name of DcRicin Franchc Compt*. 
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B o o * and begot a convi&ion, that their prefervation de 
^^Y\f pcnded on the celerity of their retreat. 

"S97- Maurice was only a few miles from Turnhout 
when his fcouts informed him of the count's de- 
parture. He immediately fent Sir Francis Vera 
with a party of horfe to fcour the woods and hedges, 
and difpatched another party under count Hohen* 
loe, to retard the Spaniards on their march till 
the infantry (hould arrive. Befides count Hohenloe 
and Sir Francis Vere, the prince had brought 
with him count Solmes, Sir Robert Sidney, go- 
vernor of Flufhing, and feveral others of his braveft 
and mod experienced officers, by whom all his 
orders were executed with equal prudence and in- 
trepidity. Count Hohenloe, at the head of four 
hundred horfe, began the attack, and quickly 
routed the Spanifh cavalry, who, being driven 
back upon the foot, threw them into diforder. 
At this crifis, Maurice himfelf and Sir Francis 
Vere came up, and having broke through the ene- 
my's ranks, completed their confufion, and made 
dreadful havock among them, till the greateft part 
of them were either put to the fword or taken pri- 
foners. Varras himfelf was killed, after having 
given proofs, that his mifcondutt had not proceed- 
ed from the want of perfonal bravery, but from 
the confeioufnefs of his inexperience, and his folici- 
tude for the prefervation of his troops. Above two 
thoufand were (lain, and five hundred taken pri- 
foners, while the victors loft only nine or ten. 

It was in this engagement that a pra&ice in- 
vented by Maurice wasfirft introduced, of arming 
the cavalry with carbines inftead of lances ; and 
to this invention, which filled the enemy with a- 
mazement, Grotius afcribes the great facility with 
which they were overpowered j for the victory was 

gained 
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gained entirely by the horfe, and the infantry ar- *• °j * 
rived only in time to divide the fpoil. 22!j 



The battle of Turnhout, through the great dif- "597- 
parity between the numbers of the (lain on the op- 
pofite fides, contributed more to exalt the charac- 
ter of Maurice than any of his former achieve- 
ments. Nor was it military renown only which he 
acquired ; he gave a ftriking proof likewife of his 
humanity in his treatment of the prifaners, whom 
he protected from all injury and violence with the 
utmoft care, and many of them recovered through 
the tender attention which he beftowed. He fent 
the body of count Varras to the archduke ; and 
Albert on that occafion aflured him, that he would 
follow his generous example, and take efFcdtual 
pains to prevent all cruelty and outrage in the 
further profecution of the war \ 

The lofs which Albert fuftained in the battle of The fur- 
Turnhout was foon afterwards compenfated by his^len*. 
acquifition of Amiens, the capital of Picardy, and 
one of the ftrongeft and moft important towns in 
France. The citizens, who had been zealous par- 
tizans of the League, had lately fubmitted to the 
king, upon condition, that all their ancient privi- 
leges ftiould be preserved, and in particular, that 
they (hould be allowed to guard the town them- 
felves, and not to be obliged to admit a garrifon of 
mercenary troops. 

The number of thofe who were enrolled for 
bearing arms was between fourteen and fifteen 
thoufand ; but neither their difcipline nor their vi- 
gilance correfpopded to the danger to which they 
were cxpofed from the neighbourhood of the Spa- 
niards. They gave the fame attention to their or- 
dinary occupations as in the time of peace *, only 

a few 

c Grotius, lib. vi. ab initio. Thuantii, lib. cxviii, c. v. 
Bcntivoglio, part. iii. lib. iii. 
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Book a few were employed as centinels and guards, and 
J22^ even thefe performed their duty in the mod negli- 
1597. B ent manner. 

Of this negligence, Portocarrero, governor of 
Dour lens, a brave and enterprifing officer, had re- 
ceived intelligence fr&m one of the citizens 1 , and 
he founded upon it a plan for taking the city by 
furprife. Having communicated this plan to the 
archduke, and obtained his approbation, he col- 
lected from the neighbouring garrifons about three 
thoufand horfe and foot, which he judged to be 
fufficient to carry it into execution 8 . On the 
eleventh of March, he fet out from Dourlens in 
the beginning of the night, and before fun-rife ar- 
rived at an hermitage about a quarter of a mile 
from Amiens. As foon as he perceived that the 
gate which lay next him was opened, he fent for- 
ward ten or twelve of the mod refolute of his fol- 
diers, with three officers, called d'Ognano, la Croix, 
and Del Aero, difguifed like the peafants of that 
country with long frocks, under which each of 
them had a brace of piflols and a fword concealed. 
Three of this party carried bags filled with nuts and 
apples. One of them drove a waggon loaded with 
large beams, and the reft followed flowly at a little 
diffance. When the three firft had parted the pal- 
lifades and approached the gate, one of them fell 
down as by accident, and fcattered the nuts and ap- 
ples ; and while the guards making game of the fup- 
pofed peafant, were fcrambling for them, the wag- 
gon was driven under the gate. There it flopped, 
and Del Aero, by pulling an iron pin, quickly difen- 
gaged the horfes. He then fired a piflol, which was 

the 

f He had been banifhed on account of fome crime. 

g They confided of eleven thoufand Spaniards, five hun- 
dred Burgundiani and Germans, four hundred Irifti, two 
hundred Walloons, and nine hundred horfe. 
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the Ggn agreed upon^aDd be, and thofc who were with B <> o* 
him, falling with great fury upon the guard, killed XX1 Vj 
inoft of them, and made thonfelves mailers of the ^Tcq^ 
gate. The centinel upon the top of the gate* way, 
perceiving what had pafled, attempted to let down 
the portcullis : but it was fufpended by the beams 
and the waggon ; and Portocarrero in the mean 
time brought forward his troops, and ruftied 
into the town. The citizens, entirely unprepared 
for this fudden attack, were overwhelmed with 
aftonifhment and condensation. Their refinance 
was feeble and ill conducted ; and, after about a 
hundred of their number had fallen, they laid 
down their arms, and differed the enemy to take 
poffeffion of the town. 

The news of this difafter affected the French Huh* • *»f. 
monarch in the moft fenfible manner, and greatly Xi*^^. 
allayed the joy which his late triumph over the on. 
League was calculated to excite. He confidered 
that the Spaniards were, before this time, in pof- 
feffion of Calais, one of the principal (ca ports in 
his dominions ; and that by their prefent conquclt 
they had opened a paffage from the Ncthcilamlii, 
by which they could make incurfions to the g(itrn 
of the capital. He was mortified by rcfleAing on 
the judgment which foreign nations mud form of 
a prince, whofe glory confided chiefly in vittorira 
obtained over his own fubje&s; and he dirmlnl 
that the malcontents in his kingdom might takr ml- 
vantage of the prefent calamity, and rrvivr tlu« 
flames of civil war. He had laboured for (oinn 
time under bad health ; notwithstanding wlm-li, 
he broke off a courfe of medicine which luid Irm 
prefcribed to him, and fet out immcdiati ly lor 
Corbie on the Somme h , where* after condilfitiu 
with the marfhal Biron and fomc other principal of 
ficers, herefolved to poftponc every other ulijrfl ol 

1 1 lb 

h About three leagues higher ibta AinUni. 
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Book his attention to the recovery of Amiens. He then 
^^j ordered Biron to inveft the town with fuch forces 
as could be drawn from the neighbouring garri- 
* ' fons, and returned to Paris to haften the prepa- 
rations neceflary to infure fucccfs. 

™*^ e of Henry knew that the moft vigorous exertion of 
his adlivity was rcquifite on this occafion, and he 
laboured with unceafing ardour, till, befides raif- 
ing a numerous army, he had collected, from 
every quarter of his dominions, provifions and 
military ftores proportioned to the difficulty of 
his intended enterprife. He concluded at this 
time a new alliance with the queen of Eng- 
land and the States of Holland ; in confequenceof 
which the former fent him four thoufand troops, 
and the latter furnifhed him with a confiderable 
fum of money, and engaged to make a powerful 
diverfion of the Spanifh forces in the Netherlands. 
Having fent offhis troops to Amiens before him, as 
fad as they were raifed, he found, on his return 
thither in the beginning of June, that the fiege was 
already far advanced. Biron, prompted by his 
natural ardour, and piqued by a faying which had 
dropt from the king, that his affairs almoft never 
prospered where he was not prefent, had exerted 
the moft indefatigable vigilance and induftry. He 
had rendered the blockade complete, by drawing 
flrong lines of circumvallation round the town, 
and had begun to make his approaches to the walls. 
Henry approved highly of every thing that he had 
done, and in order to pacify his refentment, fufFered 
him (till to retain the chief command. 

As the number of the troops was confiderably 
augmented by thofe which the king had brought 
with him, and by the arrival of the Englifti forces, 
the operations of the fiege were carried on with re- 
doubled ardour and alacrity j but the progrefs of the 

aflailants 
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iflailants was retarded greatly beyond what had Book 
been expe&ed, by the invincible bravery and un- XX1V - 
remitted vigilance of the governor and garrifon, \e^^ 
who difputed every inch of ground with match* 
lefs intrepidity, and in the numberlefs (allies which 
they made, put fome thou&nds of the befiegtrs 
to the fword. 

By tbefe Tallies their own number was confide* 
ably diminifhed, and in one of them Portocarrero 
ivas killed. The defence however was ftill con- 
tacted with the fame (kill and fpirit as before by 
he marquis de Montenegro, a Neapolitan of the 
Family of Caraffa, and the king had reafon to de- 
pair of being able to finifti his enterprife before the 
irrival of the Spanifh army from the Netherlands. 

The archduke was fenfible that it was of great Albert «t. 
mportance to Philip's intereft to preferve pofldfion JS?2wifc 
>f Amiens, whether he fhould enter into a treaty the fage. 
)f peace with the French monarch, or profecute 
he war ; and he could not have exerted himlelf 
pith greater activity in making the preparations 
leceflary to raife the fiege. But his levies, as well 
is all his other preparations, had been carried on 
lowly, through the extreme difficulty which he 
bund in procuring money. The deftru&ion of 
he fleet and (lores at Cadiz had contributed not a 
it tie to increafe that diforder which had fo long 
prevailed in the king's finances. For feveral years 
tiflip had been in the practice of borrowing large 
urns from the Italian and Flemifh merchants, 
or which he had agreed to pay them an exorbitant 
ntereft, and had mortgaged certain branches of 
tis revenue. The inconveniencies arifing from 
hence had become intolerable, and he was deter 
nined to deliver himfelf from them at once, what- 
ver fhould be the confequence. He had accord- 
ingly published an edidt in the month of Novem- 
ber 
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ber of the preceding year, declaring all the con- 
tracts by which he had fequeftered his revenue to 
be null and void ; and alleging, as an excufe for 
this ftep, that, through the unfair advantages 
which had been taken of his diftrefs, he had reafon 
to dread, that unlefs fome remedy were immedi- 
ately applied, all his labours in behalf of Chriften- 
dom and the true religion would be loft \ 

Philip had as little reafon to be fatisfied with 
the prudence, as with the juflice, of this expedi- 
ent. His annual revenue, though now freed from 
all incumbrances, was infufficient to defray the 
enormous expence of the prefent war. It was (till ne- 
ceflary for him, while the war continued, to bor- 
row money ; but no merchants either in Genoa or 
Antwerp, where it had been ufually found, could 
be perfuaded to advance it ; and it was thiscaufe 
chiefly which had fo long retarded the archduke's 
preparations for the relief of Amiens. 

surremkrof The blockade of that city had been formed in 
Amiem. April, and it was the end of Auguft before he could 
begin his march. At that time he fet out with an 
army of more than five and twenty thoufand men, 
and arrived within fight of the French camp about 
the middle of September. As his infantry was 
greatly fuperior to that of the enemy, he refolved 
to offer battle ; and from the well-known temper 
of the French monarch, he doubted not that his chal- 
lenge would be accepted. But Henry being diftruftful 
of his infantry, the grcateft part of which confided of 
raw troops, readily complied with the advice of 
the duke de Mayenne, whom he had brought 
with him to the fiege, and refolved to keep 
within his lines. The archduke advanced to- 
wards him, with his army drawn up in order of 
battle i but when he perceived that the king's 

refolution 

» Grotius, lib. v. 
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■efolution was unalterably fixed, that he was well 
prepared for his defence, and .that his entrench- 
ments were every where ftrongly fortified, he de- l5 
paired of being able to effe&uate his purpofe, and 
returned to the NetherJands. In a few days after 
lis retreat, the marquis de Montenegro, with the 
approbation of the archduke, confented to ca- 
pitulate, and received from Henry the mod ho- 
nourable terms k . 

During the greateft part of the fiege of Ami- Prv*^ 
•ns, nothing memorable was tranfadted in the Ne- \ h l Neth'e". 
therlands ; but as the archduke had, in order to fill ***** 
up his army, almoft drained the provinces of troops, 
he had no fooner begun his march, than prince 
Maurice, having aflembled between twelve and 
thirteen thoufand horfe and foot, laid fiege to 
Rhinberg, and in a few days obliged it to capitu- ** th Op- 
iate, though the garrifon amounted to a thoufand tembcr * 
men. He next reduced the town of Meurs with End of a«- 
the fame facility. After which, having paffed the guft - 
Rhine, he made himfelf matter of Grol, Brevort, 
ind feveral other places, and then directed his 
march towards Lingen, the only fortified town 
which remained in pofleffion of the Spaniards 
on the north fide of the Rhine. Both the 
town and caftle of Lingen were commanded by 
count Frederic of Heremberg, with a garrifon of 
Gx or (even hundred men ; and the count made, 
for fome time, a vigorous and fpirited defence. 
But die prince, after his batteries were ready to be- 

£"n to play, having fent him a fummons to furren- 
a* on honourable terms, with an intimation, that 
as this was the firft fummons, fo he might be allur- 
ed that it would be the laft : Heremberg confider- 
ed, that his perfeverance rnuft be attended with 
the definition of the garrifon, and therefore agreed 
lo the terms propofed. 

All 

k D*A?ilt, lib. xt. Bcntiyoglio, part. iii. lib. iv. 
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Book All thefe conquefts were atchieved in lefs than 
^^Y* three months. In* thofe of Grol and Brevort, pla- 

L iw« ccs ^ tuatcc * ' n a mar foy f°i'» Maurice encounter- 
ed difficulties which required a rigorous exertion of 
his fuperior talents to furmount ; but as no peculiar 
or ftriking circumftances are recorded by the co- 
temporary hiftorians, I have not thought it ncccf- 
fary to dcfccnd to a particular detail. The acqui- 
fition of fo many frontier towns was of great im- 
portance to the United Provinces, as they were 
thereby delivered frotn the incurfions of the Spa- 
nifh garrifons, by which the inhabitants of the adja- 
cent country had been kept under perpetual alarms, 
and the States, deeply fenfible of this advantage, 
teftified their gratitude to prince Maurice, by con- 
ferring on him and on his pofterity the rich feigni- 
ory of Lingen and its dependencies. 

1598'. These tranfa&ions happened towards the end 
SiTfor* 11 " °f t * le Y ear onc thoufand five hundred and ninety* 
P«ce. feven ; and the following was diftinguifhed by a 
negociation which was fet on foot for the eftablifh- 
ment of peace between France and Spain. Nei- 
ther Philip nor Henry had derived from the war 
thofe advantages, by the profpeft of which they had 
been allured, and both of them had powerful motives 
for defiring that it might be fpeedily brought to a con- 
clufion. Philip's eyes were now opened to the vanity 
of thofe flattering dreams of conqueft by which he 
had been fo long deluded. His acquifitions in 
France had coft him more than they were worth ; 
and befides the expence of making them, they 
were much more than counterbalanced by the lof- 
fes which year after year he had fuffered in the Ne- 
therlands. His finances, as has been already men- 
tioned, were in extreme diforder ; his credit was 
ruined by the late violation of his faith ; his troops 
in many places of the Low Countries had mutinied 
again, 011 account of their want of pay ; and if the 
war fhould continue for another campaign, he 

thought 
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thought it not improbable that the greater part of B001 
them would refufe to march againft the en^pny. XXIV - 



From his advanced age, and broken health, he ^7^ 
had reafen to believe that his death was not far 
diftant, and be dreaded the fatal confequences 
which might arife from leaving his fon, who was 
hardly arrived at the age of manhood, involved in 
war with a prince fo powerful and enterprifing as 
the king of France. 

Peace was no lefs defirable to Henry than to 
Philip ; thofe wounds under which his kingdom 
had bled for fo many years, were ftill unclofed, and 
numberlefs diftempers prevailed in almoft every 
quarter, to which no effedhial remedy could be 
applied during the continuance of the war. 

While, for thefe reafons, both princes were The pope 
dike defirous of peace, neither of them would JJjJjJf^J* 
yield fo far to his antagonift as to be the firft to cm"^^ 
propofe it. But the fovereign pontiff, as the father n™*" 1 * 
of all catholic princes, and the common friend of 
the two contending monarchy adted the part of 
mediator between them ; and Clement difcovercd 
on this occafion a degree of zeal and prudence, 
which juftly entitled him to that high refpedl in 
which his charadler was held by his cotemporaries. 
At his requeft, it was agreed by the two kings, that 
a oongrefs fhould be held at Vervins, a town in 
Picardy, near the confines of Hainault. The pre- 
sidents de fiellievre and Sillery, were appointed 
plenipotentiaries by Henry ; and Ricardotto and 
Bapcifta Taffis, by Philip. Alexander de Medici, 
the cardinal legate, likewife repaired thither, and in 
the month of February the conferences were begun. 

These conferences were matter of great anxiety o PP oGtioa 
to the States of Holland, as they could not doubt ^tbe'th' 
that a principal motive which had determined Phi-«ndthc 
lip to difengage himfelf from the war with France, SuUu 
was, that he might be at liberty to employ his whole 

ftrength 
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ftrength againfl the confederated provinces. They 
were not without fufpicions likewife, that the 
queen of England would embrace the prefcnt op- 
portunity of delivering hcrfelf from the Spanidi 
war, and were therefore much difquieted with the 
apprehenfions of being left without an ally to fiip- 
port them. But they were (bon delivered from 
their fears with regard to the conduit of Eliza- 
beth, who being entirely convinced that the inte- 
reft and fafety of their infant republic were infe- 
parable from her own, gave themfrefh afliirftnces 
of the continuance of her friendihip. 

The French monarch no fooner agreed to the 
pope's propofal of a congrels, than he fent an inti- 
mation of it to his allies, and exprefled his defire, 
that, if poflible, a general peace might be efta- 
blifhed, in which they, as well as himfelf, might be 
comprehended. But neither Elizabeth nor the 
States were difpofed to liften to his advice. The 
latter were well aflTured that no confideration would 
perfuade Philip to treat with them as a free (late, 
and they were unalterably determined never to 
acknowledge him 2s their fovereign. Elizabeth, 
who had on different occafions experienced the 
great advantage which (he derived from alliance 
with them, was no lefs felicitous than themfelves 
that they fhould maintain their independence ; and 
fhe believed, that while they maintained it, (he 
fhould have no great reafon to dread the power of 
Philip. She was concerned however at the prof- 
peft of lofing fo ufeful an ally as the king of 
France, and fent Sir Robert Cecil and Mr. Herbert, 
who were accompanied by Juftin de Naflau and 
the celebrated Barnevelt, from the States, to re- 
monftrate with Henry againft the peace. 

These able negociators left no argument un- 
touched that could difiuade him from his purpofe: 
they reminded him of the alliance into which he 

had 
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had lately entered with the queen and the States, 
and of the affiftance which on different occafions 
they hpd afforded him. They reprefented the 
danger to which he expofed himfelf by treating 
with a piince who had given fo many ftriking 
proofs of infincerity ; and they offered to furnifh 
him wick a large fupply of forces, befides money, 
and a numerous fleet, for the recovery of Calais, 
and the farther profecution of the war. 

Hibnry replied, that no alliance which he had 
formed with the queen pr the States, could be 
reasonably interpreted as an obligation en him un- 
ceflarily to prolong the war, which he was per- 
fuaded would foon prove the utter ruin of his 
kingdom. He exprefled in ftrong terms his gra- 
titude for the friendship which they had {hewn him, 
and aftured them, that no peace which he fhould 
conclude with Spain, would prevent him from 
making a fuitable return. From the manner of life 
to which he had been fo long inured, joined to the 
provocations which he had received from Philip, 
they might believe, that it was not an averfion to 
the war, but the neceflity of peace that had deter* 
mined him to embrace a meafure fo repugnant to 
the inclination of his friends. The diforders which 
prevailed in his dominions were fuch, that if the 
proper remedies were not applied, they would foon 
become incurable, and thefe remedies could not be 
applied in the time of war ; but peace, he hoped, 
would quickly reftore his kingdom to its native 
ftrength and vigour ; when, inftcad of being a 
burden upon his allies, as he had hitherto been, he 
would be able, and they (hodd find him wiMing, 
not only to repay with intereft the obligations 
which they had laid him under, but to defend and 
protedk them, and the reft of Europe, agaiaft 
the exorbitant ambition of the king of Spain. 

Vol. II. Dd This 
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This apology, delivered with that irrcfiftible 
force of natural eloquence, by which Henry was 
1598. eminently diftinguifhed, made a ftrong iropreflion 
upon the minds of the Englifh and Dutch ambaf- 
fadors ; they could not doubt of the truth of what 
they had heard ; and before their departure, they 
had the candour to acknowledge, that as the peace 
which he was about to conclude was neceflary for 
France, fo it might be found in the iffue highly be- 
neficial to the other European powers. Henry fent 
ambafladors to England and Holland to enforce 
what he had faid on this occafion, and ftill con- 
tinued as formerly on terms of cordial friendship 
both with Elizabeth and the States. 

conciufion The treaty of peace was foon after brought to 
on th« id'of the defired conciufion ! . Several difficulties occur- 
M *y- red during the courfe of the conferences, which 
were removed through the difinterefted zeal and 
great authority of the pope and the cardinal legate, 
and at length, upon Henry's refigning his claim 
to Cambray, Philip confented, though with great 
relu&ance* to give up Calais, Andres, Dourlens, 
and all the other towns in France, which he had 
acquired at the expence of fo much blood and 
treafure m . 

^•^Ne- Phi ^ip had been the more felicitous to put an 
therUmis to end to the war, on account of a fcheme which he 
A*bm* a ° d ^ ac * conceived, after the dilappointment of his views 
in France, of transferring the fovereignty of the 
Netherlands to his eldeft daughter Ifabella, whom he 
intended to give in marriage to the archduke. And 
to embrace this meafure, he was prompted, partly 

by 

1 At Vervins. 

m Bentivoglio, parr. iii. lib. iv- p. 464, Sully, lib. ix. 
DAvila, towards the conciufion. Thuanus, lib. cxx. feci. i. 
and v ; and Camden, p. 760, &c. Miniana, lib. x. cap. xii 
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by his attention for the Infanta, one of the mod 
accompli (hed women of the age f and partly by his 
efteem for Albert, whom, of all the princes in Eu- 
rope, he deemed the mod worthy of fo illuftrious 
an alliance. 

But while his attachment to his daughter and H . ude,iber- 
her future hufband made him defirous of procur-^iHutjea. 
ing for them fome fovereign eftablilhment, he could 
not, without reluctance, refolve to feparate from 
the body of his empire fo rich a portion of his he- 
reditary dominions. To the troops and money of 
the Netherlands, the late emperor and himfelfhad 
been greatly indebted for moft of their victories 
over their enemies in France and Germany ; and 
it had been the Netherlands chiefly, which, by 
their fituation in the heart of Europe, had render- 
ed them formidable to the feveral European pow- 
ers, and enabled them folong to maintain the tran- 
quillity of their other dominions. The preferva- 
Jion indeed of thefe provinces had, for many years, 
proved a perpetual drain for the wealth of the Spa- 
ni(h monarchy ; but it was doubtful whether, if 
they were disjoined from it, they would not be 
found as great a burden as ever, fmce it would 
ftill be incumbent on the king to fupport the arch- 
duke in his new fovereignty. againft the attempts 
of his enemies in the revolted provinces. 

These confiderations were urged with great 
warmth by the count dc Fuentes, in order to dif- 
fuade Philip from the profecution of his defign. 
But fome others of his counfellors, and particularly 
the count de Caftel-Rodrigo, in whom he repofed 
the greateft confidence, were at no lefs pains to 
confirm him in it, by reprefenting, that the fcpa- 
ration propofed, inftead of leflening, would ferve 
to augment the ftrength and vigour of the Spanifh 
monarchy. 

D d 2 " The 
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. wnKO dm mmaaf icronecs or id prcitur 
theitft from MnJMMg dteir riMPpIrp bat tofffe 
ibdn * fbvttOjgD or dic2r own* who by ttfidn 
amdug them, gMgjte ooiiriKai^ and tectiffe their *£» 
feftioii ft wttQCp that without tb£ ilHtWIlHi 
offhe queen of En&md*ibbrit&mtAha*m 
taw fame hid dova their An * bat if wittdte 
feeble aid which they had raxfod ftu&aqNa 
thgrofled with doencftic duo, and tottering 
on her throne, they had been able for fo maaf 
years not only to defend tbetalelves, but to Cliff 
on an oflfenfive fucedsful war, ho* much rcafbtt 
was there to dread the confluences that muft fol- 
low, if the Bruifh crowns were United) as they 
would foon be, on die head of a prince in the vi- 
gour of life, who being free frofli the embacrrafl*- 
ments of a difputed title, would have full leifiue 
to give attention to foreign affairs. From jealoufy 
of the king, the neighbouring princes would never 
ceafe to fupport the rebellion, and foment tbedif 
contents or his Flemish fubjeftfe* but if the Ne- 
therlands were difunited from the Sjpantfh mo- 
narchy, and ere&ed into a ieparate and independ- 
ent (late, the caufe of that jealoufy would be re- 
moved ; it would become the intcreft of F tancc 
ahd Britain, and the other neighbouring powers, to 
lend their affiftance to extinguish the war ; and even 

the 
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the revolted provinces would, in order to fecure B ° ° * 
internal tranquillity, chufe to return to their anti- J^**^ 
ent union with the Southern provinces." , s9 g 

Bv thefe arguments, which coincided with Phi- His drrd of 
lip's inclination, he was confirmed in his defign ; * Wication - 
and on the 6th of May he figned the deed of abdi- 
cation ; in which, after declaring his refolution to 
give the Infanta in marriage to the archduke, he 
refigned the fovereignty of the Netherlands, and of 
the county of Burgundy, to that princefs, to be 
enjoyed conjun&ly by her and her future huflband, 
and after their deceafe, by the heirs of the marriage, 
whether male or female, according to the eftablifh- 
cd rules of hereditary fucceffion. 

But it was provided, that in cafe this fovereign- 
ty fhould devolve to a female, (he fhould marry ei- 
ther the king or the prince of Spain. That neither 
any prince nor princefs descended from the Infan- 
ta, fhould marry without the confent of the king 
of Spain ; and that in default of iffue, the Nether- 
lands fhould be re-united to the Spanifh monarchy. 
By other articles, it was ftipulated that the new fo- 
vereigns fhould prevent their fubje&s from trading 
to the Indies; that they fhould, before their ad- 
miffion, take an oath to permit the exerciie of no 
other religion but the catholic, within their domi- 
nions ; and in cafe they fhould fail in the executi- 
on of this, or any other article, it was declared that 
the fovereignty transferred fhould immediately re- 
turn to the crown of Spain. 

This deed was immediately tranfmitted tniir»t««? 
the archduke; and foon afterwards the States »f JJlliIwUirf.. 
the fouthern provinces agreed to accept of the 
archduke and the Infanta for their fovo 
reigns, with the conditions which the deed con- 
tained ; being well pleafed to be delivered, as 

they 
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Book they expetted to be, from the yoke of Spain, 
XXIV. which they had found fo grievous and intolerable. 

1598. But although this event gave great fatisfadtion 
to the people (ubjeft to the Spanilh government, it 
was not likely to produce any change in the fenti- 
ments, or conduit of their neighbours in the Unit- 
ed Provinces. The new fovereigns, faid the con- 
federates, whom Philip has appointed, will be fo- 
vereigns in name only and appearance, but not in 
reality. They will be utterly unable to fupport 
themfelves without the afliftanceof the Spanifh 
arms. They will depend on Spain as much as any 
Spanilh governor or regent ; and the Spaniards will 
Hill continue to exercife, as formerly, an unlimited 
influence in the government. In the deed of abdi- 
cation, the Netherlands are treated, not as a free 
and independent State, but as a fief of the Spanilh 
monarchy ; and from the advanced age of the In- 
fanta m , together with the conditions of the deed of 
abdication, it was evident that the pre fen t meafure 
could be meant only as a temporary expedient, in- 
tended to amnfe the people of the fouthern pro- 
vinces, and not as a fixt and permanent eftablilh- 
ment. But whatever was the king's intention in 
this meafure, and whether the fovereignty now 
transferred, fliould or fhould not return to the 
crown of Spain, it was the unalterable refolution of 
the United Provinces to maintain their liberty, in 
oppofition to whatever attempts might be made to 
deprive them of it by the king of Spain, or the 
archduke of Auftria "• 

Albert was in the mean time employed in 
preparing to fet out for Madrid ; but having been 
detained in the Low Countries much longer than 
he expedled, by a new mutiny of his troops, 

he 
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he had begun his journey when he received intel 
ligence of the death of the king. 

For more than two years this prince had been xn *3?* n 
extremely afflidted with the gout; to which had<i«thaf 
been lately added, a hedic fever, and a dropfy. Ph,,,p ' 
Finding his ftrength fo much decayed, that he 
could not expedt to live above a few weeks, he 
ordered his attendants to tranfport him from Ma- 
drid to the Efcuriai ; and when his phyficians fig- 
nified to him their apprehenfions, that he would 
not be able to endure the fatigue : u but I am re- 
folved, he anfwered, to accompany my funeral to 
my tomb." Upon his arrival at the Efcuriai, the 
gout returned with redoubled violence, both in his 
feet and hands ; and foon afterwards, feveral im- 
pofthumes gathered in his knees and breaft, which 
occafioned the moft excruciating pain. He was in 
fome meafure relieved by laying the impofthumes 
open. Rut another more intolerable diftrefs fuc- 
ceeded. The matter of his fores was of the moft 
purulent and naufeous nature, and fwarms of lice 
were engendered in it, from which no application 
and no care or pains could deliver him. In this 
dreadful condition, he lay in a fupine pofture, for 
more than fifty days ; during which time he ex- 
hibited a ftriking difplay of patience, firmnefs of 
mind, and refignation to his fate. He gave proof 
of the fmcerity of his religious profeflion, by prac- 
tifing with great zeal and affiduity, thofe fuperfti- 
tious obfervances, which the church of Rome pre- 
fcribes, as the means of procuring acceptance with 
the Deity. He feemed inclined likewife to make 
atonement for fome feverities which he had exer- 
cifed, and ordered feveral prifoners to be releafed, 
and their efFedts reftored *. 

About 
° Among thefc was the wife of Antonio Perez. 
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About two days before his death, having fent 
for his fon, and his daughter Ifabella, he difcourfed 
to them of the vanity of human greatnefs, delivered 
many falutary counfels for the adminiftration of their 
dominions,and exhorted them with much earneftnefe 
to cultivate and maintain the catholic faith, ^ When 
they had left him, he gave directions for his fune- 
ral ; and ordered his coffin to be brought into his 
chamber, and placed within his view ; foon after 
which his fpeech failed, and he expired on the 1 3th 
of September, in the fevehty-fecond year of his 
age, and the forty- third of his reign p . 

h« charac- No character was ever drawn by different hiifo- 
rians in more oppofite colours than that of Philip ; 
and yet, confidering the length and activity of hte 
reign, there is none which it fhould feem would 
be more eafy to afcertain. From the fa&s re- 
corded in the preceding hiftory, we cannot doubt 
that he poffeflecl in an eminent degree, penetration, 
vigilance, and a capacity for government. His 
eyes were continually open upon every part of h« 
cxtenfive dominions. He entered into every branch 
of adminiftration ; watched over the condudfc of 
his minifters with unwearied attention ; and in his 
choice both of them and of his generals, difcovered 
a confidcrable fhare of fagacity. He had at all 
times a compofed and fettled countenance, and 
never appeared to be either elated or deprefled. 
His temper was the mod imperious, and his looks 
and demeanour were haughty and fevere ; yet 
among hisSpanifh fubjedts, he was of eafy accefs \ 
Jiilenrd patiently to their reprefentarions and com- 
plaints; and where his ambition and bigotry did 
not interfere, was generally willing to redrefs their 
grievances. When we have faid thus much in his 
praife, we have faid all that juftice requires, or 

truth 
P Miniana, lib. x. cap. xiv. Thuanus, Kb. cxx. fecX xiv. 
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hi permits. It is indeed impoffible to fuppofe > »• ^ 
he was infincere in his zeal for religion. But as ^j^J 
eligion was of the moft corrupt kind, it ferved , j^ 
icteafe die natural depravity of his difpofition ; 
not only allowed, but even prompted him to 
mit the moft odious and (hocking crimes, 
tough a prince in the bigoted ace of Philip 
ht be perfuaded, that the intcreft of religion 
tld be advanced by falfehood and perfecution ; 
it might beexpe&cd, that, in a virtuous prince, 
fentiments of honour and humanity would, 
feme occafions, triumph over the dictates of 
jrftitioh ; but of this triumph, there occurs not 
igte inftance in the reign of Philip ; who, with- 
hefitation, violated his moft facred obligations 
rften as religion afforded him a pretence ; and 
er that pretence exercifed for many years the 
t unrelenting cruelty, without relu&ance or re- 
fe. His ambition, which was exoAitant; his 
nrment, which was implacable ; his arbitrary 
per, which would fiibmit to no controul \ con- 
ned with his bigoted zeal for the catholic reli- 
1, and carried the fangumary fpirit, : which that 
jion was calculated to infpire, to a greater 
jht in Philip, than it ever attained in any other 
ice of that, or of any former or fucceoding age, 

!ome biftorians have diftinguifhed this prince by 
title of Philip the prudent f , and have repre- 
ted him as the wrfeft, as well as the moft reli- 
us prince, that ever filled the Spanifti throne, 
: it is queftionable, whether he be entitled to 
ifc on account of his prudence, any more than 
account of his religion. In the beginning of 
reign, he difcovered great caution in his mili- 
f enterprifes; and on fomc occafions, made 

even 
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even greater preparations than were neceffary to 
infure fuccefs. But his ambition, his refentment, 
and his abhorrence of the proteftants were too 
violent to fuffer him to aft conformably to the 
dictates of found policy and prudence. He might 
have prevented the revolt of his Dutch and Flemilh 
fubjedts, if, after the reformation in the Nether- 
lands was fupprefled by the dutchefs of Parma, 
he had left the reins of government in the hands 
of that wife princefs, and had not fent fo odious a 
tyrant as the duke of Alva to enflave them. He 
might, after the defeat of the prince of Orange, 
have rivetted the chains of flavery about their 
necks, and gradually accuftomed them to the 
yoke • if by engaging in too many expenfive en- 
terprifes, he had not exhauftedh's exchequer, and 
made it in fome meafure neceffary for Alva to im- 
pofe the taxes of the tenth and twentieth pennies 
for the maintenance of his troops. He might, 
through the great abilities of the duke of Parma, 
have again reduced the revolted provinces to obe- 
dience, if he had not conceived the wild ambition 
of fubduing England, and acquiring the fovereignty 
of France. His armies in the latter part of his 
reign were never fufficiently numerous to execute 
the various enterprifes which he undertook ; yet 
they were much more numerous than he was able 
to fupport. Few years paffed in which they did 
not mutiny for want of pay. And Philip fuffered 
greater prejudice from the diforders and devalua- 
tion which his own troops committed, than he ever 
received from the arms of his enemies. Againft 
his attempts on England and France, his wifeft 
counfellors remonftrated in the ftrongeft terms. 
And prudence certainly required that, previoufly 
to any attack upon the dominions of others, he 
fhould have fecured pofleflion of his own. Yet 
fo great was his illufion, that rather than delay 
the execution of thofe fchemes which his refent- 
ment and ambition had fuggefted, he chofe to run 

the 
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the ri(k of Iofing the fruits of all the vi&ories 
which the duke of Parma had obtained ; and 
having left dcfencelefs the provinces which had fub- 
mitted to his authority, he thereby afforded an 
opportunity to the revolted provinces, of eftablilh- 
ing their power, on fo firm a foundation) as the 
whole ftrength of the Spanifh monarchy, exerted 
ftgainft them for more than fifty years, was unable 
to overturn '. 

• If the reader incline to enter more particularly into the 
private life and character of Philip, than has been thought 
proper in the general hiftory of his reign, he will meet with 
feveral interefting anecdotes, in the prince of Orange's Apolo- 
gy, of which an abftraft is fubjoined. 
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TH E prince of Orange begins his Apology f 
which is addreffed to the confederated States 
with obferving, that being confcious of having de- 
voted his life and fortune to the fervice of the Ne- 
therlands^ it afforded him great joy to refleft upon 
the teftimony given to his fidelity and zeal, in that 
barbarous Profcription which had been publifhed 
againft him by the king of Spain. " I have renfon 
likewife," continued he, " to rejoice at the oppor- 
tunity which is thus prefented to me, to vindicate 
my conduct from thofe malignant imputation^ 
which have been cad upon it by certain ignoble 
hirelings; and which are repeated and fct forth in 
the blacked colours in this Profcription. For 1 ittn 
not accufed at this time by any of thofe olilnuo 
libellers, to whom I have ever thought it lirnniili 
mj dignity to reply* but by a great and pownhil 
prince, who intends, through my lid™, to wound, 
and if poffible todeftroy,the confederal 1 y. I ran wuh 
confidence appeal to you, who arr well at i|UaIuimI 
with my paft life, whether it hanevrr Im rti my |n ••• 
tice,eithertopraifemyfeIforto(:rnhirrotlinii And 
I muft likewife appeal to you and lo ilu- wnil*l« 
whether now, when lam actti(W| of iiiKiailiuiU., 
infidelity, and hypocrify, cmiprtml lo h ImjIimi 
and a Cain, called a rebel, a iriimr, a iIiIIiiiIm 
of the public peace, and an rnnoy lo mankind, 
and when both pecuniary and honorary uwaul* 

aid 
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arc promifed to thofc who (hall flay or murder me; 
whether after this, the duty which I owe to myfelf, 
7^8oT and to you who have repofed in me fueh unlimited 
confidence, does not call upon me to fay what I 
can confidently with truth, to prove the malice 
and falfehood of my accufer ? If you know his 
representation of my condudk to be juft, you will 
(hut your ears againft the defence which I am 
about to offer; but if you have known me from 
my youth to be more faithful, and chafte, and 
virtuous, than the author of this infamous Profcrip- 
tion, I (hall expert that you will attend favourably 
to what I (hall advance, and deliver judgment in 
vindication of my integrity and innocence. 

" The firft crime of which I am apcufed in 
this Prescription, is ingratitude ; and a recital if 
made of favours beftowed on me by the kiog him- 
(elf, and the emperor his father ; to the latter of 
whom, it is faid, I owed my fucceffion to tt»e lata 
Prince of Orange ; and to the former, my having 
been admitted into the order of the Golden Fleece, 
and appointed a counfellor of ftate, and governor { 
of the provinces of Holland, Zealand, Utrecbt, 
and Burgundy. 

44 No man refpe&s more than I do the memory ' 
of the emperor, and I refledt with much fatisfactioo 
on the many proofs of attachment which I received 
from hira. But the neceflity which I am laid under • 
to vindicate my character, obliges me to pbfejve, , 
that of the fort of favours which are obje&ed to < 
roe, I never received any from the emperor, hut 
on the contrary fuflfercd great lofs and pr^udice 
in his fervice. With refped to my fuccetfion to < 
the inheritances queathed to me by my coufin, i 
the late prince of Orange, it is impoflable to ; 
conceive any ground for alleging that I was ) 
at all indebted for it to the emperor. My right to • 

that 
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hat inheritance was indifputable ; nor was there 
jver anj prince or private period, who pretended ^^^^ 
o call in queftiou its validity. Would not the i;8o. 
mperorbave been jaftly accufed of tyranny and 
njuftice, if he had prevented me from enjoying it ? 
\nd does my accufer reckon it an inftance of 
goodnefs in a prince, merely not to defraud and 
>ppre(s his faithful (iibjects ? 

" All Europe knows what important fervices the 
mperor received from the prince ray kinfman ; 
who commanded his armies, extended his domi- 
nions, and died at his feet. Had the emperor 
employed his power to difappoint the laft will of 
one who had ferved him with fo much fidelity and 
fuccefs, would he not have involved his name in 
perpetual infamy ? Befides, that even although he 
bad inclined to a<ft a part fo unworthy of his cha- 
racter, yet of the moil valuable part of that inhe- 
ritance he could not have deprived me, as it lies 
within the territory of the king of France, on whom 
alone I depend for the fecure pofleflion of it. But 
even allowing that what is faid of my obligations 
to the emperor were true, yet the king of Spain is 
furely not intitled to reproach me with it ; who . 
in contempt of all law and juftice, has, to the 
utmoft of his power, endeavoured to deprive me 
of the inheritance in queftion, and rendered inef- 
fectual that kindnefs of the emperor, for my un- 
inindfulnefs of which he accufes me of ingratitude. 

* Gratitude, in the opinion of this prince, 
ought not to be confined to the perfon by whom 
favours have been beftowed, but ought to extend 
likewife to his defendants } and it is becaufe I 
have oppofed the fon, whofe father was my bene* 
fadtor, that I am deemed ungrateful. Let him 
apply this golden rule to his own condud, as he 
has applied it to mine ; and he will then perceive 

Vol. It E c which 
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which of us is guilty of ingratitude. Maximilian 
was the firft of the family of Auftria, who came 
into the Netherlands. And no perfon acquainted 
with hiftory is ignorant of the important obliga- 
tions which that emperor received from my kinf- 
man count Egelbert of Naflau ; by whom he was 
powerfully fupported againft Lewis the eleventh of 
France * by whom the people who had rebelled 
againft him were fubdued ; and by whom likewife 
he recoveied his liberty, of which the jealoufy of 
the Flemings had deprived him. Need I mention 
what every body knows, of the fervice performed 
to the late emperor Charles, by count Henry of 
Naflau my uncle, who was in reality the perfon 
that prevailed with the electors to confer upon him 
the Imperial crown ? Was it not by the bravery 
of Ren6, prince of Orange, that the emperor fub- 
dued the dutchy of Guelderland ; and by that of 
Philibert, that he gained pofleflion of Lombardy 
and Naples, and the perfon of the pope, and the 
city and ftate of Rome? And will his fon pie- 
tend to reproach the memory of thefe great men, 
by boafting of his father's kindnefs, in fuffer- 
ing juftice to be done to their kinfman ? Am I 
not authorifed from the few fads which I have 
mentioned, to aflert, that had it not been for the 
houfes of Orange and Naflau, which I have the 
honour to reprefenr, my defamer could not have 
put fo many pompous titles, as are inferted in the 
beginning of his profcription ? 

"Bv what I have f;»id, I would not be underftood 
to difcluim every kind of obligation to the empe- 
ror. 1 fhall tor ever retain a grateful remembrance 
of the honour which he did me, when after hav- 
ing taken upon himfelf thi- inlpedion of my edu- 
cation, and kept me nine years about his perfon, 
he gave mc the important charge of all his ord- 
nance in the Netherlands; and in my abfence, 
without any application made in my behalf, in con- 
tradiction 
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dtion to the reprefentations of his courtiers, 
in preference to many officers of great expe- 
:e, appointed me commander in chief of his 
yr, at the age of twenty-one. I refledl with 
itude on that teftinrony of regard, with which 
Honoured me at the time of his refignation, 
n having fent for me from the camp, he gave 
a public proof of his affettion, by placing me 
t him, and leaning upon me, to fupport him- 
under the fatigue of that fplemnity. I know 
wife, that he meant to give me a further proof 
lis regard, when he impofed upon me the irk- 
e t^ik of carrying the Imperial crown to his 
ther Ferdinand. But will my enemies pretend 
.ffert, either that I (hewed myfclf unworthy of 
h honours, or that my intereft and fortune were 
moted by them f Did the troops, when 1 com- 
ided them, fuffer any repulfe or damage f On 

contrary, although the plague raged among 
n, and I had two of the ableft generals of the 
, the duke de Nevers, and the admiral Coligny, 
my opponents ; I kept them at bay, and for- 
ad the towns pf Charlemont ajid Philipville, in 
je of their molt vigorous endeavours to prevent 
. While jfre fervices whiph I performed corrc- 
nded to the truft repofed in me, I can affirm 
h truth, that honour was the only acqujfuion 
ich I derived from the favour that was (hewn 
. From the chamber of acepqnts it will appear 
X I never received any pecuniary .recompenctf 

my fervices. I am able to prpve by the inoft 
:onteftible.. evidence, that my unavoidable cx- 
ace as general, added to the expencc of my cm • 
fly into Germany, and that which I incurred, 
len the king required me to receive and cntrrtain 
- numerous foreign nobility, who crowded \> t 
ngratulate him on his acceffion, amounted to ii'» 
s than one million five hundred thousand florins, 
nd to indemnify me for thm cxpciiCf, wImi 
mm did i receive from the king, who now «< - 
E e 2 culm 
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AFPEN- cufes me of ingratitude? Having with die empe- 
p"^ ror'6 confent, begun to aflert ray claim id the iord- 

^^J^SoT (hip of Chatel Edlin, before die fupreme court of 
juftice at Mechlin ; when the coonfcflors hid rt- 
giftered their opinion, and-oo die day when they 
were to have pronounced fentence in my favour, 
this king, who had juft fworn to govern us accocd- 
ing to the laws, did, in violation of thefe laws, 
interpofe his arbitrary power, and forbid the judges 
to proceed ; nor fince that time, have they ban 
ever permitted to do me juftice. 

" When what I have laid (hall be confidered, 
the governments which were beftowed on me, wiU 
not appear to be more than was due for the Cer- 
vices which I have performed ; nor more than an 
adequate compenfation for that extraordinary ex- 
pence, which thefe fervices had coft me. Had 
the king allowed me to remain in poffeffion of 
thefe governments, he might have had fome ita- 
fon for reproaching me ; although it was not in 
reality to him I was indebted for them, but to the 
emperor, by whom it was determined they lhould 
be conferred upon me, before his departure from 
the Netherlands. But fince my accufer has la- 
boured to expel me from them ; fince he has, to 
the utmoft of his power, deprived me of my pof- 
feflions, befides carrying off my fon to Spain, in 
contempt of the privileges of this country, which 
he had fworn t6 prefeive inviolate, becaufe I would 
not lend myfelf a willing inftrument of his oppref- 
fion ; after this, I fay, is he intitled to accufe roc 
of ingratitude ? 

" Nor is there any better ground for his accu- 
fation, that 1 have violated the allegiance, which 
I owed him as my fovereign. Though I have re- 
je&ed his authority, yet 1 have done nothing more 
than was done by his anceftor, Albert duke of 
Auftria, the founder of his familyi againft ray 

anceftor, 
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anceftor, the emperor Adolpbus of Naflau. And apfem- 
befides this, I (hould gladly know by what tide J^J 
my accufer poffefleshis Caftiiian dominions? Did l .% 0m 
not his predeceffor Henry of Caftile, a baftard, 
rife in rebellion againft his brother Pedro, his law- 
ful fovereign, whom he killed with his own hand ? 
And is not Philip the lineal heir of that ufurper ? 
It may be (aid, that Pedro was a tyrant, and there- 
fore juftly dethroned and flain. And may not the 
fame plea be offered in excufe for the part w hich I 
have a&ed ? May it not be faid with truth of Phi- 
lip, that his conduit has been that of a cruel ty- 
rant ; and that the cruelties exercifed by Pedro, 
were much lefs (hocking and horrible, than thofe 
which have been perpetrated by the duke of Alva 
and his Aflbciates ? I mud farther obferve, that as 
king of Spain, I owe him no fubmifiion, but only 
as duke of Brabant. And as he is duke of that 
province, I, by reafon of the baronies which I hold 
there, am one of the principal members of it. But 
he has forgotten the conditions on which he receiv- 
ed this dukedom. He has forgotten the folemn 
oath which he took to preferve our privileges; and 
that it is an exprefs article of the compadl betwixt 
us, that if he fail in his engagements, our obliga- 
tion to obey him as our fovereign (hall ceafc. All 
Europe has witneffed his open contempt of thefc 
engagements. All Europe will bear me witnefs, 
when I (ay, that not a fingje privilege only, but 
every privilege of which we boafted, and which 
he had fworn to maintain, has been violatrd * 
and not in a (ingle inftance only, but in a thou- 
fand inftances. In my own perfon, as I have 
already hinted, I have had ample expcricnc: 
of his lawlefs tyranny: my fon, at an age wlirn 
he was incapable of offending him, has lr"ii 
torn from me. All my eftatcs and g<xxl» havr 
been confifcated ; and 1 myfelf declared a tr;nt'#r 
and rebel, without any of thofe forma of ft hi 

w!m li 
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which the laws require ; and by ftfiom ? By men 
of the lowed ctafs veiled wiih his authority, by • 
pettifoggers, and others too mean to be employed 
as pages, by one who holds the rank, which I have 
long held in the Netherlands, ] do not deny, th.u 
at hisacceflion I took the cuftomary oaih of Alle- 
giance; but the tie on me to yield obedience, and 
that on him to afford proreftion, were mutual 
and it is a diftate of common fenfe, that in obliga- 
tions of this fort, the failure of either party fets 
the other free from his engagements* 

tt But even if I had not received any perfonal 
injury, I fhonld have thought myfelf indifpenfiibly 
obliged to oppofe the tyrannical meafnrcs which 
were purfued. For it is not the prince only who 
fwears to maintain the fundamental laws. The 
fame oath is required of the nobles, and of ail who 
are admitted into public employments. By this 
oath ! was ftriftly bound to do every thing in my 
power to refene my fellow citizens from the op- 
pressions under which tl^ey groaned, and, had I not 
llont w hat my enemy complains of, 1 fhonld have 
been juftly chargeable with the crime, of which 
all the world knows that he has been guilty, a 
breach of the moft facred and folemn obligation. 

" To this imputation, I know that his partifar.s 
are ready to reply, that although he fwore at his 
acceffion to maintain our privileges, yet the pope 
had granted him a difpenfation from his oath. I 
leave it to divines and others, better acquainted 
than 1 am with religious controversies, to determine 
whether this arrogance of the pope, in- attaining 
power to fet men free from the obligation of an oath, 
be not an impious encroachment on the prerogative 
of Heaven, and I leave it to them to determine, 
whether this pretenfion is not deftru&ive of faith 
among men, and fubverfiye of fociety. I (peak 

not 
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not therefore of the lawfiilnefs of Philip's con- 
duit, after having obtained this boafted difpen- 
fation, but of his folly in applying for it. The 
tie between him and his fubjeds was ftridliy mu- 
tual; and by procuring a difpenfation for himfelf, 
he at the fame time fet me, and all his other fub- 
jedts free from the engagements which we came 
under to yield him obedience. It is childifh and 
trifling to fay, that by means of die difpenfation he 
is free, but that we who have not been difpenfed 
with, are (till as much bound as ever. For from 
the moment that he confiders himfelf as difengaged, 
(by what means foever his obligation was diflolved) 
the condition on which we promifed obedience be- 
ing removed, it muft be abfurd to reproach us with 
infidelity. 

" I come now to that part of the profcrip- 
tion, in which 1 am accufed of having been the au- 
thor of all the difturbances that have happened. 
With fuch of you as are old enough to remember 
the rife of thefe difturbances, there will be no need 
to defend myfelf againft fo groundlefs an imputa- 
tion ; but for the fake of thofe who were too 
young at that time to form a judgment of what 
they faw, it is neceflary I (hould give fome account 
of thofe tranfattions, which arc fo grofely mifre- 
prefented in this infamous profcription. 

" No perfon acquainted with the condutt of my 
accufer in his other dominions, or with the cruel- 
ties excrcifed in Granada, Mexico, and Peru, will 
be at a lofs to account for the calamities with which 
the people of the Low Countries have been over- 
whelmed. In the very beginning of his reign, his 
delpotic temper was confpicuous. The emperor 
his father faw it with deep concern, and when the 
count de Boflut, and I, and feveral others were 
prefent, he exhorted him to treat his Flemilh fub- 
jefts with greater moderation ; and foretold, that 

if 
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if the pride and arrogance of his Spanifh counfel* 
lors were not reftrained, the people of the Nether- 
lands would ere long be excited to revolt. But this 
wholefome coiinfe! had not the effect which the 
emperor intended. His fon flill confulted only 
with Spaniards j he ftill foftered as much as ever 
his paflion for arbitrary power ; and refolved, in 
contradidion to his intereft, if rightly underftood> 
as well as to his oath, to overturn our constitution. 
The condition annexed to your grant of the nine 
years fupply, that the money (hould bedifpofedof 
by your own commiffioners, excited in him and in 
his counfellors the moft inveterate refemment. I 
have been prefent, when thefe counfellors who 
knew well their matter's fentiments, advifed him 
to the purfuit of meafures, by which you were atl 
to have been adjudged to death. But ir was by 
accident I came to know that thefe bloody counfels 
had been adopted. From the French king's own 
mouth, when 1 refided at his court as an hoftage, 
I learnt that a plan had been concerted with the 
duke of Alva, to extirpate from France and the 
Netherlands all who were fufpedted of being fa- 
vourably inclined to the reformed religion. I con- 
cealed from the French monarch, my ignorance of 
the defign ; and the indignation which it excited 
in me. By the interceffion of the dutchefs of Sa- 
voy, I obtained leave to return into the Nether- 
lands, where (I deny it noti on the contrary I glo- 
ry in it) I promoted with all my influence that ear- 
ned requeft, which the States preferred to the king 
for the removal of the Spanifh troops. 

" I acknowledge, that amidft the numberlete 
falfehoods with which this profcription is filled, there 
is truth in another part of the charge which is laid a- 
gainft me. I acknowledge, that after having remon^ 
ftrated in vain to the dutchefs of Parma, againft the 
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cruel and arbitrary meafuies that were purfued ; a Fun- 
bring prompted by my dread of a civil war, by t ^^ J 
my concern for the calamities of the people, and , {tto 
by a fenfe of duty arifing from the oath which I 
had fworn to maintain their rights, I called toge- 
ther the principal nobility, and attempted to open 
their eyes to the impending danger. 

" I acknowledge like wife, that I approved 
of the fupplication, which was prefented by the 
nobility, againft the placarts and executions. I 
am far from being either alhamed, or forry for the 
counfel which I gave. That fupplication wan not 
only the mod moderate meafure that could have 
been devifed, but was ftri&ly conformable to the 
conftitution and pra&ice of the Netherlands * and 
happy had it been for the king, as well as for the 
people, had he complied with the requeft which it 
contained. 

" W* TH refpeft to that part of the profcripfion, 
in which my accufer reproaches me, on account of 
the favours which I have (hewn to the protcflantft t 
I confefs, that before I embraced the reformed r*v 
ligion, I never hated thofe who profeflcd it. Nor 
will this appear furprifing, when it is confidefd 
that my mind had been early tinctured with if* 
principles, and that my father who had efhMj(li"t 
it in his dominions, lived and died in the proirflj/*i 
of it, I confefs, that even while, in Vit\(*t\*i*i** 
of my education at the emperor'* court, I I* Id »l^ 
catholic perfuafion, I always abhorred thr Ui»*m 
tics which were cxercifed by the pof/ifli jMiuif *»'*» 
I confefs, that at the time of the k »:*'//* *U ^iiui* 
from Zealand, when he commar/l"! "" to \n* to 
death certain perfons atuch^/i *o «V j*ooft*M 
faith, I refufed to obey, vA V/*" **'*' |#m!o-i« 
private warning of the dar>'/rr *" *h»h ***> I "' '* 
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af/ew- cxpofcd. I coofefs, that in the council of State, I 
*"!l^ made all the oppofition io my power to the perfecu- 
'"VjSa tions that were propofcd ; partly from motives of 
cornpaflion or humanity/ partly from my convifti- 
on of the abfurdity of punilhing men for opinions 
which they could not change, when they did not 
difturb the public tranquillity ; and partly from a 
perfuafion, that the violent remedies employed 
were calculated to disappoint the end in view. But 
while, for thefe rations, I was from the beginning 
averfe from perfccutkxi ; you all know that I had 
no concern* either in the introduction of the re- 
formed religion into the Netherlands, or m the rapid 
progrefe which it made during die government of 
the dutche& of Parma. You know, that at that 
time 1 poflefled not tbefmaUoft influence with tbofe, 
by whom k was introduced and propagated 1 and 
yon likewife know, that with regard to tbofe dis- 
orders, into which the proteftants fuflered tbeir 
zeal to betray them, fo far from giving them my 
countenance or approbation, I exerted my authori- 
ty to reftrain them ; I puniflied the perpetrators 
with feverity, and have, on account of the rigour 
which I exercifed, been, by many among the pro- 
teftants, moft cruelly calumniated and defamed. 

€t I hope to be excufed on this occafion, forob- 
ferving that there is one circumftance in the pro- 
fcription, that gives me pleafure. Notwithftand- 
ingthe malice and rancour, and contempt of truth 
which my accufer has discovered, there is one 
crime, often laid to the charge of the governors of 
provinces, of which he has not ventured to accufc 
me ; I mean that of avarice, or the embezzlement 
of the public money. Of this defpicable crime in. 
deed, I have been accufed by fonae unknown per- 
fons in certain defamatory writings that have been 
circulated. But from the filence obferved on this 
head by my inveterate enemy, thefe libellers may 

fee 
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Tee the folly, as well as falfehood of their inftnua- 
tions. To you there can be no occafion to vindi- 
cate my conduct. I give thanks to God, that I *~ 0m ?£ 
learnt at an early period, of how much confequence 
it was for one who governs a free people, not only 
to preferve himfelf untainted, but even to keep 
himfelf free from the fufpicion of corruption. And 
you know, that on this account I have conftantty 
declined taking any charge of the public money ; 
and from the beginning of my adminiftration, have 
transferred both the collection and distribution of it 
to others. 

" Iam accufed in the profcription, of having 
pradifed to return into Holland, by undertaking 
to defend the people from the tax of the tenth pen- 
ny, which, it is faid, was impofed upon them by 
the duke of Alva, without the king's confent ; 
and I am accufed likewife of having perfecuted and 
expelled the catholics. If by pra&iung, my accu- 
fer means that I folicited for liberty to return, there 
is as little truth in this, as in his other afiertions. 
I myfelf was moft eameftly folicited ; and I am 
ready to (hew letters which I received, not only 
from the governors of towns, but from the citizens, 
intreating me to come and deliver them from the 
tvranny of the Spaniards. And in complying with 
tnefe entreaties, what did I do, that my duty did 
not require from me ? I attempted to deliver from 
flavery, the provinces which had been committed 
to my care ; whofe liberties I had fworn to main- 
tain : and of the right to govern which, the king 
had no power, without the confent of the States to 
deprive me. 

u No part of this profcHpticin gives me greater 
furprife, than that in which I am accufed of perfe- 
ction. It is impoflible but even the Rortianifts 
themfelves muft bear witaefs 46 *he falfehood of (o 
injurious an imputation. No perfon in the Nether- 
lands 
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lands can be ignorant, that far from employing ri- 
gour, I have often argued and remon ft rated again ft 
it, and have promoted lenity in the treatment of 
the catholics to the utmoft of my power. Of this, 
even ray accufer himfelf feems to make an indir*ft 
acknowledgment, I feigned, he fays, that the 
perfection of the catholics difpleafed me. But 
now does he know that I feigned ? Have not my 
actions been at all times open ? Why docs he not 
judge from tbem of my intention ? Never had one 
perfon leis ground for accufing another of any " 
crime, than my accufer has to cart on me the im- 
putation of hypocrify. Did I, either before, or 
at the time when he conferred thefe obligations up- 
on me, for which he has reproached me with in- 
gratitude \ did I ever offer the incenfe of flattery, 
either to himfelf or to the dutchefs of Parma, or 
his tools and confidents in the council? On the 
contrary, did I not openly, and without difguife, 
condemn the meafures which he had dictated, and 
which they purfued ? Was it poflible for me to 
fpeak more plainly than I did, or to give a clearer 
teftimony of my averfion to his defigns, than by 
defiring him, as I did frequently, to fuffer me to 
refign my governments, becaufe it was not in my 
power to yield him the obedience which he require 
ed ? Such was my conduit before my departure 
into Germany ; and fince that time, is there a An- 
gle ftep of my conduit that will admit of the in- 
terpretation of hypocrify ? Did I not openly folicit 
aid from the German princes to oppofe him ? Have 
I not raifed armies againft him; taken towns 
which he poflefled ; repulfed his forces, and ex- 
pelled him utterly from at kaft two of the provin- 
ces, over which he tyrannized ? Is there any thing 
in this that can be termed hypocrify ? 

" But my accufer will not find it fo eafy to vin- 
dicate his own conduct from this odious imputati- 
on. Read my defence which I publiihed fome 

years 
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Years ago; and you will perceive to which oF Us a* ?E n- 
belongs the appellation of hypocrite and deceiver. D,x - 
In that defence, there are copies of letters which I w " v ^" p 
received from him, filled with profeflions of friend- ' Jga 
Ihip and regard, at the very time, when, as ap- 
pears from the fequel, he had doomed me to de- 
ilrudiion. 

" But why fhould I expert to be dealt with 
equitably, by one whofe confeience allows him to 
affirm, that his mioifter the duke of Alva impofed 
the tax of the tenth-penny, and urged the levying 
of it withfuch inflexible obftinacy, without his au- 
thority or confent ? Is it credible that one who knew 
this king's temper fo well as Alva, and who had 
ever (hewn the greateft folicitude to pleafe him, 
would have prefiimed, by a mealure fo tyrannical 
and unprecedented, to run the rifle of kindling a 
civil war ? Or, if this wary Spaniard was in reality 
fo rafli and prcfumptuous, can it be believed by any 
perfon who confiders the important confcquences 
with which his rafhnefs and preemption were at- 
tended, that the king would not, long ere this time, 
havedifavowed him, and made him feel the weight 
of his difpleafure ? Was not Alva punifhed for or- 
dering his fon to marry hiscoufln, rather than ano- 
ther woman, whom he had debauched under a 
promifeof marriage ? Was not this old fervant ba- 
niflied for this venial tranfgrefiion, from his mat- 
ter's prefence, and thrown into prifon, from which 
he would never have been delivered, if one better 
qualified to tyrannife over the Portuguefe could 
have been found in Spain ? Ajad what opinion 
mull we form of a king, who for this private of- 
fence, could punifh an ancient friend and fervant 
with fo much feverity ; while, notwithitandingthe 
crime of treafon, the moft public and notorious, and 
productive of the moft dreadful calamities to his 
faithful fubje&s, he not only fuffered him to pafs 
unpunifhed, but received him with open arms, and 

loaded 
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Arriv* loaded him with honours,? After this, will he (till 
J^^ employ the language of i good king, and boaft of 
' his aftettion for his people ?" 

In a great part of what remains of this apology, 
the prince of Orange enters into a detail of the 
tranuftions recorded in the preceding hiftory. I 
(hall therefore pafe aver this, and let before the 
reader what relates td thp reproach, which Philip 
cafts qp William's marriage with the dayghterof 
tin? duke deMontpenfiffi, who wv the princefiof 
Orange at the tune of publiftxipg the proscription* 

" My accufer," continues he, " is not latisfied 
with laying every thing that caq blacken my cha- 
racter, ana render it odious to (he worlds but he 
has like wife attempted to rairt the honour of my 
wife. 1 ' He jays, " that 1 have infamoufly marri- 
ed a religious woipm, folemnly bleffed by the 
hands ctf the bifoop, ia contradiction to the laws of 
Chriftianity, and of the Romifli church, and that 
I did fo whilft my marriage fubfifted with another 
woman." Though this aflertion were ftridtly true, 
it would ill become this inceftuous and adulterous 
king to accufe me. But you know that it is en- 
tirely without foundation. My marriage with my 
former wife, now dead, did not fubfift, and the 
ground of her divorce was approved even by the 
dodtors of the Roman church ; and by thofe illuf- 
trious princes to whom (he was allied. My prefent 
wife was not, even by the rules of the popilh 
church, a religious woman, in the fenfe meant by 
my accufer. The duke of Montpenfier, my fa- 
ther-in-law, who is fincerely attached to the catho- 
lic communion, (not aa cardinal Granvelle, and 
other Spanifti minifters, from intereft, but from 
principle and conviction) fpared no pains to put the 
lawfulnefs of his daughter's marriage beyond doubt 
or controverfy. He found it the clear opinion, not 

only 
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only of the principal perfons in the Parliament of appe*- 
Paris, but of feveral biftiops and do&ors whom he DIX - 
confulted, that even if a promife of celibacy had ^T^T" 
been given by my wife, yet, in confideration of 
her youth, it would not have been binding, as it 
would have been contrary to the rules of the Galil- 
ean church, to the decrees of the high court of 
juftice in France, and even to the ordinances of the 
councils of Trent, to which my adverfary pays 
fuch unlimited fubmiffion. He likewife found 
that in reality no fuch promife was ever made ; 
that fundry proteftations had been taken to pre- 
vent any perfon from imagining that his daughter 
ever intended to take the vow ; and that even in 
her abfence, the moft undeniable evidence of this 
had been produced. 

" I said before, that although my marriage 
were not fo unexceptionable as you fee it is, even 
by the principles of the church of Rome, it would 
ill become my accufer to reproach me on account 
of it. He feems not to have remembered the com- 
mon maxim, that whoever ventures to accufe ano- 
ther, ought to be well affured that he himfelf is in- 
nocent And yet is not this king, who has endea- 
voured to ftigmatife my lawful marriage with infa- 
my, the hufband of his own niece ? It will be faid 
fay his partifans, that he previoufly obtained a dif- 
penfation from the Pope. But does not the voice 
of nature cry aloud againft fuch an inceftuous con- 
junction? And in order to make room for this 
marriage, is it not true, that he put to death his 
former wife, the mother of his children, the daugh- 
ter and filter of the kings of France ? I fay not 
this, prompted by my refentment, raflily and at 
random. I affert, that in France there is evi- 
dence of the horrid deed of which I now accufe 
him. 

" It 




* £ It was not a fingle murder that was perpe- 
t traced for the fake of this extraordinary marriage. 
icto. ^ 1S ^ on t00 » his on ^y f° n * was f acr ificed^ in order 
to furnifh the pope with a pretext for fo unufual a 
difpenfation ; which was granted, in order to pre- 
vent theSpanifti monaichy from being left without 
a male-heir. This was the true caufe of the death 
of Don Carlos ; againft whom fome mifdemeanours 
were alleged, but not a fingle crime fufficient to 
juftify his condemnation, much lefs to vindicate a 
father for embruing his hands in the blood of his 
fori. And if Don Carlos was in reality guilty of 
crimes deferving death, ought not an appeal to 
have beeen made to us, his future fubjetts? Did 
the right of judging, and pronouncing fentence of 
death agamit the heir of fuchextenfive dominions, 
belong to Spaoifh friars and inquifitors, the obfe- 
quious flaves of the father's tyranny ? 

" But perhaps this good king made confeience of 
leaving for his heir a prince, whom he knew to be 
born in unlawful wedlock. For Philip's marriage 
with the mother of Don Carlos was not le& contra- 
ry to the laws of God and man, than that other of 
which I have already fpoken. At the very time 
when he efpoufed the princefe of Portugal, the 
mother of Carlos, his marriage fubfiftcd with Ka- 
bella Oforis, by whom he had two fons, Pedro and 
Bernardino ; a marriage brought about by Ruy Go- 
mez de Silva, prince of Evoli, to which that no- 
bleman was indebted for his power and greatnefs. 
And befides, is it not well known that this king 
lived in habitual adultery with another wo- 
man, the lady Euphrafia ? Did he not compel 
the prince of Afcoli to take that lady for his 
wife, when (he was big with child by himfelf ? And 
while it has been affirmed with certainty, that that 
unhappy man was taken off by poifon, do not 
even the Spanifh courtiers afcribc his death 

to 
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to the grief which he conceived from the affront ***«»- 
to which he was obliged to fubmit, and the cruel * p '^ 
neceflity impend on him, of acknowledging for 
his heir the adulterous baftard of another ? Such, 
and fo chafte has been the condudt of this king, 
who has the affurance to calumniate my lawful 
marriage as a violation of tlfe facred laws of chaf- 
tity. 

But I (hall haftcn to conclude this apology, 
after offering fome remarks concerning the nature 
of the fentence that has been pronounced againft 
me. It is in this part of the edidt of profcription, 
that die compiler, whether the king himfelf, or 
fome ignoble inftrument of his tyranny, has em- 
ployed all the thunder and lightning of his elo- 
quence. But I thank God, it intimidates me no 
more, than the anathemas of Clement VII. inti- 
midated my kinfman prince Philibert, when he 
befieged and took the pontiff prifoner in his cattle 
of St. Angelo. After the proofs which I have 
given, that I fear not all the power which my ad- 
verfary is poflefled of* and after contending for 
fo many years againft his beft generals, with nu- 
merous armies under their command, it was weak 
in him to expeft to frighten me with the high 
founding terms of this profcription. I have lefs 
reafon now than formerly to dread the attempts 
of thofe abandoned wretches, whom he has en- 
deavoured to inftigate againft me. . For I am not 
Ignorant, that before this time he has bargained 
with piifoners, and other murderers, to de- 
prive me of my life. He has now given mc 
a public warning of his bloody defign. And with 
the divine afliftance, and the vigilance of my 
friends, 1 truft, that notwithftanding his diaboli- 
cal machinations, my life (hall be preferved folong 
as the profperity and intereft of this people, to 
whofe fervice I have devoted it, ftiall require. 
Vol. II. Ff "My 
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" My confidence on this head is greatly aug- 
mented by reflecting upon the indignation, which 
, 5 g . I cannot doubt will be generally excited by that 
extraordinary method of proceeding againft me, 
which my adverfary has adopted. For there is 
not, I am perfuaded* a nation or prince in Eu- 
rope, by whom it will not be thought difhonoura- 
ble and barbarous, thus publicly to authorife and 
encourage murder ; except the Spaniards, and their 
king, who have been long eftranged from every 
fentiment of honour and humanity. In having re- 
courfe to private aflaflination againft a declared 
and open enemy, does not this mighty monarch 
confefs his defpair of. being able to fubdue me by 
force of arms ? Does he not give a teftimony in 
my behalf, and difcover that he dreads the efforts 
which I may make againft him ? Is it not weak 
and mean, to make publicly fo pufillanimous an 
acknowledgment ? But the weaknefs and meannefs 
of this condudt is not greater than the abfurdity of 
his choice of the rewards, which he holds forth to 
thofe who fhall execute his bloody purpofe. For 
it is not money only that he offers them, but no- 
bility and honour •, as if a regard to honour could 
influence a man capable of perpetrating a deed, 
held in univerfal reproach and deteftation. And 
if ;ny perfon already poffefled of nobility were 
to pollute himfelf by fo foul an a&ion, would not 
his nobility be from that moment annihilated ? 
Would not all fociety and connexion with him be 
held di (honourable ? 

" Even my adverfary himfelf feems to have 
been in fome meafure fenfible of the truth of this, 
and therefore he addrefles himfelf more particu- 
larly to criminals and malefactors, as thofe who 
are mod likely to comply with his requeft. " And 
in order, fays he, that his deftruftion may be the 
more effe&ually and fpeedily accomplirticd, we, 
defirous of punching vice, and rewarding virtue, 

promifc 
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promife on the word of a king, and as the mini- **»■»- 
fter of God, that if any perfon (hall be found J££, 
poflefled of courage, and public fpirit fufficient to , s 8o. 
animate him to the execution of this decree, and 
to free us from the aforefaid peft of fociety, we 
(hall order to be delivered to him, either in land 
or money as he (hall incline, the fum of tWenty- 
five thoufand crowns ; and if he (hall have com- 
mitted any crime, however enormous, we promife 
to grant him our royal pardon, and if he be not 
already noble, we hereby confer nobility upon 
him, and likewife on all thofe who (hall aid and 
aflift him." Is not this in plain terms, calling on 
every defperate wretch, every outcaft from foci- 
ety, to aflift him in the execution of his defign ? 
No crime, however enormous, but (hall be par- 
doned ; no criminal, however deteftable, but (hall 
be crowned with honour. Does this king deferve 
the title which he affumes, of a minifter of God, 
who thus confounds the diftin&ion between vice 
and virtue ; and thus publicly avows his willing- 
nefs to beftow the higheft rewards and honours 
upon men, defiled with the mod abominable 
crimes ? Have I not ground to rejoice in being 
perfecuted by one whofe confidence allows him to 
have recourfe to fuch unhallowed means ? And is 
not fuch depravity of fentiment in my accufer, a 
testimony in behalf of my integrity ? 

I h a ve now faid all that (terns neceflary to vin- 
dicate my chara&er from thofe falfe afperfions 
which are thrown out upon it in this profcription. 
Many things which I might have faid, I have pur- 
pofely omitted. Had I defcended to a particular 
account of the cruelty, accompanied with a con- 
tempt of the moft facred obligations, which has 
been exercifed by my accufer over this unhappy 
people, I fhould never have come to a conclusion. 
But with you there can be no occaiion for giving 
a more particular detail. You have been fpeOa- 
Ff z tors 
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«»■** tors of the horrid (bene; and have borne yo*ff 
J^X flMune °^ thoJ ^ opp^ffioittf ^Wch would fall to be 
,r8o # described* 

" But before I conclude, I rauft intreat you 
to refieft fcrioufly upon the means to which our 
enemy finds it neceflary to have recourfe, in or- 
der to accomplifh his defigns. This infamous 
profcription, joined to the pains which he and 
his miniftera continually employ to create divifion 
among the provinces! thews clearly that he now 
defpairs of enflaving us by force of arms, while 
we remain united* 

" It is indeed againft me chiefly, at this time, 
that his defigns are direfted. " Were I remov- 
ed, he (ays, either fay death or banifhment, tran- 
quillity would be reftored. M You will eafily con- 
ceive what tranquillity he means, if you all to 
mind your condition, before I returned into the 
Netherlands* when you groaned under the tyranny 
of the duke of Alva. Would to heaven that by 
my banifhment or death you could be delivered 
from your calamities ! My enemy fhould not in 
that cafe find it neceflary to employ prifoners and 
affaflins to deftroy me.' You all know how often 
I have expofed myfelf to danger in your defence. 
I leave it to you, to whom alone it belongs, to de- 
termine whether my life and prefence be repugnant 
or conducive to the intereft of the provinces. To 
you only, and not to the king of Spain, I am ac- 
countable for my conduit. You have full autho- 
rity (and I pledge myfelf to fubmit to it) to dif- 
pofe, as you (hall incline, either of my perfon, or 
of my life. Interpofe that authority with which I 
acknowledge you to be invefted, and give orders 
either for my departure from among you, or for 
my death ; if you judge either the one or the other 
for the general good. But if, on the contrary, my 
paft condutt has convinced you, as I truft it has, of 

the 
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finccrity of my zeal and attachment, or if my a?pen- 
long experience gives you confidence in my abili- t ™* m 
ty for conducing your affairs ; I (hall ftill con- ^X^ 
tinue to employ in your fervice, the talents which 
I poflefs, hoping that you will liften to theearneft 
exhortations which I have giveikyou, to maintain 
harmony and concord in the ftate ; and exert 
yourfelves ftrenuoufly for the defence of this peo- 
ple, whom you have undertaken to protect ; de- 
pending on the favour of the Almighty, that your 
endeavours for this end (hall be attended with fuo 
cefc." 



INDEX. 



INDEX. 



jpEN HUMEYA, is elecled king 
w/jL of the Morcfco inhabitants of 
Granada, i. 247. Attempts to 
poflefs himfclf of the city of Grana- 
da, 448. Commences hoftilities a- 
rft the Spaniards, but is forced to 
„ to the mountains, 249. His 
Scattered followers return- to his 
ftandard, 251. Is murdered, 154. 
Mbert, cardinal and archduke, is ap- 
pointed governor of the Nether- 
lands, ii. 373. Undertakes the 
fiege of Calais, 375. Takes the 
town by ftorm, 378. Takes Ar- 
dres, 379. Leaves France, 380. 
Lays fiege to Hulft, 381. The gar- 
riion furrenders, 384. Surprises 
the town of Amiens, 391. Mar- 
net the infanta, and receives the 
fovereignty of the Netherlands, 405. 
AUaxar, battle of, between Sebaftian 
king of Portugal, and Muley Mo- 
luc emperor of Morocco, ii. 78. 
JUcmair befieged by Don Frederic 

de Toledo, i. 386. 
ALUeonde, St. Philip de Marnix, lord 
of, promotes the agreement called 
the £ompromife, againft the efta- 
blifliment of the InquiSition in the 
Netherlands, i. 175. Is fent by the 
prince of Orange to the afTemblv of 
the States at Dort, 353. Is defeat- 
ed and taken prisoner by the duke 
cf Alva, 390. Defends the city of 
Antwerp againft the prince of Par- 
ma, ii. 177. His fpeech toduTuade 
tkegarrifon from a Surrender, 18s. 
AflSfts count Hohenloe in the attack 
of the counter-dyke of Couveftein, 
19a. Is tied up py the capitulation 
from bearing arms for a year, 198. 
Akfi* i* Seized by the mutinous Spa- 
nish troops, ii. a. Is recovered by 
me States, 134. 
J&Vfh Ferdinand de Toledo, duke of, 
Iris character, i. 36. His inftruc- 
tions on the violation of the truce 



of Vaucelles, 37. Leads an army in- 
to the Ecclefiaftical State, 40. His 
motives to granting the pope a truce, 
41. Advifes Philip to awe the Ne- 
therlands by an army, 20 1. Leads 
an army thither, 20*. Imprifons 
the counts Horn and Egmont, 204. 
The extraordinary powers he was 
inverted with by Philip, 207. Infti- 
tutes a council called the Council of 
Tumults, ibid. His violent proceed- 
ings, 208. His infolent reply to the 
magistrates of Antwerp, 2 1 1. Cites 
the prince of Orange to ftand a trial, 
215. Confiscates the prince's eS- 
tates, 216. His brutal proscriptions, 
223. Pafles fentence on the counts 
Egmont and Horn, 226. Defeats 
count Lewis of Ntflau, 230. De- 
clines engaging the prince of Orange, 
235. His vanity and arrogance on 
the prince disbanding his army, 272* 
His tyrannical prosecutions, 273. 
Imprifons and confiscates the effects 
of the Englirti merchants at Ant- 
werp, 277. Inflames the Flemings 
by taxation, 279. His reply to the 
representations of the States, 282. 
Publifhes an a& of indemnity, 285. 
Inforces the tax of the tenth penny, 
287. Fills the city of Utrecht with 
Soldiers, to live at tree quarters upon 
the inhabitants, 290. His Sentence 
againft that city, ibid. His demands 
on the city of Bruflels, 291. Hit 
indignation at the furpriSe of the fort 
ofLouveftein, 295. Publiflies an e- 
dift for the immediate payment of 
taxes, 296. His barbarous purpoie 
againft the inhabitants of Bruflels, 
how prevented, 297. Complains of 
the queen of England protccling the 
FlemUh exiles, 298.. The citizens of 
Flushing revolt on his attempt to for- 
tify the citadel, 305. His Succours 
to Middleburg intercepted, 311. 
Beueges Mom, 33a. Cautioi 
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ante* by the prince of Orange, 340. 
Attacks md worftt mat hi hat re- 
treat, 34*- Takm Mont, 34S. Hit 
ataaynlunoVra Mechlin, 34.7, Or- 
osre an ion Aoteoo 10 persevere n 
fJKMgtof txaerieni, 375* Hltbir* 
rarity there, 38 j. Ontamt kit di£ 
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ft. His barbarity oa tafebg the 
tow*aadcaafeofCtfcaea,93. Da- 
faa* Dot Aatonio, 95. Takat 
I4fto*jlof. Hiau u *lly tk e re, 9<. 

^attaa n adeSande, kit «uW defence 
o/thefotGorbaagauifttheTnrks, 
i» 103.lt fentwtth mnforceatenta to 
Malta, 157. Defeats the Tark*,i 5* 

^tacni, too town of, uuptued by eke 
arckdoko Albert, «• 391. Iabeieg- 
ad by Mermal Biroo, 394* It rata- 
ken, 397. 

H*rimm> it iadfeaoally bafegtd by 
eke court <fe la Mare, fbritsadhe- 
micototbeSpaniOiialereft, 1.355. 
The city accedes to the Pacification 
of Ghent, ii. 43. 

Ama/hv, Gafpar, a Spanifli banker at 
Antwerp, engages a man to aflafli- 
nate the prince of Orange, ii. 1 30. 

A*}** 9 duke of, receives application for 
afliftance from the Flemings, ii. 37. 
Concludes a treaty with the States, 
46. The intention of this treaty 
how fmftrated, 51. Apologifes for 
his conduct to Elizabeth queen of 
England, 53. The fovereignty of 
the States conferred on him, 117. 
Raifes the fiege of Cambray, 114. 
Goes over to England on a profped 
of being married to queen Eliza- 
beth, i*6. His arrival in the Ne- 
therlands, 1*9. Solicits afRftance 
from his brother the king of France, 
136. Is refuted, 137. Refolves 
to fubvert the liberty of the Fle- 
mings, 138. Seizes (everal towns, 
and attempts Antwerp, 139. Re- 
concilement between him and the 
States, 15a. Goes to France, 155* 
Diet, 161. Hischaraaer, 16a* 



_ kit ptet e nfiout to the 
of Portugal, a*. 81. It de- 
cked illegitimate, 86. It proclaim* 
ad king, 91. It defeated by the duke 
of Alva, 95. Ia agam defeated by 
D'Avila, 98. Eacapet, oe> 
utmmfi outrages co mmitttd by an} 
r eformer s there, i. 1S5. Is gam* 

bnifbedf iq£« Unwapritftfal p et itio n 
oftfaeinagisVatettD Alva,ati. It 
setaedbyutemutiBOiiaScauuftaoopi 
409. Is lacked by ^Spa^ardt,!!. 
9> Outiagea cootBtstttdbytbtj 
tetania againftthe **fa*»*+ 
68. Tbe duke of Anton 
r, 139. It 1 



S 



aty. 139. It besieged by 
ot Parma, 174. Aforo- 



to 1 
oftbet 
19ft* Oapi- 



fetsediecir 

fitd\ 
178. Ki 
the bridge, 185. i 
ttr-dykeof r 
tulatea, 197* 

lr4rts % is taken by tneajchdoke Al- 
bert, ii. 379. 

Jbwt*rg % count, it. feat by the duke 
of Alva 10 oppose coast Jbtwit of 
Nanao,La*o* It defeated by aim, 
on. 

Armmdm, invincible, of the Spaniards, 
its force, ii, 258. It difperfed by a 
ftorm, 259. Is handled by the Eng- 
lifh fire-Oiips, 263. Itworfted in an 
engagement with lord Howard, 264. 
Caufes of its failure, *66. Is finally 
ruined by ftorms, 168. 

Arragon, the people of, diipleaie Phi- 
lip II. by prote&ing Antonio Perez, 
ii. 326. Their confutation of go- 
vernment aboliwed, 329. 

Arras j Anthony Perenot, btihop of, 
his fpeech to the convention of ftates 
of Ghent, i. So. Is left principal 
counfellor of the dutcheft of Parma, 
regent of the Netherlands, 8& Hit 
character, %mm% 

Arfcb*t f duke of, invites the archduke 
Matthias, to be governor of the Ne- 
therlands, out of envy to the prince 
of Orange, ii. 3a. Is imprisoncbV 
but releaied by the mediation of the 
prince of Orange, 34* 

Avom/om, the French ambaflador at 
Rome, negotiates a treaty between 
pope Paul IV. and the court of 
France, i. ay. 



fij v uiigmy of the K r ifraJJuA , x-7' : 
AufirtM, don Joba of. if appcEsaad 
comnuoderiB :3>ef a^crA the Ma- 
refto ic fof t er s :a Gf-sada, L 25J- 
Hb chancier, nkU. CoaxxLor: :^- 
potntedtoafist b^, s$*- Tc'i '; 
fubdoes thercvoitcrs, jsW. Is sao^ 
generaliffi:no of cac fleet jiertagabai 
tne Tories, 158. Gaiss tz? t> ac n 
atLepanto, a 59- Tar profeueoe eif 
this victory obsuuclu t an vends- 
an sHomtn, 161. Is otiered the 
fbvereignty of Greece, 26). Un- 
dertakes the red:i£rica of Tonis, 
soy. Fortifies Tonis contrary a> 
carders, ao*8. Tunis retakes, 269, 
Arrives at i#o.Tfiuuurg is governor 
of the Netherlands, ii. 13. His 
treaty with the States, 19. Hisad- 
nnnioo Co the goTernnsent, is* 
His unpolitical conduct, a 3. His 
duplicity, 44. Seizes on thecaflfc 
of minor, 15. His de%ns discover- 
ed, at. Battle of Gemblours, 4a. 
la defeatrd by count de Bofiui at 
Rhnenant, 4*. His death, 5$. 
Aufrim, Erneft, archduke of, iucceeds 
const ManfVeidt in the government 
of the Netherlands, iL 344. In- 
vites the States to treat of peace, 
which they reject, ibid. His troops 
nrnttny, 555. Dies, 356. 

B. 

At&gav eftab4i<hes bimfeJf in the fo- 
veragnty of Cambnry, ii. 363. The 
town delivered tip to the count de 
Fnentes by the citizens, 365. The 
ssrnion capitnlates, 3^* 

Batttnbmrg, count of, fucceeds the 
count de la Marc, in the command 
of the forces of the States of Hol- 
land, L 360. Is defeated and killed 
in an attempt to relieve Haerlem, 378. 

Bdtih marouis of, is dugraced by Hen- 
ry IV. tor furrendenng Ardres to 
tne archduke Albert, ii. 380. 

op Zoom, difpofitions of the 
duke or* Parma fbrbeueging it, ii. 



rLa!,v^ 

ta: >: : ■• of Fkbu. r. 154. Is 

; - .--t rs, s%t. Irnrdr* Aoieos, 

; .. Reehe* ::. :o7- 
£""/". it "ra; : r K3.izad, drfrarsand 

l ^: 1> Jiimcs *; Sacher.o, i. : 57. 

Co-facH a flee of dai-bonJ^ed 

teae . dabosd frr the rdie: of 

Lejden, 41?. His axrirci, 4:3. 

Pcnmcs in as ansc, * to relieve Zi« 

ridee, 44=. 
Btmls , thf drft invention of, ii. 17$. 
Bzmmei, the trwn of, &ind by the 

pHr.ce of Orange, u 41 a. 
Bz-^mume, <fc Vrite defence of the gar- 

rfon of, againifc the Spaniards, u 

438- 

£nv, the dry of, taken by Martin 
Schenck, ii. 280. 

Rofkr, count of, his fruitlefs attempt 
to recover the Brill, L 301. Mat 
(acres the tovrnfinen of Rotterdam, 
303. His orders for afiemb!ing the 
States of Holland dinegarded, 3$a% 
Co-operates with Toledo at the liege 
of Haerlem, 376. Is defeated and 
taken prifoner by the Hollanders, 
388. Defeats Don John of Auftria 
at Rimenant, ii. 44. Dies, 10a. 

Breda, a congrefs held there by Spa* 
niih and Dutch deputies to negocr* 
ate peace, i. 426. Is taken by the 
Spaniards, ii. 123. Is leiaed by 
prince Maurice by ftratagem, a8a. 

Breda-ode, count, his application to 
thedutchefs of Parma, 195. His 
infurre£Hon and dcith, 196. 

Briff, taken by the Flemifh miles, i. 
297. Is attacked by count Boflut, 
301. The inhabitants iwear alle- 

?'anceto the prince of Orange, joa. 
he monks cruelly treated by the 

proteftams, ibid. note. 
Bruges , is delivered up to the prince 

of Parma, by the prince of Chimai 

the governor, it. 160. 
Brufe/fy the duke of Alva's birha- 

rour. refentment for tlic opposition 

to his taxes there, how diiappoint* 

ed, i. 297. 



c. 

(Tm{iu\ expedition againft, by die fin* 
glim, ii. i$6m Is plundered, 387. 
^ Galuv, the attack of, concerted by 
thedukeof Guife, 1.53. It taken, 
54* It befieged by the archduke 
Albert «• 375. Is token by ftorm, 

CaamVupr, it befieged by the coon tde 
Fuentet, ii. 363. It delivered up 
by the citizens, 365. The garrifbn 
capstiilates, 366* 

Gem caxdinaJ, caofe of hit perfb- 
awl resentment againft the emperor 

treaty between hit uncle pope Paul 
IV. and the court of France, *7. 
Hit ctabafiy to the court of Frances, 
31. Solicit* a violation of the truce 
of Vancelles, 3*. Obtains a fof- 
pesfionof aunt for the pope, from 
.the duke of Alva, 41. 
Cmrmatm. See Toledo, abp. of. 
Garato, Don, hit hiftory, i. aia. The 
turbulent dengue fonned by- him, 
SIS* It poiibned by hit father'e or- 
der*, «i4. 

Cdjmtrf, John, count palatine of the 
Rhine, engages to aflift the ftates of 
the Netherlands againft the Spani- 
ards, ii. 17. Is affifted with money 
by queen Elizabeth of England, 40. 
Joins the army of the (rates, 47. Is 
obftru&ed by the jealoufy of the 
Catholics, 48. Aflifts the people 
of Ghent againft the Walloons, 52. 
Goes over to England to juftify his 
'conduft to Elizabeth, 53. 

Cafitl Rodrigc, count de, his argu- 
ments to perfuade Philip IL to part 
with the fovereignty of the Nether- 
lands, ii. 403. 

Catelety befieged by the count de Fu- 
entes, ii. 360. Gomeron's trea- 
chery and death, 361. 

Caudebec, is befieged by the duke of 
Parma, ii. 320. 

Charles V. emperor, bad confequencet 
of his partial attachment to the Ne- 
therlands, i. 1. Calls his fon Philip 
into the Low Countries, 1. En- 
deavours to have him elected king of 



toe JwOmants 4* nosnnte net hea* 
tber Ferdinand to refign that dm- 
ty, 5. Hbichenwmmafrymg^Phi- 
lip to Mary queen of England, 6. 
Labours to reconcile theEngliaVto 
hit marriage, S. Philip'e undati- 
fui behaviour to him, M* Bcngnt 
hit do min io ns , 15. Procures the 
truce tfVauceu^ tan* Computa- 
tionof the number of peribnt de- 
ftroyed daring hie reign for their 
relupoutpriiiciplet, 68. 
Cbarks IX. of France 



Pro teft a nt t by the treaty of St. 
Germain*, i. 31a. Manama the 

Proteftants, 358. Bit treaty with 
count Lewis of Naflau, 403. 
Cbau*m CmmbrtfiH negoenrioot for 
peace between France, Spain, and 
England there, i. 60. Peace con- 
cluded, 63. 
CJ^, colond Edward, it sent by 
the prince of Orange with ten cook 
panics of Engii 0i to protea Lcydea 
againft the Spaniard*, L 414. flat 
men deiert to theenav, 41V, 
Cbimmh jpriaceof, hit deceitful con- 
duel, n. ice> It m a oV Bo mna i of 
Brum, 100* Delivers the town up 
to the prince of?anaa, Hid. 
Civitetia, it befieged by the duke of 

Guife, i. 42. 
Coligni, admiral de, defends St. Quin- 
tin againft the duke of Savoy, i. 47. 
Is taken priibner, 51. Is defeated 
at Montcontour, 321. Is killed in 
the maflacre of Paris, 338. 
Cologn, conferences entered into there 
for peace, between Philip and the 
States of the Netherlands, ii. 69. 
Colonua, his military operations againft 

the pope, i. 43. 
ComproMtfe, a copy of the agreement 

fo termed, i. 176% 
Condi, prince of, his diftatisfa&ion at 
the inordinate power of the Guiles, 
i. 65. Is killed at the battle of 
Jarnac, 321. 
Corbiii, is taken by the duke of Par- 
ma, ii. 305. 
Cor Jain, of Barbary, fome account 

of, i. 97. 
Council of ftate, expel their diftenting 
members, and declare the mutinous 
Spaaill 



INDEX. 



h troops rebels, 11.4. Ac- 

rccmirs from the prince of O- 

to profecute the fiege of 

t 1*. 

if Tumults, eftablifhed by 

in the Netherlands, i. 207. 

suy decree of, 208. The ma- 

>f the members decline act- 

ii. 

battle of, between the duke 

raife and the Germans, ii. 

is invaded by Sultan Selim, 



tf, is intercepted and routed 
ying a reinforcement to St. 
i, 1. 48. Is taken prifoner, 

ratfes the ficge of Middle- 
i. 309. Commands a fleet at 
eof Middleburg, 397. De- 
id kills count Lewis of Naf- 
6\ His troops mutiny, 408. 
apes from them, 400. De- 
<on Antonio icing of Portu- 
98. 

t 9 the Spanifh admiral, de- 
tad killed by Boifot, admi- 
Kolland, i. 397. 
4s t marcfchal, is defeated at 
leof Gravelines, i. 55. Is 
rilbner, 57. 

and Sweden, ftate of, at the 
: Charles V. refigning his 
ms, i» 19* 

, is taken by prince Mau- 
310. 

lanetin, takes Dragut die 
prifoner, i. 99* 
mbly of the ftates of Hoi- 
Id there, i. 353, Send a 
tf money to the prince of O- 

befieged and taken by count 
Aes, ii. 36a. 

mis, defends Leydrn againft: 
liards, i. 415. 
cCoriair, Jome account of, 
takes himfelf raafter of Tri- 
• Carries a reinforcement to 
irks at Malta, 136. Is 
it the £ege of St. Elmo, 



Drake, Sir Francis,, by his fucceffes 
obliges Philip II. of Spain to poft- 
ponehis invafion of England, ii. 
252. 

Dm 14 h his gallant defence of Bom- 
mehe againft the Spaniards, i. 438. 

Dunkirk is taken by the prince of Par- 
ma, ii. 155. 



Egmonty count, advifes the battle, and 
gains the victory of St. Quinrin, i. 
48. Defeats marefchal de Thermes 
at the battle of Gravelines, 55. Is 
fent by the dutchefs of Parma to re- 
prefent the ftate of the Netherlands 
to Philip in Spain, 170. Complains 
of being deceived by Philip, 174. 
Refufes to command the regent** 
troops, 181. Pacifies the tumults 
of the reformers, 188. Juftifies, 
and declares his readineis tofupport 
Philip's meafures, 193. The prince 
of Orange's warning to him, 203. 
Is imprisoned by the duke of Alv#, 
104. His trial, 214. Petition of 
his countefs to Philip, 216. Is ex- 
ecuted, 228. His character, 229* 
Egmonty the young count of, endea- 
vours to ieize the city of Brunels 
for the prince of Parma, ii. 68. Is 
taken prifoner by La Noue, 1 1 2. 
Elizabeth, queen of England, her 
motives for rejecting the proposed 
marriage with Philip II. of Spain, 
i. 61. Her Stipulations rejecting 
Calais, 63. Affords protection to 
the FlemHh refugees, 274. Seizes 
money intended for Philip, in her 
ports, 276. Conflfcates the effects 
of the Spaniih and Flemim mer- 
chants, 277. Is induced to dis- 
countenance the Flemim exiles, 299. 
Ailifts the revolted Flemings with 
money, ii. 17. Her policy with re- 
gard to the disturbances of the Ne- 
therlands, 38. Engages to fupply 
the ftates with money and troops, 
39. Apologies to Philip, 40. Her 
conduct on the treaty between the 
ftates and the duke of Anjou, 47. 
Meafures taken toward a marriage 
between her and the duke, 126. 
Her anxiety concerning the affairs of 
the Netherlands, 210. The sove- 
reignty 
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reignty of the United States offered 
to her, in. Declines the offer, 
but enters into a treaty for their 
protection, 215. Sends Leicefter 
with an army to their aflxfrance,ai6. 
Her partiality to him, 233. Review 
of her conduct, 251. Negociatea with 
Philip, 253. Prepares to defeat 
his intended invafion of England, 

-. S55. The Invincible Armada to- 
tally ruined, 268. Her fituation at 
this time, 27s. Her expedition a- 
gainft Cadiz, 586. Oppofrs the 
peace between France and Spain, 
399. Remonftrates to the king of 
France againft it, 400. 

Elmo, St. fort on the ifland of Malta, 
fiege of by the Turks, i. 134. Is 
taken by aflault, 146. 

England, objections of the Englifti to 
the marriage of their queen Mary, 
with Philip II. of Spain, i. 7. Mea- 
sures taken by the emperor Charles 
to reconcile them to it, 8. The 
parliament refufes Philip the cere- 
mony of coronation, n. Philip 
returns to Spain, \\. State of, at 
the time ot the emperor Charles's 
refignation, 18. The conqueft of, 
projected by Philip II. of Spain, ii. 
247. See Armada. 

Erneft, archduke of Auftriaj fee 
Anftria, 

EJcurialy the palace of, built in con- 
fequence of Philip's vow on gain- 
ing the battle of St. Quintin, i. 50. 

EJex, earl of, is appointed to com- 
mand the Englifti armament againft 
Cadiz, ii. 385. Takes and plun- 
ders the town, 387. 

Europe, (late of, at the time of the 
emperor Charles's rehgnation, i. 
18. 

F. 

Ferdinand, brother of the emperor 
Charles V. is folicited by him to 
refign his dignity as king of the 
Romans, i. 5. 

Ferdinand, the catholic, fubdues the 
Morefcoes in Spain, i. 239. Com- 
pels thofe of Granada to profefs 
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Chriftianity, 240. Reduces die m. 
habitants of the country, ibid. 

Flemings, refoie to fwear allegiance ts 
Pbihp II. of Spain, i. 3. Their 
jealous caution in grants of money < 
to Lim, 44. Their ancient com* 
mercial profperity, 70. See Nether- 
lands. { 

Fhtjbing, revolt of, againft the Sps- 
niards, i. 305. Don PetroPacbe- 
co, the Spanim governor, pot to 
death there, 307. , 

Fontaine Francoife, battle of, betweea 
Henry IV. of France, and Valafco 
conftable of Caftile, ii. 367. 

France, its political ftate in reference 
to Philip II. of Spain, i. 21. Cha- 
raaer of the French at that tone, 
ibid. The diffatisfaaion of ths 
nation at the peace of Chateau 
Cambrefis, 64. State of, on 
the death of Henry II. 65. The 
decrees of the council of Trent re- 
jected by the court of, 123. Bat- 
tles of Jarnac and Montcontour, 
321. The Proteftants deceived by 
a treaty, 31*. Maflacre of the 
Proteftants, 338. State of parties , 
in, under Henry HI. ii. 205. The 
catholic league, 206, 290. The 
duke of Guife aflaflinated, 201. 
The kin? affaffinated, 292. Ac- * 
ceiTion ot Henry IV. ibid. He em- 
braces the catholic religion, 338. 
Calais taken by the archduke Al- ! 
bert, 378. i 

Frances II. of France, his acceflka, 
character, and adminiftration, L 

Fuentes, count of, fucceeds the arch- 
duke Erneft as governor of the Ne- 
therlands, ii. 356. Enters vigo- 
rously into the exerciie of his omce, 
358. Befieges Catelet, 360. Puts ' 
Gomeron to death, 361. Takes 
Dourlens, 36a. Lays fiege to Cam- 
bray, 363. The town and caftk 
delivered up, 366. Refigns the go- 
vernment to Albert, 374. / 
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Gtmblours, battle of, ii. 4*. 

Gerard, Balrhazer, affaflinates the 
prince of Orange, ii. 16a. His 
examination, 164. His fentence. 
165. 

Germany, difguft received there at the 
behaviour of Philip II. of Spain, 
i. 4. State of at the time of the 
emperor Charles's resignation, 1 8. 

Gertrudenbwrg, is taken from the Spa- 
niards, by the Sieur de Payette, i. 
$90* Is betrayed to the Spaniards 
by the garrifon, ii. 278, Is retaken 
by prince Maurice, 341. 

Ghent, a woollen manufacture carried 
00 in that city before the art was 
known in England, i. 70. The 
confederacy, called die pacification 
of, ii. 1 a. The duke of Arfchot 
leized and impriibned there, 34. 
Difcord between the inhabitants of, 
mnd the Walloons, 50. 

Guambelli, his contrivances at Ant- 
werp to deftroy the prince of Par- 
ma's bridge, ii. 183. 188. 

Gmuron, his private treaty with the 
count de Fuentes, for the delivery 
of Catelet, ii. 360. Is put to death 
by Fuentes, 361. 

Gramada, the Moorifh inhabitants of, 
forced by Ferdinand the catholic, 
to profefs Chriftianity, i. 240. Are 
appreffed by the inquifition, 041. 
Are disarmed by Philip II. 142. 
Philip's oppremVe edi& agtinft 
them, 243. Remonftrate againft it, 
. 344. Revolt of the province, 146. 
Aben Humeya, their newly-elecled 
Jung, attempts to pofTefs himfelf of 
tbe city of Granada, 248. The 
Moreicoes reduced by the marquis de 
. Mondejar, 249. The province 
•hindered by the troops, 251. The 
. inhabitant* tike arms agai.fr, ibid. 
Are totally fubriued by Don John 
of Auftria, 254. Dreadful feveri- 
ties exercifed againft them, 255. 

Gram/eUe, cardinal, rigoroufly en- 
forces Philip's edi&* again it here- 
tic* ia tbe Netherlands, i. 162. 
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His removal applied for, 166. I 
removed by his own defire, 167* 
Continues to exert his influence 
over the king againft his enemies in 
the Low Countries, 190.200. 

Grave, befleged by count Manfveldt t 
ii. 2x8. Is taken by the prince of 
Parma, aao. 

Gravelimes, battle of, between count 
Egmont and marefchal de Thermes, 

i-55. 

Gregory XIII. pope, perfuades Philip 
II. to confer the fovereignty of 
Tunis on Don John of Auftria, i. 
268. 

Groningen, is befieged by prince Mau- 
rice, ii. 351. Submits and accedes 
to the union of Utrecht, 354. 

Gueldres, is betrayed to the duke of 
Parma, ii. 241. 

Guerrero, archbimop of Granada, in- 
flames Philip II. againft the Moors, 
i. 241. 

Guife, Francis duke of, leads an army 
into Italy to fupport the pope a* 
gainft the duke of Alva, i. 41* 
Eeueges Civitella, 4a. Is recalled, 
51. Takes Calais from the En* 

flifh, 54. Takes Thionviile, 55. 
[e and his brother engrofs the ad- 
miniftration under Francis II. 65. 
Guife, Henry duke of, his political in- 
trigues, ii. 205. Forms the ca- 
tholic league, 206. Enters into a 
treaty with Philip II. of Spain, 207. 
Gains a victory over the Germans, 
290. Is aflaffinated by the king** 
order, 291. 



Haerlem, is befieged by Don Frederic 
de Toledo, i. 364. Speech of RU 
perd* to the principal inhabitants, 
3-5. The town ctefcribed, 367. 
Surrenders, 381. Cruel treatment 
of the inhabitants, 38 ;. Is feized 
'and plundered by the mutinous Spa* 
ni(h troops, 384. 

Halt, the Turkifh admiral, defeated 
and killed at Lepanto, i. * 59. 

Hanftede, Adolphus, his fleet de- 
ftroyed by the Zeaiandcrs, i. 41 1. 
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Hrffem* the Coriair, befieges Oran 
and Mafarquiur, u 106, It forced 
1o a precipitate retreat by the Spa- 
niards, 107. B iing& a reinforce- 
ment 10 the Turks at Malta, 149. 

HMrattgitfr t Charles, carries a paxty 
of men fecretly into Breda, and 
icim the town for prince Maurice, 
ii* a9j. Is made governor, 185. 

Jfrvry II' of France, his char after 
and political conduct, t« 31. Con* 
eludes an alliance with pope Paul 
IV. again ft the emperor Charles V. 
27, Agrees to the truce of Vau- 
cellcs, JO* It perfuaded to violate 
the truce , and renew the war* 34. 
Jlii force* defeated before St.Quin- 
ttn, 49- His motives to with for a 
peace with Philip, 5B, Peace of 
Chateau CambrcfU, 63. His death, 

fltnfy IIL of France, his character, 
B, 37. Refufes to afiirt hit brother 
the duke of Anjou, 137* I* of- 
fered the fovtrcignty of the United 
States of the Netherlands, ao+, 
State of parties in France, 105* His 
firm reply to the repiefcnt aliens of 
the Spa mm ainbafladorj 109. De- 
clines the offer of the States, no. 
Declares hlmfelf the head and pro- 
tector of the catholic league, 290. 
Procures the aflafllnation of the 
duke of Guife, and of his brother 
the cardinal, 291, Is aflaffinated 
himfelf, 292. 

Hinry IV. of France, his acceffion, 
ii. 292. Defeats the duke of May- 
enne, 293. Inverts Paris, 294. 
Comparifon between him and the 
duke of Parma, 296. Raifes the 
fiege on the arrival of the duke of 
Parma, 109. Sends a defiance to 
the duke of Mayenne, 300. The 
duke of Parma deceives him by a 
ftratagem, ibid. Di (bands his army, 
305. Collects troops and harafles 
the duke on his return to the Ne- 
therlands, 307. Befieges Rouen, 
314. Abandons the fiege, 319. 
Blocks up the Spanifh army at 
Caux, 321. Embraces the catho- 
lic religion, 338. The principal 
cities fubmit to him, £45* Pub* 
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lime* a general indemnity, 34s, 
Befieges Laon, 347* Repels thi 
attempts of the duke de Majeure 
to raife the fiege, 34$. Laon capi- 
tulates, 350, The dukes of Lor* 
rain and Guife fubmit to him, 351, 
Declares war again ft Philip of 
Spain, 358, Makes an alliance 
with the United Provinces, 360. 
Defeats Valaico, conftable of Cat 
tile, 363, Gains over the duke de 
Mayenne, 360. Obtains the ex- 
petted absolution from pope Cle- 
ment, 370* Disgraces the marquis 
of Belin for the fumender of Ar- 
dres, 3 Bo* Beficges Amiens, 394, 
Liftens to overtures for peace, 400. 
His reply to queen Elizabeth** je- 
monftrances again ft it, 40 r. Con- 
cludes a peace at Venting, 40s. 

Htmy, Don, fuceeeds to the Crown of 
Portugal, ii, 81 . DtfcufTes the 
claims of the fevcral competitors for 
the fucccfiion after bun, 83. Re- 
fo Ives to marry, 85. Hie death, 
B8. 

herenbrrgi count, deferts the intereft 
of the United Provinces, and goes 
over to the Spaniards, ii. 159* 

HitrgfJx count de, reduces fetenl 
towns in the Netherlands, i, 432* 

HobenJoe, count, is appointed to the 
command of the fleet of the Uni- 
ted States, ii. 1*1. Attacks the 
counterdyke of Couveftcin, 192. 
Relieves Grave, 219. Reduces Ax- 
el, and defeats Hautpeine, 241. 

Holland, revolt of the provinces of, i. 
319. Precautions taken there to 
withftand the Spanifh power, 3C1. 
The States of, aflemble at Eton, 
353. Eftablifhment of the reform- 
ed religion, 338* Spanifh feet un- 
der count Bonut, defeated by, 388. 
The States of, refufe to concur in 
the treaty with Don John of 
Auftria, it. so. See Umtei Pro- 
nrinces. 

Horn, count, pacifies the tumultuous 
inhabitants of Tournay, i. 188. 
Is imprifoned by the duke of Aha,' 
204. His trial, »14« Is executed, 
228. 
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/, Lambertus, cruel perfidy 
Spaniards to, i. 36a. 
, lord, the Englifti admiral, 
ident management on the ar- 
f the Spaniih Invincible Ar- 
ii. 261. Harafies it with 
ps, 263. Attacks the Spa- 
fuccefsfully, 264. 
reduced by prince Maurice, 
. Is fortified by him, and 
d by the archduke Albert, 
Surrenders, 384. 

I. 

battle of, i. 321. 

, endeavours to difluade Phi- 

from his projected invaiion 
^land, ii. 248. 
leur dc, is defeated by Frede- 

Toledo, and his fuipicious 

i. .334. 

n in Spain, its hiftory, and 
)f proceeding, i. o 1 . Eflfe&s 

inftitution on tne character 

Spaniards, 92. An Auto 
celebrated in the prefence of 
II. 95. The Moors driven 

Spain by the feverities of, 

duke de, is defeated and 
at the battle of Coutras, ii. 

e ftates of, their dependence 
lip II. of Spain, i. 20. Its 
011 by the peace of Chateau 
fcfis, 67. 

L; 

U, it taken by count Manf- 
H. 347. 

, the count de, commands a 
r Flemifti exiles by commifli- 
fn the prince of Orange, i. 
Takes the Brill, 300. Be- 
Amfterdam, 355. Caufes 
mifcarriage, 356. His cha- 

359* I* deprived of his 
ind and dies, 360. 

aflifts count Lewis in the 
1 of Mons againft the duke 
ra > •• 334* Mons capitu- 
146. Undertakes the defence 



of Maeftricht againft the prince of 
Parma, ii. 60. Is taken pnfoner by 
the Walloons, 112. On what terms 
releafed, 113. 

La Vedette, grand mafter of Malta, 
his vigorous preparations to defend 
the ifland againft the Turks, i. 131. 
His motives for defending St. Elmo, 
135. Retaliates the barbarity of 
the Turks, 147. 

Lagny, is taken by the duke of Par- 
ma, ii. 303. 

Lanzaveccbia, governor of Breda, 
corrupts the garrifon of Gertruden- 
burg to give it up to the duke of 
Parma, ii. 278. Lofes Breda to 
prince Maurice by negligence, 
282. 

Loon, is befieged by Henry IV. of 
France, ii. 347. The duke of 
Mayenne endeavours in vain to 
raife the fiege, 348. Surrenders, 

League, catholic, formed in France 
by the duke of Guile, ii. 206. It 
joined by Philip H. of Spain, 207. 
Henry III. declares himfelf its head 
and protector, 290. The duke of 
Guile and the cardinal his brother 
anaftinated, 201. The duke de 
Mayenne choten commander ia 
chief, ibid. Mayenne defeated by 
Henry IV. 293. Paris relieved by 
the duke of Parma, 299. Conven- 
tion of the ftates of, 334. Tbe 
dukes of Lorrain and Guife fub- 
mit to Henry, 351. Is deferted by 
the duke de Mayenne, 369. 

Leicefler, earl of, is fent with English 
troops to the afliftance of the 
Dutch States, ii. 216. Is made 
governor, and commander in chief 
of all their forces. 217. Befieges 
Zutphen, 224. His arbitrary and 
imprudent conduct, 226. His fee- 
ble attempts to raife the fiege of 
Sluys, 239. His intrigues difco- 
vered, 242. Differs with the States, 
243. 4Jtefigns his government and 
returns to England, 24c. Is ap- 
pointed commander in chief of tne 
Englifti forces to oppofe the Spa- 
ntfh Armada, 271* 
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•k litcbnv 
count A* 



tenaberg* mow b defeated by the 
sJaktoTAh • • -• "• 



t JO, In deceived by 



3«4^ Mies Mans, *ao\ It hefief. 
•d chert by the duke of Aha, 53s. 
Muis cajatulates, s4& HttHearv 
with Scbombfg the French ambet 
Ador, 403. It defeated end kilkd 
. tt Mooch, bj DAyila, 407. ( 

tgduh h befieged by Reqocfens, 1. 
413, lit fituation defcribed, /£& 
It defended by Jant Pouza, 415. 

* Is blockaded. 416. JUWudonind 
«tiftre£ of the inhabitants, 417J 
Hie country laid under water, 418* 
Is relieved by Bouot, tnd thefiegt 



i^le^thectryof^fubmitttothedttke 
• of Alva, iuoc* 

Lmrraim* cardinal of, hit arguments 
for an alliance between France and 
the pope, agyinft the emperor 
Charles V. i. 19. He and his bro- 

' ther engrofs the administration un- 
der Francis II. 65. 

Lowificin % the fort of, furpri/cd by 
Herman de Ryter, i. 294. It reta- 
ken, 295. 



M. 



Matfiricbt, is befieged by the Prince 
ot Parma, ii. 57. Is taken by 
tiurprife, 61. 

J/UUta, the ifland of, invaded by the 
Turks, i. 13a. Siege of St. Elmo, 
134. St. Elmo taken by afiault, 
146. Attack of fort St. Michael, 
149. Arrival of Spanifh fuccours, 
157. The Turks retire, ibid. Re- 
land, and are defeated by the Spa- 
nhliieinforcement, 159* 



JManj-vdit* count, beficges Grave fa 
Bmbantf 1L21S. Beficgt* andnta 
Wachtcndorxk, 276. is jppoirttf 
governor <Y tlw Nether land* ontto 
death cf the duke of Fama, ;jj. 
Lays ile^c to Noyon, ibiJ. Fails of 
reUcvir.^ Gcrtrndcnburg, 34,;. It 
pre vented from taking Cgci 
by prince Matu ice, 34 J» I* to- 
per Jcdcd in the government of Aft 
Netherlands* by 7 he appointment ii 
tbi: 'u^cbduJcc K <n eft, 544. Invars 
FiCirdy, and ttkes ths nwnof La 
GWpeHcj ^47. Religtin ma employ- 
ment on the ap(.ciatjt>ent ot lac 
count dc Fucntcs to be gjrcifrir p 

flt*rrj f queen of England, her do* 
WCr, zM motives for t.iarrjiag 
Philip ff. of Sjiain, L 7* Sunuiu- 
ry of *hc row c articles S* Joie* 
hcrhufb v| jp, : , j ,t&i utton of the 
pix> 4 1 y ncr hnf- 

hant', tj. K prevailed on by hip 
to encase in the war againtt fiance, 
45, I1 i d a, to. 
]tf*ny> onncti* of Portugal, married 

to Philip IK of Spain, 1, a. 
jtfory, daughter of Chiles the £old, 
married to Maximttiattj fcn cf the 
emperor Frederic IIL L 71 P Ilcr 
death, 72, 
Matthias, archduke, is invited by 
the duke of Arfchot and others to 
take upon htm the government cf 
the Netherlands, ii. 3a, Is admit- 
ted by the States, $3. Leaves the 
Netherlands, ia$. . 
Maurice, prince, uicceAs to t!i2 offi- 
ces of his father, ii. 191. His cha- 
racter, £73. Gain* pcilHScn of 
Breda by a ftratagem, at*. Fro- 
vides for it3 (ecurity, a86. Is made 
governor of Gnelderland andOve- 
rvflel, 187. Takes Zotnhen, 309. 
And Dcventer, 310. Defeats the 
duke of Parma's cavalry by ftrata- 
gem, ibid* Reduces Rulft and Ni- 
meffuen, 3t». Subdues Steenvrich 
ana Coverden, 330. Takes Ger- 
trudenburg, 34a. Murderers em- 
ployed to anajfinate him by the 
court of Spain* 344. Undertakes 
die fiege of Groningen, 351. Re- 
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duces it, 354- Affords protection 
to the Spanifh mutinous troops, 
3<5. His operations obftructed by 
Mondragone, 371. Fortifies Hul ft, 
581. Defeats and kills the count de 
Varas, 393. Progrefsof his opera, 
tians, 397. 
Maximilian y fon of the emperor Fre- 
deric III. mairies Mary daughter 
and he ; rejs of Charles the Bold, 
i. 71. Is feized and imprifoned at 
Bruges, 72. 
Maximilian II. emperor of Ger- 
many, remonftrates to Philip H. 
of Spain, again It the cruel admini- 
stration of the duke of Alva in 
the Netherlands, i. 217. Mediates 
between Philip and the Dutch 
States, 425. 
Mayente, duke of, is appointed com- 
mander in chief of the forces of the 
League, ii. 291. Is routed by 
Henry IV. 293. Summons a con- 
vention of the States of the League 
at Philip's defne, 334. Marriage 
treaty for his ion and Philip's 
daughter Ifabella, 341. Endea- 
vours in vain to raile the fiege of 
Laon, 348. His mallei !y retreat, 
349. Is reconciled to Henry, 
369. 
Mtcbiin, is garrifoned by the prince 
of Orange, i. 3^6. Is plundered 
by the duke of Alva's troops, 347. 
Medina Caeli, duke of, his expniiti- 
on to Tiipuli, i. 10 :. His fleet 
deltroyed by the Turks, 102. The 
FUmilh exiles take great part of the 
fleet he conducted to the relief of 
Alva, 31c. Is appointed to Suc- 
ceed the duke of Alva in the go- 
vernment of the Nethei lands, but 
dtclirts the charge, 391. 
Medina S.dt nia, duke de, is appointed 
commander of the Spanifh Invin- 
cible Armada, ii. 259. Defpairs 
of fticceis, 265. Refolves to re- 
turn to Spain, 267. His fleet ruin- 
ed by a dorm, 268. Arrives in 
Spain, ibid. 
M"idoz,a, don Franks de, dclivcis 
Oran and M iarijuivtr fiom me 
coilaii Halccm, i. 107. 
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Micbael, St. fort of, at Malta, fiege 
of, by the Turks, i. 149. 

Middleburg, is befieged by count 
Tferart, i. 309. The fiege raifed 
by D'Avila, 310. Is befieged by 
the Zealanders, 396. Surrenders 
to the prince of Orange, 399. 

Monde jar, marauis of, reduces the 
Morefco revolters in Granada, i % 
249. His troops plunder the coun- 
try, 251. Is removed from his 
command, 253. 

Mondragone, leads a detachment of 
Spanifh troops through a channel 
of the fca, to the relief of Tergces, 
i. 316. Defends Middlcburg a- 
gainrt the Zealanders, 396. Sur- 
renders by capitulation, 399. His 
vigorous pie pa rations for the fiege 
or Zii iclic, 440. Checks the opera- 
tions of prince Maurice, ii. 37 1. 
His death, 372. 

Moris, the city of, feized by count 
Lewis of NHfau, i. 326. Is befieg-. 
ed by the duke of Alva, 332. Ca- 
pitulates, 3+6. 

Montcontour, battle of, i. 321. 

Montmorency, conrhble of France, 
his realons againft an alliance with 
the pope, againft the emperor 
Chaiks V. i. 28. Peifuades Hen- 
ry to conclude the truce of Vau- 
celles, 30. Is defeated before St. 
Quintin, 49. Returns to France to 
negotiate a peace, 60. 
Mooch, battle of, between D'Avi^, 
the Spanifh general and count Lewis 
of NafTau, i. 407. 
More/coes, in Spviin, the hiltory of, i. 

*39- 
Morocco, ftate of that kingdom, ii. 
75. Is invaded by Sebaftian king 
of Portugal, 76. Battle of Alca- 
zar, 78. Death of Muley Moloc, 

79- 
Muley Mohc, cftablifhes himfelf in the 
ibvereignty of Morocco, ii. 75. 
Enters into an alliance with Philip 
II. of" Sp.iin, 76. Dies during the 
battle 01 Alcazar, 79. His cha- 
racl- 1 , ibid. # . 
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Mttflapba, commands the Turkifti 
troops fent to reduce the ifland of 
Malta, i. 132. Befieges St. Elmo, 
134. Takes it by aflault, 146. 
Retires fitmi the ifland, 157. Lands 
again and is defeated, 159. 

Muflapha, Cara, a celebrated corfair, 
fortifies himfelf at Pennon de Ve- 
lez, i. 108. His fort reduced by 
the Spaniards, 1 10. 



N. 



Naerden, cruel maflacre of the towns- 
men of, by don Frederic de Tole- 
do, i. 362. 

Namur, the caftle of, (eized by don 
John of Auftria, ii. 25. 

Navarefe, the leader of the mutinous 
Spanifli troops, conducts them from 
Aloft to the relief of the Spani- 
ards at Antwerp, ii. 8. Sacks the 
town, 9. 

Netherlands, enquiry into the ancient 
ftate of, i. 69. Fall under the do- 
minion of the houfe of Burgundy, 
7©. The fituation of the country 
favourable for commerce, ibid. 
The ibvereignty transferred to the 
houfe of Auftria, 71. Inftances 
of the attachment of the emperor 
Charles V. to this country and its 
inhabitants, 73. Averfion of his 
Ion Philip II. to them, 74. Edicls 
published againft the Protectants, 

76. Rigorous tribunals erected, 

77. New biihoprics eitablimed, 
ibid. The country filled with Spa- 
rim troops, 78. The dutchefs of 
Parma appointed regent, 80. 
Speech of the bifliop of Arras to the 
convention of the States at Ghent, 
ibid. Appreheniions of the people, 
8 1 . Arbitrary conduct of cardinal 
Granvelle, 162. The number of 
protelhnts incrcafe by pcriecution, 
165. Count Egmonfs embnfiV to 
Spain, 170. Reiult of deliberati- 
ons to lto>> the growth of herefy, 
173. The enforcement of the e- 
dicts againlt proteftants revived, 



174. A confederacy againft tht 
eftablifliment of the inquifition en- 
tered into, 175. Speech of the 
prince of Orange in council, 178. 
The fubferibers of the compromife 
petition the regent, 182. Intem- 
perate zeal of the reformers, 184. 
The regent raifes forces, 190. Va- 
lenciennes and Antwerp garrifoned, 
194. Quiet reftored, 196. The 
duke of Alva fent thither with an 
army, 202. The prince of Orange 
retires to Germany, 203. The 
counts Horn and Egmont imprifon- 
ed, 204. The inhabitants defert to 
foreign parts, 205. The dutchefs 
of Parma retires, 206. The extra- 
ordinary powers Alva was inverted 
with, 207. The Council of Tu- 
mults eftabliftied, ibid. The vio- 
lent proceedings of Alva, 208. 
Count Lewis of Naflau raifes an 
army, 219. Defeats count Arem- 
berg, 220. Deaths of the counts 
Egmont and Horn, 228. Count 
Lewis defeated by the duke of Al- 
va, 230. The prince of Orange 
raifes an army and publifhes a ma- 
nifefto, 232. Is obliged to difband 
his forces, 237. Tyrannical pro- 
fecutions of the duke of Alva, 273. 
Great defenion of the inhabitants, 
274. The people inflamed by taxa- 
tion, 279. Oppofition of the ai- 
fembly of the States, 281. Acl of 
indemnity published, 285. Its re- 
ception, 586. Reibluteconducl of 
the ftates of Utrecht, 288. The 
city of Utrecht filled with foldiers, 
290. Intrigues of the prince of 
Orange, 293. The fort of Lou- 
veftein iurpiifed by Herman de Ry- 
ter, 294. The duke of Alva pub- 
lifhes an edicl for the immediate 
payment of his taxes, 296. Vio- 
lent, commotions, efpecially at Brul- 
fels, 297. The Brill taken by the 
exiles, ibid. Count de Boflut maf- 
i'acres the townfmen of Rotterdam, 
303. Revolt of Flulhing, 305. 
Revolt of the other towns of Zea- 
land, 308. Siege of Middleburg, 
S09. The duke dc Medina Coeh's 
fleet 
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fleet deftroyed, 310. Other cap- 
tures at Tea, 311. Siege of Tcr- 
goes, 31a. Extraordinary relief of, 
J 1 6. Revolt of the province of 
Holland, 319. Mons feized by 
count Lewis of NafTau, 326. Ru- 
remond and other towns taken by 
the prince of Orange, 335. Mons 
taken by Alva, 346. Mechlin 

Slundered by Alva's troops, 347. 
barbarities exercifed at Zutphen, 
349. Aflembly of the States of 
Holland at Dorr, 353* MafTacre 
at Naerden, 36*. Alva removed, 
and the duke de Medina Coeli ap- 
pointed governor, 391. Who de- 
clining the charge is fucceeded by 
Requefens, ibid. Ineffectual ne- 
gotiations for peace at Breda, 426. 
Reduction of Ziricfee by the Spa- 
niards, 439. Death of Requefens, 
443. Mutiny of the Spanifh troops, 
ii. a. They fack the city of Ant- 
werp, 9. Pacification of Ghent, 
I a. The prince of Orange's advice 
to the States, 14. They apply to 
foreign powers for aid, 17. Form a 
new deed of union at Bruflels, 18. 
Their treaty with Don John of 
Auftria, 19. The departure of the 
Snanrfti troops, 21. The caftle of 
Narour feized by Don John of Auf- 
tria, 25. The States get a number 
of towns into their pofleflion, 28. 
Invite the prince of Orange to re- 
fide at Bruflels, 30. The prince is 
counteracted by the duke of Ar- 
fchot, 32. The archduke Mat- 
thias chofen (governor, 33. A new 
treaty of union, 36. The duke of 
Anjou applied to for afliftancc, 37. 
Return of the Snanifh troops, 41. 
Battle of Gemblours, 42. The 
powers of the prince of Oiange and 
the archduke Matthias enlarged, 
44. The States conclude a treaty 
with the duke of Anjou, 46. The 
operations of their numerous forces 
obftrucled by diflenfions, 47. The 
decree called the peace of religion, 
49. Difcord between the Flemings 
and Walloons, $o. Their forces 
difyerfed, 52. Death of don John 
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of Auftria, 53. The prince of 
Parma appointed governor, 55. 
He lays liege to Maeftricht, 57. 
Maeftricht taken by furprife, 61. 
The Walloons gained over by the 
prince of Parma, 64. lhe treaty 
called the union of Utrecht, 65. 
Conferences for peace at Cologn, 
69. The States rcfolve to transfer 
their allegiance from Philip to the 
duke of Anjou, no. The fove- 
reienty conferred on him, 117. 
All allegiance to Philip of Spain 
folemnly abjured by the united 
States, 121. Return of the Spa- 
nifli troops, 135. Attempt of the 
duke of Anjou on the city of 
Antwerp, 139. Reconcilement of 
the States with the duke, 152. 
Difcontents of the people, 15+, 
Death of the duke of Anjou, 161. 
The prince of Orange aflaflinated, 
162. Is fucceeded in his offices 
by his fon prince Maurice, 171. 
Great progrefs of the prince of 
Parma, J71. Siege of Antwerp, 
174. The city capitulates, 197. 
Brabant deferted by many of its 
inhabitants, 200. Their critical 
fituation on the death of the prince 
of Orange, 203. Offer the fove- 
reigncy to the king of France, 204. 
To the gueen of England, an. 
Treaty with Elizabeth, 215. The 
earl of Leicefter fent to their af- 
fiftance, 216. Great famine and 
peftilence, 234. Ill confequences 
of the duke of Parma's expedition 
to France, to the Spanifh caufe, 
308. Death of the Duke of Parma, 
330. Count Manfveldt appointed 
governor, 333. Erneft, Archduke 
of Auftria, appointed governor, 
344. Who is fucceeded by the 
count dc Fuentcs, 356. Cam- 
bray delivered up to Fuentcs by the 
citizens, 365. The archduke Al- 
bert appointed governor, 373. The 
fovereignty of, transferred to him, 
405. This deed how received 
there, 406. See United Provin- 
ces. 
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Nimtguen, is taken by prince Mau- 
rice, ii. 312. 

Norrir, colonel, diftinguifhes himfelf 
at the head of a body of Englifh, 
at the battle of Rimennnt, ii. 45. 

Nojottf is befieged by count Manf- 
veldt, ii. 353- 

Nttj< 9 the deftru&ion of, by the Spa- 
nish troops, ii. 233. 



O. 

Oran 9 befieged by the corfair Haf- 
cem, i. 105. Thefiege raifedby the 
Spaniards, 107. 

Orange, William I. prince of, his fa- 
mily and chancier, i. 83. Origin 
cf the difeuft between him and 
- Philip II. of Spain, 84.' Applies 
for the removal of cardinal Gran- 
vellc, 166. Oppofes theadmiffion 
of the decrees of the council of 
Trent, J 68. Oppofes the inftroc- 
tions given to count Egmont, 170. 
Declines enforcing the edicts a- 
gainft the proteftants, 154. His 
fpeech in the council, 178. Pu- 
nifties the rioters at Antwerp, 
1P6. Tolerates the reformers, 
ibid. His rcifons fur this indul- 
gence, 187. Deiires leave to rc- 
lign his employments, 191. Is in- 
formed of the kind's ft ere t inten- 
tions againft him, 192. Retires to 
Germany, 203. Refufes to obey 
the duke of Alva's citation, wi:h 
hisreafons, 215. His eftates con- 
fiscated, 516. Applies to the 
emperor Maximilian for his inter- 
pout ion, ibid. His inducements 
to tuke up arms, 217. Pub- 
ises a manifefto, 232. Profefles 
the reformed religion, 'Z33. Pafles 
the Macfe, 234. Offers Alva 
btttle, 235. Is obliged to dif- 
band his army, 237. Prepares 
to refume his operations for the 
relief cf the Netherlands, 292. 
Grants a commifTion to the count 
de la Marck, 259. Gives the 

command ct all the forces in 
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Zealand to the count Tienrt, 
308. The province of Holland 
induced to molt by bis negotia- 
tions, 320. His military pupi- 
rations, ibid. Takes Ruremond 
335. Is received at Mechlin, 356. 
Takes icveral other towns, ibid. 
Endeavours in vain to provoke 
Alva to an engagement, 340. 
Is attacked and worfted, 3^3. 
Di (bands his aimy and returns to 
Holland, 345. Receives a l'upply 
cf money trom the afllmbly of 
the States at Doit, 354. Is ap- 
pointed commander in chief of 
all their forces, 355. His mo- 
deration and prudent regulations, 
357. Eftablithes the reformed re- 
ligion, 358. Equips a fleet a- 
gainft the Spanifh at Middle- 
Eurg, 357. Reduces Middleburg, 
399. Seizes the town of Bom- 
mel, 412. His mea Aires for the 
relief of Ley den, 418. His at- 
tempts to relieve Ziticfee, 441. 
Projects the union of the protin- 
ces, in the pacification of Ghent, 
ii. 12. His advice to the States 
on the arrival of don John of 
Auftria, 14. Goes, by invitation, 
to refitie at Bruflels, 30. Is 

counteracted by the duke of At- 
fc hot, 32. Pacifies the people if 
Ghent, 62. Accomplices the 
affectation called the union of 
Utrecht, 6$. His reply to Phi- 
l.p's private offers, 71. Sends af- 
f (lance to Scbaflian king of Por- 
tugal againit the emperor of Mo- 
rocco, 76. Juftifies his conduct 
againft the popular clamours, 103. 
Advifes the States to icncunce 
their allegiance to Philip, ic6. 
Is profciibed by Philip, 119. His 
apoiogy addreffed to the States, 
120. An attempt made to afiiii- 
finate him, 131. His advice to 
the States on the duke of An- 
jou's treachery, 147. Other at- 
tempts made to get him affalfi- 
nated, 153. Leaves Antwerp un 
account of injuiious fulpicions 
entertained 
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entertained againft him, 156. Is 
killed by Balthazar Gerard, 162. 
His charaaer, 166. Abftraft 
of his famous apology, 415. See 
Maurice, 
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Pacbeco, don Pedro de, put to death 
by the inhabitants of Flufhing, i. 
307. 

Paris, maflacre of the proteftants 
there, i. $38. Is inverted by 
Henry IV. of Fiance, ii. 294. 
Great diftrefs of the Parifians, 
298. The fiege railed by the arri- 
val of the duke of Parma, 299. 
Submits to Henry IV after his con- 
veriion, 345. 

Parma, Margaret, dutchefs of, made 
regent of the Netherlands, i. 80. 
Perfecutes the proteftants in con- 
cert with cardinal Granvelle, 162. 
Publishes the decrees of the coun- 
cil of Trent, 169. Sends count 
Egmont to Spain, 170. Ap- 
points a conference to confider of 
means to ftop the growth of he- 
refy, 172. Which offends Phi- 
lip, 173. Revives the perfecution 
of the proteftants, 174. Her an- 
fwer to the petition of the nobles, 
183. Tranfmits the petition to 
Spiin, 184. Raifes forces by Phi- 
lip's command, 1 90. Her fuccefs 
in fupprefling the reformers, 194. 
DiiTuades Philip from lending an 
army into the Low Countries, 201. 
Obtains leave to retire from the 
Netherlands, 206. 

Parma, Alexander Farnefe, prince 
of, lays fiege to Navarino, i. 265. 
Is ordered by Philip to lead the 
Spanifh troops back to the Ne- 
therlands, ii. 41. Battle of Gem- 
t) lours, 42. Is appointed to i'ue- 
ceed don John of Auftria as go- 
vernor of the Netherlands, 55. 
His character, ibid. Befieges Mae- 
ftiicht, 57. Takes the town by 
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furprife, 61. Gains ovei the Wal- 
loons, 64. Poflefles hixnfelf of 
Courtray, 112. Is forced to a- 
bandon the fiege of Cambray by 
the duke of Anjou, 124. Obtains 
a return of the Spanifh troops, 
135. Takes Dunkirk, 155. With 
feveral other towns, 156, 15?. 
Bruges delivered up to biro by 
the prince of Chi ma i the governor, 
160 Reduces feveral principal 
towns, 172. His lenity toward 
the inhabitants, 173. Befieges 
Antwerp, 174. Blockades the 
Schcld by a bridge, 177. De* 
fcription of this bridge, 178. Re- 
pairs the bridge, after an attempt 
made to deftroy it, 187. Fortifies 
the counter-dyke of Couveftcin, 
190. Recovers the pofiWTion of it, 
194. The city of Antwerp fub- 
mitstohim, 197. His great pow- 
er in the Netherlands, 203. Takes 
Grave in Brabant, 220. Befieges 
Venlo, ibid. Takes the town by 
capitulation, 222. His motives to 
attack Nuys, 223. Lays fiege to 
Rhineburg, 224. Befieges Sluys, 
237. DiiTuades Philip from in- 
vading England, 250. His prepa- 
rations to co-operate with the In- 
vincible Armada, 258. Meditates 
the fiege of Bergen-op-Zoom, 273. 
Is deceived by two Englifti fuldi- 
ers, 274. Abandons the attempt, 

276. His difficulties and anxiety, 

277. Mutiny among his Spanifh 
troops, 282. Sends a reinforce- 
ment to the duke of Mayenne, 295. 
His firft expedition into Frances 

296. Companion between him 
and Henry IV. ibid. His wife 
precautions on entering France, 

297. Raifes the fiege of Paris, 
299. Deceives HeBry by a ftra- 
tagem, 300. Takes Lagny, 303. 
Poflefles himfelf of Corbeil, 305. 
Returns to the Netherlands, 306. 
His cavalry defeated by prince 
Maurice, 310. Marches again in- 
to France, 315. Inverts the town 
of St. Efprit de Rue, 310. Raifrs 

the 
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the fiege of Rouen, ibid. Is 
wounded at Caudebec, 320. His 
army blocked up by Henry IV. at 
Caux, 311. Efcapes by palling 
the Seine, 324* Returns to the 
Netherlands again, ibid. Is or- 
dered back to France and dies, 
330. His character, 331. 

Paul IV. pope, his character and 
condu&, i. 13. The ambition of 
his nephews, 25. Caufe of his a- 
nimouty to the emperor Charles V. 
ibid. Concludes an alliance with 
France againft the emperor, 17. 
Induces Henry to break the truce 
of Vaucelles, 34. His violent 
conduit, 35. Partes a fentence to 
deprive Philip II. of the fovereign- 
ty of Naples, 38. His dominions 
invaded by the duke of Alva, 40. 
Obtains a truce, 41. His forces 
defeated by Colonna, 43. Ob- 
tains peace from Philip, 51. Dies 
6j. 

Payette, Sieur de, takes San Ger- 
trudenburg from the Spaniards, i. 
390. 

Pembroke, earl of, joins the duke 
of Savoy with a body of Englifh 
forces, 1.46. Isfenthome, 51. 

Pennon de Vclex, the fort of, reduc- 
ed by don Garcia de Toledo, i. 
109. 

Perez, Antonio, his bafe treatment 
by Philip, II. of Spain, ii. 325. 

Philip II. king of Spain, his birth 
and education, i. 1 . His character, 
2. His firfl marriage, ibid. Is 
called by his father into the Low- 
Countries, ibid. Unpopularity of 
his manners, 3. Difgufts the Ger- 
mans, 4. Returns to Spain, 6. 
Marries Mary queen of England, 
7. Summary of the marriage ar- 
ticles, 8. Arrives in England, 9. 
His behaviour and manners, 10. 
Is refined the ceiemony of corona- 
tion, 1 1 . His endeavours to re- 
move the prcjii'l.Cv-'S entertained a- 
gainft him, ibid. Instigates a per- 
secution of tlu: Englifli proteftants. 
12. Leaves Fngland, 13. His un- 
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dutiful behaviour to his father, 14, 
Review of his dominions and die 
extent of his power, 17. Depend- 
ence of the pope on him, so. Hit 
conduit on Henry II. of France 
breaking the truce of Vaucelles, 
37. Is deprived of the fovereign- 
ty of Naples by the fentence of 
pope Paul IV. 3S. His fcruples 
as to oppofing the pope bv violence, 
explained, 39. Orders Alva to in- 
vade the pope's dominions, 40. 
Levies forces in the Low Countries 
againft France, 44. Engages Eng- 
land in the war, 45. His beha- 
viour on the victory at St. Quin- 
tal, 50. Takes the town, 51. 
Neglects the improvement of his 
advantages, ibid. Concludes a 
peace with the pope, $%. His mo- 
tives to defire a peace with France, 
58. Protects a marriage with queen 
Elizabeth, 61. His conduct with 
refpea to his allies, 63. State of 
his affairs in Italy on the peace of 
Chateau Cambrefis, and death of 
Henry II. of France, 67. His a- 
verfion to the Flemings, 74. His 
edicts againft the proteftants, 76. 
His rigorous tribunals for the ex- 
tirpation of herefy, 77. Fills the 
Netherlands with Spanifh foldiers, 
78. Appoints the dutchefs of 
Parma regent, 79. Meets a con- 
vention of the States at Ghent, 80. 
His inflexibility in religion, 8a. 
Origin of the difguft between him 
and the prince of Orange, 84. Re- 
turns to Spain, 89. His partiality 
to Spain, 90. Orders Caranza, 
archbifhop of Toledo, to be profe- 
cuted by the Inquifition, 94.. En- 
joys the fpeflacle of an Auto de 
Fe, 95. The prudence of his ci- 
vil government, 96. His unfuc- 
cefstul armament againft Tripoli, 
ico. His great preparations to re- 
duce Pennon deVelez, 108. Wifties 
to exclude all proteftants from at- 
tending the council of Trent, 1 17. 
Acknowledges the authority of the 
council, and orders obedience to its 
decrees* 
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115. His vigorous raea- 
» affift the knights of Malta 
the Turkifh invaiion, ijo. 
reneroufly negle&s afliftmg 
55. Sends troops at length 
r eat the Turks, 159. fi- 
le prince of Orange's appli- 
or the removal of cardinal 
le, 166. His reception of 
gmont, 171. Is offended 
snfultation about means to 
1 growth of hcrcfy in the 
tnds, 173. The grounds 
iveruon to the prince of 

and the counts Horn and 
, 189. Refolves to awe 
tierlands by an army, 201. 
dva thither, 20a. The cx- 
ary powers he invefted Alva 
7. Hiftory of his fon don 
txa. Orders him to be poifon- 

His reply to Maximilian's 
ance on the duke of Alva's 

217. Is inftigated a^ainft 
•efco fubje&s, 241. Difarms 
\2. His oppreffive edift a- 
em, 24.3. The province of 
revolts, 246. Makes flaves 
ifoners, 250. His dreadful 

again ft the revoiters when 
,255. Enters into a league 
pope and Venetians agamft 
ts, 258. His behaviour on 
>ry of Lepanto, 262. Re- 
in his demand of the tenth 
itieth pennies from the Ne- 
s, 352. Is perfuaded by the 

Maximilian to negociate 
: prince of Orange, 425. 
s don John of Aultria go- 
: the Netherlands, ii. 13. 
ly refufes to remove him, 
y the election of Matthias, 
ives of his neglect in lup- 
lon John of Auftria, 54. 
ted of poifoning him, ibid. 

to the treaty between the 
Parma and the Walloons, 
:ondu& in the conferences 
1, 70. His private offers to 
: of Orange, 71. His in- 
ith Sebaftian king of Por- 
j. His negotiations with 



Muley Moloc and the Turkira {ni- 
ton, 76. His pretenfions to the 
kingdom of Portugal, 81. His 
mamfefto, 85. Invades Portugal, 
91. Conquers it, 99. Offers a re- 
ward for the life of the prince of 
Orange, 119. All allegiance to 
him tolemnly abjured by the States 
of the United Provinces, 121. His 
attention to the affairs of France, 
206. Enters into a treaty with the 
duke of Guife, 207. Meditates the 
conqueft of England, 247. His In- 
vincible Armada, 258. This fleet 
totally ruined, 268. His magnani- 
mity on this difafter, 270. His 
views on France, 204. Sends the 
Duke of Parma to Fiance to op* 
pofe Henry IV. 295. Orders tie 
duke of Parma to march again to 
the affiftance of the League in 
France, 315. His bafe treatment of 
Efcovedo, and Antbnio Perez, 325. 
Sends troops to chaftife the people 
of Arragon, 328. Abolifhes the 
conftitution of the Arragonian go- 
vernment, 329. Appoints count 
Manfveldt governor of the "Nether- 
lands, 333. Procures a convention 
of the States of the Catholic League 
in France, 334. His in terefted views 
difcovered by the French, 335. 
State of his affairs, 341. Appoints 
the archduke Erneft governor of the 
Netherlands, 344. His motives for 
continuing hostilities againft Henry 
IV. of France, 346. His' reply to 
Henry's declaration of war, 359. 
Invades Burgundy, 367. Under- 
takes a defcent upon Irebnd, 385. 
Cadiz plundered by the Engiifh, 
387. His fleet agamft Ireland de- 
ftroyed by a ftorm, 388. His ex- 
pedient to free himfelf from his 
pecuniary embarraflments, 395. 
His motives to a peace with France, 
398. Concludes a peace at Vervint, 
402. Refigns the tovereignty of the 
Netherlands to his fon-in-law, the 
archduke Albert, 405. His ill- 
nefs and death, 407. His charac- 
ter, 408. 

Piala, 
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Piala, the Turkifh admiral, deftroys 
the Spanifh fleet under the duke of 
Medina Cceli, i. 102. Commands 
the Turkifh fleet fent againft Mal- 
ta, 130, 132. 

Pius IV. pope, di (Tirades the duke of 
Savoy from calling a provincial fy- 
nod, i. 1 14. Is forced to agree to 
the re-aflembling of the council of 
Trent, 116. Governs the proceed- 
ings of the council, 1x9. Diflblves 
the council abruptly, 121. Con- 
firms its decrees by a bull, 1 22. 

Pius V. pope, his character, i. 257. 
Applies to the princes of Europe to 
unite againft the Turks, ibid. His 
death, 266. 

Plumart, his expedi^it for raifing the 
ficge of Tergoes, 1. 313. 

Portocarreroy governor of Dourlens, 
his ftratagem for the furprife of A- 
miens, ii. 392. Is befieged and kill- 
ed there, 395. 

Portugal, ftate of, at the time of the 
jefignation of the emperor Charles 
V. 1. 19/ State of the difputed fuc- 
ceflion to the crown, ii. 73. Death 
of king Sebaftian, 80. Accefllon 
of Don Henry, 8i. State of the 
pretentions of Icveral candidates for 
the lucctflion, ibid. Don Antonio 
declared illegitimate, 86. Death of 
Dcii Henry, 88. Don Antonio 
proclaimed king, 91. Is invaded 
by the Spaniards, ibid. Lifbon 
fubmits to Alva, 95. Is entirely 
fubjecled, 99. 

Protcfiants, cruel cdicls publifhed a- 
gamft in the Netherlands, by the 
emperor Charles V. ami Philip II. 
of Spain, i. 76*. Inquifitorial pro- 
ceedings againft them, 77. Rcfufe 
to attend the council of Trent, and 
why, 118. Valenciennes reduced 
and garrifoned, 194. Antwerp gar- 
rifor.ed, ibid. MarVicre of, at Pa- 
ns, 338. 

0, 

Girintin, St. is befieged by the duke 
of Savoy, i. 47. The French ar- 
my under Montmorency, defeated 
there, 49. The town taken, 51. 



X. 



Reformation, the rapid progrefs of, i\ 
67. Penetrates even into Spain, 93. 
Progrefs of, 112, 169. See Protrfl- 
ants. 

Renneburg, count of, is enticed over 
to the Spanifh intereft, ii. 114. His 
death, 116. 

Requefens, grand commendator, a&s 
as lieutenant to Don John of Auf- 
tria, at the battle of Lepanto, i. 
. 258. Succeeds the duke of Alva 
in the government of the Nether- 
lands, 391. His character and firft 
tranfa&ions, 395. Imprudently fuf- 
fers the mutinous Spanifh troops to 
take poffcfTion of Antwerp, i. 409. 
Publifhes an aft of indemnity, 412. 
Befieges Leyden, 413. Undertakes 
the conqueft of Zealand, 43s. 
Tranfports a body of forces through 
an arm of the fea to Duveland, 433. 
Befieges Bommene, 438. And Zi- 
ricfee, 439. His death, 443. 

Rimenant, battle of, ii. 44. 

Riper da, his fpeech to the principal 
inhabitants of Haerlem, i. 365. Is 
beheaded by the Spaniards, 3S3. 

Rome, its dependance on Philip II. of 
Spain, i. 20. 

Rone, the Sieur dc, perfuades the arch- 
duke Albeit to undertake the fiege 
of Calais, ii. 375. Is intruded with 
the conducl of it, 376. Takes the 
town by ftorm, 378. Is killed at 
the fiegc of Hulft, ^83. 

Rot Ui dam, the townfmen of, ma(Ta- 
crcd by count dc Bofliit, i. 30^. 

Rouen, is beiieged by Henry IV. of 
France, ii. 314. The fiege raifed 
bv the duke of Parmr., 319. 

Ruremoid is feized by the prince of 
Orange, i. 335. 

S. 

Sacherh, naval engagement of, be- 
tween the Dutch and the Spaniards, 
i. 397. 

Santa Croce, m?.rquis of, commands 

the Spanifh fleet employed againtt 

Portugal, 
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Portugal, il. 89. Is appointed 
commander of the Invincible Ar- 
mada, hut dies, 259. 

Savoy, Philibert Enunuel duke of, 
commands an army in the Nether- 
lands to act againft France, i. 44. 

. Is joined by the earl of Pembroke, 
46. Lays fiege to St. Quintin, 47. 
Defeats Montmorency there, 49. 
His ineffectual perfecution of his 
reformed fubjecls, 115. 

Scheldt) defctiption of the prince of 
Parma's fortified bridge over, for 
the blockade of Antwerp, ii. 178. 

Scbenck, Martin, his brave attempt for 
the relief of Venlo, ii. 221. Builds 
a fort on the Rhine, and over-runs 
the country lound, 280. Is killed in 
an attack on Nimeguen, 281. 

Scwartxenburgy count, is fent by the 
emperor Maximilian to treat with 
the prince of Orange, i. 425. 

Sebafiian, king of Portugal, his cha- 
racter, ii. 74. Undertakes the in- 
vafion of Morocco, 75. His inter- 
view with Philip of Spain, ibid. 
Lands in Africa, 77. Battle of Al- 
cazar, 78. Is killed, fco. 
* Selitx, Sultan, invades the ifland of 
Cyprus, i. 257. A league formed 
againft him by pope Pius V. Philip 
11. of Spain, and the Venetians, 

258. His fleet defeated at Lc pan to, 

259. Concludes a feparate peace 
with the Venetians, 266. Dies, 270. 

Seja, Don Carlos di, burned at an 
Auto de fe, in the prefence of Phi- 
lip II. i. 95. 

Sid uy, Sir Philip, death of, ii. 225. 

Sixtus V. pope, encourages Philip II. 
of Spain to the invafion of England, 
ii. 251. 

Siuys, befieged by the duke of Parma, 
11. 237. Capitulates, 241. 

Sofymaiy emperor of the Turks, his 
conquefts, i. 96. Deftroys the Spa- 
nish fleet fent againft Tripoli, 102. 
His preparations to reduce the if- 
land of Malta, 129. His troops 
driven from the ifland, 159. 

So/toy, Theodore, commander of the 
Dutch fleet, defeats count Boflut 
the Spanifti admiral, i. 388. 



Spain, the hiftory of the Moors in, 1. 
239. The country defblated by the 
feverities exerciled againft them, 
241. Revolt of the province of 
Granada, 246. 

Spaiijb troops, thofe under D'Avila in 
the Netherlands, mutiny for want 
of pay, i. 408. Another mutiny of, 
ii. 2. Seize Aloft, ibid. Are de- 
clared rebels by the council of ftate, 
3. See Navarefe. 



Tergces, fiege of, 312. Its filiation, 
313. Extraordinary relief of, 316. 

Tbiowille, is taken by the duke of 
Guife, i. 55. 

Toledo, Caranza, archbifhop of, is 
fufpected of inclining to the reform- 
ed opinions, i. 93. Is profecuted in 
the mquifition by order of Philip 

II.9* 
Toledo, Frederic de, fon of the duke of 
Alva, blockades Mons, i. 332. 
Lays divers towns under contribu- 
tion, 348. His barbarous treatment 
of Zutphen, 349. His great pro- 
grefs in reducing the revolted towns, 

361 . His Ciuel maflacre at Naerdan, 

362. Bcfieges Haerlem, 368. Is or- 
dered by his father to perfevere in 
the fiege, 375. His perfidious bar- 
barity to the garrifon and inhabit- 
ants, 383. His troops mutiny, 384. 
Befieges Alcmaer, 386. 

Toledo, Don Garcia de, reduces the 
fort of Pennon de Velez, 109. Is 
made viceroy of Sicily, no. 

Tournay, the tumults of the reformers 
there quieted by count Horn, 1. 
188. 

Tournbout, battle of, between prince 
Maurice and the count de Varas, 
ii. 390. 

Trent, fummary account of the coun- 
cil of, i. 113. State of Europe at 
that time, 1 14. The meeting of re- 
vived by pope Pius IV. 116. Rea- 
fons why the proteftants refufed to 
attend it, 118. Is governed by the 
pope and his legates, 119. Is a- 
bruptly concluded, 121. Its de- 
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crees confirmed by a papal bull, us. 

Its decrees rejected by the court of 

France, 123. 
Tripoli, taken and fortified by the 

Corfair Dragut, i. 99. Unfuccefs- 

ftil expedition of the Spaniards a- 

gainft, 100. 
Tferart, count de, defends the province 

of Zealand for the prince of Orange, 

i. 308. Befieges Middleburg, 309. 

Befieges Tergoes, 3 1 *. 
Tunis, is taken by Don John of Auf- 

tria, i. 267. Is retaken by the 

Turks, 269. 



Va/dez, is intruded by Requefens 
with the reduction of Leyden, i. 
415. Confines his operations to a 
blockade, 416. Is forced to raife 
the fiege, 423. Is accufed by his 
foldiers of being bribed and is ill 
treated, 424. Note. 

Valenciennes y the city of, reduced and 
garrifoned by the regent, i. 194. 

Valor, Don Ferdinand de, is elected 
king by the Morefco inhabitants of 
Granada, i. 247. See Aben Humeya. 

Varas, count de, is defeated and kill- 
ed by prince Maurice, ii. 389. 

Varamboi, marquis of, is defeated by 
colonel Vcre, ii. 281. Is defeated 
and taken prifoncr by marfhal Bi- 
ron, 384. 

Vargas, a Spanifh officer, plunders 
Maeftricht, ii. 6. 

Vaucelles, truce of, procured by the 
emperor Charles V. previous to his 
refignation, i. 16. Is broken by 
Henry II. of France, 34. 

Velafco, conftaWe of Caltile, invades 
Burgundy, ii. 5C7. Is worfted by 
Henry IV. and ictires, 368. 

Venice, political fituation of, at the 
time of Charles V. rcfigning his 
dominions, i. 20. 

Venlo, is befieged by the prince of 
Parma, ii. 220. Capitulates, 222. 

Vcrdugo, defends Groningen for the 
Spaniards againft prince Maurice, 
ii. 35'- 



Vere, colonel, defeats the marquis of 
Varambon, and relieves Rhinberg, 
ii. 281. Diftinguiflies himfelf at 
the fiege of Deventer, 310. 

Vervim, conferences held there for a 
peace between France and Spain, ii. 
399. The peace concluded, 402. 

Vigliusy prefident of the council to the 
dutchefs of Parma, regent of the 
Netherlands, his arguments for re- 
ceiving the decrees of the council of 
Trent, i. 168. Offers a remonftrance 
to Philip againft the barbarity of 
Alva's administration, 212. His 
objections to Alva's taxations, 283. 

Pillars, Sieur de, defends Rouen a- 
gainft Henry IV. of France, 314. 
His vigorous fally to raife the fiege, 
317. Is defeated and killed before 
Dourlens, 362. 

Vitelli, marquis of, his advice to the 
duke of Alva, i. 329. His death, 
442. 

UUoa, Oforio de, conducts a body of 
Spanifh troops through an arm of 
the lea, to Duverand, i. 435. 

Uluceialli, the Corfair, favea a part of 
the Turkifh fleet from deftru&ion 
at the battle of Lepanto, i. 262. Is 
made commander in chief by Sultan 
Sclim, 264. Retakes Tunis from 
Don John of Auftria, 269. 

United Provinces of the Netherlands, 
the flrft foundation of that republic 
laid by the treaty called the Union 
of Utrecht, ii. 66. The Ibrcrcignty 
of them conferred on the duke of 
Anjou, 117. All allegiance to 
Philip of Spain folemnly abjured, 
121. The prince of Orange aira/Ii- 
nated, 162. Their critical fituation 
on this event, 203. Offer the fove- 
reignty to Henry III. of France, 
204. To queen Elizabeth of Eng- 
land, 211. Treaty with Elizabeth, 
215. Lcicefter made governor and 
commander in chief, 217. They 
remonftratc to him on his arbitrary 
conduc>, 229. Keprefent their griev- 
ances to queen Elizabeth, 232. 
Profperity of, 235. Aflift Elizabeth 
with (hips to oppofe Philip's pro- 
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ic&ed invafion of England, 157. 
Prince Maurice made governor of 
Guelderland and OveryflTel, 187. 
Reject the archduke Erncft's offer 
of treating for peace, 344. Gro- 
ningen united to the confederacy, 
354. Enter into an alliance with 
Henry IV. of France, 360. Un- 
dertake their firft expedition to In- 
dia, 371, note. See Netherlands. 
Utrecht, the States of, oppofe the im- 
pofition of the tenth penny, i. a88. 
Is filled with Spanifh {oldiers at 
free quarters, 3196. The treaty call- 
ed the union of, ii. 65. 

W. 

Walloons, fource of the quarrel be- 
tween them and the Flemings, ii. 
50. Commence hoftilities againft 
them, 51. Are gained over by the 
prince of Parma, 64. 

Wtaty Sir Thomas, his infurreclion in 
oppofition to queen Mary's marri- 
age, i. 9. 



Willougbby, lord, fucceeds the earl of 
Leicefter in the command of the 
Englifli troops in the Netherlands, 
ii. 27a. 

Z. 

Zealand^ the province of, revolts a- 
gainft the Spaniards, i. 308. Mea- 
sures taken there to withftand the 
Spanifh power, 351. The Zealand- 
ers deftroy the Spanifh fleet under 
Adolphus Hanftede at Antwerp, 
411. The conqueft of that province 
undertaken by Requefens, 432. 
Siege of fiommene, 438. Siege of 
Zincfee, 440. 

Ziricfee, befieged by the Spaniards 
under Requefens, i. 439. Surren- 
ders, 442. 

Zutpben, its fi tint ion, i. 348. The 
cruelties pra&ifed there by don Fre- 
deric de Toledo, 349. Is befieged 
by the earl of Leicefter, ii. *2$. Is 
taken by prince Maurice, 309. 
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